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Parting words

Archbishop John C. Favalora’s takes on some hot-button issues

Most of the following quotes
come from the press conference
April 20 announcing the
appointment of Archbishop
Thomas Wenski as the fourth
archbishop of Miami.

ON IMMIGRATION

“It was precisely our new
archbishop (Archbishop Wenski)
who taught me the complexities
of immigration law. In a sense,
even though I was his mentor, he
was my mentor in this.”

“All of us are immigrants.
It's totally unacceptable that
we don’t address the immigra-
tion problems we have in this
country. (While we need bet-
ter enforcement and control
of our borders) we don’t solve
those problems on the backs of
families that are here, whether
they're legal or illegal.”

ON THE CLERGY SEXUAL
ABUSE SCANDAL

“The Church is the leading
organization in the U.S. that has
(taken steps to ensure children
are safe from abuse). The Church
hasbeen challenged. The Church

has come forth. Others could
very well learn from the lead the
Church has taken in the United
States.”

ON RETIREMENT

“I believe that it’s time for me
to get off the stage. I think it’s
time for me to move on. And I
think that’s a bit of wisdom that
God has given me.”

ON HIS LEGACY AS
ARCHBISHOP

“History can judge that no
matter what I say. I was given the
mission to sanctify, to govern
and to teach. I think that I have
done that. In the time I've been
here, I've kept the ship afloat.”

ON THE NEED
FOR PRAYER
His last words to the Miami
Archdiocesan Council of Catho-
lic Women, gathered for their an-
nual convention May 2.
Herecalled that he had always
asked the women to “pray for me
by name” rather than in a gen-
eral way. Now, he said, “Pray for
your new archbishop by name.

Archbishop Favalora during the
chrism Mass in 2007. Liturgical
celebrations such as that one
with his priests are among the
archbishop’s fondest memories
of his time in Miami.

Because as chief shepherd, he
will need your prayers, just as I
needed your prayers.”

ON THE FUTURE
Referring to the first reading
at the Mass he celebrated with
Archbishop Wenski on the day of
the announcement, which told of

and the

Upon the occasion of his retirement as
Archbishop of Miami

We thank God for his 49 years of Priesthood and
24 years of Episcopacy,
5 of them in St. Petersburg!
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BY THE NUMBERS

Archbishop John C. Favalora: By the numbers

61

The number of priests Archbishop
Favalora has ordained during his
tenure in the Archdiocese of Miami.

6

The number of archdiocesan priests
who have been named bishops
during Archbishop Favalora’s tenure
in Miami. In addition to his successor,
Archbishop Thomas Wenski, they are:
Bishop Robert Lynch of St. Petersburg;
Auxiliary Bishops Gilberto Fernandez,
Felipe Estevez and John Noonan; and

Bishop Fernando Isern of Pueblo, Colo.

1

The total number of archdiocesan
priests who have been named bishops
since the archdiocese was established.
They include Bishop John Fitzpatrick
of Brownsville, Texas; Bishop Rene
Gracida of Pensacola-Tallahassee,

and Corpus Christi, Texas; Auxiliary
Bishops Agustin Roman and John
Nevins (who retired as bishop of
Venice); and Archbishop Ambrose
Battista De Paoli, who served in the
Vatican's diplomatic corps.

the stoning of St. Stephen:

“I'm trying to figure out
whether that is a providential
reflection on my tenure or a pro-

The Most Reverend Robert N. Lynch

Priests, Deacons, Religious and Laity of the
Diocese of St. Petersburg

Congratulate with prayerful best wishes

With

4

The number of pastoral letters written
by Archbishop Favalora. His first

two — “The Great Jubilee Year” and
“The Star of Bethlehem” — coincided
with the beginning and the end of
the Jubilee Year 2000. His last two
— "We Remember, We Celebrate,
We Believe” and “The Rosary: A
Prayer for the Family” — coincided
with the beginning and the end of
the archdiocese’s 50th anniversary
celebration in 2008.

39

Number of seminarians studying for
the priesthood in the Archdiocese

of Miami. Archbishop Favalora has
supported both St. John Vianney
College Seminary and St. Vincent de
Paul Regional Seminary by being a
strong role model of priestly formation
and by attending Mass with the
seminarians.

$108 million

Amount raised by the Vision 2000
endowment campaign.

phetic voice for your tenure,” he
said, turning to his successor. “I
think the truth of the matter is
both.” m
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God did provide

Archbishop Favalora reflects on the joys and disappointments of his time in Miami

ANA RODRIGUEZ-SOTO
Florida Catholic staff

MIAMI — In April 1995, just a
few months after being installed as
archbishop of Miami, Archbishop
John C. Favalora began the practice
of sitting down each Monday morn-
ing to record “Conversations with
the Archbishop.”

He explained that was his “media
time” and itremained so for the next
15 years, interrupted only by travel,
funerals or summer vacation.

The program consists of five seg-
ments, ideally no longer than 10
minutes each, which aired week-
days on Radio Peace, 710 AM and
later 1040 AM. Since spring of last
year, the program can be heard on-
line at www.miamiarch.org.

On April 26, Archbishop Favalora
sat down once more for another tap-
ing of “Conversations.” This time, he
looked back on his tenure in Miami
and his plans for retirement. Fol-
lowing is an edited version of those
recordings.

Q: Last week at this time it
was being announced that your
retirement had been accepted by
the Holy Father and that Bishop
Thomas Wenski of Orlando is go-
ing to be Miami’s new archbishop.
He'sreturningto the place where he
was ordained a priest, where he was
auxiliary bishop. So we want the
inside story. The rumors had been
flying for months. Tell us how this
whole process came about.

A: At the age of 75, every bish-
op has to turn in a letter of resigna-
tion to the Holy Father, and then the
Holy Father makes a decision if he
accepts it or not. Sometimes it can
take ayear or more for him to accept
it. So I decided that it was best for
the archdiocese thatI do something
on the front end instead of waiting
for someone to be appointed a year

or so later, because of the compli-
cations of this diocese and the in-
ternational complexities that are
involved here.

Number two, because of the fi-
nancial situation that we have been
going through for the past two or
three years, it would be important
for the person who was going to
come in to have time to understudy.
That's the reason why I asked for a
coadjutor. A coadjutor is your suc-
cessor being appointed ahead of
time — usually not more than a
year. Then he has the time to un-
derstudy things and to get an idea of
what the situation is before he has
to take over and make decisions. It’s
also easier because sometimes in
your last years as bishop you have
to make decisions that will affect
his future tenure, and it would be
better to have him on the spot to
be able to discuss things before you
make the decision.

So I began a year and a half or so
ago (September 2007) because the
Roman congregation doesn’t move
very quickly. The process is you
have to request to make a request.
In other words, I had to request per-
mission to ask for a coadjutor. That
took about two or three months.
Then I had to prepare a complete
report on the state of the diocese,
and give three recommendations of
(possible candidates) to the congre-
gation. All of that was sent to Rome
in January of 2009.

My understanding is that by May
they actually began their investiga-
tion. They probably sent out 30 or
40 letters to people in the archdio-
cese — laypeople, religious, priests;
then to bishops of the province; and
I don’t know to whom else.

I discovered this February who
the successor was going to be.
When I discovered it was the man
who had worked here 25 years and
knew the place, spent more time
here than I did, there didn’t seem

DANIEL SONE | FC

In April 1995, just a few months after being installed as archbishop of
Miami, Archbishop John C. Favalora began the practice of sitting down
each Monday morning to record “Conversations with the Archbishop.”
He explained that was his “media time"” and it remained so for the next
15 years, interrupted only by travel, funerals or summer vacation.

to be much sense in having him ap-
pointed as a coadjutor. He knew the
place very well. There was no need
to delay the transition, no reason for
me to stay on until December. So I
pursued with the papal nuncio the
possibility of my presenting my res-
ignation and having him appointed
straightaway as the archbishop in-
stead of the coadjutor.

So thenThad to request (permis-
sion) to send a letter of resignation.
That took a couple of months. Itwas
all concluded the Monday of Holy
Week. That’s when I knew that my
resignation had been accepted and
that we would make the announce-
ment on April 20. So that’s the whole
story. There’s nothing more.

AsIsaid at the press conference,
itisn't my heath. It’s simply the cir-
cumstances here. And frankly, I
don’t have the stamina or the sprit
thatThad whenIcame here 15years
ago. It's time for new eyes to look at
things and new energy to be brought
to the situation. As I said to some-
body, being 74 is a health problem,
no matter whatyour physical condi-
tion is; 74 should automatically be a
health problem.

e What will you do now?
Where will you live? What are your
plans?

A: I will be moving into the
house that Archbishop Edward Mc-
Carthy used to live in when he was
archbishop. That has been convert-

THANK YOU ARCHBISHOP FAVALORA W%

FILE PHOTO

Archbishop Favalora smiles during the celebration of his 70th birthday

by staff of the Pastoral Center.

ed into aresidence with three suites
in it. Auxiliary Bishop Felipe Este-
vez lives there and Msgr. William
Hennessey, the vicar general, lives
there. I will live there with them.

° . .

e So you're going to stay in
Miami. You're not going to go to
New Orleans?

A: I have my family home
there so I'll go back and forth. I
haven't decided exactly when. My
suspicion is that I'll spend winter

there, or some of the winter there,
and the summers here. It’s better
here in the summer than it is in
New Orleans. It’s too humid in New
Orleans. The breezes here are much
better and it will give me alittle taste
of winter — not that there’s much in
New Orleans normally.

e What strengths do you
think Archbishop Wenski brings to
Miami?

PLEASE SEE ARCHBISHOP, A6

ANA RODRIGUEZ-SOTO | FC

Archbishop Favalora stops to chat with Alexa Gomez, a pre-K4 student, during his visit Nov. 8, 2007, to
Mother of Our Redeemer School in Miami when he blessed a new computer lab and library.
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Archbishop Favalora

For always being so supportive of
our school and for your many
years of dedicated service
leading our community’s
Catholic faithful.

May God Bless You!

The Marist Brothers and the
Christopher Columbus High School Community
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SAINT MALACHY
CHURCH
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BEOOD M. UNRNWVEREITY ORNE

TaRAAFRAL, FLOMIDA 3035 9

The Parish of Saint Malachy thanks

Archbishop Favalora for his love

and care over the past sixteen years.
May Geod bless him during his retirement.

£150-6+812

THE PARISH FAMILY
OF

ST.JOHN T HEVASEGISENNS

PRAISES AND THANKS GOD
FOR YOUR YEARS O F SR S
PEOPLE OF GOD IN THIS ARCHDIOCESE

OF MIAMI.
1T HAS BEEN A GREAT BLESSING.

MAY GOD GRANT YOUR EXCELLENCY
CONTINUED HEALTH AND BLESSINGS

IN YOUR RETIREMENT.

St. John The Apostle

Catholic Church

475 E. 4th St.
Hialeah, Florida 33010

MIA A4

“He was faithful to the one who
appointed him, just as Moses was
faithful in God's house.”
Hebrews 3:2

Thank you,
Archbishop Favalora

The Faithful of

St. Louis Catholic Church
7270 S.W. 120th Street ® ®Pinecrest, FL 33156
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Parting gifts

Gardening tools, a chef’s hat make for joke-filled farewell from auxiliary bishops

ANA RODRIGUEZ-SOTO
Florida Catholic staff

MIAMI SHORES — Archbishop
John C. Favalora’s auxiliary bishops
had a little fun while wishing him
wellin retirement.

