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‘Come and see’

Knights and Dames of Malta return to Cuba as pilgrims to visit £l Cobre, see the good works they are funding

ANA RODRIGUEZ-SOTO
Florida Catholic staff

EL COBRE, CUBA — Tears
flowed freely at the feet of Our Lady
of Charity; patroness of Cuba, as a
group of pilgrims from Miami cel-
ebrated Mass ather sanctuary in El
Cobre.

After50 years awayfromtheland
of her birth, Ana Maria Capablanca
called the moment “cathartic.”

“Such emotion,” she said af-
terward. "I never thought ITwould
come here, It was a gift.”

A gift and a trip that officials
both of the Church in Cuba and
the Church in the UL.S. hope will be
repeated throughout 2011, when
Cubans celebrate the 400th anni-
versary of the discovery of the im-
age of Our Lady of Charity by three
fishermen in the Bay of Nipe.

The pilgrimage made Feb. 6-11
by Capablanca and 25 othess, mem-
bers ofthe Cuban Association of the
Order of Malta and members of St.
Thomas the Apostle Parish in Mi-
ami, was the first of several being
planned for this year.

This one was ied by Archbishop
Thomas Wenski, who celebrated
the Mass in El Cobre and Mass in
the cathedral of the Archdiocese
of Santiago, within whose jurisdic-
tion El Cobre is located. Also along
were Father Daniel Kubala, pastor
of St. Thomas the Apostle, and Fa-
ther Richard Vigoa, priest-secretary
and master of ceremonies for Arch-
bishop Wenski

The pilgrimage was [ast-paced
and grueling, marked by lengthy
and bumpy bus rides through the
Cuban countryside, most of the
time on the Carretera Central, a
two-lane highway built in the late
1940s. Never did the pilgrims get to
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Archbishop Thomas Wenski celebrates Mass in El Cobre, Cuba for .%m Miami pilgrims, m_ozu with Bishop
Luis Del Castillo of El Melo, Uruguay, left, and Father Richard Vigoa and Father Daniel Kubala of Miami.
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their final destination before night-
fall and often they were on the road
—oratMass —byB8am.

They began their journey in Ha-
vana, where they had a long meet-
ing with Cardinal Jaime Ortega and
visited a center for the elderly, one of
60 throughout the island receiving
stipport frofn the Cuban members
of the Order of Malta.

From there they traveled east to
Camaguey, where diocesan offi-
cials reported that donations from
the order have enabled them to
help more than 300,000 people, in
particular those who are elderly
and sick, including children with

‘archdiocese sponsors awareness
weekend, training sessions

Humah Trafficking Awareness Weekind
will be marked the weekend of Feb 19-20
In the Archdiocese of Miami; ?ﬁm.._?%
incluides the stones of victims of huma traf:
ficking wha five here in Florida, along with
a statement from Fhorida’s hishaps urging
Cathalics to become involved in the fight
“against hurman rafficking.

On Mov. &, 2010, the Archdioceseof
Ihami partrered i%mrsﬁummcaiﬁq
and the Center for Human Righs at Florida
‘State University 10 sponsor a workshop on
husman trafficking — whiat it is, how to be
aware ofit, En_..______._masann:# That
workshop drew 125 represantatives from
67 parishes A more in-depth, foflow-up:
warkshop Fet 13 this year deew 25 repre-
senatiesfom 11 paises.

*Flovida and California are the only
states 10 Initiate pilot programs for this
public awanness Eaﬁﬁ: * said Mary

Down'’s syndrome who are tended
to by the Siervas de Marfa (Servants
of Mary).

“We have cared for the needy, as
is proper tothe Church,” said Father
Ernesto Pacheco, vicar general of
the Diocese of Camaguey.

Moving on to Santiago, the pil-
grims were welcomed by Arch-
bishop Emeritus Pedro Meurice
and given an overview of the plans
for enlarging and restoring the
Cobre shrine and improving its
ancillary buildings, including the
former seminary which is now be-
ing used as a retreat house, and a
guest house for visitors, The shrine

Eﬂrﬂmﬂ. u%cﬁﬂ &mﬂ..i
ComTiEations. .Qﬁsﬂﬁaaﬁ this
llegal activity & to pravide informiation to all
who believe the Cathalic Church's teaching
that any form of slavery or treating humans
a5 tools for profit’ &5 an affront 10 human
digrity.”

To 5@ the human trafficking staries, o
to Panes AG-A, More information ala fs
available by foBowing the "human traffick-
ing” link on the archdiocese’s web page.
v iarmiarch.om

UMANTRAERICKING —

receives about halfamillion visitors
eachyear.

The vears-long renovation is ex-
pected to cost upwards of 6 million
euros, with the greatest expense
coming from the purchase of raw
materials such as cement which
have to be imported from abroad.

“This place in Cuba is not only
ours, We take care of it but it be-
longstoall Cubans and to the whole
Cuban Church,” said Mercedes Fe-
rrera, secretary to Santiago’s Arch-
bishop Dienisio Garcia.

The renovations need to be done
“so that the whole Cuban peaple,
wherever they are, can come to a

OF MIAMI

MORE G THE WEB

To read more stoties, in both
Engiish and Spanish, and see maore
plctures of this first pilgrimage
1o Cubia, o o the archdlocesan
website, wwwmiamizrch.omg,

place that is worthy,” Ferrera said.

Before leaving Fi Cobre, the pil-
grims celebrated a Mass in the up-
stairs area that houses the original
image of Qur Lady of Charity, The
next morning they celebrated Mass
in the cathedral of Santiago — Cu-
ba's primatial see which ence had
jurisdiction as far north as Flerida
and Louisiana.

After Mass, they received a guid-
ed tour of the cathedral and adja-
centmuseum by its enthusiastic di-
rector, Antonio Lopez de Queralta.
“Alotis exhibited,” he said. “Butalot
moreis in storage.”

After a stop in Campo Soriano to
visit another center for the elderly,
the group stopped briefly in Santa
Clara, where Bishop Arturo Gonza-
lez welcomed them like the father
in the parable of the Prodigal Son.
He met them after dark along the
road on the way into town and had
them stop at the monument to John
Paul I, located near the spot where
he celebrated his first Mass on the
islandin 1998.

About 100 people gather there
each month now to pray the rosary,
Bishop Gonzalez said. He also let
the visitors tour the diocesan li-
brary, which now includes 13,000
volumes of sometimes rare or hard
to find books and magazines.

The idea behind the establish-
ment of the library is to “rescue

PLEASE SEE CUBA, A2
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Pilgrims to Cuba take part in ‘extraordinary’ meeting with Havana’s cardinal

ANA RODRIGUEZ-SOTO
Florida Catholic staff

HAVANA, Cuba — The Catholic
Church in Cuba needs three things:
space, personnel and assistance —
not to mention a lot of understand-
ing, according to Cardinal Jaime Or-
tega of Havana. The cardinal sp oke
for more than two hours Feb, 7 with
members of the Cuban Association
of the Order of Malta who traveled
from Miami to Havana and from
there in pilgrimage to the Shrine of
Qur Lady of Charity in El Cobre.

Some members of the order and
their spouses had not returned to
the island in 50 years, since they
wentinto exile in the 1960s.

“This is a meeting between Cu-
bans who love Cuba. Love tran-
scends everything,” Cardinal Ortega
said at the start of the meeting,

The 26 people present introduced
themselves to the cardinal one by
one, telling him in particular when
they were last in Guba, Most of the
partings were not pleasant. AsFer-
nando Garcia Chacon, president of-
the Cuban Association of the Order
of Malta put it, “I did not depart, I
was ‘departed’.”’

The cardinal, however, pointed
outthat Cuba should not be identi-
fied with a particular political era.
“It s not the Cuba of Machado, nor
the Cuba of Grau San Mart{n, nor
the Cuba of Batista, nor the Cuba of
Castro, nor the Cuba of anyone. Ttis
Dy Country, my homeland,” because

ifnot, thereis atendencyto “idealize
pasteras.”

“Christianity surpasses all estab-
lished (political) systems,” he said,
rememberinga conversation he had
about Cuba with Pope John Paul II.
But “itis an ideal not yet reached” by
any nation.

“| am very grateful for all that
the Order of Malta does here,” said
the cardinal, because that “fosters
appreciation for the missien of the
Church among all the people.”

Then he touched on the subject of
forgiveness and reconciliation.

“If Christian priests or bisheps
cannot talk about reconciliation,
wearelost” he said, referring to the
negative connotation the word has
for some exiles in Miami, and the
strong criticism sometimes heaped
upon the Church in Cuba because
it does not confront or publicly criti-
cize the Castro government.

Apparently the “media terror”
in Miami is more frightening than
any other, cardinal said. “The con-
cepts of terror are fairly relative,” he
noted.

He also spoke of how the Cuban
Church, during those “terrible years
of isolation and loneliness,” was
harshly criticized by proponents
of liberation theology. Even some
Church officials went so far as to say
that the Church in Cuba “only has
what it deserves for not putting itself
on the side of the poor.”

*We have been like a sandwich,
squished and pressed on the grill,”
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Cardinal Jaime D:mmm__
of Malta conclude their meeting

Cardinal Ortega said. He asked for
*understanding, pardon, a letting
go” and even acceptance of suffer-
ingbecause “thatwasthe method of
the Redeemer.”

The meeting ended with every-
one praying the Our Father.

His words moved some of those
present, among them Ana Marfa

Archbishop ._._._namw r._w_mnmw.
by praying the Our Father. {ANA
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Capablanca, the wife of aknight of
Maltawhowas visiting the island for
the first time in 50 years. Her hus-
band, Fernando, had returned for
the firsttime lastyear to visit some of
the projects supported by the Cuban
Association of the Order of Malta.

“I got very emotional when he
staried to talk about reconciliation,”

m_.__m leaders of the Cuban association of the On
RODRIGUEZ-SOTO| FC)

Ana Maria Capablanca said. “It
been 50 years, so many horrl
things, and the Church has b
able to survive. How can peopl
Miami criticize? We have to i
pathways."

“That was an extraordinary
tle session here,” said Archbis
Thomas Wenski atthe end. ®

CUBA

FROM A1

the patrimony” of Cuban letters,
Bishop Gonzalez said. The library
also is the site of art exhibits and
discussions on topics such as faith
apd reason thatbring together both
atheists and believers.

After reaching Havana at 3 a.m.
the next day, the pilgrims were
back on the road after breakfast,
touring a home for elderly wom-
en housed at the Church of San
Francisco de Paula in the Vibora
neighborhood, and another center
for the elderly at the Church of El
Sagrado Corazén (Sacred Heart)in
Los Pinos.

In the afternoen they celebrat-
ed Mass at the impressive Santa
Marfa del Rosario in the Bl Cotorro
neighborhood. The church dates
back to 1730 and has retained its
original glory. It was built in the
baroque style by the family of Fer-
nando Garcia Chacon, president
of the Cuban Association of the
Order of Malta, who was among
those making the pilgrimage.

Ttwas his first time back in Cuba

\

Archhishop
Archbishop Thomas Wenski on
ANA RODRIGUEZ-50TO] FO)

after 50 years.

“QObviously, there was a certain
concern about coming face to face
with a situation that is and has
been very painful,’ said Garcia
Chacon. “Coming face to face with

Pedro Meurice, bishop emeritus of Santiago, greets
his arrival in El Cobre.

1
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50 lost years has been very diffi-
cult” ;.

But, he added, “there has been.
great pain — both for those there
{in exile) as well as for those here
(in Cuba), Whichwas greater? That

Fernando Garcia Chacon recites
the prayer of the Knights of
Malta after Mass inthe El Cotorro
neighborhood of Havana.

is very personal.”

Garcia Chacon was not the only
one among the pilgrims who had
been hesitant to return to Cuba.

“I'm not very happy te be here
atall,” said Capablanca at the start
ofthe trip. “F'm very confused. But
Ilook at it as if it was meant to be
and I'm happy to go to Cobre. 'm
also happyto see the Churchisre-
ally doing something. With alittle
bit of money you can do alotin this
country. ! like that.”

“I see a lot more relaxed attitude.
1 see a lot more permissiveness
in terms of Church,” said Robert
Chisholm, a Miami architect and

aspiring Knight of Malta who
traveled to Cuba six or seveny
ago to lead the first ever Emn
men'’s retreat on the island.

“That being said, this is a
tatorship and this is commur
There's a line that's not going
crossed,” Chisholm said.

He added that confront:
is not a productive path fo
Church. “The only way to acl
anything is through human |
action.”

“Everything is little by hitt
you can't lose heart,” said Rol
“piro” Suarez, legal advisor!
Cuban bishops who along wi
wife, Alina, served as the pilg
invaluable guide and tro
shooter throughout the trip.

He recalled the words 1
ther Felix Varela, the great
thinker, who in his writin
tolled "whatis small, what is
ymous, what is constant.” 7
what is going en with the C
in Cuba, Suarez said.

4Come, atleast to know
happening),” he said, refer
the pilgrimages. “Come ar
Your Mother is waiting.” ®
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Helping men ‘cross the goal’

One day, men-only regional retreat coming March 26 to South Florida

TOM TRACY
m&u_.ﬁ_m Catholic comespondent

PARKLAND — If more Citho-
lic men had adeeper connection

to their Church communiny, there

might be far fewer divarees and
problems that plague society at
Targe, saysa permanent deacon in-
yolved in men's ministry in South
Florida.

“Men really have a great deakol
difficulty knowing where they are
supposed to fitand where theyare
supposed to be in the world today:
We came through women's Jibera-
tion and the sexual revolution and
men don't play theroles theyused o
play.” said Deacon Vince Eberling, a
member of Mary Help of Christans
Parish in Parkland, and & nuclear
cardiologist working in Boca Raton.
“So without having a role model
they are winidering around by
themselves.”

Whenmenarewanderlng around

by themselves they getinto trouble,

bt when a guy has another puv’s
baek; hewill keep him from getting
into trouble in the fiest place; ac-
cording to Deacon Eberling.

After'working with pther Catho-
liemenin the area and the National
Federatlon of Catholic Men over the
vears, and after spending a year or
twoin the planning stages, Deacon
Eberling is helping to launch the
first archdideesewlde men's confor-
encein connection with anationalky
recopnized men's ministry leam 4s-
sociated with Eternal Word Televi-
sion Network (EWTN).

The one-day event is open to all
Catholic men In South Florida and
set for Saturday, March 26, at St
Mark Parjsh inSeuthwest Hanches.

Afout-person team from "Crossing
the Goal,” a TV program and min-
istry of EWTN, will lead the retrear,
which already has been presented
inothet cities,

Through a formatand style that
men can relate o — including
sportscasting terminology and con-
cepts — Deacon Eberling said the
conference will invite men to have d
closer relationship with Christ, their
Church and family communities:

And unlike other men's gather-
ings, this conference has a follow-up.
Menwill be asked 1o attend a retreat
and laterhe encouraged to gatherin
small accountabiiity groups,

The presentation team includes:

» Peter Herbeck, vice president
and direstor of Missions for Renewal
Ministrles. Herbeck Is a co-host on
"'he Choices We Face” and a mem-
ber of the new television program
*Crossing the Goal.” Heis also the
hiat uqmaﬁ_ﬁmna program, "Flre
on the Earth,” focusing on Catholie
missionand evangelization.

« [rian Patrick, hostofthe "Son
Rise Eo.:ﬁ:mm_ssﬂ: on Ginginnati'’s
Sacred Heart Catholic Radio. Heisa
broadeast vetecan of television and
radio for neariv 35 vears and an ac-
tive volunteer, mentoring men who
strugple with-addiciion, speaking
openlyofhis own recovery and con-
version. _

» Gurtis Martin, president and
founder of FOCUS, the Fellowship
of Catholic Uiniversity Students, ong

of the fastest-growing movements:

in the Catholic Church. Martin
holds & master's degree in theology,
istheauthorol the best-selling book
"Made for More," and is co-hest of
the pew groundbreaking show on
EWTN, "Crossingthe Goal,"

For a FREE lunch/tour call or send completed form below.

St Joseph Residence T

invites you to a FREE lunch and tour

Sendors who need a little extra help with daily Iroing while
maintaming ther dignity und pride, find real, caring and
compuassionate friends at Catholic Hyalth Services' dssisted
living .,‘___nﬂ_u_____c___...., From managing medications and monttoring
nutrition to assistance with bathmg and dressing, help t5

| ahuays avarlable, in a warm and Jriendly environment!

ﬂﬁ. St ooy Ritilanee

3485 NW. 30th 3¢, Lawderdale Lakes, FL 33371

(5534) 739-1483

Vil us at:

org

Sl St, Joseph Residence |
_ An Assisted Listng Conumuniy ;

Zip:

ALF ipenzs FE0TI00
Thin fazilty Is met @ mursirg Bemr, o i Sarefors not feeszol t previda complox, 34-beer mrsing carn.

