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LAW LIBRARY 

Collection Development Policy 

I. General Objectives

The Legal Information Center―commonly known as the Law Library―will provide a 

collection that meets, and in many respects exceeds, the standards of the American 

Bar Association and the Association of American Law Schools. 

A. Mission of the Law Library

The primary mission of the St. Thomas University Law Library is to provide 

access to the legal information necessary to support the mission of the School of 

Law.  Access to legal information involves two components: acquiring assets that 

provide comprehensive citation retrieval and acquiring assets that deliver the full 

text of the documents cited. 

The Law Library supports the School of Law’s teaching and research 

programs through direct, continuing, and informed relationships with the faculty 

and through programs that educate students about the use of all formats of legal 

information. The secondary mission of the Law Library is to provide access to legal 

information and publications for St. Thomas University. 

B. Goals of the Law Library

The Law Library maintains a collection policy designed to meet the 

educational, service, and research needs of the School of Law’s faculty and students; 

to support fully the programs and curriculum of the School of Law; facilitate the 

delivery of online legal resources; and to ensure full compliance with the core 

collections required by the American Bar Association and the American Association 

of Law Schools. 

C. Clientele

The Law Library provides access to legal information for the students and 

faculty of the School of Law, the overall University, legal professionals, law 

students from other institutions, and paralegals. Notwithstanding its availability to 

persons other than the students or faculty of St. Thomas, the Law Library’s priority 

is to provide access to the legal information needed to support fully the programs 

and curriculum of the Law School, facilitate the delivery of online legal resources, 
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and ensure full compliance with the core collections required by the American Bar 

Association and the American Association of Law Schools. 

 

D.  Responsibility for Implementing the School of Law’s Collection 

Development Policy  

 

 The Law Library Director is responsible for implementing this policy in 

consultation with librarians and the Library, Technology, & Facilities Committee.  

The Director is assisted by the Associate Director and Librarians and other 

members of the Law Library staff.  The Committee acts in an advisory capacity and 

surveys the faculty to help identify the materials essential to their teaching, 

research, service, and clinical work.  In addition, the Committee may provide 

further advisory support to the Law Library Director. 
 

 

II. Selection Criteria 
 

Faculty requests for additions to the collection will be given immediate 

consideration and will be acquired as soon as possible, subject only to availability.  

When appropriate, the collection also may be augmented by duplicate purchasing, 

interlibrary loan, the use of electronic databases, and cooperative arrangements 

with other libraries. 

 

High priority will be given to support faculty research and the School of 

Law’s curriculum.  Considerations of the cost of supplementation and availability in 

other media (e.g., online) will affect the acquisition decision. 

 

 

A. Collection Objectives  

 

To support the goals described in Section I (B), the Law Library has 

formulated the following objectives: 

 

1. Provide the core collection requirements to support changing needs. 

 

2. Regularly refine the acquisitions policy to ensure it fully supports the 

curriculum, including the clinical program, and provides necessary materials 

for student and faculty research. 

 

3. Update the collection as needed. 

 

4. Strengthen the reference collection. 
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5. Provide materials in various formats for ease of use and cost-effectiveness, 

including print, online, and microforms. 

 

6. Maintain a subscription to only the following journals: all journals from 

Florida law schools and those requested by the faculty not available in 

HeinOnline. 

 

7. Selection decisions are reached with the assistance of advertisements, 

alerting services, bibliographies, brochures, catalogs, publishers’ 

representatives, personal recommendations, and reviews in professional 

publications. 

 

8. The Library will collect titles that broadly illustrate areas in which non-legal 

disciplines interact with the law and clinic practice areas. 

 

 

B. Criteria for Selection 

 

 Selection will be governed by the following guidelines: 

 

1. The Identified Need 

 

The Director and Librarians will determine need in several ways:  

 

- core ABA collection requirement; 

- reference collection; 

- faculty and administration requests; 

- librarian requests; 

- standard work in the subject area; 

- balance in the collection;  

- anticipated demand for the requested asset, compared to its availability 

through interlibrary loan; and 

- other compelling reasons. 

 

2. The Relationship of Materials with Florida Law 

 

The Law Library provides access to Florida legal materials. 

 

 

3. Price and Need 

 

This item takes into account the current status of the budget. 
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4. Supplementation Needs and Future Commitment of Funds 

 

The expense of a book is calculated in terms of its shelf life, rather than as a one-

time expense. 