During a farewell lunch attended
by Pastoral Center employees May
6, Auxiliary Bishop John Noonan
confirmed his “prankster” reputa-
tion by unveiling a slew of retire-
ment gifts for his boss. And he re-
cruited his “brother Bishop” Felipe
Estevez to help him pull it off.

Since the archbishop loves to
cook and garden, Bishop Noonan'’s
retirement gifts (which arrived
hidden inside a black garbage bag)
were:

o agenuine chef’s hat;

o astraw hat for protection from
the sun;

o assorted gardening tools;

o gardener’s gloves;

« asetof barbecue utensils;

¢ alawn chair;

¢ ahammock;

« a can of mosquito repellant;
and

o agardener’s cart for storage.

Archbishop Favalora especially

THANK YOU ARCHBISHOP FAVALORA W%
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Archbishop Favalora puts on
the straw hat that will shield
him from the sun when he is
gardening.

Auxiliary Bishops Felipe Estevez, left, and John
garden tool cart as part of his retirement gifts.

Noonan present Archbishop John C.

loved the straw hat, but upon see-
ing the low-slung chair, did inquire,
“How am I going to get up from
there?”

That’s when Bishop Noonan
pulled out the hammock.

At the end of the presentation,
Bishop Noonan had only one ques-
tion: “Are we still auxiliary bish-
ops?”

“Yes,” Archbishop Favalora dead-
panned. “I no longer have a say on
that” m

Favalora with a

At far left,
Auxiliary Bishop
John Noonan
holds up the
mosquito
repellent

that is part of
Archbishop
Favalora’s
retirement gift.
At left, the
archbishop dons
a chef’s hat.
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¢ 2he family of the Diocese of Palm Beach offers
its prayerful best wishes to
Archbishop John Clement Favalora
on the occasion of his retirement as the
Metropolitan Archbishop of the Province of Miami.
CL g
L%CZS been a good shepherd and faithful friend

to whom we offer our deep gratitude and

assurance of continued prayers.
CA9
ishop Gerald M. Barbarito
Bishop of Palm Beach
RLVION
gg}i‘?
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Thank you, Archbishop John Favalora, for

16 years of service to the Church of Miami

Benedicat te Deus

Father William Elbert and Parishioners of
St Lawrence Church, North Miami Beach

€160-98812

St. John the
Baptist
(_atholic

Ch urch offers

most grat@cul

tkanks for your

diligent

stewardship mn

lea&ing our
(Church
through

cha”enging

times.
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ARCHBISHOP: ‘My role as archbishop is to preach’

FROM A3

A: Well, the first and major
strength is he knows the place. He
has worked here over 25 years, as
a pastor, as director of the Haitian
apostolate. He’s been the one who
has really developed the ministry
to the Haitian community and put
them on the road to the wonderful
leadership positions that they’re
taking not only in the Church, but
in the civic community as well. He
was director of Catholic Charities
for a number of years and then he
was auxiliary bishop here. So he has
had as much experience as anyone
would want. It’s rare that someone
comes in with as much understand-
ing and appreciation of the diocese
and the workings of the diocese as
he has.

Number two, he has always been
involved in the international com-
munity. He’s been chairman of the
U.S., bishops’ Latin American Com-
mittee; he’s been chairman of the
International Relations Committee,
the Immigration Committee. He
has a master’s degree in sociology,
so he knows all of the currentissues
and topics that face Miami and its
neighbors in the Caribbean, and
Central and South America.

Number three, he has excel-
lent linguistic skills. He is fluent in
Creole — I mean he speaks Creole
better than some Haitians do. And
he’s also extremely well-versed in
Spanish. So he has a lot of qualifi-
cations and practical experience as
the administrator of a large diocese
like Orlando.

He also knows people. He’s dealt
with the civic community, for ex-
ample, so he doesn’t have to start
finding out who’s who. He knows
them.

[}

e Do you have a best mem-
ory or a best moment in Miami?
What will stay with you?

A: Well, I always remember
liturgical things a great deal, and
every year, one of the joys that I
celebrated was the Rite of Election
on the first Sunday of Lent. That’s
when all of the people who are plan-
ning to be baptized and confirmed
and receive Communion at the Eas-
ter Vigil come to the cathedral to be
met personally by the archbishop.

Now we fill the cathedral three
times (that weekend) — packed,
jammed. Our numbers were hover-
ingaround 1,500 each year. As each
one of them came up, I could shake
their hand and look in their faces
and just imagine what all of their
grace stories are. That’s always a
wonderful experience.

It's also a wonderful memory
to have the Chrism Mass with the
priests on the Tuesday of Holy
Week; to have that opportunity to
speak to them as their bishop, as
their spiritual father over the years.
Those liturgical events are very,
very meaningful.

MIA A6

I have many good memories. I
just haven't sorted them out. And of
course sometimes just a brief meet-
ing, someone comes to see you in
the office for something. Some of
those things can be highly memo-
rable. Some of them you can speak
about, some of them you can't.

[ ]
e What about your most dif-
ficult time here, your worst memo-

ry?

A: Dealing with the sexual
abuse crisis, for every bishop, has
been a very painful situation. Also,
every bishop for the past three
years has been dealing with serious
financial situations. We were fortu-
nate that we only had 14 mergers to
make; there are dioceses that have
20, 30, 40, 50 churches that just sim-
ply have to close period, never mind
merging, simply because you have
no more funds. So that was a pain-
ful thing. But again, it’s not unique
to us.

Whatis also painful to me, I must
say, now that I'm reflecting on it, is
when I've had a priest come to me
to ask for aleave of absence, to leave
the priesthood. I spent many of my
years in the formation of priests,
as a vocation director and rector
at two different seminaries. Even
though Iunderstand God calls and
sometimes the callis not clearly dis-
cerned, and someone may need to
leave, that’s always a very painful
thing for anyone, particularly for
me.

I always try to take as much time
with them as I can to help them
discern. Unfortunately, not every-
body comes to you to help discern
the situation. Sometimes you don't
know about it until they've already
psychologically left. So those are al-
ways very painful moments.

e Iknow you do not like to
answer this, but I am going to ask it
anyway. Everybody says, what were
your accomplishments here?

A: I was asked that at the
press conference and the answer I
gave is the correct answer as far as
I'm concerned, for me. I don’t think
ofaccomplishments. I was sent here
in my role as archbishop. My role as
archbishop is to preach, to sanctify
and to govern. If I have done that,
then I have accomplished what my
purposeis.

I'm sure ifyou asked the priests of
the diocese, you'll get many differ-
ent answers. Itreally doesn’t matter.
My point is to take the leadership
when it's given to me and to preserve
the teachings of the Church and
hand them to the next person that
comes. IfI've done that, then that’s
my greatest accomplishment.

As far as my disappointments,
oh, my God, there could be so many
disappointments. But I never liked
to dwell on disappointments. Ev-
erybody has disappointments. I
often quote Nancy Regan after the
presidentwas shot. How do you deal

with this, she was asked. She said,
“You play the hand that’s dealt you.”
I believe that. If you dwell on your
disappointments you are not going
to be a happy person.

4 P .
Qo Your motto is “God will
provide.” Have you found that to be
true here in Miami?

A: Yes, absolutely. And if I ever
had a concern about something, es-
pecially recently, after we've put a
lot of effort and study and time into
things, then I have Rosalia, my sec-
retary, call the Discalced Carmelite
Sisters. And I say, “Sisters, I want
you to pray very hard for this or that
or the other.” Or sometimes I just
say, “There’s something that needs
your attention and your prayers,
please pray for it.” I think God in-
spired me to bring them here be-
cause they are very special people
in interceding on behalf of serious
things. Iwouldn'’t call them for fool-
ish things, but they have been won-
derful.

How I chose “Deus Providebit”:
The seminary in New Orleans was
established in 1923 by Archbishop
John Shaw and his episcopal motto
was “Deus Providebit.” It was on the
entrance, carved in stone. So every
day Iworked there asrector I saw it.

The Latin term “Deus Provideb-
it” comes really from the Hebrew.
When Abraham was about to
slaughter his son, Isaac, and all of a
sudden the Lord kept his hand from
doing so, and they discovered aram
and he slaughtered the ram. The Bi-
ble says this place shall be known as
the equivalent in Hebrew of “Deus
Providebit,” God provides.

Ireally believe that. I've said that
very, very often, when I am at my
wit’s end about certain things, I've
always had to come back to that.
So it’s been a strength. It really has
been something that’s not just put
on paper or acoat of arms. It's some-
thingthatIbelieve in. It's a theology
that I believe in, that this is God’s
Church, not mine. It isn’t so much
what I want, it’s what he wants.

e What do you see yourself
doing in retirement?

A:WellIlike toread, Ilike to trav-
el. Iintend to visit friends, especially
the retired bishops in the state. We
worked together. I intend to visit
with them, spend a little time with
them, especially those who are old
and ailing. Ilike to garden. I like to
sitin the sun. I like to read outside.
Then I'm going to work with the
poor. That may take a number of
dimensions, but when I'm here I in-
tend to work at Mother Teresa’s soup
kitchen as well as Camillus House.

[}
Q e Youwon't have meetings.

Azl

o I will not attend another
meeting. I'll attend gatherings, but
meetings, no — nothing official
anyway. They don'tneed me. They’ll
have better insights from other peo-
ple. I've done that enough.m
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OFFICIALS
Office of the Archbishop:

Official appointments ﬁ
Archbishop John C. /
Favalora has made the }*1-_

following appointments: "v/

Effective Aug. 1:

Father Enrique Delgado — pas-
tor, St. Katharine Drexel, Weston.
Father Stephen Hilley — pastor,
St. Justin Martyr, Key Largo.

Effective July 14:

Father Israel Mago — parochial
vicar, Our Lady of the Lakes, Miami
Lakes.

Effective July 1:

Father Bernard G. Kirlin — pas-
tor, St. Mary Magdalen, Sunny Isles
Beach.

Effective June 14:

Father Héctor Pérez — parochial
vicar, St. James, North Miami.
Father Emmanuel Bastien —
parochial vicar, Notre Dame d'Haiti
Mission, Miami.

Father George Packuvettithara
— parochial vicar, St. Maximilian
Kolbe, Pembroke Pines.

Father Jean Jadotte — parochial
vicar, Our Lady of the Holy Rosary,
Cutler Bay.

Father Miguel Septlveda —
parochial vicar, St. Edward, Pembroke
Pines.

Effective June 1:

Msgr. Tomas M. Marin — pastor,
St. Timothy, Miami.

Father Lucien Pierre — to the
faculty at St. John Vianney College
Seminary, Miami.

Effective April 1:

Father Charnel Jeanty — Arch-
bishop's designee to the Board of
Trustees of Barry University, Miami
Shores, for a period of three years.

Effective March 22:

Deacon Henry Gonzélez — per-
manent deacon, St. John Neumann
Parish.