« Danny }EnEqE_E aformer
NFEL player with the New Orleans
Saints, who works full 1ime with
Crossing the Goal ministries. He
also serves in an advisory capac-
ity to the board of direciors of Na-
tional Fellowship of Catholic Men
and travels throughout the United
States speaking at Cathaolic men's
conferences.

Deacon Fberling said that the
shortfallwith men’s spiritual events

is often that “we find everyone goes.

up the mountainand then there is
no follow-up,” but this conference
will hopefullvblossominto regional
refreats, leaching men how 1o move
into small prayer or Scripture study
and spologetics groups,and how 1o
be accoungable to oneanather,

The presenters will break down
men’s issues and concerns Into'a
football formar: Theystartoff witha
‘playhook, a game plan; a red zone
andan end zone.” After the retreat,
it is hoped this tirst initiative wiil
enahle parishes to tallor that "game

pian’ for thelr groups in the coming

VEQTS,

Inthe past the Crossing the Goal
team focused its series of talks on
such things as the seven deadly sins,
virtues, and marriage and fmily,

“They have guyson the team who
are olderand some are younger. We
all know what we are supposed 1o
do and would like to do, but they
will help us understand how to get
there," Deacon Eberling sald, em-
m___ua,m.n,m the conference is for men
hil

.H_u__._.u.. day will begin with morning
refreshments followed by the team
membertalks, Throughout the en-

e ——

tire day, priests will be available
for the sacrament of reconcilintion,
Lunchwill be served, and there is
time for prayer, question and an-
swer, and fellowship,

The retreat will close with a Tit-
urgy celebrated by Archbishop
Thomas Wenskd,

1 promised the archbishop that
this canference will not cost the

N THE EOOTSTEPS @F

|ESUS

archdiocese one dime and his pas-
tors will not see anincrease in thelr
workload, and | can stand hehind
that,” said the deacon, who is also
part.of his parish Emmaus retreat
TEan.

Registration Is $25 per person. A
speciul website has been set up for
the retreat atwww.miamicathotic-
men.com, or call 8547737170 m

& THE APOSTLES

JOIN FATHER DAVID WATHEN.O.EM.

AN EXPERIENCED HOLY LAND GUIDE:
- DN A JOURNEY OF FAITH IN THE

LANDS OF GOD'S REVELATION

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land and Jordan
Jurte 18-29, 2017 - $3,690

E_.# E..!Ea:ﬂ
= !!_5__ wn._u__!._m.u__h.__ﬂ-uﬂh_d
ar Call: t-A00-566-7499

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
July3-14, 2011253475

Pilgrimage to Egypt and the Holy Land
July 27 - August 9, 2017 453,500

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
October 1-10, 2011 - 53,500

Pilgrimage to Egyptand the Holy Land
November 30 - December 17, 2011« 33,550

Coming in November and December.. hnn.au:.ﬂmnﬁ:ﬁb&unuinmr —

LG RIMACGES
FEIT
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each year!
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== Do vyou know THE ABC’'s oF A CAPUCGHIN
CHARITABLE GiFTr ANNUITY ?

A Annual Guaranteed Income for Life
B  Benefits - Immediate and Future Tax Benefits
C Charitable Contribution Deduction

If you are 65 or pver, a Capuchin Charitable Gift Annuity provides all
these benefits and the satisfaction of knowing yvou're helping the
Capuchin Franciscan Friars of the Province of St __P:mcwn:.__m continue
to assist the poor and bring the Word of God to over a million people

Rates are based on your age at the time of the gift. They begin at 5.5% at age 65 and climb
to 9.5% at age 90, We are a member of the American Council On Gift Annuities, a group that
offers seund gift annuity rates,

Pledse contact ux today fer a no obiigotion proposel thad explaink pose _v._#a.:.“ bl ___..____...Hn__..i ar thi £unln ditferrmbsetion il

Your gt helps Friarsliks
Hr. Walt continue a food
pantry Tar the podr.

Jarry Gaughan, Dirsctor
C1-800-224-0330
jerryg@capuchin.cam

MAME =

ADDRESS

Ty STATE, L) =.
QIRTHOATE(S) AND

PHOME ( 1 AMOUNT CONSIDERING EMAIL

Capuchin Development Center
220 - 37th Stroet m_

Pitisburgh, PA 15201
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‘New Age’ is old Gnosticism

Despite the secularism of our
age — pr perhaps, because of it—
many people are rediscovering an
interest in spiritnality. One can go
to almost any commercial hook-
store-and discover whole sections
devoted to the theme,

Unfortunately, most
of what sells as “spiritual
reading,” usually classi-
fied under the heading
of “New Age," does not
demand any more faith
or beliel than going o
the movies. Not all that
is marketed under the
rubric “spirituality” is
“ehicken soup” for the

much of it, if consumed
indiscriminately or un-
warily, could prove poisonous to
the 1ife of faith. While New Age
writings may seductively appeal
o the legitimate longing ofhuman
nature, they are fundamentally
opposed to Christian revelation.
Spirituality in our Catholic.
tradition js more than Just nar-
cissisiic navel gazing, It is not a
self-absorbed seeking after self-
fulfillment found through esoteric
teachings or practices. Chiistian-
ity's invitation is to look outwardly

FReM THE
ARCHBISHOP

Thomas
Christian soul. Indeed, — VWenski

and beyond — to a "New Advent”
of the God who calls us to a dia-
logue of love, a dialogue which
irivites us to conversion and sub-
mission to his will,

Authentic spirituality for the
Christian is not so much
ahout oursearch for God,
hut God's search for us.
Spiritual life is a relation-
ship with the Triune God
entered into through our
participation in Christ's
passion, death and res-
urrection through biap-
tism and the living of a
life of discipleship. This
personal relationship
‘with God grows through
his free gift of grace and
~sheds Tight on our rela-
tionship to our fellow men and
women and indeed on our rela-
tionship to the world.

New Age spirituality — born-as
& reaction 1o contemporary cul-
ture bul nevertheless jts child —
certainly represents a new chal-
fenge to the Church today. Yet,
there isvery little thatis "new” in
New Age teachings. A joint state-
ment issued a lew years ago by the
Pontifical Council for Culture as
well as the Pontifical Council for

‘While New Age writings
may seductively appeal
to the legitimate longing
of human nature, they
are fundamentally
opposed to Christian
revelation. :

Interreligious Dialogue quoles
the Holy Father, who warns with
regard to the “return of ancient
Gnostic ideas under the gulse of
the so-called New Age: We can-
not delude ourseives that this will
fead toward a renewal of religion.
It is only a new way of practicing
Gnosticism — that attitude of the
spirit that, in the name of a pro-
found knowledge of God; results
in distorting His Word and replac-
ing it with purely humanwords."
That statement titled "fesus
Christ, the Bearer of the Water of
Life," offers an insightful analysis
of the New Age movement and its
incompatibility with sound Chris-
tian doctrine and practice. Itspe-
cifically cautions against using
the Enneagram, which in recent

years has enjoyed some populac
ity among Christian groups anc
has even been promoted by some
Catholic religious communities
The Enneagram, a pseudo-psy.
chological exercise supposedh
based on Eastern mysticism, in
troduces ambiguity into the doc
trineand life of the Christian faitl
and therefore cannat be happil
used to promote growth in an au
thentic Christian spirituality.

In "Novo Milenio Ingunte,” Johi
Paul 11 urged parishes to becom
"guthentic schools of prayer.” A
he says, ", we who have receive
the grace of believing in Chris
the revealer of the Father and th
Savior of the world, have a duty |
show to what depths the relatior
ship with Christ can lead” (8
33).

Ag “Jesus Christ, the Bearer.
the Water of Life" says: “To tho
shopping around in the world
fair of religious proposals, tl
appeal of Christianity will be fe
first of all in the witness of tl
members of the Church, in the
trust, calm, patience and chee
fulness, and in thelr concrete lo
of neighbors, all the fruit of the
faith nourished in authentic pe
sonal praver.”’ &

a Nueva Era es Gnosticismo viejc

A pesar del secularismo de
riuestra época— o quizasacausa
de #l — muchag personas estan
redescubriendo un interés en la
espiritualidad. Uno puede ir 4
casi cuglguler libreria comercial,
y encontrar secciones completas
dedicadas a este tema.

‘Desafortunadamente, 1a ma-

yorin de lo que se vende como
“lectura espiritual’, gendralmen-
teyclasificada bajo la categoria de-
“Nueva Era”) no exige mds fe o
creencia que el acto de ir-al cine,
No todo lo que se comercializa
bajo la ribrica de “espirituall-
dad" es “sopa de pollo” para el
alma cristiana, En realidad, gran
parte de eso, sise consume indis-
criminadamente o sin cuidado,
puede resultar venenoso para la
vida de lafe. Aunque los escritos
de | Nueva Era puedan apelar
seductoramente a los anhelos le-
gitimos delanatu ratera humani,
en lo fundamental se oponen ala
revelaclon cristiana,

La espiritualidad, en nuestra
tradicion catdlica, es algo mis
que la autocontemplacion narci-
sista. No se trata de una busgiie-
dn que se ahsorbe en el propio ser
para lograr una autorrealtzacion

gue se alcanza por medio de en-
sefianzas 0 practicas esotéricas.
La invitacian de la cristiandad es
a mirar hacld fuera y mds alla —
hacia un "Nuevo Advenimiento”
del Digs que nos llamaa un did-
logo de amor, un didlogo que nos
invita ala conversitn ¥ ali sumi-
sitin a su voluntad.

Para el cristiano, |2 auténtica
espiritualidad consiste no tan-
to en nuestra busqueda de Dios
como en la biisqueda de Dios por
nosoiros. La vida espiritual es
una relacién con el Dios Trinoala
cual se entra por medio de nues-
tra participacion en la pasion, la
muerte ylaresurreccion de Cristo
ateaves del bautismo yuna vida
de discipulado, Esta relacion per-
sanal con Dioscrece por medio de
su regalo gratuilo de la gracia, y
arroja Uz sobre nuestras relacio-
nes con el projimo — los hombres
y a5 mujeres que nos acompanan
‘enlavida —y, por supuesio, sobre
nuestra relacion con ¢l mundo,

La espiritualidad de la Nueva
Era — nacida como una reaccion
a la cultura contemporines y, no
nbstante, hija suya — representa,
en verdad, un nuevo desafio a la

Iglesia de hoy. Sin embargo, hay

-

poco de “nueyo” en las ensenan-
zas de laNueva Bra, Una declara:
cion conjunta emitida hace unos
afos por el Consejo Pontificio
para la Cultura y por el Consejo
Pontificio para el Didlogo Inte-
rreliginso, cita al Santo Padre,
que advierte en contra del "re-
greso de antiguas ideas gnosticas
bajo el disfraz de lallamada Nue-
va Era: No podemos hacernos |2
{lusion de que esto pueda llevar a
una renovacion de la religion. Es
s6lo una nueva forma de practi-
car el gnosticismo — esa actitud
del espiritu gue, en nombre de un
conocimiento profundo de Dios,
termina por distorsionar 5u Pa-
labra y remplazarla con palabras
puramente humanas”.
Esadeclaracion, titulada "Jesu-
cristo, el dador del Agua de Vida",
pirece un anéllsis profundo del
movimiento de la Nueva Era, y
de su Incompatibilidad con la
doctring y ia practica cristiana
cabales, La declaracion advierte
especificamente contra el uso del
Eneagrama, que en anos recien-
tes ha disfrutade de alguna popu-
laridad entre grupos cristianos, y
que hasta ha sido promoyido por
algunas comunidades religio-

sas catdlicas. El Eneagrama,

efercicio seudosicoldgico basa
supuestamente en el misticisi
oriental, introduce 1a ambigl
dad en la doctrina y la vida
la fe cristiana y, porlo tante,
puede emplearse felizmente pi
promover el desarrollo dentro
una auténtica espiritualidad o
tiana. )

En Novo Milenio Ineunte, It
Pablo I animo a las parrogu
a converfirse en “auténticas
cuelas de oracion”. Como él d
“quienes hemos recibido la gre
de créer en Cristo, el revelador
Padre y el Salvador del mundo
nemos el deber de mostrar hi
gué profundidades puede con
cirlarelacion con Cristo”. (n.|

Como "Jesucristo, el dador
AguadeVida' dice: "Para guie
van de comprasa la feria de |
puestas religiosas del munds
atractlvo del cristianismo se
tira, primeto que todo, enel
monio delos miembrosdelal
in, en su confianza, sereni
paciencia y gozg, ¥ €n su i
conereto por el prajimo, todo
fruto de una fe alimentada p
auténtica oracion personal”.|
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Gained in translation:
the Roman Missal

A guide to the new English translation of the Mass, which

Catholics will begin using November 2011

PETER FEUERHERD

A rranslator is 2 traitor,

Father Paul Turner, a priest of
the Diocese of Kansas City-5t,
Joseph; Muo., knows the saving as
an insite joke among those who
move wards, phrases and mean-
ings from one language to an-
pther, He points out that the joke
works better in Italian, where the
words for "traitor” and “transia-
tor" are almost the same.

Butinany language the phrase
poinis to a greater truth, said Fa-
ther Turner; a Latin scholacwho
worked for the International Com-
mission on English in the Liturgy:
(ICEL) that developed the transla-
tion ofthe new Roman Missal., |

"Anytime you translate youare
doing your best. But it is nearly

impossible to captiure all the nu-
ances and bring them into a new
language," he said.

Ar the ICEL commission megt-
Ings;, Father Turner served as
recorder of the proceedings held
by 11 bishops from the English-
speaking world, Led by Bishop Ar-
thur Ruche of Leeds, England, the
group reviewed liturgleal transla-

tions. Along with other scholars,

Father Turner, whe is also pastor
of 5t. Muchin Parish in Camer-
on, Mo, could raise'polnts abour
meaning and grammar, hut cnly
the bishops vored on the actual
approvals

Sometimes proposed sugges-
tions were inserted into the Te-
vised texts; other times sugges-
tions failed to win approval, The
group; said Father Turner; was de-
termined that the original Latin of
theliturgical texts was faithfully
rendered into English as much as
possible,

"We want the liturgy to be un-=
derstood,” he said. "Burthosewho
pray it have to know that it is the
praver heing brought to us by the
tradition.”

The result, for American Cath-
olicswho [irst encounter the Mis-
sal; will take some adjustment.

The current translation focuses
onrenderingthetexts understand-
ableto modern English-speakers.
The new translation will focus
more on keeping the nuances in
the original Latin. The result will

LEARN ROSARY MAKING
LEWTS & COMPANTY
Contatt oy [ora catalog A
ittty ol lee
rosaryparis.com
H.mmu.uﬁ-mmcc

bethe use of some phrases and
words thatare not normally a part
of everyday English discourse,

"It's not that the franslation we
have is wrong or heratical. But
whatwe gainedin fluidity {in Eng-
lish) we lost in nuance (from the
Latin}," said Father Turner.

For example: the new transla-
tion sometimes uses the word "in-
effable” to describe the powerof
God, Webster's defines the word
as anything "incapable of being
expressed in words." While not
a part of daily English speech —
although Father Turner notes he
saw the word in'a recent edition
of Mewsweek — "it's a great word
when you talk shout the mystery
of God. Itis a word that means we
arespeechless before God.” When
taken in context, he said, English-
speakers will become familiar
with it for a description of a mys-
terious quality of God.

Other exampies: Inthe Creed of
thenewmissal, the old translation
read that Jesus was "one in being"

with the Father. The new transla-
tion will describe this relationship
as "consubstantial™ an English
word as close to the origingl Latin
meaning as possible,

"It’s an unusual word: But the
relationship between Jesus and
the Father is unusual and needs
a unigueword" sald Father Turn-
er, adding that ancient Church

councils attempted to define this

relationship in a precise a way as
possible, and modern English-
speakers should have the benefit
of thoge Insights,

American Catholics routinely
regite the Creed each Sunday in
which Jesus is.described as “born
of the Virgin." That phrase, said
Father Turner, fafls to capture the
full mature of Jesus. "Incarnate,”
theword used in the new {ransla-
tion; isintended to emphasize that
af lesus conception the divine
was present.