 

5. Need for Duplicate or Multiple Copies 

 

Some titles, because of popularity or because of a threat of theft, are purchased in 

multiple copies.  Additional copies of a title also may be purchased for the Reserve 

Collection at the request of a faculty member or the Law Library Director.  The Law 

Library will purchase duplicate copies in sufficient numbers to maintain an 

acceptable level of availability in the library.  Availability in online format is 

preferred since it provides multi-user access. 

 

6. Online Acquisition Formats 

 

Subject to core collection requirements, substantial savings in shelf space and cost 

are achieved by obtaining materials online. 

 

7. Value of the Book or Set 

 

The long term value of each purchase as a resource to the Law Library is considered. 

 

8. Out-of-print Materials 

 

The cost of out-of-print materials that are widely sought-after may be higher than 

the original price. 

 

9. Cancellation 

 

It is inevitable that, over the course of time, the Law Library will need to consider 

cancellation of some materials.  Recommendations for cancellations will be made to 

the Library Director, who will make decisions for cancellation in consultation with 

the librarians.  Opinions also may be requested from the faculty on particular titles.  

The following guidelines will be followed: 

 

(1) Consider cancellation of an item that is not in substantial demand and 

is not of permanent value. 

(2) Prefer reducing the number of copies of a title held in duplicate or in 

multiple copies over canceling single titles that will be useful later and 
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may go out of print. (Availability in online format is preferred since it 

provides multi-user access.) 

(3) Prefer cancellation of paper copy of loose-leaf services over other 

serials. Availability in online format is preferred. 

(4) Prefer cancellation of cumulative supplements over sequential 

supplements. 

(5) Consider cancellation of low demand titles available through 

interlibrary loan. 

(6) Consider cancellation of titles available online to students and faculty 

through Lexis, Westlaw, West Academic, HeinOnline, Wolters Kluwer, 

or comparable databases. 

(7) Consider cancellation of one or more titles in cases of competing 

coverage of the same subject matter. 

11. Duplication 

 

As a general rule, the Law Library purchases a single copy of any material. The 

Library may provide duplicate copies of certain core materials.  Duplicate copies of 

other than core materials may be purchased if it is determined that there is heavy, 

continuous use of a title. Additional copies of a title also may be purchased for the 

Reserve Collection if an instructor intends to make extensive use of a particular 

publication. The Law Library will purchase duplicate copies in sufficient numbers 

to maintain an acceptable level of availability. 

 

12. Language 

The Law Library purchases assets in the English language. No attempt will be 

made, at the present time, to develop a collection in any native language other than 

English.  However, if a member of the faculty sees a need for specific non-English 

resources for a specific purpose, the library will acquire such resources. 

 

13. Format 

Information available for purchase or subscriptions may be available in one or more 

formats: online, microform, book, audio, video, or software. For assets that provide 

citation or bibliographic access, online formats are preferred over print or microform.  

For assets that primarily provide document text delivery, the format most readily 

available to the faculty and students and most efficient for the Law Library will be 

the preferred format.  Significant numbers of books are published in hard-bound 
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and paperback editions. To maximize the Law Library’s purchasing power, 

preference will be given to paperback editions. 

 

The acquisition of information in microform, if any, will depend on a number of 

factors including: 

1. difficulty of obtaining the information in other formats; 

2. cost of acquiring material in microform versus paper copy; 

3. amount of shelving space required for the equivalent hard copy; 

4. conservation requirements for older, worn and brittle material; and 

5. availability format. 

 

14. Media-Created Resources 

In the normal course of each semester, the Law Library, in its capacity of providing 

audio-visual classroom and events support for the School of Law, creates a number 

of video and other recordings of events and classes. Most of these recordings are of 

an ephemeral nature and, as such, will not become part of the permanent collection 

of the Law Library. The policy for video camera recordings is a copy is burned to CD 

or DVD and given to the Instructor.  Echo360 recordings are saved to the cloud and 

made available to students on the same day. For all other cases, Law School policy 

requires approval from the Student Services Dean, and the request is made through 

his office. If any student or faculty members request a video recording be made and 

provided to only one or to a few, select students, they also are to be referred to the 

Student Services Dean.  Any additional questions are referred to the AV Services 

Administrator or the Law Library Director. Classes recorded for specific students or 

other persons are processed and made available to the patron for pick up. 