Archbishop Favalora has granted
the following permissions:

Effective June 14:

Father Pedro Corces to pursue
religious life with the Franciscan
Fathers of the Province of the Holy
Name, New York.

Effective June 30:

Father Thomas G. Honold to
retire, ending his appointment as
pastor of St. Mary Magdalen, Sunny
Isles.

Effective July 1:
Father Patrick O’'Neill to retire.

Effective Aug. 31:
Father Thomas Mannix Stack to
retire.

From the Office of
the Chancellor:

Our Lady of the Rosary Old Roman
Catholic Church, Deerfield Beach,

is not part of the Archdiocese of
Miami nor in full communion with
the Roman Catholic Church and Pope
Benedict XVI.

Dear Archbisth Favalora,

fi?zvz.'ng. the éono.r‘of @JWZ'@ and [ovz'ng you
as our shepherd was a blessing to the people of
parish and the Archdiocese of Miam,

We are tmé/ gmtg‘u/ﬁ)r your Zmderséz"p and dedication,

Our émrg?[l wish for you in your retirement is

many years of happiness and good health.

Jllay téz_gaoz{ @rz{ shine his Zzgét upon you jbrfvex

Rev. Msgr. M. J. Cassidy, Pastor
Priests, Staff and Parish Family
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church
Lauderdale-By-The-Sea, Fla.
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PEOPLE OFIR5IE
ARCHDIOCESE OF MIAMI.
OUR'LOVE AND PRAYERS

ARE WITH YOU.

THE PARISH FAMILY OF

The Priests, Deacon and Parishioners of St. Agatha Parish
and School say farewell to Archbishop John C. Favalora

and wish him a very restful and blessed retirement.

Rev. Fr. Rolando G. Garcia

Pastor
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Dear Archbishop Favalora,

We give thanks to God for your dedicated service as Good
Shepherd of the Church of Miami and ask the Divine Shepherd to
grant you good health and blessings in your retirement.
Affectionately yours in the Lord
Msgr. Brice, Fr's. Maroor and Alonso Sch. P,

and the faithful parishioners of

ST. PAUL

THIE :
APOSTLE
CATHOLIC
GHURCH

Saint Monica Catholic Church

The Pastor, deacon and the entire members

of St. Monica Parish thank the retirin
Archbislﬁop John Clement Favalora For%»is

16 years of dedicated service to the

Archdiocese of Miami and
wish him a happg retirement.
We also welcome
Archbishop Thomas Wenski
and Promise E

im our full suPPort
and cooPera’cion.

Fr. Samual Muoclioju C.S.SP
Pastor

3490 N.W. 191t St., Miami Gardens, FL %3056
305-621-9846 + Fax: 305-621-5608
Visit us on the web www,saintmonica.org

o
- -
8lso-s6Lke
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Congratulations and prayerful farewell to

Archbishop John C. Favalora

former Bishop of the Diocese of Alexandria

Thank you for your many years of service and may God bless you in your retivement

DIOCESE OF ALEXANDRIA
A Century of Faith, Hope and Love

Most Reverend Ronald P Herzog, Bishop
and the clergy, religious and laity of the Diocese of Alexandria, Louisiana

MIA A8
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I ﬁlpp’zeciation to

Archbishop Favalora

Fot
16 yeaxs of
guic[ance and Ieac[e’zs/zip

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

Staff and Management

Our Lady of Mercy Our Lady Queen of Heaven
11411 N. W. 25th Street 1500 S. State Road 7
Doral, FL 33172 N. Lauderdale, FL 33068
305-592-0521 954-972-1234

With an attitude of gratitude, we thank you for your enduring
support of Catholic education and prayerfully wish
you many blessings for the road ahead.

The Archbishop McCarthy High School Community of Faith

O www.mecarthyhigh.org - 954-434 - 8820
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Appreciation and Prayerful Best Wishes

Archbishop
John C. Favalora

On your years of dedicated
service to the
Archdiocese of Miami

May God Continue to Bless You

Bishop Frank J. Dewane
and the Clergy, Religious and Laity
of the Diocese of Venice in Florida

MIA A1l
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ACADEMICS.

OUR LADY OF LOURDES ACADEMY

Educating young women to face the future strengthened by their faith since 1963

SPIRITUALITY. SERVICE. ATHLETICS

Archbishop Favalora, thank you for your continued
support of our mission.

For more information, visit us on the Web at www.olla.org,
or call us at (305) 667-1623.
5525 Southwest 84 Street, Miami, FL 33143

£150-92812

Savalora,

St
>0

AS A PASTOR, PRINCIPAL, VOCATIONS
DIRECTOR, RECTOR AND BISHOP, YOU
HAVE SHOWN TIRELESS COMMITMENT TO
SERVING THE PEOPLE OF GOD.

YOUR YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE
ARCHDIOCESE OF MIAMI HAVE BEEN A
GREAT BLESSING. MAY GOD GRANT YOU
CONTINUED HEALTH AND BLESSINGS IN
YOUR RETIREMENT.

DANIEL CARDINAL DINARDO

i 8 ey

ARCHBISHOP EMERITUS
- -I x— B P - . @ZA
=0 TI{“' 7
-iki:{"XIhAme’ BISHOP
Z7OTTO

€160-25812

NOV. 3, 1994

Bishop John Clement Favalora, a
native of New Orleans, who has served
as bishop of St. Petersburg since 1989, is
appointed to succeed retired Archbishop
Edward A. McCarthy as archbishop of
Miami. His installation ceremony takes
place Dec. 20, 1994, and a public Mass
of welcome for the new archbishop is
offered at the Miami Beach Convention
Center in January 1995.

MARCH 1995

Archbishop Favalora pays a visit to
the Cubans and Haitians detained at
the refugee camps in Guantanamo. A
week later, the archdiocese opens Varela
Centers at several south Florida Catholic
schools, in order to teach English to
Cuban and Haitian children just released
from the camps. The schools will help
them and their parents prepare for life
in the U.S.

MAY 27-28, 1995

Cardinal Jaime Ortega of Havana
makes an official pastoral visit to south
Florida, celebrating Mass at St. Mary
Cathedral, vespers at the Shrine of Our
Lady of Charity on Biscayne Bay and an
outdoor Mass at St. Thomas University in
Miami. His visit to south Florida is part of
a pastoral visit to Cubans in exile which
also includes stays in New York, Chicago
and Tampa.

AUG. 9, 1996

Radio Paz, the Spanish-language
archdiocesan radio programming, begins
broadcasting 24 hours a day on WACC-
830 AM. The archdiocese at first leases
the station, then purchases it a year
later.

MAY-JUNE 1997

Ground is broken for Archbishop
Edward McCarthy High School in
Southwest Ranches and Archbishop
Coleman Carroll High School in Miami.
When classes start in August 1998, they
become the first high schools to be
opened in the archdiocese since 1961.

MIA A12

IGHLIGHTS oF

ARCHBISHOP

JUNE 24, 1997

Two new auxiliary bishops are
appointed for the Archdiocese of Miami:
Father Thomas Wenski, director of
Catholic Charities and the Ministry to
Cultural Groups; and Father Gilberto
Fernandez, longtime south Florida
pastor and native of Cuba. The ceremony
of episcopal ordination takes place Sept.
3 at the Miami Arena, with thousands
of south Florida Catholics joyously
participating.

NOVEMBER 1997

Archbishop Favalora travels to Rome
as a delegate to the Synod of Bishops
for America. Many of the initiatives later
pursued in the archdiocese, chief among
them the emphasis on missionary activity
at the parish and school levels, are in
keeping with the recommendations of
that synod.

JAN. 25, 1998

Archbishop Favalora leads a group of
about 180 pilgrims on a nine-hour visit
to Havana, to attend Pope John Paul IlI's
Mass in the civic plaza.

MARCH 1998

Renew 2000, a program of spiritual
preparation for the Great Jubilee 2000,
is launched in the archdiocese. The
program calls on parishes to foster small
faith-sharing groups that meet on a
regular basis, during the seasons of Lent
and Advent, to discuss Scripture and how
it applies to their lives.

AUG. 13, 1998

On the 40th anniversary of its
establishment, the Archdiocese of
Miami consists of 108 parishes and
three missions in three counties, with a
registered Catholic population of more
than 774,000.

OCTOBER 1998

Catholic Charities, under the
leadership of Auxiliary Bishop Wenski,
mobilizes to help the victims of
Hurricane Mitch in Central America.

SEPTEMBER 1999

Archbishop Favalora announces plans
for Vision 2000, a campaign to generate
a $75 million endowment that will
enable the Church in south Florida to
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PALMETTO BAY, FL 33157

FAVALORA'

ACADEMICS. SPIRITUALITY. SERVICE. ATHLETICS

OUR LADY OF LOURDES ACADEMY

Educating young women to face the future strengthened by their faith since 1963

Archbishop Favalora, thank you for your continued
support of our mission.

For more information, visit us on the Web at www.olla.org,
or call us at (305) 667-1623.
5525 Southwest 84 Street, Miami, FL 33143
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AS A PASTOR, PRINCIPAL, VOCATIONS
DIRECTOR, RECTOR AND BISHOP, YOU
HAVE SHOWN TIRELESS COMMITMENT TO
SERVING THE PEOPLE OF GOD.

YOUR YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE
ARCHDIOCESE OF MIAMI HAVE BEEN A
GREAT BLESSING. MAY GOD GRANT YOU
CONTINUED HEALTH AND BLESSINGS IN
YOUR RETIREMENT.

DANIEL CAR!]?iN{\L DINARDO
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ARCHBISHOP EMERITUS
JOSEPH A. FIORENZA
”"f.. -l
RETIRED AUX BISHOP

VINC OTTO
AND T T OF THE
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NOV. 3, 1994

Bishop John Clement Favalora, a
native of New Orleans, who has served
as bishop of St. Petersburg since 1989, is
appointed to succeed retired Archbishop
Edward A. McCarthy as archbishop of
Miami. His installation ceremony takes
place Dec. 20, 1994, and a public Mass
of welcome for the new archbishop is
offered at the Miami Beach Convention
Center in January 1995.

MARCH 1995

Archbishop Favalora pays a visit to
the Cubans and Haitians detained at
the refugee camps in Guantanamo. A
week later, the archdiocese opens Varela
Centers at several south Florida Catholic
schools, in order to teach English to
Cuban and Haitian children just released
from the camps. The schools will help
them and their parents prepare for life
in the U.S.

MAY 27-28, 1995

Cardinal Jaime Ortega of Havana
makes an official pastoral visit to south
Florida, celebrating Mass at St. Mary
Cathedral, vespers at the Shrine of Our
Lady of Charity on Biscayne Bay and an
outdoor Mass at St. Thomas University in
Miami. His visit to south Florida is part of
a pastoral visit to Cubans in exile which
also includes stays in New York, Chicago
and Tampa.

AUG. 9, 1996

Radio Paz, the Spanish-language
archdiocesan radio programming, begins
broadcasting 24 hours a day on WACC-
830 AM. The archdiocese at first leases
the station, then purchases it a year
later.