It may sound strange at first
but, said Father Turner, English-
speaking Christians through
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The Congregation for Bivine Worship
and the Piscinlire’of the Sacrments has
appraved a new English dranslation of
the Roman Missal, Third Edition, the rifuzl
tent cotaining prayers and instnstions
far the cefebration of the Mass, The first
e of this new 1ext In the Unlred States.
will be on the first Sunday of Advent, Nov,
27,2011,

The Impfenentation of this new
mﬂ_m& Iranslation raises many questians:

the ages have recited the Lord's
Prayer, with its famous phrase,
“hallowed be thy name.” The
word "hallowed” is rarely used
in English anymore, but English-
speakiers reciting the Lord's Prayer
easily recognize itin that context.
The same should hold true {or the
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wath the ditian? How will 1his trnsiation
affiect ry mirststars and liturgicat musi-
tizns?

hone of these questions has a shor,
<|mple answar This'is the fifih in & series
of anicies poduced by the LS Confer
ence of Cathedic Bishops that seeks 1o
answerthasequestions.

Sample fexts of the changes, and much
mare information; are avalkable a the
U5 bishops website, wwiw tiscet u.@_
romanmissal.

terminology in the new missal,
said Father Turner,

The ultimate goal will be Eng-
lish-speaking Catholies reciting
prayers that more precisely ren-
dertheir original Latin meanings,
making the traitor in translation
as unebtrusive as possible. m
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Eight religious mark anniversaries of consecrated li]
This year's jubilarians are four Marist Brothers, four Servants of the Pierced Hearts of Jesus and Mary

MIAMI — Eightimen andwomen
religious currentiy working in the
archdiocese were honored Feb. 13
during a MassatSt. Mary Cathedml
celebrated by Archbishop Thomas
Wenski,

This annual Mass honors those
markinganniversaries — 25, 50, b
and even 70 years — of their reli-
gious professionand coincides with
the celebration of the World Day of
Consecrated Life.

“The purpose of thisdayis three-
fold: first of all to praise and thank
the Lord for the gift of consecrated
life; inthe second place, to promote
the knowledge and appreciation
by all the peaple of God; finally,
(o invite all those who have fully
dedicated their life to the cause of
the Gospel 1o celebrate the marvels
thar the Lotd has operated in them,”
sald Sister Ana Margarita Lanzas of
the Servants of the Pierced Hearts
of Jesus and Mary, archdiocesan di-
rector for religious.

She noted that the celebration of
the World Day of Consecrated Life
was started by the Venetable John
Paul 11in 1997 and timed to'coln-
cide with the feast of the Presenta-
tion ofthe Lord, -

“In faet, the tblation of the Son of
God — symbolized by his presenia-
tion in the Temple — is the model
for every man and woman that
vonsecrates all his or her life to the

Brather Chanel
" Lambert

Lotd," Sister Lanzas said.

Ty see pictures and a story about
the Feb. 13 celebration, goto www.
miamiarch.org, Following are brief
hingraphies of the jubilarians.

DOUBLE DIAMOND .
JUBILARIANS: 70 YEARS
Brother Chanel Lambert,

Marist Brothers of the Schools

Born May 31,1923, in Lawrence,
Mass. Brother Lambert grew up in
a very faith-filled Catholic family.
His faith was nurtared in his early
formative years at home, by the
sisters in school and by the Marist
Fathers in the patish. Brother Lam-
bert became a yowed member of
the Marist Brothers of the Schools
in 1941 and achieved his degrees
in education at Marist College and
Fordham University.

Members of his family have

Brother Rafael
G. Martin

parted him in his Marist life and
ministry over the last 70 years,

Hrother Rafael G, Martin,
Marist Brothers of the Schools
Born in Cruces, Cuba, but raised
in Yaguajay, Las Villas, Brother
Martin entered the Marist Brothers'
seminaryin Cienfuegosin 1938 and

Brother Julio
Vitores

served as models of service in the
consecrated lite. His brother was a
Marist bishopin the missions of the
Pacific for44 years; four aunisiwere
nuns; a nephew is also a Marist
teaching brother; and a gmndnepl-
pw was ordained for the Diocese of
Tallahassee twi yearsago.

Over the years, Brother Lam-
hert has served in many different
minjstries: high school teaching
and geaching sports In schools in
Massachusetts, New York; Hinots,
Oregon, and Miami; moderator of
the Sodality of Our Lady; ditector
afa Marist summer camp for boys;
coordinator of apreventive mainte-
nance progran forsehools. Atpres-
ent he isliving in a retirement resi-
dence for Marist Brothers in Miami.
He said he s very grateful to God for
his vocation and to his parents, rel-
atives and brothers who have sup-
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fro wrote one half of the New Testament

June 16 — June 25

# Includes: Round-trip airfare from Miami, fiest class hotels,
4 day Greek lsle tour with standard Inside cabin, daily Mezs
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continued his religious formation
in Espira-de-I'Agly, France, until
the novitiate, He moved 1o Pontos,
Spain, during World War l1, T 1543,
Brother Martin began teaching el-
ementary school In Clenfuegos and
from 1944 to 1957 hewas assigned to
teach at Champagnat Schoolin Ha-
vana. In 1957, he became vocations
director for the Marist Brothers in
Cuba. When the brothers left Cuba
in 1961, he worked untillate 1962 in
Colomibia, when he was tansferred
to Miami'to work with unaccompa-
nied Cuban bays, a work he contin-
ued in Lineoln, Neb,

Since 1965, Brother Martin has
worked at Marist High School in
Bayonne, N.J; Christopher Colum-
bus High Schonl in Miami; Univer
sidad de Monterrey in Manterrey,
Mexico: and as director of religious
education in Las Vegas, New Mex-
lco: Back inMiami, he has beena
|ibrarian, audiovisual coordinator
and in the last years, in charge of
the bookstore at Golumbus High
Schinol. :

Since his retirement in 1945,
Brother Martin has become more
involved with the Cuban Marists
Alumni, an activity he began in
1969, Inn 2009, he published a book,
“Colegio Champagnat de la Vibora,
1915-1961" and is now preparing
anotherone, ‘Presencia Marista en
Cuba, 1903-1961" (*Marist Presence
in Cuba, 1903-1961"), .

DIAMOND
JUBILARIAN: 60 YEARS
Brother Julio Vitores,
Marist Brothers of the Schools
Barn in Palencia, Spain, in avery
religious family, Brother Vitores
spent his formation years, 1946 1o
1952, in Turin, Italy, where he made
the novitiate and was accepted to
recelve his firSt vows as a Marist
Brother. From 1952 ta 1954, he con-
tinued his studies In Gerong, Spain;
and received a bachelor's degree.
From 1954 t0 1961, he served in Cai-

Eor reservations or information, call
ALTURA TOURS 800-242-4122
Or Fr. Hoyer 954-583-8725

$3499.00 per person double occupancy PLUS fuel surcharge,
port taxes, currency fluctuations, single supplement available.

s

batten and Havana, Cuba, teaching
elementary schonl. He also attend-
ed St Tomas de Villanugva Univer
sity in Havana, earning & masters
degree in philpsophy and letters.
When the Castro regime took over;
hewas expelled from Cuba and sent
taSpain. Hewas later sent to France
“and Guatemala where he taught
high school.

In 1967, Brother Vitores was
sent to the 115, where he taught at
Marist High Schoolin Bavonne, N.J.

Heattended Villanova Universityin

Pennsylvania and obtained a
ter’s degree in education. In 19
came (o Miami to teach at Ch
pher Columbus High School.
ayear, hieleft for Kobe, Japan, 1
lie taught At Marist Internal
IHigh School for two years. H
spent one year [n Fribourg, Sv
land, and another at the Ca
University in Parls, and obta
master’s degree in theology:

From 198610 the present, B
Vitores has beenteachingat©
bus High School. His activith
Marist Brother have been di
toward the teaching of the |
tlan faith as well as secular su
working with youth group
eoaching soccer, tennis and |

He said le gives thanks |
recoprition and honerof th
lee celebrationand most ofal
the prayers, so thathe willbe
continue on the path of St b
fin Champagnat.

GOLDEN
JUBILARIAN: 50 YEAI
Brother Michacl Brad:
Muarist Brothers of the Sct
Born in Covington, Ky i
andraised inan Irish-Cathol
ily, Brother Brady joined the
Brothers in Esopus, N.Y., aft
school in 1960, and comple
npyitiate in 1962, From th
went to Marist College in |
keepsie, N.Y., graduating i
He taught in high schools
lersey and In 1977 he arr
Christopher Columbus High
in Miaml, where hiehas tau|
tory and religion. He has
member of the campis m
director of admissions anc
rently in his third yearas pr
Hesaid, "Thishes been awo
journey” and thanks God a
Lady formultiple blessings,

Hearts of Jesus and Mi
Borminleon, Nicaragua,
21, 1961, Mother Galindo!|
the religious institute of!
vantsof the Pierced Hearts
and Maryin the Archdioee!
amiin 1990, Thelr spiritual
fsto bealiving image and ¢
of the heart of Mary In the
the Churchand toplace th
ian charism at the secvic
Petrine Principle, The a
charism of the communit!
ardentwitnesses of the po
fecundity of love and the
of the magisterium and t
of the Church, so as 1o
hurmgn heart to bulld amne
zation of love, truth and 1i
heartofthe Churchand in:

PLEASE SEE JUBILARIA
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Shining a light on the blind

Catholic churches, religious educators take part

JONATHAN MARTINEZ AND
ANA RODRIGUEZ-50TOQ
of the Flonda Cathalic

WILTON MANORS — Dolores
MeDiarmid has spent most of her
professional life helping the blind
to funcrion in the sighted world.
Now, she Is helping the sighted
to see the hlind in the spiritual
world. .

MeDiarmid is a public aware-
ness specialistwith the Lighthouse
of Broward,
whose mission
is o enhance
the indepen-
dence, pro-
ductivity and
quality of life
ofchildrenand
adultswhoare
blind or visu-
ally impaired.
she 15 also a
Catholicwitha
degree in pastoral ministries from
5t, Thomas University,

Her professional and personal
passions intersected 4 few years
ago when she conduicted research
on the spiritual needs of blind and
visually impaired adults and chil
dren in Broward County. Now the:
Lighthouse has received 4 grant
that allows McDiarmid 10 fuse
hoth her passions once again.

“The grant ls-aimed at encour-
aging the Lighthouse's clients 1o
hecome more active In their faith
communities — both Catholic and
non-Catholic — and to make memn-
bers of the faith communities feel
more comfortable in reaching put
to those who are blind and visually
impaired.

Dolores Hanley
mcDiarmid

‘We're the first agency in the

country serving blind and visually
impaired people that is network:
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of Mercy during an activity where
parish hosted a sensitivity
holy . .
UONATHAN MARTINEZ | FC)

ingwith faith communities;” said
MeDiarmid during a training ses-
sion she conducted Jan, 19 with
archdiocesan directors of religious
.education,

A few days earlier; she had con-
ducted asimilar training session at
<. Clement Parish in Wilton Man-
ors; and on Feb. 24 she will conduct
another one at St. Anthbny Parish
in Fort Lauderdale:

“How many people with dis-
abilities do yol really see involved
(in churches)?” asked MeDiarmid,

“Rather than thinking of them as.

charity, we need to think, what

-’ r i _
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Lorena Gomez wears a blindfold and is led by Sister m.,._.m..m Henry E

Communion be more aware of th

in Lighthouse of Broward's sensitivity training for faith

+ | ’
boh of the Daughters of Mary Mother

participants are taught how to properly aid a blind person. st. Clement

doors canwe open so they can be-
come the people God created them
o hecome?”

In Florida, there are nearly
315,000 people who are blind and

disabled: Broward has one of the

nation’s highest incidences of vi-
sual impairment, with more than

50,000 blind and visually impaired

people living inthe county.

“i¥e found that through résearch

and asking those who are blind

and visually impaired about their

spiritual nieeds, especially Catho-
lics, {they)

don't feel as welcomed
and as included as they would like

| answers all prayers.

loving God comes to meet us
| fage-to-face.

" A SOLEMN NOVENA OF

| those afflicted with caneer or

Know Someone With Cancer?
(or other life-threatening illness?}

St. Peregrine prayed and the Lord miraculously

cured his cancer. You need only ask

St. Peregning 10 intercede for your friend

or family member and he will. God

| Also ask Su Peregrine to intercede
' with the Lord to. make your loved

'—.
| one ready for the moment when a ‘M‘ .

MASSES AND PRAYERS 1o seek
| he aid of St. Peregrine — Patron of

St Peregrine Devotion
Frameiscan Friars
POy Box
Mount Vernan,

New York 10551

a4h

Novenn of Hope:
St Pervgring

Denr Fathers:
Please inclnde me

i your
Peregrine and
aend mie n FREE prayer
folder and blessed medal.

1 will join you dn pravern

MNovenn Lo 5t

1 other life-threatening illness — will H s PHem PO
start March 11, Please send your = -
1 intentions today and ask {or your uf
| free folder and blessed St. Peregrine &= 0w R
{ medal. God is our cot fort and hope. . Wil i -

training session to help its ushers, greeters and extraordinary ministers of
e needs of churchgoers who are

blind and visually impaired.

to be and we {eel that that's due to
education,” said MeDiarmitl.

Her goal is to "raise the com-
fort level” of religious educators,
extraordinary ministers of holy
Communion, ushers, clergy and
religious, and alithe faithful.

The first training session at a
Catholic parish was held at St.
Clement Jam. 15, with 33 members -
of the parish; including its associ:
ate pastor, Father Wilfredo Contre-
ras, freattendance,

“We have people in our parish
who are blind and so we thought
that this would be a good idea to
show our ministers how to aul-
reach to those people,” said Father
Contretas, "They learned not to be
afraid and to be more attentive (o
the needs of those who are blind
and makethem feel more comiort-
able as Christians.’

Participants heard testimonials
from people living with blindness
and visual Impairments and then
got the chance to experience their
world firsthand through the use
of goggles, which simulate vari-

ous eye diseases, Participants also.

learned how to properly guide a
hlind person. )

“It made me more aware oLhow
wometimes, inadvertently, we dis-
riminate how we treat the blind
out of Ignorance,” sald Claudia
Henriquez, a parishioner at 5.
Clement. 1 learned how to reach
ouit to them; how to welcome them
and how to guide them the correct
way il they need help.”

communities

Wt ......":.._.....L e~
D OUT MOR E

Ll b1}

..E...EEEEHE%
sengitivity Tr2ining Aroar2m is ape
L[5 EEM% ﬁﬂE.a&%;

E&qﬁiﬁmﬁ.ﬁ.ﬁﬁaﬁ.
i 4 Cathalic church will take plac
‘on Saturday, Febi 26, at St Anthdl
parish, 901 MLE Secand St Fort
Laudasdale, The training takes abi
e NS ’
= Although similar rain-
. ing sessions are nol ayailabie in
Miam(:ade or Manroe coufifies;
the Miami Lighthouse can sene |
3 fesource for parishes and schat
The number 15 305:856-2288. 0
wwwmismilghihousedra.
= For more Information o
attending of hpsting a-sessian, ¢
tact MeDfarmid at 354-463-421
Rt 350 a0 by &-mail at dmediar-
trid@ihotiorg, <

=y i

Other tips for making blin
visually impaired people |

‘Home included asking them

they arrive at the chureh i

wolild like to receive Comm

{rom a priest or an extraot
minister, and even asking

whether they would like

the front or reat.

“Oneofthe thingslearne
thisis that blind people don’
the layout of the church, th
and so1think it wouldbe
have a day for them to col
1o the church and get the
1o walk around and feel arg
that they can become maore
jar and so that they can vi
jrin their mind,” Father Co
said.

“We have to find way
gpond to this pastoral nee
Mariz Jose Mitsoulls, archd
director of religious educ:
she hosied a training sess
attracted nearly 40 religic
cation directors from tht
the archdioeese.

~ She called the training
“4 1aste of what we need t
adding, ‘We need ta be1
formed so that we will
afraid" when families and
with disabilities suchas b
enter the church or the cli
"We wantpeapleto lear
awareof the importance
inclusive,” Mitsoulis said,
"r'salwaysagood reml
there some children in o
(whoare blind orvisualiyi
and arewe missing them?
ter Mary John Schikof thy
ites of the Most Sacred H
glous education directo
Flower Parish in Coral €
makes me wonder, are tl
Arewemissing them? W
they come forward? Wh
do 1o help them come for
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Lifelong love

Couples honored at annual Mass say successful marriage is all
about commitment, trust and faith

TONI PALLATTO
Florida Catholic correspondent

MIAMI — “Love is patient, love s
kind. ... It bears all things, believes
all things, hopes all things, endures
all things.”

The truth of that often-cited pas-
sage from St. Paul’s Letter to the
Corinthians was en display Feb, 5
as 196 couples who are celebrating
milestone anniversaries were hon-
ored during the annual “celebra-
tion of marriage” Mass at St. Mary
Cathedral.