 

15. Retention and Shelving 

 

Many materials are updated on an ongoing, frequent basis.  Older editions of these 

titles will be handled as follows: 

 

1. Directories will be withdrawn and discarded when the newest edition is shelved. 

Items in the Study Aids collection are withdrawn and discarded when newer 

editions are shelved, with the following observations: 

 

1.1. Donations of bar examination preparation books are retained in the Study 

Aid collection. 

1.2. Study Aids availability in online format is preferred. 

 

2. Older Florida materials are kept for historical and research purposes. 
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3. Superseded reporter advance sheets, pocket parts and loose-leaf pages are to be 

discarded in accordance with instructions received with the replacement volumes or 

pages. Superseded materials, may be collected 

 

4. Outdated reference materials that are still useful for historical research purposes 

may be shelved in the General Collection. 

 

 

C. Format of Materials Selected 

 

The majority of materials selected are online or in print format.  Note: During the 

Faculty meeting of August 2018, it was decided and agreed that the Law Library 

would reduce the acquisition of print materials. 

 

1. Online Formats 

 

Online formats are considered when: 

  

- It provides multiple-user access; 

- Materials are not available in paper format; 

- To maximize information access; 

- Preservation in other formats is superior to paper copy; 

- Materials are infrequently used; 

- Cost is significantly lower in other formats; 

- Materials in paper will require extensive shelf space; 

- Back-up copies are needed for frequently used hard copy sets; 

- The acquisition of information in microform will depend on the difficulty 

of obtaining the information in other formats. 
 

2. Books (Print) 

 

The Law Library will acquire treatises that directly support the curriculum 

needs and research interests of our students and faculty, to the extent that funds 

permit.  The following categories of monographs are collected: treatises by 

recognized authorities in the field, Restatements and other American Law Institute 

publications; Hornbooks, West’s nutshell series; and university press publications 

on legal subjects; and subjects relevant to the teaching, service, research, and 

educational needs of the faculty and students. 

 

3. Loose-leaf Services 

 

The Law Library subscribes to selected loose-leaf services that support the 

educational and scholarship programs of the School of Law.  While recognizing the 

importance of the coverage that these loose-leaf services provide, they will be 
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selected only when necessary to achieve currency or unique content.  Criteria for 

selection include relation to Law School’s curriculum, online availability, and 

faculty demand. 

 

4. Online Services 

 

 The Law Library maintains access to the major general legal online 

resources: Westlaw, LexisNexis, Hein Online, and Bloomberg Law.  More 

specialized subscription services are acquired only if they offer significant 

advantages, such as greater currency than is otherwise possible and at a reasonable 

cost, faculty demand, cost savings can be realized.  Via online access, faculty and 

student computers have full access to all available Internet sources and 

subscription database titles.  The Library subscribes to the following databases: 

 

- Lexis Nexis 

- Westlaw 

- Bloomberg BNA 

- ProQuest Congressional 

- Current Index Legal Periodicals (CILP) 

- CCH Wolters Kluwer Law & Business 

- CALI 

- ExpressO - bepress 

- Making of Modern Law 

Legal Treatises, 1800-1926 

Primary Sources 

- Eighteenth Century Collections Online (ECCO) 

- Florida Law Weekly 

- Foreign Law Guide 

- Hein Online  (64 Databases) 

- ICPSR (University of Michigan) 

- JSTOR (Collections 1, II, IV) 

- Index to Foreign Legal Periodicals (IFLP) 

- Index to Legal Periodicals & Books 

- Index to Legal Periodicals & Books Retrospective: 1908-1981 

- Legal Scholarship Network (SSRN) 

- LegalTrac 

- Lexis State Capital 

- LLMC Digital Collections 

- Oxford Bibliographies 

- Oxford English Dictionary (OED) 

- Oxford Reference Library 

- Max Planck Encyclopedia of Public International Law Online 

- Oxford Reports on International Law: International Human Rights Law 
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- West Academic Study Aids 

- Wolters Kluwer Study Aid Library 

- The Law Library was an early adopter of NetLibrary (now EBSCOhost) 

and has purchased consortium and individual titles to build a large 

database of e-books. 