MAY-JUNE 1997

Ground is broken for Archbishop
Edward McCarthy High School in
Southwest Ranches and Archbishop
Coleman Carroll High School in Miami.
When classes start in August 1998, they
become the first high schools to be
opened in the archdiocese since 1961.
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JUNE 24, 1997

Two new auxiliary bishops are
appointed for the Archdiocese of Miami:
Father Thomas Wenski, director of
Catholic Charities and the Ministry to
Cultural Groups; and Father Gilberto
Fernandez, longtime south Florida
pastor and native of Cuba. The ceremony
of episcopal ordination takes place Sept.
3 at the Miami Arena, with thousands
of south Florida Catholics joyously
participating.

NOVEMBER 1997

Archbishop Favalora travels to Rome
as a delegate to the Synod of Bishops
for America. Many of the initiatives later
pursued in the archdiocese, chief among
them the emphasis on missionary activity
at the parish and school levels, are in
keeping with the recommendations of
that synod.

JAN. 25, 1998

Archbishop Favalora leads a group of
about 180 pilgrims on a nine-hour visit
to Havana, to attend Pope John Paul IlI's
Mass in the civic plaza.

MARCH 1998

Renew 2000, a program of spiritual
preparation for the Great Jubilee 2000,
is launched in the archdiocese. The
program calls on parishes to foster small
faith-sharing groups that meet on a
regular basis, during the seasons of Lent
and Advent, to discuss Scripture and how
it applies to their lives.

AUG. 13, 1998

On the 40th anniversary of its
establishment, the Archdiocese of
Miami consists of 108 parishes and
three missions in three counties, with a
registered Catholic population of more
than 774,000.

OCTOBER 1998

Catholic Charities, under the
leadership of Auxiliary Bishop Wenski,
mobilizes to help the victims of
Hurricane Mitch in Central America.

SEPTEMBER 1999

Archbishop Favalora announces plans
for Vision 2000, a campaign to generate
a $75 million endowment that will
enable the Church in south Florida to

continue its educational and charitable
ministries into the 21st century.

NOVEMBER 1999

Archbishop Favalora and his
auxiliary bishops become the first to
be fingerprinted under a new policy
that requires background checks of
all archdiocesan employees, including
priests, deacons, religious and
volunteers.

DEC. 24, 1999

During the Christmas Eve Mass,
Archbishop Favalora opens the Holy
Doors at St. Mary Cathedral to symbolize
the beginning of the Great Jubilee
Year 2000. A weekend-long jubilee
celebration takes place in March at the
Miami Beach Convention Center, and a
Mass is celebrated in Broward County
in November on the feast of Christ the
King.

DECEMBER 2000

Vision 2000 concludes after having
raised $108 million in endowments for
the archdiocese.

JAN. 6, 2001

Archbishop Favalora concludes Great
Jubilee Year 2000 celebrations with a
vigil Mass for the feast of the Epiphany
at a park in Key West; the next day
he closes the Holy Doors at St. Mary
Cathedral to symbolize the official end
of the Jubilee Year.

DEC. 10, 2002

Auxiliary Bishop Gilberto Fernandez,
67, announces his retirement from active
ministry due to failing health.

APRIL 29, 2003

Auxiliary Bishop Agustin Roman turns
75 and submits his resignation to the
Holy See, which accepts it June 7, 2003.
The bishop continues to serve as rector
emeritus of the National Shrine of Our
Lady of Charity, where he has worked
and lived since 1968.

JUNE 22, 2003

In a rite dating back to the earliest
centuries of the Church, Kathleen
Danes, 62, becomes the archdiocese’s
first consecrated virgin. A member of St.
Paul the Apostle Parish in Lighthouse
Point, she joins the growing ranks of
consecrated women who live in the
world yet remain chaste for Christ.

JULY 1, 2003

Miami Auxiliary Bishop Thomas G.
Wenski is appointed coadjutor to Bishop
Norbert Dorsey of Orlando. His welcome
ceremony there takes place Aug. 22,
feast of the Queenship of Mary.

In compliance with the U.S. bishops’
“Charter for the Protection of Children
and Young Adults,” approved in Dallas
in June 2002, the archdiocese issues
a revamped “Policy and Procedural
Guidelines ... Relating to Protection of
Children and Vulnerable Adults.” The
new policy updates guidelines that had
been established in the archdiocese since
the mid-1980s, and revised in the 1990s.
Also in compliance with the bishops’
charter, the archdiocese selects VIRTUS, a
Safe Environment program, and appoints
a victims assistance coordinator with a
toll-free number where those who may
have been abused by archdiocesan clergy
or lay personnel may seek referrals and
counseling.

NOV. 21, 2003

Msgr. Felipe de Jesus Estevez, former
pastor of St. Agatha Parish in Miami
(1987-2001) and spiritual director at St.
Vincent de Paul Regional Seminary in
Boynton Beach, is appointed the eighth
auxiliary bishop of the archdiocese,
becoming the fourth Cuban to be
appointed bishop in the United States in
modern times. His ordination ceremony
takes place Jan. 7, 2004, at St. Mary
Cathedral.

DEC. 11, 2003

The archdiocese publishes, “A Time
to Heal,” an eight-page special section
in The Florida Catholic and La Voz
Catdlica, which reveals the total number
of sexual misconduct allegations against
archdiocesan priests, religious and laity
since the archdiocese’s founding in
1958, as well as the dollar amount of
settlements and legal fees paid out since
the Archdiocese of Miami Insurance
Programs were established in 1966. In a
letter introducing the report, Archbishop
Favalora says it is being published “to
help restore the bonds of trust and
communion ... (and) report on where
the Archdiocese of Miami stands in this
national scandal and our response to it.”

JUNE 7, 2005

Archbishop Emeritus Edward A.
McCarthy dies in his sleep at the age of
87. His funeral Mass is celebrated June
13.

JUNE 21, 2005

Msgr. John Noonan, 54, who serves
as rector of St. John Vianney College
Seminary, is named the ninth auxiliary
bishop of the Archdiocese of Miami.
He is the first Irish-born Florida priest
to be named a bishop since the death
of Bishop Patrick Barry in 1940. His
ordination takes place Aug. 24, 2005.

FALL 2006

Archbishop Favalora promulgates
“Fountain of Grace,” a 50-page booklet
containing a basic introduction to the
teachings of the Catholic Church. The
booklet was created at his request,
to make sure that anybody engaged
in ministry in the archdiocese has a
fundamental understanding of the basic
tenets of the Catholic faith. “Fountain
of Grace” is required reading for anyone
seeking to teach, sing, lector, distribute
the Eucharist, or engage in any other
type of parish service in the Archdiocese
of Miami.

OCT. 7, 2008

On its 50th anniversary, the
archdiocese consists of 111 parishes
and 7 missions in Miami-Dade, Broward
and Monroe counties, with more than
750,000 registered Catholics.

JAN. 22, 2009

Six of the archdiocese’s 59 elementary
schools announce they will close at the
end of the school year due to falling
enrollments and rising costs: Corpus
Christi in Wynwood, Our Lady of Divine
Providence in Sweetwater, Sacred
Heart in Homestead, St. Clement in
Fort Lauderdale, St. Francis Xavier in
Overtown and St. Stephen in Miramar.
Eventually, charter schools move into all
of those locations, leasing the buildings
from the local parish.

PLEASE SEE TIMELINE, A15

THE PARISH FAMILY OF ST. RICHARD
BIDS FAREWELL

to ARCHBISHOP JOHN C. FAVALORA

%/Jé& o) rlivement!

“The Lord Bless you and keep you! The Lord let His face to

shine upon you, and be gracious to you! The Lord look
upon you kindly and give you peace!”

— NUMBERS 6:22-27

€150-6€812

FILE PHOTO

Archbishop Favalora greets Indian girls
dressed in traditional costumes before
the start of a Mass with the Indian
apostolate.

MIA A13
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PHILIPPIANS 1:6

We rejoice with you,
ARCHBISHOP JOHN FAVALORA,
a faithful servant of the Lord,
upon your retirement.

May the Lord’s abundant

blessing be upon you.

Most Reverend

Thomas G. Wenski

Most Reverend

Norbert M. Dorsey, C.P.

THE CLERGY, RELIGIOUS AND
MEMBERS OF CHRIST’S FAITHFUL
D10CESE oF ORLANDO

€150-6/812
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TENURE

In compliance with the U.S. bishops’
“Charter for the Protection of Children
and Young Adults,” approved in Dallas
in June 2002, the archdiocese issues
a revamped “Policy and Procedural
Guidelines ... Relating to Protection of
Children and Vulnerable Adults.” The
new policy updates guidelines that had
been established in the archdiocese since
the mid-1980s, and revised in the 1990s.
Also in compliance with the bishops’
charter, the archdiocese selects VIRTUS, a
Safe Environment program, and appoints
a victims assistance coordinator with a
toll-free number where those who may
have been abused by archdiocesan clergy
or lay personnel may seek referrals and
counseling.

NOV. 21, 2003

Msgr. Felipe de Jesus Estevez, former
pastor of St. Agatha Parish in Miami
(1987-2001) and spiritual director at St.
Vincent de Paul Regional Seminary in
Boynton Beach, is appointed the eighth
auxiliary bishop of the archdiocese,
becoming the fourth Cuban to be
appointed bishop in the United States in
modern times. His ordination ceremony
takes place Jan. 7, 2004, at St. Mary
Cathedral.

DEC. 11, 2003

The archdiocese publishes, “A Time
to Heal,” an eight-page special section
in The Florida Catholic and La Voz
Catdlica, which reveals the total number
of sexual misconduct allegations against
archdiocesan priests, religious and laity
since the archdiocese’s founding in
1958, as well as the dollar amount of
settlements and legal fees paid out since
the Archdiocese of Miami Insurance
Programs were established in 1966. In a
letter introducing the report, Archbishop
Favalora says it is being published “to
help restore the bonds of trust and
communion ... (and) report on where
the Archdiocese of Miami stands in this
national scandal and our response to it.”
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JUNE 7, 2005

Archbishop Emeritus Edward A.
McCarthy dies in his sleep at the age of
87. His funeral Mass is celebrated June
13.

JUNE 21, 2005

Msgr. John Noonan, 54, who serves
as rector of St. John Vianney College
Seminary, is named the ninth auxiliary
bishop of the Archdiocese of Miami.
He is the first Irish-born Florida priest
to be named a bishop since the death
of Bishop Patrick Barry in 1940. His
ordination takes place Aug. 24, 2005.

FALL 2006

Archbishop Favalora promulgates
“Fountain of Grace,” a 50-page booklet
containing a basic introduction to the
teachings of the Catholic Church. The
booklet was created at his request,
to make sure that anybody engaged
in ministry in the archdiocese has a
fundamental understanding of the basic
tenets of the Catholic faith. “Fountain
of Grace” is required reading for anyone
seeking to teach, sing, lector, distribute
the Eucharist, or engage in any other
type of parish service in the Archdiocese
of Miami.

OCT. 7, 2008

On its 50th anniversary, the
archdiocese consists of 111 parishes
and 7 missions in Miami-Dade, Broward
and Monroe counties, with more than
750,000 registered Catholics.