The Mass was celebrated by
Archbishop Thomas Wenski and is
organized each year by the archdio-
cese’s Family Life Office.

The couples’ collective anniver-
saries represent more than 10,000

SSpecial @
Occasions

© 00 ©

s__.___m_: and Maggie Cera
! 25th Anniversary
» || William and Maggie Cera of
| Pembroke Pines will celebrate
i their 25th wedding
& | anniversary July Sth.They {5 #
|| were married in Watetford,
Wisconsin at St Thomas "
s -t Aquinas Theyarenow  [5°
51| members of Qur Lady of the {58
“ | LakesinMiamilakes.They |
* = Ihave two daughters, Linda and ||
| |} Daylin and two granddhildren, {5
Anthony Dylan and Ayleen, |
William and Maggie will .
_ celebrate on a parish Holy _
» ol landpilgimageinlune |27,
“||| accompanieqd by their pastor
Rev. James P. Murphy. _

_._,._

@‘@@ Lv i

For Special Occasions
cali Missy 1-888-275-9953

years of marriage, although itis a
testament te modern times that
the proportion of those celebrating
golden or mere anniversaries was
much higher than those celebrating
silver ones: 194 were celebrating 50
or more years of marriage, whereas
43 couples were marking 25.

The longest-married couple once
again this year was Ann and Francis
Seaman of Our Lady of Mercy Par-
ish in Deerfield Beach, celebrating
their 73rd, They were followed by
Henry and Elvira Koivu of Coral
Gables, marking their 70th.

Also present were Joseph and
Rose Nagy of Little Flower Parish

MICHAEL JOINES  MICHAEL HIOGE

.
By
i

S % M /
I WETNESS THE POWER OF FORGIVEMESS

el

in Hollywood, with 57 years of mar-
riage under their belts.

“What love means to me is sup-
porting each other in good times
and bad, a dedication to our mar-
riage and believing in our mar
riage,” said Rose Nagy. “It'satogeth-
emessand securityyou develop. We
focused on our family, raising and
educating our children, and now
helping them to raise their families.
I don’t have any secrets; really, it's
taking life one day ata time and it’s
justamatter of helping each other.”

“It’s hard to explain,” said

PLEASE SEE COUPLES, A16
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GRACE AWAKENING
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Homero
and Daisy

| Arceyut,
married for

.| 45 years and

parishioners
at St. Agatha,

| proclaim the

first reading
during the
celebration
of marriage
Mass Feb. 5

i at St. Mary
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HuMmAN TRAFFICKING:

“Ihere is a holocaust
against women today’

JEAN GONZALEZ
of the Florida Catholic staff

ORLANDO — While modern-day
slave-trading industry might seem. un-
fathomable to anyone with a human
conscience, men, and mostly women and
children become victims of this ugly, in-
sidious industry on a daily basis.

No one knows this fact better than law
enforcement officers and advocates of
these victims with unforgettable faces.
To one police officer, itis the face of aju-
venile victim who was raped by her traf-
ficker and left pregnant on the side of the
road. For one victim’s advocate, it is the
face of a prostituted child whose vulner-
ability was preyed upon bya street-smart
pimp who knows mere about child psy-
chology than Sigmund Freud. To same
police officers, it is the stoney faces of
those who sell people as if they were
commaodities and the buyers (or “johns”)
who purchase them.

Those caught in the web of human
trafficking mightbe men orwomen; chii-
dren, preteens, teens or adults; Ameri-
cans or immigrants; and come from dif-
ferent types of domestic and economic
affiliations. They could be forced into
domestic servitude, forced hard labor, or
into the sexindustry,

“What these people go through is not
unlike what slaves went through during
Civil War times — they are neglected,
abused and malnourished,” said Lt.
George Koder, commander of the Clear-
water Human Trafficking Task Force. “It's
time we called it what it is: slavery."

While they are trafficked for different
reasens, they are all vulnerable victifns.
That is a common dencminator that the
general public might not understand,
Koder said, especially when the victims.
are selely viewed as prostitutes or street-
walkers.

“Add in a drug dependence, and peo-
ple might view that population as a waste
oftime,” Koder said, adding that those in
forced demestic servitude might be im-

Look beneath the surface

It-Is an everyday reality that we may encoun-
tee avictim of human trafficking, especially here
it Florida. i we look for the right signs or even
ask the Tight questians, we may be able o save
a fife. i for any reason yol feet that there may
bie a situation of rafficking Rappening, even if
you're notsure, it i5best to repart it by caling
the MNational Human Trafficking Hotline ar 1-888-
373-7888. Upon reaching the National Human
Trafficking festurce Centey, they will be able to

migrants brought here illegally, putting
another stigma on the population. “These
people are coerced and lured into Ameri-
ca to live the American dream. And then
they come here and face a nightmare.”

Koder said the “key factor” to under-
stand about a victim of human traffick-
ing — whatever his or her circumstance
— isthat the person cannot get out of the
situation,

“It ishard for Americans to grasp that.
They might think, ‘Why not kick and yell
and scream that they are being abused?”
Koder said. “But Americans have to real-
ize that is not the reality. These victims
are feared into believing they cannot
get away. They are told they cannot trust
the police, and the traffickers can simply
make the victims disappear, and no one
would care.”

VICTIM-CENT] "FOCUS

According to Koder, Florida is one of
the highest destination states for women
and children trafficked into the United
States, He distinguished the difference
between trafficking and smuggling,
which is generally connected to drugs
or another commodity. Trafficking
deals with people.

“We have to have a victim-centered
focus when dealing with human traf-
ficking,” Koder said. “Investigators can’t
lose that focus that they are dealing
with victims of a crime, and they have
to make the victims feel safe and com-
fortable because witheut (the victims),
the case won't go anywhere.”

In October 2006, the Clearwater Po-
lice Department was awarded a De-
partment of Justice grant to fund the
creation of the Clearwater/Tampa Bay
Area Task Force on Human Trafficking.
The mission of the task force is to iden-
tify and rescue victims, create a coordi-
nated law enforcement system to inves-
tigate and prosecute these crimes, and
to deliver social, legal and immigration
services to human trafficking victims in
the Clearwater and Tampa Bay area.

A similar grant was also given to four
other task forces in Florida, including
Lee County, Naples, Homestead and
Miami. Koder said there are grassroot
task forces in other parts of Florida, in-
cluding Orlando and Pensacola.

Combating human trafficking re-
quires tenacity and patience on the part
of law enforcement, and also a network
ofagenciesworking together. Koder said
his task force relies on strategic collabo-
ration between other area law enforce-
ment agencies, the U.S, Attorney s office,
immigration (when it involves a victim
from overseas) and nongovernmental
organizations such as World Relief and
the Salvation Army. They not only aid
in helping find victims, butin rescuing
and caring for them during and after
investigations and prosecutions. (See
accompanying story, Page All.}

FIGHTING THE ‘BAD GUYS’

Koder said his detectives investigate
different forms of trafficking, including
migrantmen and, in some cases, home-
less men, forced to work in the fields;
juvenile girls (some are runaways from
the United States and some are children
from other countries) forced to work as
prostitutes and/or strippers; and wom-
en brought from overseas and forced to
work in hotels or as demestic servants
within a home.

Cases involving domestic servitude
demonstrate how human trafficking
can be anywhere, including in wealthy
neighborhoods. Koder relayed one case
in which a couple from Eastern Europe
lured girls from their native country to
America to gain an education and good
jobs. Instead, they forced the girls to
take care of their lavish home and live
under the stairs, where they were fre-
quently tortured and raped by family
members,

But it isn't only small businesses or
isolated incidents that invelve human

PLEASE SEE STOF, A14
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT HUMAN TRAFFICI

alert local authorities, dentify local resaurees
and coomdinate help with |oral social saivice:
organizatinns (o assist victims in the procass.of
restoring their Hves. You never know, but today
colild be the day you save a life — i you st
ook beneath the surface

Signs of a victim of trafficking

“hoss.

= __u_..nHaE_.__.an by a controlling persan or

= Natspesking on own behalf; non-Engiish

speaking.

» lackof contral over personalschedule,
mangey, LD, travel documents,

= Transparted to and from wotk, of lives
ant warks in the same place,

=  Debt owed to employer/crew leades

< nability to lease job

« Alarge numbes of cccupants In one

TESIGENCE,

o Outsieloks on doars and windows:
= Brisses; depression, fear overly stbmis-

Sive.

»  Deprived of fond, wates sleep or medical
Lol

uzwﬁaﬂ. you might ask a victim
It i unlikely that a trafficked victim will be

alone, but if the opportunity (o spealk toa
potential Victim alone arises without putting

yourse
tions ¢
ol givi

the Ni

hiatllm
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the following ques:
ine if 5/ 15 @ victim
mation to pravide to
ing Resource Center

o you do?

oh if you want? .
.25 you please?
T_:_ been threat-
!

-DAY SLAVERY

CNS PHOTOS

anad?

= What afe yout werking and living condl-
thoms lke?

= Where do you sieepand eat?

= Doyol have to ask permission 10 eat/
sl=epigoito the bathroom?

= Are thers locks of the doarstwindows so
youcannot get out?

*  Has your identification or documemation.
bieen taken from you?

Long-term help needed

in recovery of human
trafficking victims

NADIA SMITH
Forida Cathoalic correspondent

FORT MYERS — The fight against hu-
man trafficking doesn’t end with rescuing
avictim; it is only the beginning,

That's according to two men who have
worked extensively withvictims ofhuman
trafficking for many years: Terry Coonan,
theexecutivedirector ofthe Center forthe
Advancement of Human Rights at Florida
State University, and Tom Gillan, a certi-
fied law enforcement trainer for human
trafficking and manager of the Prison and
Jail Ministry for the Diocese of Orlande.

Once a victim has been identified and
rescued, many agencies — federal, state
and local law enforcement and service
nongovernmental organizations — come
together to aid. the victim and prosecute
the trafficker. This help includes ex-
plaining their rights, walking with them
through the legal proceeding of prosecut-
ing their traffickers, legalizing their visa
status, as well as rebuilding their lives,
which includes _oum term u@o_..o_omﬁm_
and emotional assistance, reunification
with their children when possible and

any immediate and long-term material
needs.

Coonan, also a certified law enforce-
ment trainer for human trafficking, an
Immigration lawyer, and a law profes-
sor who has done work with torture vie-
tims in Chile, became invelved with the
anti-trafficking movement when he was
called by the Florida Department of Chil-
dren and Family to interview 60 rescued
victims in one of the first sex trafficking
cases of Florida,

“WhatIfound outwas horrific,” he said.
“Ifound out how they were recruited, how
they were lured to the United States, and
what they were forced to do. They faced
the same trauma as the tertured victims
I hadexperienced in Chile.”

Since then, Coonan has worked on
several cases, helping victims find justice,
and the similarities of the type of trauma
the victims face, whether labor or sex
trafficked, remains the same: They expe-
tence post-traumatic stress disorder, an
emotional illness classified as an anxiety
disorder, which develops as a result of a

PLEASE SEE RECOVERY A13

A victims story

NADIA SMITH
Florida Cathelic correspondent

To this day, Mary Lewis still remem-
bers the call she received from Florida's
Department of Children and Families
{DCF), asking her if she had a bed for
a 13-year-old Guatemalan girl and her
baby.

Lewis, the director of programs for
Catholic Charities Fort Myers, was at the
time the director ofMothers' Home, azes-
idential shelter for foster-care teen moms
and their babies, Lewis’ heart sank and
her mind raced with questions, none of
which were answered by the DCF repre-
sentative on the other end of the phone.

“How could this be? What happened?
Who did this to her?” Lewis demanded
toknow,

Theyoung girl did not speak English or
Spanish, only the dialect from the impov-
erished and remote mountain village she
came from, 50 she was unable to commu-
nicate and it didn't seem like anyone was
that interested in finding out what was
really going on — until she came under
Lewis’ care,

Once Eva (alias used to protect the vic-
tim’s identity} arrived at Mothers’ Home,
she began learning English and started
school. As Eva began to unlock the key

to a new language that others could un-
derstand and as her trust in Lewis grew
stronger, she disclosed the horror shehad
beenliving,

Her parents had been approached by
a villager who told them that she could
offer Eva and her younger sister Alicia
an opportunity of a [ifetime — to go to
the United States to study and to work.
In turn, the girls would be able to send
back some money to help their parents
and their other siblings. She offered them
some money upfront as a good faith ges-
ture,

“They accepted, but you have to un-
derstand that these are very poor, naive
and simple beings. | always think it is hor-
rible when people say, “Their parents sold
them, because we don't understand the
desperate poverty they live in, and par-
ents truly believe what they are told and
see it as their family's salvation,” Lewis
said.

With very little educatien, the girls
arrived in the U.S. only to be stripped
of their identification documents and
forced te make beds atalocal hotel by day
and prostituted by night,

One day making beds, Evaleaned over
and the woman workifig with her looked

PLEASE SEE VICTIM, A13
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s of Florida call on Catholies
t the evil of human trafficking

Bish

On this 10th anniversary of the pas-
sage of the federal Trafficking Victims
Protection Act (TVPA), we call upon the
Flotida faithful 1o be actively engaged in
the fight agairst the evil of human traf:
ficking. The Human Trafficking Awareness
Campaign Is intended o educate those
who may come in cantact with victims in
churches, health care fadlifies, schools or
thie' Eﬂaczi 50 they tan identify and
repart in arder 1o fescus victims fram their
abusers.

The LS. State Department estimates:
that 600,600 - 800,000 men, women,
and children are traflicked across interma-
tional borders each year and approximate-
Iy 14, 500 - 17,500 of them are traffickd
inte the LS. m_.____:m_ﬁ_q_ luring them with
pramises of money and: then selling or
using them in bondage. Profit over people
places at risk women and children foreed
into prostitution, pornography and sexual
entertainment to meet the huge demand
of customers: Florida, a prime destimation
for traffickers because of agriculture and
tourism, also depends upon workers in the
fields, hotals, and other labor-intensive
intdustries. This extreme exploitation
destioys the mental, physical, emotional
and spiritual health of the victims, leaving
them scarted for life:

A troubling trend is the exploitation of
minors in domastic sex rafficking, These
youth, under age 18, are the runaway and

throwaway children i society picked up
on aur streefs and farced into sex acts in
exchange for food and-a bed. We grieve
for the children whose innocence has
been sacrificad in the name of greed and
manetary gain, & shocking example of
“man's inhumanity 16 man.”

In 2 2007 pastora| statement of the
U.5. Conference of Catholic Bishops®
(USECB) Committee an Migration, the
ishops wrote! " Humar trafficking is a
homific crime against the basic n_ﬁ_m_.__

and rights ofithe human person. Al eHarts
must be expended to end it-... to enstre
that, prie day snon, trafficking in human
persons anishas from the face of the
garth.”

Az we refect on our human bond with
each other and the words from Matthew
25040, "as you did it 10 thie least of my
brethren, you did it to me,* we call on
Cathalics to become educated-about
the-scourge af trafficking I society. Our
vilnerable Brothers and sisters, trapped
Dy poverty or circumstances, are waiting
for s 1o hedp free them from bondage so
ihey may be made whole and restored to
haalth,

. Eh_.&;_ﬁu;namm 5, Wenski
Archdiatese of Miam|

= Bishop John G, Nognan
Piocese of Crlanda
= Bishop Gerald M. Barbarita
Diocese of Palm Beach
® Bishop John H. Reeard, 550
[iocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee
® Bishop Victor Galeone
Dincese of St Augusting
« Hishan Robert M. Lynch
Diocase of St Petersburg
e Hishop Frank |, Dewane:

Diocese of Venlce
* Ausiliary Bishop _"m___"_m._ Estéviiz.
Archdiocese of Miami
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They run for life’

Statewide run supports crisis pregnancy centers, archdiocesan Respect Life office

TOM TRACY

lost runners, tend to minor injuries
Horida Catholic correspondent

and play music in the evenings dur-
ing the statewide “Run for Life” each
MIAMI — Theylaugh, cry, chase  year, recalled Chuck Roessner, a re-

pro-life event.

M Producad by mu_n_, Entertainment

Join us for a jam-packed'caielration of all your favorite holiday
SAVE $4 on Tickets! MAR. 24 - 27

(Exzludies Oy Nigial partoemnncs, Frond Row and VIF setz. gﬂﬂ
i

Lmit of 8 Hickets pet order. No doctile dissoucis)

s!

Opening Nights -
Tickets Just $15!*

“{Eschiden Frovi iar and ViP s, He cotie o, AGGKOn Eats Pt Y.
Price does nol Inchute facilty fae}
There are 3 ways to redeem your savings:
1. Bring this ad in person to the appropriate Arena Box Offica
2, Call 1-800-745-3000 and mewntion code DGA
3. Log on to Ticketmaster.com and enter code DGA

+Performante will bnly be in Spanish.