 

A. Online Catalog 

 

The Law Library’s Online Catalog and the total operation of its Integrated 

Library System (ILS) are powered by the WorldShare Management Services 

(WMS).  The system interacts with the overall Internet and enhances all avenues of 

information accessibility within our library and additional sources of information 

with many libraries around the U.S. and worldwide.  The law library staff uses 

WMS for circulation, cataloging, acquisitions, and serials subscription management.  

WorldCat Discovery serves as the Law Library’s online public access catalog 

(OPAC). Two public workstations are located on the first floor.   

 

5. Microforms   

 

Microfiche is preferred over film.  In microfiche, 24:1 or 42:1 reduction is 

preferred.  Negative polarity will be preferred over positive for better print 

capability. Diazo is preferred over silver halide because it is not as sensitive to 

storage conditions, is less susceptible to mold, and is less likely to be scratched 

during use.  It is also the type offered by the Law Library Microform Consortium, 

the Government Printing Office, and the William Hein Company.  For high use sets, 

silver halide may be purchased, however, because it is less susceptible to fading.  

Ultrafiche continues to be avoided.  Micro-opaques will not be acquired because of 

the difficulty of obtaining satisfactory prints from them. The Law Library collects 

materials in microform when: 

 

- Materials are not available in paper format; 

- Preservation in microform is superior to paper copy; 

- Materials are infrequently used; 

- Materials in paper will take up a great deal of shelf space; or 

- Cost is significantly lower in microform. 

   

One microform reader/printer is available for patron use. 
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6. Audio/Video 

 

Audio/video formats are purchased when the nature of material is uniquely 

suited to that format.   

 

7. Serials/Periodicals 

 

 The Law Library subscribes to selected legal periodicals and maintains some 

past issues on microfiche.  In addition, the Law Library subscribes to selected 

general newspapers and periodicals but keeps only current issues.  Space is limited 

and square footage has not increased within the Library.  Since 2012, the Library 

reconfigured space to provide additional study rooms.  As of 2017, the Law Library 

provides eleven study rooms.  In 2010, the faculty agreed to remove the majority of 

print journals to make space available for student use.  In 2018, additional journals 

were removed to meet the principles presented in the collection development policy. 

It was agreed that online sources would be favored, with two exceptions made: 

 

- Journals from Florida Law Schools; 

- Journals of special interest to faculty. 
 

 

D. General Guidelines 

      

 The Law Library is in an ongoing process of maintaining its comprehensive 

collections.  These guidelines prioritize the allocation of the annual acquisitions 

budget: 

 

1. Materials supporting the skills, instructional, clinical practice, and research 

needs of the law faculty and students, the Law Library’s primary patrons, 

consistent with the ABA’s core collection requirements. 

   

   2. Materials of practical and scholarly significance will be as complete as possible, 

and all supplemental aids for their use such as indices, digests, or citators will be 

acquired. 

 

3. Maintenance requires continuing purchase of updating materials such as pocket 

parts, replacement volumes, loose-leaf service releases, bound volumes, advance 

sheets, and continuation volumes.  This maintenance represents a constantly 

increasing cost for the Law Library.  Supplemented materials will be reviewed 

regularly in light of changes in the curriculum, faculty, and the law.  Termination of 

major sets will be made after consultation with faculty members who may be 

affected by the cancellation or are interested in the sets. 
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4. New books, including sets, will be acquired to assure an up-to-date legal 

collection that meets the needs of the curriculum, clinics, and research needs of 

students and faculty, focusing first on the reference, reserve, and core collections. 

 

5. Secondary priority will be given to the identified needs of the University 

community, alumnae, bench and bar, and the general public.   

 

6. Foreign language materials will not be purchased, with minor exceptions. 

 

7. Faculty may send requests for purchases to the Faculty Services Librarian or 

contact the Law Library Director.  These requests will be forwarded to the 

Serials/Acquisitions Specialist who will process them promptly, ahead of routine 

orders.  The faculty request will be identified clearly as such in the order record.  

The faculty member will be notified of the receipt of the item, and it will be routed 

to the faculty member if requested.  Faculty office copies of treatises, loose-leaf 

services, etc., may be provided when necessary to meet research, scholarship, 

practice, or needs. Offices copies will be fully processed and checked out to a faculty 

member for as long as the title is essential for his or her research or course 

preparation. Office copies will remain the property of the Law Library and will be 

returned to the Library when the faculty office use is no longer desired. 