JAN. 22, 2009

Six of the archdiocese’s 59 elementary
schools announce they will close at the
end of the school year due to falling
enrollments and rising costs: Corpus
Christi in Wynwood, Our Lady of Divine
Providence in Sweetwater, Sacred
Heart in Homestead, St. Clement in
Fort Lauderdale, St. Francis Xavier in
Overtown and St. Stephen in Miramar.
Eventually, charter schools move into all
of those locations, leasing the buildings
from the local parish.
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FILE PHOTO

Archbishop Favalora greets Indian girls
dressed in traditional costumes before
the start of a Mass with the Indian
apostolate.
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THE PARISH FAMILY OF ST. RICHARD
BIDS FAREWELL

to ARCHBISHOP JOHN C. FAVALORA
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“The Lord Bless you and keep you! The Lord let His face to

shine upon you, and be gracious to you! The Lord look
upon you kindly and give you peace!”

— NUMBERS 6:22-27
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We rejoice with you,
ARCHBISHOP JOHN FAVALORA,
a faithful servant of the Lord,
upon your retirement.

May the Lord’s abundant

blessing be upon you.

Most Reverend

“Thomas G. Wenski

Most Reverend

Norbert M. Dorsey, C.P.

THE CLERGY, RELIGIOUS AND
MEMBERS OF CHRIST’S FAITHFUL
D10CESE OF ORLANDO
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OFFER OUR GRATITUDE
TO

ARCHBISHOPCLOHN C. FAVALO
e
FOR HIS DEDICATED SERVICE
TO THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN FLORIDA
AND OUR PRAYERFUL GOOD WISHES

AS HE RETIRES.
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TIMELINE: Archbishop Favalora’s tenure in Miami spanned 16 years of joy, challenges, faith-filled journeys

FROM A13

JUNE 30, 2009

Due to the ongoing
financial crisis, the
archdiocese announces
the closing of its Youth
Ministry Office. This means
ministry to teens up to
age 17 and young adults
ages 18 and older will be
handled entirely at the
parish level. The Respect Life
Office also will no longer
receive any funding from
the archdiocese, but depend
entirely on donations to carry
out its work.

AUG. 15-16, 2009

The archdiocese announces
the merger of eight parishes,
five missions and one
apostolate. Effective Nov. 1:
Divine Mercy Haitian Mission
merges into St. Clement
Parish in Fort Lauderdale;
Resurrection Parish in Dania
merges into St. Maurice in
Dania Beach; St. Charles
Borromeo merges into St.
Matthew in Hallandale; St.
George merges into Our
Lady Queen of Martyrs in
Fort Lauderdale; St. Joseph
Haitian Mission merges into
St. Elizabeth of Hungary in
Pompano Beach; St. Luke
Parish in Coconut Creek and
Our Lady Aparecida Brazilian

Mission in Hollywood both
merge into St. Vincent in
Margate; the Vietnamese
apostolate becomes part

of St. Helen Parish in Fort
Lauderdale; Our Lady of
Perpetual Help in Opa-
Locka merges into St. James
in North Miami; St. Cecilia
merges into St. John the
Apostle in Hialeah; St. Francis
Xavier Mission in Overtown
merges into Gesu in
downtown Miami; St. Philip
Neri Mission merges into St.
Monica in Miami Gardens;
St. Robert Bellarmine merges
into Corpus Christi in Miami;
St. Vincent de Paul in Miami
merges into St. Rose of Lima
in Miami Shores.

OCT. 8, 2009

On the 51st anniversary
of its establishment, the
Archdiocese of Miami
numbers 103 parishes and
two missions in Miami-
Dade, Broward and Monroe
counties with more than
750,000 registered Catholics.

SEPTEMBER 2009

St. John Vianney
College Seminary in Miami
celebrates its golden jubilee
with a record number of
seminarians enrolled.

ANA RODRIGUEZ-SOTO | FC

Archbishop John C. Favalora
poses with members of the
cloistered Discalced Carmelites
from Mexico, a religious
congregation he brought to
south Florida.

OCT. 15, 2009

Father Fernando Isern,
pastor of Our Lady of Lourdes
Parish in Kendall, is appointed
bishop of Pueblo, Colo.,
becoming the 11th Miami
priest to be named a bishop
since the archdiocese was
established.

JAN. 12, 2010

A 7.0 magnitude
earthquake levels Port-au-
Prince, Haiti, killing at least
200,000 people, including
Archbishop Joseph Serge Miot,
dozens of priests, religious
and seminarians. Over the
next few days, Archbishop

Favalora takes the opportunity
to praise the exemplary faith
and fortitude of the Haitian
people and to lobby yet again
— this time successfully — for
government officials to grant
Temporary Protected Status to
Haitians.

MARCH 2010

Two archdiocesan
elementary schools announce
they will close at the end of
the school year due to rising
costs and falling enroliment:
St. Joseph on Miami Beach
and St. Elizabeth of Hungary-
St. Joseph in Pompano Beach.
This brings the total number
of elementary schools in the
archdiocese to 48, along with
13 secondary schools.

The archdiocese announces
that it is committing more
than $1 million to immediate
and long-term relief in Haiti,
including giving $40,000 each
to the country’s 10 dioceses.
All the money comes from
the special collection held in
all the parishes the weekend
after the earthquake. The
pastoral plan for Haiti calls
for mission teams composed
of medical and religious
personnel to travel to Haiti
on a regular basis to minister
to the spiritual, physical and
psychological needs of the
population. It also allocates
$100,000 for support of
orphanages in Haiti; $200,000

ARCHBISHOP THOMAS J. RoDI1
AND THE PEOPLE OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF MOBILE
OFfFER PRAYERS AND BEST WISHES TO

ARCHBISHOP JOHN C. FAVALORA
AS HE BEGINS HIS RETIREMENT

to help Haitian youths
complete secondary school or
obtain a technical education;
$10,000 for liturgical and
Mass supplies to Haitian
churches; and $300,000 for the
establishment of a permanent
center in Port-au-Prince that
would serve as a “home

base” for the mission teams
traveling there.

APRIL 20, 2010

Pope Benedict XVI names
Bishop Thomas Wenski of
Orlando, a former Miami
priest and auxiliary bishop,
as the fourth Archbishop
of Miami, accepting at the
same time the retirement of
Archbishop John C. Favalora,
who will turn 75, the Vatican-
mandated retirement age, in
December 2010. Archbishop
Wenski will be installed June 1
at St. Mary Cathedral.

MAY 8§, 2010

Archbishop Favalora ordains
four men to the priesthood
for the Archdiocese of Miami.
That makes 61 the number
of men he has ordained
priests during his tenure in
south Florida. The ordination
ceremony, for the first time
ever, is video-streamed live
on the Internet via the
archdiocesan website, www.
miamiarch.org.

AFTER HIS DEDICATED SERVICE TO GOD’S PEOPLE

BELIEVING THAT Deus Providebit,

WE PRAY GOD WILL SHOWER
ABUNDANT BLESSINGS UPON HIM.

MIA Al15

€150-96.12
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Wit profound gratitude to Almighty

God we send our best wishes to
Archbishop John C. Favalora.

May God bless you for your many years
of leadership and service in the Church.
You will remain in our prayers always.

“Well done, good and faithful servant” (Mt 25:21).

Most Rev. Robert W. Muench, Bishop of Baton Rouge
and the People of the Diocese of Baton Rouge

Archbishop José H. Gomez,
Auxiliary Bishop Oscar Cantu,

and the clergy, religious and laity
of the Archdiocese of San Antonio

Express our gratitude to Archbishop John Favalora on his
retirement and dedicated service to the Church in Florida.
Farewell and best wishes in your future endeavors.

MIA Al6
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Congratulations and
prayerful best wishes to
Archbishop John C. Favalora

upon your refirement.
“Well done, good and faithful servant!”

Most Reverend Roger P. Morin
and the people of the
Diocese of Biloxi

€150-29812

ARCHBISHOP

]@ C. Favarora

Congratulations

on your retirement
and

'Thank you for your
many years of
prayerful service
and leadership

in the Church

ARCHBISHOP
]OHN G VLAZNY

ARCHDIOCESE
OF PORTLAND

£150-€2812

Bishop David A. Zubik

with the clergy, religious and faithful of the
Diocese of Pittsburgh
expresses gratitude and prayerful best wishes to

Archbishop John C. Favalora

for his leadership and dedicated service
to the Archdiocese of Miami.

€150-€6812

THANK YOU
ARCHBISHOP FAVALLORA

for your years of service to
the people of God.

Prayerful wishes from

Bishop Michael Jarrell
and the people of

THE DIOCESE OF LAFAYETTE
LOUISIANA

€150-2.812
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Archbishop Favalora
farewell vespers
May 16

Archbishop John C. Favalora will
celebrate vespers with religious and
laity of the Archdiocese of Miami on
Sunday, May 16, 3 p.m., at the Ca-
thedral of St. Mary, 7525 N.W. Sec-
ond Ave., Miami.

This vespers service will be an
opportunity for those who have
known and worked with Archbish-
op Favalora to bid him good wishes
as he enters his retirement years.
For information, call 305-759-4531.

Bishop Noonan
to celebrate
Gaelic Mass

Irish-born Auxiliary Bishop John
Noonan will be the main celebrant
of the annual Mass to commemo-
rate the victims of the great Irish
famine (An Gorta Mor, 1845-1850).
The Mass will be celebrated Sun-
day, May 30, 3 p.m., at Little Flower
Parish, 1805 Pierce St., Hollywood.

It will be followed by a “waking”
for famine victims at The Field Soup
Kitchen, 3281 Griffin Road, Dania
Beach. The waking will feature free
soup, music by “Echoes of Erin,”
Irish dancers and storytelling.

The Mass is sponsored by Irish-
American organizations in south
Florida and the goal also is to raise
awareness about hunger in the
world today. The date has been des-
ignated by the Irish government to
commemorate this watershed event
in Irish history.

“During the ‘Great Hunger,’ the
Irish Catholics were put to the ex-
treme test in keeping their faith,
dying of pure hunger rather than
accept soup from the Protestant
missionaries,” said Marie Smith, a
member of St. Rose of Lima Parish
in Miami Shores who is helping to
organize the event.

For information, call 305-891-
0715 or 954-522-4948.

Gallery features
works
by disabled artists

Schott Communities will open
its art gallery, featuring the creative
art and spirit of Schott’s disabled
artists, on Thursday, June 3, 6:30
p.m., at 6591 Flamingo Road, Coo-
per City.

Cooper City Mayor Debby Eis-
inger will be on hand for the official
ribbon cutting, and attendees will
be able to meet the artists and enjoy
refreshments. The event is spon-
sored by the Prestige Club, which
provides support to disadvantaged
children and families in Broward
County.

There is no charge, but reserva-
tions are required. Call 954-434-
3306 for information.
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The Most Reverend Thomas G. Doran
and the
Clergy, Religious and Laity
of the Diocese of Rockford
offer prayers and best wishes
to
The Most Reverend John Favalora
on his retirement

£150-08812

Bishop Robert J. Baker,
the clergy, religious and laity of the
Diocese of Birmingham in Alabama
express gratitude and prayerful bests wishes to

Archbishop John C. Favalora

on his retirement and dedicated service to the
Archdiocese of Miami
and the Church in Florida.

€160-85812

- The Roman Catholic Diocese of Orange

T
P
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Bishops Cirilo Flores & Dominic Luong,
with the clergy, religious and faithful
of the Diocese of Orange

tn G Favalora

With gratitude and prayerful wishes
on his vetivement and for his many years of
dedicated service to the people of God.