For groups of 15 or more call 1-866-248-8740
Regular Ticket Prices: $16 » 525 s $30 » $40 VIP » $50 Front Row

un.,_&n_.@ Limited riurmber of Front Row and VIP seats availatle. Call or go online for details. (Addtiomd 333-83
Tarmoai www.disneyonice.com -

tired U.S. vomsw_sewwﬂsgmm inhis
23rd year of supporting the annual

The Run for Life is set for March

5-13 this year, starting in Homestead
and concluding in St. Augustine. At
the same time, runners on Florida's
west coast will run from Marco Is-
landto Ocala, and atwo-dayrunhas
been introduced from Pensacola to
Tallahassee. A separate motorcycle
Ride for Life may also be added.

All the runners and volunteers
are invited to join the final leg of
the race ending March 13 near the
208-foot “Beacon of Faith Cross” on
the grounds of famous Mission of
Nombre de Dios at Prince of Peace
Church in St. Augustine.

Funds from the race support an
array of crisis pregnancy and pro-
life activities throughout Florida
through the Knights of Columbus
charities, a group of more than 200
councils working together te sup-
port ag many as 30 to 40 maternity
homes statewide. Their goal is to
contribute more than $100,000 to
these homes each year.

Maternity homes provide shel-
ter and on-site emergency housing
for mostly unmarried, pregnant
women and these who have a crisis
situation at herne, The homes offer
educational programs, drug abuse

Two fundraising ,..___.___.__mm wil be
held in the Archdiocese of Miami i
suppart of the Run for Life,

s The annual kickoff dinner is
set for Friday, March 4. at the Royal
Palace Banquet Hall in Homestead.
Tickets are $25. 7o purchase fickets,
call 305-248.3386 or 305-257-
4106; ore-mail; frost_dot@
bellsatth.net ar jtkirk! 701
Ea__”mE net, -

A mﬁa& dinner will He __mE
mﬂEnE_. March 5, beginning at
p.m.to coincide with the first
stop of the run. "A z_n___ Under
the Stars” will feature "a. Linique
culinary Eﬂmaaﬂ in an outdaor
garden setting,* The dinner will
take place at the home of Kevin Sei-
fried-in North Miami, with seating
limited 1o 56 guests. Tickets are §75
per persan, Call 305- mﬁ;ﬁﬂ af

Mote: _ic:m_&u: also ca an ."_m
found at www. rnaaﬂuﬂ___,m com:

counseling and various other pro-
grams to help women.

In 1990, the Run for Life started at
Sacred Heart Parish in Homestead,
about30miles south of St. Mary Ca-
thedral.

For the firstthree years, Floridian
Mike Sapp ran the entire 352 miles
as a one-man effort, running an av-
erageof40miles per day. These days,

PLEASE SEE RUN, A15
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RECOVERY

FROM AT1

traumatic; often life-threatening ex-
perience.

Symptoms [nclude flashbacks,
nightmares, serious depression,
withdrawal, loneliness, and disas-
sociation or not registéring emoe-
tions.

“These sympioms can continue
for years and requice long-term
counseling,” Coonan said.

Advorates for victims of human
trafficking believe victims who
were prostituted for sexual exploita-
tion should be offered a safe haven
in facilities that specificaliy care for
their needs, Alesia Adams of Salva-
tion Army in Atlanta said victims
can become runners, Teturmingio
their rafficker because oftheir frag-
ile psychological state and because
they simply don't know ol-a bet-
ter existence: That reality prompis
the debate of whethera shelter for
these victimsshould be under lock-
down. It isadellcate debate, Adams
said, hecause whilelaw enforce-

ment and advocates want to keep:

rescued victims safe, they also do

notwant them to feel like they are

being locked up or punished.
Adams described a home in At

lanta that serves victims. It sits on
the outskirts of the City, not just s -
that they are far from where their
traffickers can find them, but also
to remove them from the type of
environment to which they hive
hecome dccustomed,

“They need to learn to hear the
night differently. They need 1o hear
the'sounds of crickets instead of
ambulances and sirens,” Adams
said, “Theyneed o see trees mstead
ol street lights.”

Burmpst importantly, the victim
nieeds to feel safe, Evenis she iste-
maoved from the dangerous envi-
ronment she knows, without trust
andpropercounselingand patience
from professional therapists, foren-
sic investigators and legal counsel,
the victim might return to hain.

Goonan satd through the pro-
posed legislation of the Florida Sale
Harbor Act, House Bill 535, three
facilities across thestate would be
proposed to serve the critical and
mﬁmn_u___a& need ofminorsinvolved

in human traffickingwho are om-
mercially sexually exploited. How-
ever; itls uncertain whether the leg:
islation will be be heard by commit-
tees because of fiscal constraints.

"These residential facilities are
critical. Legislators need to be
aware that this s a priority,” Coo-

niain said,

Vicrims also have a number of
physical problems because “they
are rarely allowed to see a doctor
by their traffickers and go without
medical and dental care although
they have been exposed to high
risks,” Coonan added,

These risks Inelude exposure
to sexually transmitted diseases,
the AIDS and HIV viruses, forced
malnutrition and physical wounds
inflicted by their traffickers. This

means that once.a victim I§ res-

cued, there s along list of immedi-

ate and long-term needs that will -

need to be met.

“Catholic Charities plays a key
role in helping our victims recoy-
er,” sald Coonan, who has worked
closely with'the'agency through
the yeaars. "Service providers like
Catholic Charities help victims for
years and years Eﬂm after the case
is cloged.”

The agency provides a variety of
services, inchiding cise manage-
ment, counseling, health screen-
ings, housing, legal immigration
assistance, transportation, and
food-and clothing assistance,

- Three of the Catholic Charitles
offices in Florida from the Orlando,
Venice and Pensacola-Tallahassee
dioceses receive funding from the

LLS; Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops’ Migration and Refugee See
vices, which in'turn recejves grant
money from the LLS: Department
of Health and Human Services,
specifically to ald international hu-
man trafficking victims,

OnceCathollc Charities has been
contaeted through law enforcement
or the National Hotline number,
1-BBE-373-7868, a caseworker is as-
signed to a victim to make sure he
ot she receives the help needed.

“The victim has to be certifled
a8 avictm of human trafficking to
receive [unding for assistance, and
they also have to get a T-visa, that
is specifically for a trafficked vic-
tirn;, in order fo beable to stay in the
.nc:EQ legally," said Gillan, who
initially worked for Catholic Chari-
ties in Orlando and has assisted
victims since 2005, "The contract
with the U5, Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops provides x amount of
dollars for pre-certified viclims and
then ¥ amount of dollars for certi-
Fied victims, which Tasts for about
four months, but victims are with
us for much longer than that, IFwe
can't get the victim certified, they
are leftin our care and we haveto
struggle with helping them.”

That van be # daunting rask in
an already resource- and funding
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staryved environment, which Gillan
predicts will only getworse,

“The federal government will be
cuitting programs with the economy
the way Itis; so [ foresee that a lot of
money tosupport these victims ..5:
be cut starting Oct. 1 of this year,"
hesald, “If that moneyls gut, a good
way for people to help is to donate
money to Catholic Charlties hu-
mazn trafficking fund or to a legiti-
mate human trafficking nonprofit
service-oriented organization.”

But maoney isn't the only way to
help. “Tt's about giving of yourself
and givingofthe things thatyou are
blessed with,” Gillan added.

That means that if you'ré'a doc-
tor, dentist, lawyer or a hilingual
teacher, you can offer your services
friee of charge o trafficked victims
through an organization like Cath-
olic Charities. Or ifyouown a cloth-
iNg or grocery st or an apartment
eomplex, you can donate clothing,
food items or even offer an afford-

fable apartment to these victims,

Coonan agrees. “This is where
our Catholic community can really
help,” he said. “The Catholic com-
munity, that s so amazimgly gener-
ous; can help these victims when
wi: get heyond prosecution to find
the help they need 1o rebuild their
lives.” m

VICTIM

FROM A1

at her and told her she was preg-
niant. Eva was only 12 years old and
thought she had a stomach tumor,
She had no idea she was pregnant,
Thewoman managed to gethertoa
clintic, and Bvawentinto laborand
delivered. Her traftickerended up at
the hospital as well; and when Eva
was discharged, the 1rafficker took
her back with her baby, Thank-
fully, the worman who had inirtially
hrought her to the dinle followed
up with Eva, and realizing things
were very wrong, called DCF, DCF
rescued Eva, her baby and her sis-
ter, but they never asked any ques-
fions,

Eight months inte schaol, Eva
approached Eewis with a tequest:
Thete was a girl at school who
wanted (o speak with her. Itturned
out that Eva had befriended an-
other Guatemalan girl, Rosa, who
had a baby and was also a victim
of human teafficking. Lewls was
horrified by her story and couldn't
believe that no one was doing any-
thing to protect her from the teaf-
ficker who was stilk showing up at
the school trying to get her back.

Thatwas in 2002, when the words
"human trafficking” were just start-
ing to be mentioned, but the major-
ity of people, including law enforce-
ment and governmental agencies,
were unaware of this modern form
of slavery,

Shartly after het encounter with
Rosa, Lewis went to a coalition task
force meeting for human trafficking
and realized tharwhat she was deal-
ingwith were;in fact, victims of hil-

man trafficking. Lewis spoke to the
then district attorney and soon sev-
eral prosecutions were under way
and seven more pirls were rescued.
"These girls have grown into
beautiful, amazing human beings,”
Lewis suid. “They are going to col-
ege and their childeen are déing

Eva if she ever thinks about or gets
sad about how her son was con-
ceived, She just looked at me-and

said, 'Why wouid T think like that?

It's nothis fault™

In the last eight years, Lewls,
who continues to-ald victims of hu-
man trafficking through her work

and services for human trafficking
victims, thariks in part to the work
of the Catholic Church. But more is
needed because “the intensityofthe
needs of these victims Is profound,”
Leviis said.

Whetherit's something as simple
as picking up the phone and dial-

often victims ate rescued with only
the clothes they are wearing, or of-
fering pro bono wark ina number of
areas, there is no question that there

is something every person can do. m

Donations can be made to your local
Catholic Charities, but note that the

well ton, The resilience of these vic-  with Catholic Charities, hasseena  ing the hotline number, or donat-  donation is for the Human Traffick-
tims isincredible. Recently, I asked  marked improvementin awareness  ingpersonal hygiene iems because  ingFund.
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trafficking. Koder said that big ho-
tel chains might subcontracthelp
for maids and cleaning services
that use laborers who are victims
of human trafficking, When big
business does check to:see em-
playee records of their subcon-
tractors, Koder said they are turn-
ing a blind eye 1o the possibility of
being involved in human traffick-
ing.

“There needs to be respon-
sibility en corporations to due
diligenice. In this day and age of
chieap costs to ralse profits, that is
something that ¢an be forgotten,
but that cannot continue,” Koder
saicl.

THE PIMPS

Az an advorate of victims of sex
abuse, Alesia Adams of the Sal-
vation Army of Atlanta has been
chased bymany pimps. Whenshe
speaks about victims of human
trafficking involved in the sex
trade, she does nol sugarcoatany
descriptions. The pimps who teap
and kidnap thevictims and sella
minor girl ata rate of 400 an hour
are "rapists.”

In many ways, Adams said,
American pop culture has glam-

VY YOUR MIAMI COMMUNITY.

otized pimps. In 2007, "It's Hard
Ot There fora Flmp” from the
movie "Hustlg and Flow” won
an Oscar for best song. But she
said there is nothing glamorous
about a man who preys ona vul-
nerable gitl's insecurities — tell-
ing her she s beautiful apd if she
leaves with him he will treat her
like a queen — then “trunks” her
(theaws her In the trunk of a car),
drives her around, stops the car,
rapes her, throws her back In the
carandstarts the process over and
over again. This isaway the pimp
breaks the girl's will so she is eas-
ily manipulated and controlled
physically and psychologically.
"When it is so easy {0 recruit

‘and lure, to kidnap and 1o rape

several Hmes a day, to steal the
dignity and rights of another hu-
man being, there's something de-
monic golngon here” Adamssald.
"Nowadays, Amerlcan children
are-easier and cheaper to recruit

and sell hecause you don't have (o

cross the border. ... We should be
outraged that the number of chil-
drenare being victimized.”
Peychological control is so
strong that when law enforcement
officers try to rescue a victim, they
encounter victims who don'twant
10 cooperate, despite their tragic
circumstances, The pimps say
whatever it 1akes to conirol the
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girls — tell the girls to call them
daddy; tell the girls they love
them; tell the girls they are always
there for them, The pimps under-
stand the “Stockholm Syndrome,"
it which victims sympathize with
their attackers. They rely on that
response from theirvictims.

“Whao's easier to manipulate
than a child?" Adams said. “Law
enforcement has a difficult task to
make cases and make them stick.
But It is'so important for them to
work on making the girls fee] safe
and create trust.”

Detective James McBride deals
with many pimps as a leader on
the Clearwater/Tampa Bay Area
Task Force on Human Trafficking,
He knows firsthand about the dif-
ficulty of working with victims be-
cause of the psychological bands
of the pimps, Victims are angry
and fight with law enforcement,
saying, “Where were you before
when [ was being abused by my
father or my uncle? Where were
you when | was homeless and
starving?”

“'Where were you?’ ['ve heard
~those words come out of victims'
mouths. Creating trust and of-
fering mm?q {orithese girls are so
imporiant,
pimps teach them what storles 1o
tell. And if the pimps are picked
up, they know the system. They
bond out and then they try to find
the girls and threaten them while
we are trying to build a case.”

Although that reality exists, it
does not deter law enforcement,
It is all part of the job of working
with the system. McBride said he
learned two years into his voca-
tion as ‘a law enfor¢ement officer
that he cannot save the world, but
works to save one person at atime,
Advanced trainingis frequired for
those who work in human traffick-
ing 50 as to deal with the psycho-
logical ramifications of the vic-
tims. When there {sa symptom of
human trafficking — whether it s
a tattoo that looks like the brand-
ing of a plmp or  possible hrothel
in which prostituted women look
like minors — law enforcement
has to he able {o look a1 the “big
picture.”

__.HE.... is modern-day sex'slav-
ery, McBride said. “The supply is

always going to be there — peaple

are seen as 4 commodity — and
unfortunately there is always go-
ing to be a demand. We are trying
to take victims out of that (supply
chain).”

As for the pimps, McBride and
fellow police officers have heard
all kinds of stories. Plmps see
themselves as entrepreneurs and
husinessmen who have business
cards that simply have a phone
number, They might not be for-
mally educated and they might be
in gangs, but theyare smooth talk-
ers and street smart and know the
laws. They read legal documents
with a fine-todthed comb and
they use networks of cell phones
to carry out business dealings
and move thelr commuodities [the

" MeBride said. "The -

female victims they buy and sell)
from place to place,

They brand their girls with tat-

taos so others know wha the girls
fhelong 10" They bear girls and
tell them to never make eve con-
tact with another male, because
tharis “breaking bread” — choos-
ing another pimp,

“They are sharp. When we
change our tactles 1o catch them,
they change theirs," McBride said.
“But they are predators who keep
slavery going.”

For example, since an excess
of cash can point to prostitution,

some victims of human traffick-

ing have been found with recelpts
for prepaid credit cards. That is
because the girls are told by the
pimps to take the money they
earn, goto 24/7 shops that sell pre-
paid credit cards and put all their
cash on that card, Then the credit
cards are given 1o the pimp.

PREDATORS,
BUYERS, JOHNS

Those on the demand side have:
been called "johns” for years. But
Adams believes that moniker is
tgo sanitized. Men who employ
the services of prostituted women
or children are rapists, predators.
Pericd.

Adamsadded thar these people
are not loners or outsiders of so-
ciety or people without a healthy
sexual relationship. On the con-
traty, they can be everyday people
anyoneknaws,

“These men could be baoy-
friends, fathers, coaches, peets,
doctors, nurses, They could be
anyone,” Adams said. “Men who
purchase a prostituted person do
not want a normal sexual rela-
tionship. They do not want to see
a face, And they don't realjze it
will affect their relationships, but
what they are doing is having sex
without relationship responsibil-
ity and sex without the context
of humanity. They degrade and
dominate, .. There is a holocaust
against women today, and we need
tn shine the Hght on these johns’
whn are predators contributing (o
slavery."