€160-2/812

MOST REV. EDWARD U. KMIEC
BISHOP OF BUFFALO

his classmate and good briend

MOST REV. JOHN C. FAVALORA

FOR |G YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE
TO THE FAITHFUL OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF MIAMI

"B AD MULTOS ANNOS

€150-.v812
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St. Stephen opens

retreat center

St. Stephen Parish now has a
retreat center on the site of the
old convent at 6081 S.W. 21 St.,
Miramar.

The St. Eugene De Mazenod
Spiritual Center has 44 beds
and a full kitchen with a stove
and refrigerators. Each room is
equipped with an air condition-
er. Thereis alarge meeting room
along with two smaller rooms
and a chapel.

“We have done some major
renovations and have made it
very comfortable for everyone,”
said parishioner Mary Raynor.

The rates are: $40 per person,
one night only; $50 per person,
two nights; $65 per person, three
nights; and $30 per person, for
team members or adult leaders
staying overnight. Parish groups
are welcome.

To tour the center, call Raynor
at 954-981-4589 or 954-270-2770;
or contact the parish office at
954-987-1100 and ask for Ob-
late Missionary Father Jonathan
Closner.

Carmelite Friars
return to Miami

The Discalced Carmelite Fri-
ars, who led the Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Spiritual Life
Center until its closing in July
2008, are opening a new house
of prayer at 15710 N.W. 44 Court,
Miami Gardens.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel
House of Prayer will open to
the public May 17, continuing
the work started by Carmelite
Fathers Eusebio Gémez and Lu-
cio del Burgo and Brother Jorge
Llorentes.

The new house of prayer will
be staffed by Carmelite Fathers
L4zaro René de la Fe, Miguel
Gil-Diaz and Jorge Zurek, and
Brother Llorentes.

Their mission will be to pro-
mote Carmelite spirituality in
allits expressions and to accom-
pany the different groups that
come to the house searching for
God in their lives.

The house will offer the fol-
lowing services in Spanish:
courses in Christian and Car-
melite spirituality for prayer
groups, leaders of Christian
communities, clergy, and reli-
gious; guided individual and
group retreats; group retreats
with their own guide; sacra-
ment of reconciliation and spiri-
tual direction (by appointment
only); Mass on Mondays, Tues-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays
at 8 a.m.; and Mass with adora-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament on
Thursdays at 7 p.m.

For information, call 305-816-
6468.
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Catechist courses
offered in summer

The archdiocese’s Religious
Education Department has
scheduled its annual summer
institutes for catechists in both
Miami-Dade and Broward coun-
ties. The dates and courses to be
offered are as follows:

Dade Summer Institute, June
14, 16, 18, 22 and 24, St. Thomas
the Apostle School, 7303 S.W.
64th St., Miami:

e 9-11 a.m.: Teaching Religion
Today (Level 1), Foundations
of Catholicism (Level 1), Intro
to the Old Testament (Level 2),
Christology (Level 3), Liturgy
(Level 4).

e 11:15 a.m. to 1:15 p.m.: In-
troduction to the Sacraments
(Level 1), St. Paul’s Letters (Level
3), Church History (Level 4).

e 2-4 p.m.: Intro to the New
Testament (Level 2), Principles
of Christian Morality (Level 3),
Becoming Peacemakers (Level
4).

Broward Summer Institute,
June 15, 17, 21, 23 and 25, All
Saints School, 10900 W. Oakland
Park Blvd., Sunrise:

e 9-11 a.m.: Teaching Religion
Today (Level 1), Foundations
of Catholicism (Level 1), Intro
to the Old Testament (Level 2),
Christology (Level 3).

e 11:15a.m. to 1:15 p.m.: Intro-
duction to the Sacraments (Level
1), Church History (Level 4).

e 2-4 p.m.: Teaching Religion
Today (Level 1), Principles of
Christian Morality (Level 3), Be-
coming Peacemakers (Level 4).

Fees are $35 per course ($45
after June 1). Checks should be
made payable to the Archdiocese
of Miami. For more information,
call Anyely Garcia at 305-762-
1107.

NAPRC
2000 CONFERENCE
Mational Alliance of Parishes
Restructuring into Communithes

“Gro Out
into

Deep Water™

rewing the Gospel
Transforming the Parish

A Nands-Om Learning Experience
of the NAPRC Vision &
Reeping it Alive
Nativity Parish
Brandon, FL.
{Diocese of St. Petershurg)
July 23-24, 2010

For more infs & regiviration form:
Viadi- woww, magre. fadiwebocom
Callz 957355 o
Email: napreoilice s amer] tech. et
{Regissration Deadbing: Muly 1)
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THANK YOU ARCHBISHOP FAVALORA F:\)%

HIS EXCELLENCY
THE MOST REVEREND GLEN JOHN PROVOST
BISHOP OF LAKE CHARLES
WITH THE CLERGY AND PEOPLE OF THE DIOCESE
EXTEND CONGRATULATIONS
AND PRAYERFUL BEST WISHES TO

Archbishop Jobn C. Favalora
ON YOUR RETIREMENT
AFTER NEARLY 24 YEARS
OF EPISCOPAL LEADERSHIP
IN THE DIOCESES OF ALEXANDRIA, LA.
AND ST.PETERSBURG
AND THE ARCHDIOCESE OF MIAMI

€160-€9812

Bishop (arlos Sevilla

- - A

Thank you
.. Archbishop Favalora

fO'I"yO’I/M’ ZHSPZTlﬂ(q mznzstry

as a good shepherd

Bishop Sevilla

NN and the

\ >/ Diocese of Yakima

£150-8€812
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Thank vou for vour
vears of service and leadership
Archbishop Favalora!

Gracias por su servicio vy liderazgo
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C[ % our dear friend,

Archpistor Joun C. FAvALORA

I hank you Jor proclaiming
dud s greatness and Good News
ﬂlnmﬂr': your ongoing support of the

wCatholic

You will remain in our prayers and our hearts.
“We wish yjou a blessed retirement
fufl' iy directed by your motto,
“Deus Providehit"
God Provides.

(..Mﬂg Christ's Tmcf ‘Be With You,

The Staff of the =~ LCatholic
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COMMUNITY
EVENTS

“Night of the Arts,” Thursday,
May 20, 6-9 p.m., Our Lady of the
Lakes School, 6600 Miami Lakeway
N., Miami Lakes. Display of
student artwork, music and dance
performances. 305-362-5315.

“Celebrating Our Heroes,"”
Friday, May 21, St. Bonaventure
Parish Center, 1301 S.W. 136 St.,
Davie. Schott Communities’ dinner
dance and awards presentation,
honoring Vicky Bovee, Ursula
Eivers, Rosa Martinez and Freda
Stein. Information: 954-434-3306.

Communion breakfast,
Broward Council of Catholic
Women, Saturday, May 22, 9 a.m.,
St. Paul the Apostle, 2700 N.E.

36 St., Lighthouse Point. Begins
with Mass at 9 a.m. followed
by breakfast and speaker. $10
per person. Hosted by St. Paul
the Apostle Council of Catholic
Women. 954-941-3238.

Father James P. Murphy,
40th anniversary of ordination,
Saturday, May 22, 6 p.m., Our Lady
of the Lakes, 6600 Miami Lakeway

N., Miami Lakes. Mass followed by
reception in parish center. 305-558-
2202.

St. Rose of Lima 22nd annual
golf and tennis classic, Sunday,
May 23, Miami Shores Country
Club, 10000 Biscayne Blvd., Miami
Shores. Registration begins 10:30
a.m., shotgun start at 1 p.m. Dinner
and awards ceremony follow.
Proceeds will benefit the school.
Information: http://strosegolf.
golfregistrations.com.

Blessed Trinity 24th annual
golf tournament, Saturday,

June 5, 7 a.m. Fun, fellowship and
great prizes. Awards ceremony,
auction and luncheon at the
parish hall immediately following
the tournament. Participants and
sponsors welcome. 305-807-3736,
ivannia@mac.com.

FAITH EDUCATION

Southeast Pastoral Institute,
SEPI, 7700 S.W. 56 St., Miami.
Registration: 305-279-2333, www.
sepimiami.org:

¢ Immersion in Spanish
language and culture, May

CHAMINADE-MADONNA

COLLEGE PREPARATORY
A Cathaelic High School in the Marfanist Tradition

The Chaminade-Madonna family
sends our heartfelt appreciation to
Archbishop John C. Favalora for his
years of support of our educational
mission. May Christ’s peace be with
you as you continue your journey.
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— Chaminode-Madonna College Preparalory
vy 00 East Chambnade Difve, Hallywosd, FL 33021
: GA4-050-51 50
T wwivemlions, oy

Celebrating 50 vears of Catholic education.
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30-June 17. A three-week

course providing necessary
communication skills in Spanish for
daily life situations. Designed for
priests, laity and religious.

¢ “Planificacion y Evaluacion
Pastoral”, técnicas concretas para
desarrollar un plan pastoral dentro
de la mision total de la Iglesia. 24
de mayo-11 de junio.

Summer Institute courses,
sponsored by the Department of
Religious Education. Registration:
$35; $45 after June 1. Information:
305-762-1107.

¢ Broward County: June 15, 17,

21, 23, 25, All Saints School, Sunrise,

9-11 a.m.: Teaching Religion Today
(1), Foundations of Catholicism
(1), Intro to the Old Testament
(I1), Christology (ll1); 11:15 a.m.-
1:15 p.m.: Introduction to the
Sacraments (1), Church History (IV);
2-4 p.m.: Teaching Religion Today
(1), Principles of Christian Morality
(Il), Becoming Peacemakers (IV).

e Miami-Dade County: June
14, 16, 18, 22, 24, St. Thomas
the Apostle School, Miami, 9-11
a.m.: Teaching Religion Today (1),
Foundations of Catholicism (1),
Intro to the Old Testament (lI),
Christology (1ll), Liturgy (IV); 11:15
a.m.-1:15 p.m.: Introduction to the
Sacraments (1), St. Paul’s Letters
(), Church History (IV); 2-4 p.m.:
Introduction to the New Testament
(Il), Principles of Christian Morality
(Il), Becoming Peacemakers (IV).

MASSES

Gaelic Mass, Sunday, May
30, 3 p.m., Little Flower Parish,
1805 Pierce St., Hollywood.
Commemorates victims of the
great Irish famine (An Gorta Mor)
who are buried in mass graves
in Ireland and around the world.
Main celebrant: Bishop John
Noonan. Sponsored by Irish-
American organizations in south
Florida. www.littleflowerhwd.org
or 954-922-3517.

Broward County Red Mass,
Wednesday, June 2, 6 p.m., St.
Anthony Parish, 901 N.E. Second
St., Fort Lauderdale. For legal
professionals to reaffirm their
commitment to justice and their
faith. Sponsored by St. Thomas
More Society of South Florida.
Reception and dinner at Marriott
Harbor Beach Resort. Keynote
speaker: U.S. Sen. George LeMieux.
Cost: $65. Limited seating; reserve
by May 14. 954-776-1600.

RETREATS/DAYS
OF REFLECTION

MorningStar Renewal Center,
7275 S.W. 124 St., Pinecrest.
Registration required for all
programs. 305-238-4367, ext. 102,
or visit www.morningstarrenewal.
org:

e “Missionaries in Our Midst:
The Church of the Americas,”
Wednesday, May 19, 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Share the experience of missions
throughout the world through the
experiences of missionaries. $15
per person; a simple dinner will be
offered.

e “Oneness in Marriage,”
Thursday, May 20, 7-9:30 p.m.
Seminar on working through
challenges, building commitment.
Presented by Jonathan and Carla
Jannarone of St. John Neumann
Married Couples Ministry. $30 per
couple, includes wine and cheese
reception.
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MIAMI ARCHDIOCESE COMMUNITY PAGE
SUBMISSION DEADLINES

The Florida Catholic welcomes calendar items of parish/organization events that
are open to the whole archdiocese. There is no charge but items must be in the
Miami office at least six weeks before the event. To list an event both on the
Web site and in the newspaper, go to www.miamiarch.org, click on the banner
“announce your event for free” and follow the instructions. For publication dates
and deadlines, go to www.miamiarch.org and click on “news.” Notices may

be sent by e-mail: arsoto@theadom.org; fax: 305-762-1132; mail: The Florida
Catholic, 9401 Biscayne Blvd., Miami, FL 33138.

Experiencia de Emaus para
caballeros, 21-23 de mayo, iglesia
Our Lady of Lourdes, 11291 S.W. 142
Ave., Miami; basada en Lc. 24:13-35,
lleva a los participantes a descubrir
a Jesus en sus vidas. Inscripcion: 305-
387-9287.

Impacto 358, 22 y 23 de mayo,
iglesia St. Joachim, 19150 SW. 117
Ave., Miami. Para familias con hijos
de 3 a 11 afos. Inscripcion en linea:
www.impactos.org. Informacion:
305-571-7111.

“Pentecostés: Soplo de Vida”,
28-29 de mayo, iglesia All Saints,
10900 W. Oakland Park Blvd.,
Sunrise. Retiro de pentecostés
con los sacerdotes Anibal Morales
y Néstor Lopez. Ven y recibe un
nuevo pentecostés que cambiara
tu vida. Invita el ministerio catdlico
Holy Trinity. 954-588-7229, www.
holytm.org.

To Encounter Christ, SONshine
TEC 10, May 29-31, Youth Center,
3333 S. Miami Ave., Miami. Offers
youths and young adults an
experience of the paschal mystery
of Jesus. 305-664-0086, www.
tecconference.org.

Emmaus experience for men,
June 11-13, Our Lady of Lourdes,
11291 S.W., 142 Ave., Miami. The
experience, based on Luke 24:13-35,
leads participants to discover Jesus
in their lives. Registration: 305-345-
5386.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT

Virtus workshops: To help
parents, teachers and anyone who
works with children recognize signs
of sexual abuse and spot abusers.
Free. All sessions in English, except
where noted. Information: 305-762-
1250 or jrayburn@theadom.org:

e Saturday, May 22, 9 a.m., St.
Louis Parish, Pinecrest.

¢ \Wednesday, May 26, 6 p.m.,
Archbishop Edward A. McCarthy
School, Southwest Ranches.

SCHOOL EVENTS

“The Transition to Pre-K,"”
Thursday, May 20, 6:30 p.m., Our
Lady of the Lakes School, 6600
Miami Lakeway N., Miami Lakes.
Workshop for parents and their
prekindergarten-aged children,
to help parents understand the
benefits of enrolling their child in a
VPK program, the daily routine and
curriculum structure. Also, “Bridging
the Gap: Helping Your Child Adjust
to His/Her New School Environment
and How to Establish Vital
Connections Between Educator,
Child, Parents, and Caregivers.”
Free. Creative activities will be
provided. Reservations required:
305-362-5315, ypelaez@ollnet.com.

Chaminade-Madonna 50th
jubilee Mass and picnic,
Saturday, May 22, 4 p.m., 500 E.
Chaminade Drive, Hollywood.

Join the celebration of 50 years
of Catholic education with a Mass
celebrated by Archbishop John

C. Favalora in the gym, followed
by picnic on school grounds. Free
admission; bring the whole family.
Information: www.cmlions.org.

St. John the Apostle open
house and school fair, Saturday,
May 22,9 a.m.-1 p.m., 479 E.
Fourth St., Hialeah. Come see what
the school is all about. Offering
Catapult Title I, YMCA after-school
care and summer camp. Learn how
you may qualify for free tuition,
lunch and breakfast. Meet Home
and School Board, current students
and parents. Applications will be
available. Limited space remains in
some grades. 305-888-6819.

St. Agatha School, 1125
S.W. 107 Ave., Miami, accepting
applications for enroliment for
the 2010-11 academic year, grades
PreK2-eight. More than 25 years
of academic excellence; among
the top five archdiocesan schools
in standardized test scores. Call for
personal tour: 305-222-8751.

Sts. Peter and Paul School
is accepting applications for PreK
through grade seven until May
31. Fully accredited by the Florida
Catholic Conference; religious
education based on Catholic
principles; after-school program
available. Now accepting Corporate
Tax Credit Scholarship program.
305-858-3722.

SPIRITUAL

Vespers with Archbishop
Favalora, Sunday, May 16, 3 p.m.,
St. Mary Cathedral, 7525 N.W.
Second Ave., Miami. For religious
and laity of the archdiocese, an
opportunity for those who have
known and worked with the
archbishop to bid him good wishes
as he enters his retirement years.
305-759-4531.

Rosario, misa y homenaje a
las madres, domingo, 16 de mayo,
comenzando a las 5 p.m., iglesia St.
Martha, 9301 Biscayne Blvd., Miami
Shores. Auspiciado por la Cofradia
de Nuestra Sefiora de Chiquinquira.
Seguido por exposicion de arte
peruano; invitados especiales:

Ivdn Van, de Radio Caracol, Paola
Andrea, y coral “Cantar de los
Cantares”, entre otros. 305-762-
1146, www.virgendechiquinquira.
org.

Magnificat luncheon,
Saturday, May 29, 11:30 a.m.-3:30
p.m., Our Lady of Lourdes Parish,
Bernadette Hall, 11291 S.W. 142
Ave., Miami. Come together in
God'’s presence to listen, eat, sing
and pray. www.magnificatmiami.
com, 305-205-5599.

VOCATIONS

Vocations discernment group
for men 18 or older considering a
vocation to the priesthood. Call for
information about meetings in the
archdiocesan Pastoral Center, 305-
762-1137 or vocations@theadom.
org.
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Barry University warmly thanks

Archbishop Jobn C. Favalora, DD for 15 years
of dedicated ministry as our Shepherd and prays
that his future is blessed with peace and joy.

BARRY

UNIVERSITY

11300 NE Second Avenue
Miami Shores, Florida 33161-6695
305-899-3100 ¢ 800-695-2279

www.barry.edu

€150-82812

Animals in Heaven? Catholics Want to Know!

by Susi Pittman, Roman Catholic-Author-Conservationist-Animal Advocate J— —
Editor’s Choice J__ -

® Would God cast to dust, that which “He created to give “Him praise? I & Rising Star
® Recognizing divine providence at work in Creation
® (A book for all those who love animals and savor the glories of the created world - h“ Al {

® ““Theologically relevant” to anyone who cannot imagine eternal life without their animal companion. S | I‘. H L “ :|.

° Theological truths, scientific facts, poignant stories

Available in your favorite CATHOLIC BOOKSTORE, at Barnes & Nobles,
on Amazon.com and at catholicstewardsofcreation.com

U i'-fs‘-';;livd'y and engaging speaker available to
speak to your group, club or school on selected topics:

- ® Do animals really go to heaven? Let's talk!
; - ® Celebrating Creation: “The Spiritual Dimensions of Creation Stewardship

° vUrban lwmg and Stemardshlp Cast-off Cats and Other Apartment ObJects

s, o An extraordinary, -
ou ettesis: Man's ultimate mission " anointed perspective on 1
!h‘ Super ine Shelter r,Eets Why they are the ultlmuté in gomg green \ 1‘ the roles of animals in 4%

- ; o o T 1?5-' : -l_,. ".: God’s Creation...A Tour

1 PITTMAN _:._. : T 1 e s .,; Ay f[e for/ce that is tota[[y,in . 'I':
Author-Conservationist-Animal Advocate & FOI‘§P%aklﬁ;g El‘gagﬁ&ltgmnt ) fine with Church teaching. L |

P.O. Box 600610 ¢ Jacksonville, FI. 32260 = \ 1 R ~Michael H. Brown, i

] "'1“"|'| i '!“hr"ﬁ w ) 2 N
877-242-5733 N ,‘@;9?4"735 B lanl A Catholic Author *‘.:...g,.]
www.catholicstewardsofcreation.com ,,‘ hE"-L ""T’h ’ i ANy g Bl "b T T ";II ik

This book has not been reviewed and is not endorsed by neither the Archdiocese of Miami nor the Diocese of Orlando. Any views or opinions presented in this book are solely
those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of either the Archdiocese of Miami, the Diocese of Orlando or the Catholic Church.
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Father Giovanni Pefia imparts his first
blessing — and a kiss — to his mother,

Luz Caicedo de Pefia.

Florida Catholic
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MARLENE QUARONI | FC

Father Jesus “Jets” Medina laughs
as he greets a fellow priest at the
end of the ordination rite.

ANA RODRIGUEZ-SOTO | FC

Father Luis Rivero gives his first blessing to his mother, Marisa

Rivero, after his ordination May 8.

MARLENE QUARONI | FC

Father Armando Tolosa greets a
fellow priest at the end of the
ordination rite May 8.

Four new priests, four faith journeys

Two from Colombia, one from Spain, one from the Philippines are ordained for Miami

ANA RODRIGUEZ-SOTO
Florida Catholic staff

MIAMI — After three girls, he
was “the most-awaited son.”

“I even walked on my knees
from the door of the church,” said
Consortia Medina, recalling how
she prayed to Our Lady of Per-
petual Help in her native Philip-
pines.

When Jesus Medina finally was
born, his name was deliberately
chosen.

“T offered him to God,” said
Consortia Medina, known as Con-
nie, and now a member of St. Mar-
tha Parish in Miami Shores.

On May 8, 45 years after that of-
fering, her first-born son became
a priest of the Archdiocese of Mi-
ami.

“I'm not losing him. I offered
him. I know he is in God’s hands,”
said a “nervous” Medina as she
waited for the ordination Mass to
begin.

Father “Jets” Medina was
among the last four priests to be
ordained for the archdiocese by
Archbishop John C. Favalora, who
has ordained a total of 61 during
his 15-year tenure here.

Two others who were ordained
with him also came to south
Florida from elsewhere: Father
Giovanni de Jesus Pena, 45, and
Father Armando Tolosa, 40, came
from Colombia. A fourth, Father
Luis Rivero, 28, was born in Spain
but grew up in Miami.

The stories of the new priests re-
veal how divine providence works
in meandering, mysterious ways
— and how God often makes his

call heard through human voices.