Koder echoed Adams’ senti-
ments. ;

"There needs to be a stand on
sexitself, There's oo much where
people dre saying no one's getting
hurt, But thevare. They are getting
raped 10.0r 20 times a day," Koder
said, "There is no consent Lo par-
ticipation when the victim Isunder
nge, There needs to be stronger ac-
countability of men who shouldn't
prey on ghrls. It shouldn'the OK o
go outand pay forsex.”

Sowhat is heing done about the
johns? When asked that.question,
Robert B. O'Nelll 1.5, Attorney
for the Middle District of Florida
— which includes more tham 350
miles from the Georgia border on
the northeast to south of Naples on
Florida's sputhwest coast, inalud-
ing Tampa, Jacksonville, Ocala,
Fort Myers and Orlando — said
there is more of a push to pros-

ecute traffickers (pimps) rather
than purchasers (johns). That is
not 1o say thatjohns should goun-
punished, O'Neill sald that their
punishment niight be best when
hit in the pocketbook with large
fines for being canghtsolicitinga
prostituted person, and through
awareness of their actsinthe court
of public opinion. O'Neill cited an
example in a New York state dis:
trictin which johns had their cars
taken away from them.

"If they don't have a car, they
can't drive around looking far
gox," O'Neillsaid,

Fines collected from johns
could be used to fund resources
sorely needed for victims of hu-
man trafficking, he added. Maney
could be used for specialized shel-
ters for prostituted women, as well
as jobtraining and therapy,

The johns are not put on a sex
offender registry, but Adams ad-
vocated that idea, as did Terry
Coonan, executive director of
the Center for the Advancement
of Human Rights ar Florida State
University in Tallahassee, who
also agreed harsh fines might
make a john think twice about
paying forsex

*They neetl 1o he embarrassed.
They need to go to ‘john school™
Coonan said. “They neged 1o un-
derstand what they are doing is
nota harmless act where no one Is
getting hurt.”

CREATING AWARENESS
The use of technology, such as
multiple cell phones and sex ads
on Craig's List, poses more chal-
lenges for law enforcement. But
alongwith knowinghow the pimps
aperate, itis also eritical to under-
stand where they look for victims,
Coonan said there have been
cases reported In which traffick-
ers troll the parking lot of Walr
Disney Watld, its resorts and other
Central Florida tourist attractions
looking for runaways for “recruit-
ment.” Other areas include shop-
ping malls, shelters for homeless

Of runaways, and autside juvenile

cOurs.

While it is important to lielp the
community understand the reali-
ties and existence of human traf-
ficking, all those interviewed said
letting young people know they
can {all victim and they must pro-
tect themselves from that possibil-
ity Is also paramount.

Koder said presentations aboui
the dangers of becoming a victim
of human trafficking could be of:
fered through health classes al
schools, youth groups or other
civic groups. He said human traf
ficking reflects a "brutality o
humanity,” and unfortunately i
strikes the emotionally vulnerahle
individuals.

“How do you tell a young wom
an or man, ‘Don't be vulnerable tc
someone being a pimp?” Kode:
asked. "But people need to know
young people, teachers, guidanct

-~ counselors. Because it could hap

pen'to anyone.” @
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briefs
College students:
Come fo retreat

All epllege students in the Arch-
diocese of Miami are invited 10 take
a break from the pressures of college
life and join their peers for a week-
end retrest Feb, 25-27, Titled “From
the Smallest of Seeds...." the retreat
is hosted by St. Augustine Catholic
Student Center at the University of
Miami, The retreat begins Friday
night and concludes Sunday. For
information and registration, con-
tact michelle@ueatholic.org or goto
wwwicatholieog,

Youth Center
not for sale

Archbishop Thomas Wenski
has decided that the Archdiocese
of Miami Youth Center, located
on Biscayne Bay between Vizcaya
Museum and Immaculats La Saile
High School, will neither close nor
be sold, During the financial crisis
of 2009, the archdiocese had an-
nowmced that ivwould put the prop-
erty up for sale tooffsetits debr.

“He wants it to be in the bestop-
erational condition possible for the

youth and aduly retreat programs;

that take place there” sald Claretian
Sister Ondina Cortés, former arch-
diocesandirecror of Youth Ministry

and now a professor at St. Thomas
University, Onavolunteer basis, she
pversess theoperations pf both the
Miami Youth Center and the Ma-
donna Retreat Center in Hollywood.
The Miami Youth Center provides
retreat space for many Emmaus
groups, Catholic high schools, par-
ish ministries, and support groups.
It is also the home base of two arch-
diocesan youth movements: En-
cuentros Juveniles [Youth Encoun-
ters) and Amor en &l Principio (Love
in the Beginning), a movement for
couples who dre starting to date.
The archdiocesé has recently
paid for same needed repairs, but

the Youth Center still needs help 1o,

improve and malntain its facilities,
Sister Cortes said. The Claretian
Sisters, whao are responsible for the
center, are launching a campaign
to refurbish the rooms through the
“Adopiz Room Campaign.”

"Parishes, groups, and Individu-
als that adopt & room for §1,000
may nume it after the saint of their
choive,” Sister Cortés said, Anyone:
wishing tocontribute to the reno-
vation of the Youth Center should
contact its administrator, Claretian
Sister Claudia Ortega, at sisterclau-
dia@beilsouth.net,

Sister Cortés also is organizing o
group to attend World Youth Bay in
Madrid in Augustofthis year, Any-

one 18 to 30 years old who s inter-
estied in participating should contact

heratocortes@theadom.org,

Camp Hope:
For kids who grieve

Catholic Hospice wlll host its
annual Camp Hope, a weekend
beteavement camp for school-age
children who have experienced the
deathof aloved one, onthe weekend
ol April 8-10, from 4 p.m,, Friday, 1o
naon, Sunday, at Camp Owaissa
Bauerin Homestead.

This camp is free of charge and
open to children of all denomina-
tions, but space 15 limited, Registr-
tions must be completed by March
25, Gamp Hope is for chlldren who-
have expenenced the death of a par-
ent, grandparent, sibling or other
close relative. Through music; pet,
artand sports activities, the camp
helps children deal with their grief
and begin the road to recovery.

A staff of nurses, social workers
and bereavement counselors super:
vises the activities, For information
ar to volunteer, call Catholic Hos-
pice at 305-822-2380,.

Learn more about
new missal

Anyone Interested in learning

maore about the new English trans-
lation of the Roman Missal isinvited
to attend two lectures being offered
bry Barry University's departments
of theology and philosophy, and
Campus Ministry.

The first will take place Mon-
day, Feb, 28, at 7 p.m. The topicwill
be "Liturgical Reform: Historical
and Theological Context” and the
speaker will be Jesuit Father John F.
Baldovin, professorof historical and
lirurgical theologyatthe Boston Col-
lepe School of Theology and Minis-
try. Father Baldovin is the author of
“Reformingthe Liturgy: A Hesponse
to the Critics,’

The second lecture wiil take
place Moridiay, April 4, at 7 p.m., and
the topic will be “What Isat Stake:
Pastoral Implications.” The speaker
will be Catherine Vincie of the Reli-
gious of the Sacred Heart of Mary,
professor of liturgical theology at
theAquinas Institute of Theology in
Sti Lowis. She is currently president
of the North Amerigan Academy of
Liturgy and author of "Celebrating
Divine Mystery.”

Both lectures will take place in
the Cor Jesu Chapel on the campus
of Barry University, 11300 N.E. Sec-
ond Ave., Miaml Shoves. For more
information, contact Pominitan
Sister Mary Frances Fleischaker at
mileischaker@mail barryedu.
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St. Thomas U.
on Radio Paz

On Feb. 14, St. Thomas Unl-
versity began airing a series of
programs on Radio Paz (830 AM),
under the title “Universidad Abi-
erta” ("Open University”). The
programs, which tun Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays from
9:30 to 10 a.m., gre hosted by
Marivi Prado, the dniversity's
chief marketing officer, and will
continue through May 14.

Toples will cover theology,
ministry, social justice, immi-
gration issues and humanitatian

activities provided by the uni-

versity's Human Rights Institute,
s well as analysis of economic
trends by expert economist and
Business School Bean Tony Vil
lamil.

Msgr. Franklyn Casale, presi-
dent ofSt. Thomas University, "set
the tone during the first program,
lerting the audience know what
STU stands for, the advantage of
Catholic higher education and a
miote in-depth perspective onour
Catholic identity as the archdioe-,
gsan diriversity,” Pradosald.

More information on the uni-
versity is available at wwwistu,
edu, =

JUBILARIANS

FROM AR

of the world. The commionity 1sat
the service of the new evangeliza-
tion, to build a newcivilization of
love and life.

If she had 1o sumup herlife In
two phrases, she said, one of them
would be the motio of her religlous
community: "All for the Heart of
Jesus through the Heart of Mary,”
and the second one would be
the existential reality which has
marked her entivelife: "Toliveand
to forer the hearts in the path and
logic of love so as to-choose in all
things the perfection of love.”

Sister Ana Margarita Lanzas,
Servants of the Plerced
Hearts of Jesus and Mary

Born in Managua Nicaragua,
on'Dec. 28, 1864, Sister Lanzas en-
tered the Institute of the Servants
of the Plerced Hearts of fesus and
Mary In 1986. She has served as
director of rellgious edusation at

5t. Raymond Parish in
Miamiand has beena
member of the Com-
migsion for Religlous
of the Archdiocese of
Miami. She has been
part of the evangeliza-
tion team of her com-
munity, traveling all
over the warld giving
conferences, retreats
and courses of for-
mation, She hasalso
heenactively involved
in evangelization
through Catholic radio programs.
In ler comminity she has served
as nowice mistress and now as
vicar general. In December 2010,
shewas appolnted by Archbishop
Thamas Wensklas director forre-
ligious in the Archdiocese of Mi-
aml.

Sister Maria Teresa Acosta,
Servants of the Plerced
Hearts of Jesus and Mary

Horn in Havana in 1963, Sister
Acostaimmigrated with herfamily
to the11.5: in 19649 and was raised

Mother Adela
Galinda

she came to the Unit-
od Stales, she became
gn active member in
the young adult char-
ismatic group of her
home parish.Duringa
missian trip to the Do-
minjcan Republic, she
felt the call to be total-
lyfor God. In 1985, she
entered. the Serviants
of the Pierced Hearts

Sister Ana
Margarita Lanzas:

in New Jersey. In 1980; her family
moved to Miami and she gradu-
ated from Hialeah High School in
1981, In 1985, she professed her
firstvows with the Servants of the
Pierced Hearts of Jesus and Mary.
She has served the Church in
various pastoral ministries, as
parish pastoral assistant, in reli-

gious education, and in pastoral

_careto the sickand dying. At pres-

ent she serves at Catholic Hospice

as chaplain/spiritual counselor

to the sick and dying patients and

Sister Maria
Teresa Acosta

their families.

She said she thanks and praises
forever the merciful heart of jesus
through the immaculate and ma-
ternal heart of Mary who one day
called her by name “to throw the
net in faith and start a journey of
love.”

Sister Carmen Ors,
Servants of the Pierced

_Hearis of Jesus and Mary

Born in Matanzas, Cuba, on
May 4, 1955, Sister Ors received
all her sacraments in Cuba. When

Sister Carmen Ors

of Jesus and Mary.
She has served in the
Respect Life Office,
St Raymond Parish, 51, Mary Ca-
thedral, the Office of Worshipand
Spiritual Life, and |s a member of
thevoeation board of the Archdio-
cese of Miami.

After 25 years of rellgious life,
shesaid she gives thanks all the
daysofher life forthe vocation she
received; for having been ealled
to live it in the Institute of the
Servants of the Pierced Hearts of
Jesus-and Mary; and for the great
honor and jov of living with the
foundress of her community, @
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agroup-of runners come together to
run as a team, Members train indi-
vidually, but become a close group
asthey run asa team to save lives.
For the third year, Miami's twn
Father Alfred Cioffi, a moral theo-
logian in residence at Immaculate

Conception Parish in Hialeah, will
run the first day of the event.

The support crew of two ot
three drivers, along with the run-
ners, take vacation time from their
jobs, making this trip a sacrifice
for themselves and their families
inan effort to bring awareness o
the needs of pregnant women and
the homes that support them.

Roessner said he keeps a jour-

nal each year of all the-activities
that happen during the run; One
of the runners, Joe Hellriegel from
Miami, is a Christian singer and
sangwriter, and has been known
to pull out his guitar and play
music during the evenings or rest
time, according to Roessner.

“The dedication is to hang In
there with us year after year," he
said, Most of the volunteers walk

an hour or more a day as relay
runnersordrivers, with fundrais-
ers taking place regionally along
the way in the evenings, Team
members also attend daily Mass

‘at parishes along their route.

*We vaually use the side of the
roads and sidewalks," Roessner
said. "We go through all kinds
of construction over the years:
Somewhere on U.S. 1 we usually

have to deviate and somehow get
around the construction. We have
also lost runners: The runners
goone way and the vehicle driv-
ers go another because when we
first started we didn't have cell
phones. But now we have enough
cell phones that if soméone does
make a wrong turn, we can make
the calls and get them back." m
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John Paul II Film Festival returns, running through mmw. 26

Second-year
theme is "Mystery
of Love’

MELODY REGALADOD
Flanida Catholic correspondent

MIAMI — The three young
adults who originally conceived
the idea for a film festival named
in honor of Pope John Paul 11 have
returned this year with a new
theme, "The Mystery of Love.”

Approptiately, the second John
Baul Il International Film Festival
runs during the "month of love” —
beginning Feb. 17 and continuing
through Feh. 26 in several venues
throughout Miami. Iralsois taking
place justa few weeks after the an-
nouncement of Pope John Paul I1's
May 1 beatification.

This year's lineup inchudes 17
feature-length films amd docu-
mentaries aswell as 10 short films
from the United States, Eutope;
South America and India. From
2 boxing team fighting against
poverty to stories of abortion and
unlikeiy friendships, the [P2 fiim
Fesrival has a story for everyone,

Laura Alvarado, the festival co-
ordinator, said, "People don't nor-
mally think that faith-based films
oqual art, but our festival proves

just that. Our festival's mission is

to prove that these incredible sto-
riesand high-caliber films havean
audiente, and we encourage them
to'step up and be counted.”
Alvarado i5 a trained actress,
singer and graduare of the New
World School of the Artsin Miami,
She and Frank Brennan, who he-
came her husband in August 2010,

founded .wm,_.ﬁ_._EUm_. Filns, where

she has acted in and produced
three independent films. Brennan
is & sereenwriter, film editor and
aspiring Independent Hlm direc-
1o,

In early 2009, they met Rafacl
Anrrich, a mental and behavioeal
health therapist in Miami; who
had turned away from the faith in
his fate 20s, but felta strong eall
1o return to the Chuech after John
Paul Il death, The three metwhile
leadingaretreat, named "Mystery
Love,” for the jubllee Youth Group
of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in
Miami,

Antrich shared with Brennan

antd Alvarado the idea of starting

afilm m.nm:___ﬂp named after the late

pope, and it came into fruition in
late 2009 with the theme “Faith
Through the Storm."

Alvarado said-as she'and Bren-
nan began marriage preparations
last year, they began to see how
hungry the world was for true
love,

"Theteam began to really delve
into John Paul II's teaching on
Theology of the Body and the fes-
tivals theme became more _,_:E
a tribute, it became our mission,”
said Alvarado, *We set aut 1o find
fitms of incredible caliber that
could best decipher the meaning
of love.”

Just.as they did in 2009, the or-
panizers klcked off the festival
with a prayer meeting Feb, 16 at
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish hall,
The prayer meeting led into open-
ing night Feb. 17, which featured
the world premiere documentary
of “Oul of the Darkness.” The film
1ells the true story of Shelley Lub-
_“__E._ and her journeyfrom pornog-
Hmﬁ a nE_EEES.

erafreescreening of “Rama-
nd E& Beezus,” afilm that follows
the adveniures of an imaginative
third-grader and her family, the

festival will take a two-day hiars
Feb. 21 and 22 and continue Feb.
23 with a movie about two {eenage
girls' unlikely bond during World
War 1], "The Power of Friendship,”
screening at the Dave and Mary
Alper Jewish Community Center
in Miami,

The closing night film, "Nine
Days That Changed the World," Is
adocumentary directed by Kevin
Knoblock about the impact of
Pope John Paul 11's visit fo Poland
in June 1978, where the people
were moved to unite and stand up
against communism, The screen-
ing and reception will take place
on Saturday, Feb, 26, at FIU begin-
ningat 7 p.m.