FATHER MEDINA

After 10 years working as a pilot
for Philippine Airlines, Father Med-
inawasinvited to come to Miami by
his mother, who had settled here a
decade earlier. He thought he could
continue his career as a pilot for an
American airline — he is FAA-li-
censed as both a flight engineer and
atransport pilot — buthe arrived in
September 2001 — not the best time
for the airline industry.

While waiting for a pilot opening,
he began volunteering at St. Mar-

tha, his mother’s parish.

“Ienjoyed volunteering,” said Fa-
ther Medina, 45, “first music minis-
try and then working in the office;
then cleaning the hall, and then the
bathrooms.”

All the while, St. Martha’s pastor,
Father Federico Capdepon, “this
very charismatic parish priest... ev-
ery day would tell me, ‘I think, Jets,
you have a vocation.’ I told him, ‘Fa-
ther Federico, after I get my job call,
I'm out of here.”

In 2004, “Jets” Medina entered
the seminary. He is the first Filipino
priest ordained for Miami.

FATHER PENA

Born in Medellin, Colombia, Fa-
ther Pefia earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in agricultural technology. For
several years, he worked for Bana-
col, a company that exports banan-
as and other tropical fruits to the
world. In September 1993, he came
to south Florida and worked in Cu-
ban bakeries to support himself.

“I learned everything about the
bakery,” he recalled. “Oven. Bread.
Doughnuts. Everything.”

He also joined St. Dominic Par-
ish in Miami, where a Dominican
priest, Father Desiderio Eguino,

ANA RODRIGUEZ-SOTO | FC

Archbishop Favalora offers some parting words to the newly ordained outside St. Mary Cathedral.
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better known as Father Yeyo, “told
me, ‘Giovanni, why don’t you try to
think about the priesthood?’ In that
moment, I began to think about my
discernment process.”

He went to several retreats at the
Trappist monastery in Conyers,
Ga., and met with the archdiocese’s
then-vocations director, Father Pe-
dro Corces. In 2004, he entered the
seminary. He is the first priestin his
family.

“It gave me great joy that he had
a vocation,” said his mother, Luz
Caicedo de Peiia, who finally was
able to see her son after a 17-year
separation. “I did not think God
would give me so many years of life,
to watch him become a priest. God
has given me this gift.”

FATHER RIVERO

He is a Spaniard, born in what
he describes as “paradise,” Santa
Cruz de Tenerife, Canary Islands.
But Father Rivero grew up in south-
western Miami-Dade County, and
graduated from St. Brendan High
School.

It would have seemed he was
destined for a lucrative career in
business. While in high school, he
began working at a furniture store,
eventually moving up to operations
manager, where he supervised the
work of people much older than
him.

Yethe entered the seminary — St.
John Vianney, next door to St. Bren-
dan — right out of high school.

“Ialways had the curiosity of the
priesthood,” he recalled. “I would
go to Mass and ask my mom when

PLEASE SEE ORDINATION, A23



May 15, 2010

www.thefloridacatholic.org

YOUR MIAMI COMMUNITY [:vX

ORDINATION: In his final ordination, Archbishop Favalora welcomes four new priests into the archdiocesan family

FROM A22

I was very little — she tells me, I
don’t remember — that I wanted to
serve.”

He served as an acolyte and reli-
gious education teacher at his par-
ish, St. Timothy, where the associate
pastor at the time, Father Marcos
Somarriba, saw something in him.

“I'’knew since I first met him. We
talked alot. Itold him he was meant
for the priesthood,” said Father So-
marriba, now pastor of St. Kieran
Parish in Miami. “For me, he is like
my replacement. He is the type of
priest I wish (to minister) to my
family.”

“Yeah, I had a promising career,
but I didn'’t lose it,” Father Rivero
said. “No one took it away from me.
I gave it up freely. [ knew that wasn't
going to bring me happiness.”

FATHER TOLOSA

A native of Rio Negro, a small
town in the region of Colombia
whose capital is Bucaramanga,
Father Tolosa is one of 24 children,
the youngest of nine from his fa-
ther’s second marriage. He studied
finance and accounting but never
practiced it, working instead as a
consultant engineer for petroleum
companies.

At one point, he started his own
consulting business, but when it
faltered in 2000, he came to south
Florida. His goal was “to pay my
debts and go back to Colombia to
make another business.”

He worked odd jobs here to sup-
porthimself — busboy, waiter, dish-

VT
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A woman kisses the hands of
Father Armando Tolosa after
receiving a blessing after the
ordination ceremony May 8.

washer — and joined San Isidro
Parish in Pompano Beach, where
Father Roberto Garza, the arch-
diocese’s current vocations direc-
tor, was pastor. After a long spell
of working 50 to 60 hours a week,
he decided he needed a break and
took part in a Growing in the Spirit
retreat.

“Something happened that
weekend,” he recalled, that moved
him to grow closer to the Church
and the Lord. “I was really hungry
and thirsty for God.”

He entered the seminaryin 2004.
Although his family is very devout,
he had never considered the priest-
hood before, but said he does re-
member always playing one of the
Twelve Apostles in the Holy Week
processions in his hometown.

“We justwentaround the town in
a truck and we just ate grapes and

ANA RODRIGUEZ-SOTO | FC

With the imposition of hands,
Archbishop Favalora ordains
Giovanni Pefa as a priest of the
Archdiocese of Miami.

bread and just represented the Last
Supper with Jesus,” he said. “I think
the Lord had planted that seed in
my heart, all those moments in my
childhood, and now when I came
to this country, just with a different
purpose, God just broke my con-
tract. He said, ‘Thave a new contract
for you right now, Armando.” m

Listen to the vocations stories of the
new priests at www.miamiarch.org,
by clicking on “Conversations with
Archbishop Favalora” and going to
the segments for May 4, 5, 6 and 7.

MARLENE QUARONI | FC

Father Jesus “Jets” Medina imparts his first blessing to his mother,
Consortia Medina.

Ireland on sale - Great value now

August 4-13, 2010

Discover the beauty of the Emerald Isle
Natural beauty, romantic castles, and friendly
people. Whether you have Irish ancestry or not,
you'll fall in love with Ireland!

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS

Shrine of St. Patrick’s Cathedral
Our Lady of Knock Trinity College
Dublin Book of Kells

W'aterflord Bunratty Folk Park

G Clifs of Moher

Silqha} Bunratty Castle

Gahway Shannon

Blarney Stone Durty Nellies L yrey

Connemara Marble Blarney Woolen Mills & = 80

Book now! Last year’s trip sold out early!

Departure - August 4 to 13, round trip from Ft. Lauderdale and non-stop from N.Y. Cost: §3,290 per
person, double occupancy, plus taxes and airline fuel surcharges and subject to currency fluctuations
and number of participants.

Father Hoyer

+ Daily Masses in the company of two priests

* Round-trip airfare on regular Continental airline flights
+ Superior and first class hotels with private bath

* Services of an expert tour guide and deluxe bus driver
* Irish breakfast and dinner daily

+ Comprehensive sightseeing program

* All entrance fees, local taxes and baggage handling

Experience Ireland in a way that would
not be possible on your own.

€160-89L1L2

FOR INFORMATION AND COMPLETE ITINERARY
Altura Tours Reverend Michael Hoyer
Tour Directors  OR Our Lady Queen of Martyrs
1-800-242-4122 954-583-8725
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Francis Cardinal George, 0
and the people of th
Archdiocese of Chicag

extend our gratitude for the
leadership and guidance of

Archbishop

John C. Favalora

during his years of service
as Archbishop of Miami
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What he did before becoming a priest:
He entered the seminary right after high school.

When he knew he wanted to be a priest:

As a high school senior, he seriously considered
joining the Jesuits, but decided against it for
fear that he would spend more time teaching
than doing parish work. Ironically, he spent 17
years of his priesthood working as a teacher and
considers teaching the primary role of a bishop.

Person or event that triggered his vocation:

The example of his Jesuit teachers and his own
attendance at daily Mass.

On teaching:

“I was teaching high school (boys). It absolutely
is tough. ... But I enjoyed my teaching years
very, very much. I would say there’s probably
nothing that I did that prepared me better to be
a bishop than that. Because my chief role as
bishop is a teacher.”

What he would be doing if he had not become a priest:

“I thought of medicine, but didn’t like science.
[ thought of law. [ thought of architecture, but
couldn’t draw. Probably the architecture is what

I still like to dabble in.”

¢ : :
| guess I've never perceived

myself as a worrier. )

Favorite aspect of the priesthood:

Preaching and hearing confessions. “Preaching
and teaching are very much united. My vision,
my image there, is Jesus preaching to the crowds.
It’s the teacher’s challenge of whetting some-
one’s appetite so that their mind gets moving or
their heart gets moving in the right direction.”

Confession is similar, except the experience is
one on one. “It’s the dialogue between Jesus and
one other person. It’s that challenge that you
have as an instrument of God’s grace to choose
the right words, to pray for the enlightenment to
say the right thing that will dispose that person
to be as open to God’s grace as possible.”

Archbishop Favalora is shown here chatting with the
confirmation class at St. Stephen School in Miramar
in 2006. “I still enjoy wisiting schools and spending a
period just taking questions from (kids).”

Most difficult aspect of being a priest:

“Being misunderstood. ... In an instance when the
Church might be delivering a teaching that is very
hard to hear, you very much feel as Jesus did in the
Gospel, when he preached about the Eucharist
and many of his close disciples walked away and
never returned. ... I guess that’s where I have the
most difficulty, embracing the cross lovingly. |
think, rather naturally speaking, you want to run
away from the cross. You want to disassociate
yourself from the cross. Yet you know that to do
that would be to deny the Lord.”

What he does on his day off:

He loves to cook and tend to his herb garden;
or sit in the sun and read.

Favorite TV series:

“The Honeymooners” (he has the complete
series) and “Everybody Loves Raymond.”

Favorite type of music:

Classical

Thing he most fears:

Not much. His episcopal motto is “God will
provide.” “I guess I've never perceived myself as
a worrier. | try to deal with whatever comes,”
make a decision and move on. “You may find
out tomorrow or next month or next year that
the decision was wrong. Then my answer is,
we'll change our position. If it indeed is wrong,
[ don’t have any problem saying that.”

ARCHBISHOP
JOHN C. FAVALORA

Born Dec. 5, 1935, in New Orleans, Archbishop
Favalora is the only child of an Italian grocer
and a Cajun homemaker. He attended the
all-boys Jesuit High School in New Orleans and
entered the seminary in the New Orleans area
after graduation. He completed his theology
studies at the Pontifical Gregorian University
in Rome and was ordained there on Dec. 20,
1961, for the Archdiocese of New Orleans.

He worked as a seminary high school teacher,
seminary rector, archbishop’s secretary, judge
in the tribunal, pastor, director of the perma-
nent diaconate office and vocations director
until being named the first bishop of
Alexandria, La., on June 23, 1986. On

March 7, 1989, he was named bishop of

St. Petersburg, and on Nov. 3, 1994, he was
appointed Miami’s third archbishop. In addition
to degrees in theology, he earned certification
as a Latin and social studies teacher from
Xavier University in New Orleans and a mas-
ter’s in education from Tulane University.

Archdiocese of Miami
9401 Biscayne Boulevard
Miami, Florida 33138
305.762.1043 Fax 305.751.6227
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