The Reel Rose Awards will be
presented for best featute, best
documentary and best short. The
film that best captures this year's
theme will receive the Mystery of
Love Award, and the audience gets
to vote and decide who will take
home the People's Festival Awird,

Onie of the films npminated [or
that award is the documentary
“The Calling,” an award-winning
flm which follows members of a
tatholic community wh aid the
poor in Lima, Pery, in order (o

ﬂﬁnﬁ n_uj“ﬁmﬂﬂ?.ag
Palil ! Intemmational Flilm Festival cost
315 for the film stresning o0 $25 for
the sgreaning plus Eeeption, which
s inclides & pangl discussion, music,
mieet znd naﬁsé the filmmakers.
and &mu.&i ﬂaaﬁ,

Tickats for the other niohis of the
festival are $8:for adults, $6 for st
dents and 85 for children and senjors.
Group tickets are avallable for groups
o 10.ar more. and Ticket E..ﬁm__._wma
Alsn avaliable

To purchase tiekete of far seheduls:
and ather nformation, Wisit pran:
ZHilmfestival org or call 3054180939,

explore the nature of belief, the
bonds pf famlly and the struggle
to find meaning in life, "Che Call
ing" will screen Saturday, Feb. 26
atnoon at the FIU College of Law,

Alvarde said the biggest lessor
learned from last year has been te
trust, despite the tension she anc
her partners faced during thell
inaugural year "And though the
stressol funding, promaotion anc
attendance are stll theve, the few
and the doubt have been replacer
by trustand love." m

COUPLES
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George Handley, celebrating 67
vears of marriage with his bride,
Miriam, "If you havea problem,
love helps you solve the problem.
And 2 veryimportant secretislisien
1o your wife!”

““¥ou have to have a desire to get
dlong, and not be particularly self-
ish ir your thoughts,” added Mir-
imm Handley. "You don't have to
believe whal your pariner believes,
necessanily, and you have to be con-
siderate and respectful

The Handleys met on a hay ride
in Muncie, Ind., at the Quaker
Church where Miriam belonged.

“Oncewe met and fell in love,”
shesaid, “Ieonverted to Gathaoli-
cism becatise {twas the bestthing
todo forourtelationship, The fewer
problems you have, the better off
you are, And we have always been
very active in the Church.”

fose and Lihertad Perez have
been married for 68 years, Their
daughter, Maria Morgan, said,
"They have a tremendous fidel-
ity which is a witness to their vows,
showing great love and attentive-
tiess o each therin differentstages
of theirlves, Atages 94and 89, they
are veryatlentive to one another (o

thisveryday.”

Their secret? | would have to
say they are faith-centered people,
always very active in the Chureh,”
sald Morgan; whose own workas a
theology professor at St, John Vian-
ney College Seminary inMiamiisa
testament to that fith.

James and Dora Morris mel In
1448, in their freshmanyearof high
school at Gesuin Miami, Now pa-
rishioners at All Saints in Sunrise,
they raised three children and
re now taising three of their five
grandchildren.

“Love is companionship, com-
patibility and honesty," said Dora
Morris, “jim and | have a great re-

lationship. We do our thing, going

out to dinner and the niovies, and
stay very active in oor church. We
chosseto talkabout world events,

our Kids, our faith, ourfamily and
that keeps us young. It's not about

concentrating on ourselves, but
staying involvod."

“Love (s being there for each
other through thickand thin,” add-
ed James Morris, “Thar's what it's
aboutfor me, Sheis my strong right

arm

Is therea secret to staying mar-
ried?

“Yeu, there s, hesaid, "Betrueto
the tommitment youmake before
God on that wedding day, Iieel we

‘Love is companionship,
compatibility and
honesty.’

Daora Morris

liver1nva throwaway society where
there is & lack of commitment, [Fit
doesn't work, throw her away and
get another one. Maybe you'll get
lucky next time. Let me (ell you,
lugk has nothing to do withit, It’s
ahout commitment. When times
gertough, and it's diffieultand hard,
vou have towaork atit, Qurlives have
been amixed bag, like so many pth-
ers. You just have to diginwhen you
needto. .. ﬁﬁbzc:EmmE.m.nE he-
ifig married to my wife”

Mary Welsh has heen married to
lohn E_.m.._m_pucw 60 vears, They are
currently parishiorersat Christthe
King in Miamb

"We have had our upsand downs,
like everyoneelse,” Johin Welsh said,
“What love meansio me isat the
end of the day, we are sl friends.
We have raised six children and you
have to beagood partner, throngh
good timesand bad.”™

Aside from that, if there is a se-
cret o staylng miarried, Mary Welsh

said, “1 don't think God hastold me

thatvetand Tamstilllistening!" m

#ﬁmma EmE:Eﬁaﬁa
il essiad B tho
Qﬂnmn.ﬁ&mwﬁn:zmhﬂﬁa.
cese of Miarmy,

FAST AND ABSTINENCE
: EE_WEHSR_EE_EEE:
Wedriesday, Mafch &) Bath Ash Wedries-
day'and Good Friday, Apil 22,52 days of
- astinence fram meat for all who are 14,
vears and older

They are alsa days of fast (one full meal
atid o small mils with pething eaten
betwesn ﬁEEEm&E fitim 21 10
549 years of age:

|| Fridfarys of Lent ate days of absti-

nence from meat for those 14 yearsand |
older

EASTERVIGIL

Holy Saturday Is celebrated on Al 23
this yeas The entire Easter Vigi eelebratin
should begin afier nightfall and end before
‘the davn of Faster Sunday; This rife s to
be stricty cisenved in order to manifest
‘the full meaning of the rifes, The Easter
Vil € ot 1o be celebrated at the time of
the thay that s custimeny o atticpated
Stinday Masses

LITURGICAL NOTES
* Lent runs frm Ash Wednesday untl

thee Mass af the Lord's Suppes o Holy
Thraday, The Easwer wdlum is celehrated
from Haly Thurscay evening untilevening
prayes on Sacter Stinday. Alleluig isnot
said f sung from the bedinning of Lent

il this Easter g, nor is the “Te Daim
stmd At oron Sundays of Lent

Dunm Lent the altar shouwd niot be
decarated with flowen, dnd frukical
insuments shotld be tead 1o suppart
the community singing while tespact:

I the rised for sence and reflection
chuting othier moments in the liturdy, On
the fourth Sunday of Lent (“Laetare’)
ard on solemnlties and feasts musical
(rstruments may be plaved and the altar
%E _E,___a_._ Howess,
==§=wﬁm.ﬁﬂﬁ2 in _,na. Bﬁ__smm
areto be reminded fival wedding plans
should respect {hie speclal naturm af this
lturiical s8ason in ther smolicty.

Itis ﬁﬁiﬁ_.__&,__.ﬂ during 1he
Lenten 83500 parishes should peovids
penitential telebrations that allow for the
fasthil o celebste the mysteny of forve
nigss, These celebrmiions shoutd take place
tiefore the Easter triduum, and should not
imimediately precade the Evéning Mass of
the Lordl's Supper. Wihers there 5 ganiine
pastoral need, the sacament of penance
miay b Ev&aﬁﬁ_ G Friday and
Holy Safurday.
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ANNE DIBERNARDO
Florida Catholic cormespondent

MIAMI — Faor the countless
singles out there, Valentine's Day
can be a:sobering reminder that
yet anotheryear has gone by with-
out their finding a soul mate, that
speclal persod with whom ta share
thelrlife, They may seriously begin
to wonder whether or riot they have
been called to the vocation of mar-
riage inthe first place,

Anthony Buono begs to differ.
The founder of Ave Maria Singles,
a Catholic dating website, says 599
percent of people are called 1o the
wocation of marriage.

“It is taking the easy way out for
people 1o say, "Well, maybe I'm not
supposed o get married’ — that's
highly unlikely. T'don't care how
many rosaries you say or Holy
Hoursyou do, nothlng can preserye
you fromm vour own prize if you letit
rut away from you."

Currently, the number of 1.5,

Catholic singles is at a record high -

— 27 million — according to statis-
ties compiled by the Pew Research
Center, Maria Wiering, a blogger for
CatholicMatch.com, said that site
has more (han 1,000 members from
the Archdiocese of Miami alone.

“CatholicMatch members join
hecause they re looking to start a
relationship with another Catho-
lic, and success stories abound of
happily married Catholics who met
through the site,” Wiering said.

According to Buong, single peo-
ple who are into their 30s and 40s
are still single either hecause they
were busy during their 20s and
were kind of casual about marriage
or they had other things to take care
ol

"We don't really think about
marrying-anytime soon. 5o what
happens is you find people getting
into thelr late 205 and 305 and when
they are finally ready, It's not so
easy, especially for women ... (be-
cause] when men are in their 30s

and 40s; EQE&EE#E.E wolmnen

ini thelr 20s," said Buono, whe also
hosted “Road 1o Cana" on EWTN
and answers questions on bis blog,
Fstonejars.com, .

He stressed that people need to
serlously consider the vocation of
marriage when theyare in thejr 205

rather than putting it off. He also
said the idea that there is just one
person out there destined for an-
other fromall eternity is a romantic
myth.

“Even the words used in the
marriage ceremony, ‘forsaking all
othess' imply that there are in fact
‘others’ out there. The problem is
that people don't want to commir,”
said Buono, who has adiploma with

a concentration in marriage and
family from Catholic Distance Uni-
versity, "God puts people into our
lives for nﬁﬂ_s::_.::mm for potential
spouses— that's the work he does.
He doesn’t have any one person
pleked from all eternicy."

FRUSTRATION

Buono started Ave Maria Singles,
formetly known as Single Catho-
lics, in response to the frustration
ol countlesssinglemen and women
whoarein theirlate 30sand 40sand
still searching for a good Catholic
spouse. [twas 1998 and the Internet
was just taking off.

“I think God allowed these sites
to arise becanse we were Coming
intoa time, which we are well into
now, where the strong Catholics
are scattered all over the place; you
dan't have that concentration of
them inyour community anymore,"
Buomosaid.

"The number of faithiul Catho:
lies & single person meets today is
anywhere from negligible to non-
existent, so Catholics have to gasta
widernet,” sald Mary Beth Bonacel,
founder of Real Love Int., an Inter-
national Catholic singles ministry.

According to Buono, more than
2,000 married ...nc_uhmﬁ have met
on Ave Maria Singles in the past
12 years. Several other reputable
Catholic dating websites also claim
many success stories, The sites in-
clude Catholic Match, which turned
IHastyear, Catholic Singles, Catho-
lic Mates, Catholic Cupid and StHa-
phael.net. .

Singles are encouraged to browse
the sites to see which one is the best
fir. Ave Maria Singles rejects mem-

bers who do not accept all of the
Church’s teachings, while others
are less restrictive,

Buony advises men 1o be more
open ahout meeting women closer
to thelr own age. “There is plenty of

opportunity for women in their 30s
and 405, Men are going [o havealot
more in common with 4 woman
[from their own generation. | don't
btame these guys for having a de-
sire to have ehildren, butl do} blame
them for not starting sooner”

As for “clicking” physically, he
said, "Are you talking abouta very
disturbing type of attraction where
you-dctually have to feel a Just to-
ward them? Or do you mean attrace
tion where you guys get along really
well and you neveér have a forced
moment? That's attraction, And be-
lieye me, physical attraction comes
when you get along lke two peas in
apod.”

EXPECTATIONS

Buono encourages people to
have healthy expectations, but
make them low expectations for the
person they are seeking and high
expectations for themselves.

“Too many people do it the op-
puosite way. They have no expecta-
tions for themselves, They want to
find somebody who wants to ac-
cepi them exactly the wav they are
and they have super high expecta-
tions for the other person that are
unobtainable — you can't fAnd that
person.”

Only God's fove is perfect, Buono
sald. "Marrigge is about helpingme
in myvocation, which is toward
heaven, and living life In a social
serting. God sanctities us through

.. Through the intercession
of the Internet

____5__5_ — Ten years ago, Arlene
'Carmefate, then 16, dacided 1o dust.
off the computer that had been sil-
___ﬁ in wm., room for more than.a year
i _E_%mmmn i mmﬁ. “._E“__..m
-about a Catholic dating website
Arom her grandmather whia had
heard ahour it on Hother Angelica's
program on EWITH (Erernal Word
Talevision Netwak),

Althaugh It taok hier more than
'3 yaar td work U the courags
Carmenate met ioseph Castrenze
Within two wesks of setting up her
prafife. “We dlickad ,:&wa___,. she.

recallid, He evmailed hir and the twe

‘were engaged after three months of
datir ing.

Castrenze, um&ﬂ the time. said
e tried fis Tiand i ﬂ_ﬁ__& m&_zm
\websites befare quickly discovering
that many of the women were 100
materialistic, He felt a .E_a__ﬁ dating
website would bé a good way to Tcut
"to-the chase” and eliminate prospects
who did not share his strang Cathellc
EOMVICHnnS.

Carmenate said she had tried 1o

our spouse’s sinfulness, not their
saintliness, Men are looking for
thelr Blessed Mother and women

are looking for their St. loseph:

That's nothowit works.”

EXPERIENCE
Still, not all single Catholids are
looking for love on the Intérnet,

Edith Torres of St Augustine Parish

in Coral Gables, d single Catholic in
hier 40s, believes that If people truly
trusted God they would not be go-
ing to dating websites,

“I'don't think God needs a hand

in finding people the right mate. |

believe thatin time, if that is God's
will for you, it will happen organi-
cally. If he can lead Tobias o his

wile if e can give children to so

many people in the Bible, if ke can
lead the Istaelites to the Promised
Land, ifhe can lorétell the proph-
ets of the coming Messiah from the
very beginning .. he can lead us Lo
our spotses.”

Victoria Lynn (she asked that
her last name not be published), is
a practicing Catholic in Texas who
founded puriTeewear.com ta pro-
mote saving the gift of one's self for
marriage; Sheiswriting an e-book

-dbout Internet dating guidelines

and isambivalent about online dat-
ing.

"] was oneof the first members
on Ave Maria Singles (then Single
Catholics) 11 years ago, vet still he-
ingsingle, 'm not sure that's a good

YOUR MIAMI COMMUNITY FN¥4

el nE__E peopie %ﬂ.ﬁr _“.2
whurch at youth groups, but had had

D _E.F

ot imam_u a practicing Catholic

with 3 miare whalesome _".E_E_n
compated 10 bthers whe say they
vare olic but-are not practicing, |t

WRE __.m_._...,_ang:mg for me foHave &

_ﬁana:ﬁ Gatholic man \Who Shares 3
‘commoan bond; they tend to bE more

faithful and more generous in all

mspects,” shesaid.

She is convinced thar it was God
who) FEEE het| Castrenze. |n fact,
it wasn't until after she methim | that
she fealized she had gone to the

\wiong website Mathes Angelica was

talking:about Single Catholics (now,
Ave Marls m__._uﬁq ‘ant naf Eatholic
ﬂﬁ_mm where' ﬁmi_mﬂmﬁz&_ estab-
lighed harprafile.

She and Castrenze were maried
on Sept. 29, 2001 — coimcidantally

thie feast af the archangels, Michael,

Gabriel and Rafael, who is the parion’
saint of singles g for spouses.
The E:Em aremembers of St
Wark Parish in Southwest mﬂ.anmw..
and have two-children, Joseph Mi-
chael, b, snd Christian Patrick:. 5. @

thing," she said. "The blessings,
though, are that 1 have learned
quite a bit about meeting men this
way and even mere about myself."

She said itis critical for singles to
try notto'prejudge, and think they
mity o may not Hke sormeone, until
after they have met.

“The fact is weneed that face-
to-face encounter to know if there
is also that gift of chemistry, At the
sametime, I feelitis mostimportant
to always be deepening our rela-
tionship with Christ sowecan hear
his spirit leading us in each present
moment decision about whom we
gef to knowarnot,” she sajd.

- Her advice: "The first meeting
should dlways be-a brief encounter
for coffee, tea; orice cream or lunch
toseeifyouareintérested in getting
to know each other more. Schedul-
ing a romantic dinner fireside ai
an expensive restaurant, or wipse
at one of your homes, isa bad idea.
Keep it simple, use discernment,
and trust God.”

As for pictures, shesaid, “Sure, it
can be a guideline, but1must share
that the pictures thatl liked were al-
ways the ones (of guys) who | ended
up notliking once we met, The rwo
gentlemen I liked the least in thely
pictures, but went ahead and met
anyway after delightful conversa-
tion, ended up being the two 1 re-
ally fell for” I'velearned to put more
weight on the E.n.ﬁ ile and then our
conversations.” s



" ——— o e ——— £ TET—— = o0 ey

COMMUNITY
EVENTS

5t. Coleman Italian festival,
through Feb. 20, 1200:5. Federal
Highway, Fompang Beach, 954-
946-3308.

All Saints carnival, through
Feb. 20, 10900 'W. Oakland Park
Bivd., Sunrise. 954-742-7666 ar
abravo@allsaintsvillage.com.

5t. Maximilian Kolbe
carnmival, Feb, 24-27, 701 N. Hiatus
Road, Pembroke Pines. 954-432-
0206,

MNativity jamboree, Feb. 24-27,
Nativity Church, 5220 Johnson 5t
Hollywood. 954-987-3300, ext,
205, p

St. Raymond festival, Feb.
25-27, 3475 S\W. 17 5., Miami.
305-446-2427,

Scholarship luncheon,
Satlrday, Feb. 26, 11:30am,,
Rusty Pelican Restaurant, 3201
Rickenbacker Causeway, Key
Biscaynie. Sponsorad by Miam|
Archdigcesan Council of Cathalic
Women. Benefits girls wanting
to continue their high school
education in Catholic schoals,
Tickets: $35. galagirib@aol.com,

5t. Stephen Mardi Gras
carnival, March 3-6, 2000 5. State
Road 7, Miramiar. 954-987-1100,

5t. Mark “Carnival in the
Ranches," March 3-6, 5t. Mark,
5601 5. Flamingo Road, Southwest
fanches, 854-434-3777,

Little Flower Parish and
School carnival, March 3-6, 1805
Pierce St.,, Hollywood. 654-972-
3517.

5t. John the Apostie carnival,
March 3-6, 479 E. Fourth 5t
Hialeah. 305 BRB-6R19.

“A Night Under the Stars,”
Saturday, March 5, 7 p.m., 12665
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N Eighth Awe., North Migmi, -
Unigue culinary experience 1o
suppart Run for Life team and
Knights of Columbus Marian
Couneil. Tickets: $75; limited
seating, 305-342-4367 or kevin,
seifried@gmail.

5t. Justin Martyr lunch and
fashion show, Saturday, March 5,
noon, 105500 Overseas Highway,
Key Largo. Hosted by women's
club. Fashions shown will be
available for imimediate purchase.
Tickets: $20. 305-451-6409.

5t. Louis “Festival for the
Poor,™ March 4-6, 72705\, 120
51, Pinecrest. All proceeds go to
help the needy, 305-238-7562,

5t. Louis arts and crafis
festival, March 5-5, 7270 5W. 120
5t., Pinecrest. edwardrosemarie@
bellsouth.net

Our Lady of the Lakes
festival, March 10-13, 15801 N.W.
67 Ave., Miami Lakes. 305-558-
2202, ext. 616.

Ave Maria University
Founders Club dinner, Thursday,
March 10, 6115 p.m., Regions Ban
Building Tower Club, Ope Financial
Plaza 28th floor, Fort Lauderdale,
Speaker: Thomas Monaghan,
chancellor of Ave Maria University,
founder of Demino’s Plzza, farmer
owner of the Detroit Tigers.
Tickets: $30.-R 5 \VP. by March 7.
O54-F23-2348 of www. avemaria
eduflauderdale.

5t. Justin Martyr winterfest,
March 11-13, starting at 5 plm.
each day, 105500 Overseas
Highwiay, Key Largo, Ethnic
foods, rides for all, continuous:
entertainment, great family fun,
Free admission, parking. 305-451-
1316,

Friends of the Seminary
dinner, Thursday, March 17,
5L Gabriel, 731 N, Ocean Blvd.,
Pomipanc Beach. Hosted by the
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MARY. KAY BEAUTY CONSULTANT - (4l
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serra Club of Broward Courty.
Donation: $20. All proceeds
benefit 5t, Vincent de Paul
Regional Seminary in Boyriton
Beach. 954-946-3551,

5t. Patrick’s dinner dance,
Saturday, March 19, 7 pom., 5t
Malachy Parish hall, 6200 N
University Drive, Tarmarac, Tickets
at the door. 954-546-5567.

5t. Joseph's dinner dance,
Saturday, March 26, 5t, David
Parish hall, 3900 5. University
Drive, Davia. Hosted by women's
club. Traditional ltalian food and
riusic, Tickets: $20, 954-801-9798.

CONCERTS

Cathedral concert series,
Sunday, March & 4 p.m.; 7525
NW. Second Ave,, Miami: “Jeff
Zavac and Friends” featuring “the
blind musician extraordinaire”
perfarming Haht classics and jazz
an a variety of instruments, Free.
305-759-4531, ext. 117, or v,
cathedralofstmancom.

5t. Martha-Yamaha Concert
Series, Saturday, March 12,730
p.m., 9301 Biscayne Blud., Miami
shores: The [tallan Saxophone
Quartet, led by superstar

- saxonhion/st Federico Mondelei,

plays music from Bach to Piazzolla,
and ragtime, tango, biues, Greek
chances and il scores. Tickets
include after-cancert reception
with artists. $10 general admision;
$20 Blue Circle, 1-800:595-4840,
wwwsaintmarthatidicom or visit
the church office.

Notre Dame Glee Club'in
concert, Saturday, March 12, 7:30
., Assumption Parish, 2001 5.
Geean Blvd, Lavderdale-by-the-
563, Adults: $25; students; $10.
O54-F71-6773 or 954-427-5778.

FAITH EDUCATION

Life issues workshops: Learn
how to defend the sanctity of
human life at all stages, whatand
why the Catholic Church teaches
oncritical life issues. Respect Life
Office. 954-981-2927;

* Saturday, Feb. 26, 9a.m-3
R, St Gregony 200 N, University
Dirive, Rlantation,

Divine Mercy conferencaf
priest seminar: March 11-12,
Divine Mercy conference at 5t,
Thomas University, Miami. Friclay,
March 11, priest seminar, 2-5
p.my, featuring Father Seraphim
Michalenke, For more information
Visit www divinemercysunday.com.

Next Advertiser
Deadline is

March 7

Call Jane to reserve
your space today!

407-373-0085
FLORIDA utholic

“Mujferes Dificiles/Hombres
Complicados, " 4 de marzo, Hyatt
fegency, Bonaventure Grand
Ballroom, 250 Racquet Club Road,
Westan. Conferencia por el Dy
Cesar Lazano patracinado porel
Ministerio de Parefas Tabias y Sara
de 5t Maximilfan Kolbe. Boletos
$20 or £25 el dia del evento, 954-
432.0206,

SEPI (Southeast Pastoral
Institute) ofrecs un Certificado
er Ministerio Pastoral Hispana
Y cursos para ampliarsus
conocimientos sobee la pastaral
fispana. 305-279-2333, sepimiamié
aol.com o visite wwavsepimiami.
org:

« Maestria én Ministerio
Pastoral Hispano, durante toda
&l 201 1; acreditado por Barmy
Uiniversity, clases en espaniol

“The Gnostic Gospels: What
They Can and Cannot Tell Us,”
Friday, Feh, 25, 7:30 p.m., 5t
Thomas University, 16401 N, 37
Ave, Miami Gardens. Free svening
lectiire by Pheme Perkins of Boston
College. Part of Cathalic Biblical
Scholar Serles. Jreisingar@stu,edu

o 954-434-7676.

“Revelation: The Kingdom
Yet to Come,” Bible study
and video seminar, Tuesdays
through March 15, 7-8:30 pim., 51
Ambrose Parish hall, 380 5. Feteral
Highway, Dearfield Beach. 561-
368-6531

Noche de oracidn y
formacicn, Movimiento Castos
Por Amor, todos los miérenles de
8a 10 pim., salon parroquial de 5t
Doarnipfe 5909 NW, 7 56, Miami Se
invita a fovenes y aduftos, casados
yaolteras, de 18 afios en adelante;
& Compartic Un encuentro sobye g
sexualidad humana & la Lz de las
ensefansas de la Iglesia. 305-599-
2996, burnncastos@yahoo.com,

MASSES/PRAYER
SESSIONS

Ash Wednesday Mass with
Archbishop Thomas Wenski,
Wednesday, March 9, noan, Gesu,
118 N.E. Second Street, Miami, Ash
Wednesday marks the beginning
of the 40-day Lenten season. 305-
1621046, 305-379-1424;

Songs and prayer in the spirit
of Taizé, Tuesday, March 15, 7:30
p.m., Barmy University, Cor Jesu
Chapel, 11300 N.E. Second Ave,,
Miami Shores. Chant, Seripture,
silentreflection, intercessory
prayer. 305-899-3650 of 305-458-
9913,

Monthly healing service, third
Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., Anauncation
Parish, 3781 5.W, 39 5t., West
Hollywood. Led by Father Bob
Richardson, 954-8853-0606.

Secular Frandscans: |s God
calling you to a:deaper |ife of
prayer, fraternity and service?

He may be calling you to be a
Franciscan, The Secular Franciscan
Order welcomes single and married
Catholics. Meet first sundays at

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs School
library, 954-584-2253,

RETREATS/DAYS
OF REFLECTION

Momming5Star Renewal Center,
F275 5\, 124 5, Pinecrest,
Registration required for-all
prograrms. 305-238-4367, ext, 102,
of Visit www. morningstarrenewal,
org: "Breakfast with the Saints,"”

Tuesdays, Feb, 25, March 29, 7:30
aum. Donation: §7.

Emmaus experience in
English, based on Luke 24:13-35,
leads participants to discover Jests
in their lives: :

= For men and women, Feb.
25-27 and March 11-13, Our Lady
of Lourdes, 11291 5. 142 Ave.,
Miami. 305-253-0858 or recc872@
bellsouth.net

* Forwomen, Feb. 25-27, Casa
Manresa, 12190.5.W. 56 51, Miami
305-608:3072, rcac915&belisouth.
net.

Impactos, un retiro para
toda la familia, mejore su vida
matrimonial ysu relacian con sus.
hijos de 3 a 11 afios; & retreat far
the whole family, improve your
relationship with vour children
ages 3'to 17:and your spouse. 305
571-2111 or wwwimpactos.org:

= |mpacto 365, Spanish, Feb,
26 and 27, 8:30a.m-5 pm,,
Immaculate Conception, Hialeah,

= lmpacto 366, English, Feh,
Z2band 27, 8:30 a.m-5pm, 5t
Timathy, Miami,

Pre-Cana |, life skills
component of archdiocesan
marriage preparation program
for couples getting remarried in
the Church, Saturday, March 12,
Sam.-6 p.m., Good'Shepherd,
1187 5. 72 5t Miami. Couples
alsn rieed to reaister separately for
Sacramentality Day. 305-762-1148,

Retiro de Cuaresma, 19 de
marzo, 9 a.m.-4 p.m, con el Padre
JestisLeces, SchB SEPL 7700 5.0
56 5t, Miami. 810ipersona; favar
de llevar su almuierzo, Inscripeion:
305-279-2333.

Marriages in Victory, March
19-20, St. Timothy, 5400'S.W. 102
Awe,, Miami, Is your marriage
everything vou dreamed it would
be? it can be even better. Spend
two days eénriching.and growing
together. 305-335-0780.

Engaged Encounter, |ife
skills component of archdiocesan
marriage preparation program for
couples getting married for the
first time. Sponsored and run by
parishes;

= Saturday, March 26, Our Lady
of the Lakes, 158071 NAV. 67 Ave.,
Mismi Lakes. 305-558-2202,

* Saturday, April-2, Little Flower,
1805 Plerce 5t., Holhpwood. 954-
XI5,

SAFE
ENVIRONMENT

Virtus workshops heip
parents, teachers and anyone who
works with children recognize
signs of sexual abuse and spot
abusers. Sessions are free! For
information, call 305-762-1250 ar
e-mail jrayburn@theadom.org:

= Saturday, March 12, 9 a.m., St
Louis Parish, Pinecrest. '

= Saturday, April 9, 9.a.m:, Sts.
Peter-and Paul School, Miami.

SCHOOLS

McCarthy High dinner, dance,
auction, Saturday, Feb. 26, 6:30-
11 p.m., 5451 . Flaminga Road,
Southwest Ranches. Tickets: 954-
434-BB20, ext. 206,

Good Shepherd open house,

every Tuesday, 10 am.-noon, 14187

5. 72 5t, Miami. 305-385-7002,
ext. 303; or office@good-shepherd-
sthool.org.
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When he knew he wanted 1o be a priest:
“It was only after I came here. I was doing
everything else — pursuing a career, | had a
gizlfriend, I was involved in youth ministry and
church. ... There was a void in my heart calling
me, as if this wasn't enough.” The climax of his
discernment came, by “God-incidence,” on the
same date he would later be ordained a priest,
May 15: “Jesus appeared to me in a dream. He
said, ‘Chanel, come to me.’ I woke up from the
dream; never slept the rest of the night. I called
up the vocations director that moming and said,
I'm entering the seminary.”

Person or event that triggered his vocation:
“It’s all a mystery to me. The seed was planted in
my heart.”

What ke would be doing if he had rot become a priest:
“Probably a college professor, teaching philosophy
or something that has to do with humanity,
with the arts. I love philosophy.”

Wheat the seminary did not prepare him for:
“There’s no-way that I would imagine that I
would end up being the chancellor of the
archdiocese. The seminary doesn’t prepare
you for that.”

The most difficolt aspect of being a priest:

“To stand in the threshold of being the very
incamation of God is so mind-boggling.
Hopefully you know your limitation.”

e very incarnafion of
.._Emu_:_m )

His description of the ideal priest:

“To be able to satisfy the hunger that everyone
has for the infinite, the divine, for God. That’s
where I come in.”

A priestly stereotype that he feels shovld be discarded:
“I know people expect a priest to be a role
model and a great human being. That's as it
should be. But we're certainly not supermen.
All of us have to struggle with our limitations.”

What he does on his day off:

He likes to go to the beach. "I simply enjoy the
outdoors, read a good hook.”

Father Jeanty, seen here m:::.w a was..& Om:B..
Christmas party, teught himself to play the guitar
while in the seminary. Eventudlly, he bought an
acoustic guitar for $1,200. "It's still my companion.
It was a great investment.”

Favorite movie:

“Kingdom of Heaven,” “Gladiator,” “Avatar™
and other epic-type movies whose message is,
“What good would it be for a man to live in
this world and not make it a better world?”

Favorite TV series:

“T don't have time."”

Favorite book:

“The Road Less Traveled” by M. Scott Peck
Favorite type of music:

“As long as it sounds good, that’s me. Give me a
good sound, a good lyric and I love it already.”

Person he most admires:

“My mother. She wouldn’t expect from me
anymore than what she knows I can do. But she
accepts me even when I don’t do what she
knows I'm capable of. If I could live up to her,

I would wake up a betrer man every day.”

His greatest disappointment:
“To not have made the best of the opportunities
I have had as a person.”

His greatest joy:
“Whenever I say ‘yes' to a call to serve, it's going
to be the place of (my) greatest joy.”

His barshest rific:

“People who aren’t as easygoing as I am. I
drive them nuts. They say I'm too relaxed, too
peaceful. I'm always keeping my cool.”

Regrets:

“None. The stupid things that 've done have
brought me to be the person that I am now and
hielped me to see a different perspective, to be a
better human being for others.”
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Archdiocese of Miami
9401 Biscayne Boulevard
Miami, Florida 33138
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Young people march, walk for life

InWashington, D.C., and South Florida, young people mark anniversary of Roe v. Wade

MIAMI — More than 100 archdioc-
esan high school students, along with
their chaperones, took part in this year's
March for Life, held Jan. 24 in Washing-
ton, D.C,, while 1,400 more, young and
old, “walked for life” here in South Flori-
da to mark the anniversary of the Roe v,
Wade decision that legalized abortion in
theU.S.

The walks for life — held at Archbish-
op Edward McCarthy, Archbishop Cole-
man Carroll, Msgr. Edward Pace and St.
Mary Help of Christians and St. Clem-
ent parishes — raised around $30,000
for the archdiocese’s Respect Life Minis-
try, specifically the pregnancy centers in
Miami-Dade and Broward counties that
help women in distress,

Florida Catholic correspondent Dan-
iel Soiié accompanied the high school
teensin Washington, D.C. Read his blogs
and view the slideshows of his pictures i . \i

One of the pilgrims prominently V= =

m.a http://tinyurl.com/adommarchfor- displays the free bumper sticker r. contingent from Belen Jesuit Preparatory participates in the Ma
life2011.m she received. National Mall in Washington, D.C. (FHOTOS BY DANIEL SONE | FO)

rch for Life rally on the

We're Closer Than You Think

Just over an hour from
Ft. Lauderdale and Miami lies your
extraordinary beginning

e

Ave Maria

Southwest Floridu's Newest Hometown
www.AveMaria.com
Contact Joanna Fish at jfish@avemariareaity.net or 1-888-841-3477

Take 1595 and 1-75 toward Naples 1o Exit 80, then right, follow signs to Ave Maria
¥ Follow us on Facebook