 

8. The Library will maintain selected standing orders for serial publications and 

selected monographic series to assure their continued, systematic, and timely 

receipt. 

 

E. Gifts 

  

 The Director is responsible for accepting gifts.  The donation will be analyzed 

in accordance with selection guidelines or for other value.  The Law Library will not 

accept gifts with conditions to their disposition or location, except by express 

permission of the Director.  The Director will determine the disposition of the 

materials at any time and in any manner deemed appropriate.  Serials offered as 

gifts will be subject to the same selection policies as those obtained by purchase, 

except for filling in gaps and incomplete runs of sets.  The Law Library will not 

appraise the value of gifts for tax purposes, although the Director may assist the 

donor in obtaining prices located in catalogues of secondhand dealers. 

 

F. Superseded Materials and Weeding   

 

Advance sheets are retained only until bound volumes are received.  

Superseded pocket parts are discarded.  Pocket parts in superseded volumes are 

retained if the volumes are retained.  Superseded digest volumes are discarded. 
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Newsletters primarily intended for current awareness, with little substantive 

content, not indexed in the standard indexes, are generally retained for one year 

only. Works that may be weeded from the collection include: 

 

- Multiple copies of infrequently used materials; 

- Multiple copies of old editions: (occasionally two copies of superseded 

editions of significant treatises may be kept); 

- Superseded replacement volumes of current editions; and 

- Substantially incomplete runs of periodicals in peripheral subject areas. 

 

 

III.    General Scope of the Collection 
 

A. Introduction   

  

 The Law Library’s first priority is to collect at the core collection level to 

support the School of Law’s course offerings, including practice materials for clinics, 

and materials to support the students and faculty research needs.  Second, the Law 

Library will collect materials to maintain a current and comprehensive reference 

and reserve collection.  To the extent resources permit, the Law Library attempts to 

maintain the research quality of specific collections during periods of waning 

interest or inactivity if it appears that research in that subject is likely to be 

renewed. 

 

 

B. The Collection 

 

The Law Library collects legal and law-related materials relating to the law 

of the United States and Florida Law, and in subjects such as immigration, tax law, 

cybersecurity, professional responsibility, outer space, internet governance, 

jurisprudence/law and philosophy, legal research and writing, admiralty, 

international human rights, elder law, intellectual property, and international law.  

The types of material collected also include primary sources, finding tools, and 

secondary sources.  The Law Library collects secondary sources intended for a 

scholarly audience and those for practitioners in the areas of the School of Law’s 

clinics. 

 

1. Federal Materials   

a. Primary Materials 

 

 The Law Library collects published primary materials for federal law 

including the legislative codes, e.g., United States Code, and the United States Code 

Annotated.  The Law Library collects primary statutory materials as required for its 
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core collection.  The full text of pending legislation and enrolled Public Laws are 

available online through Congress.gov, beginning with the 93d Congress. 

 

b. Code of Federal Regulations 

 

The Law Library maintains a current copy of the Code of Federal Regulations 

in print and keeps earlier versions in microfiche (1939-1993).  

 

c. Federal Case Reporters  

 

 The Law Library no longer collects most print federal caselaw reporters.1  

The Library collects selected secondary federal materials as required for its 

collection.2  The Library has a complete collection of state reports published prior to 

the beginning of West’s National Reporter System in microform.  Most state reports 

are available also on LexisNexis, Westlaw, or online.   

 

d. Legislative Histories - Federal 

 

The Library maintains materials for compiling legislative histories and 

historical documents comprising the history of a bill, act, or law.  In addition, the 

Law Library subscribes to the electronic product such as US Serial Set, 

Congressional Hearings (1824-2003), Congressional Universe, Capital State 

Universe, Congressional Index, and Statues at Large with HeinOnline.  The Library 

subscribes to the United States Statutes at Large and the U.S. Code Congressional 

& Administrative News.  

 

e. Federal Secondary Materials 

 

 The Law Library subscribes to the West’s Federal Practice Digest.   

 

 

2. State Materials 

  

 The Library maintains current Florida caselaw reporter and court rules for 

Florida.  The Law Library collects session laws for Florida and one copy of the 

Florida Reports.  The coverage of LexisNexis and Westlaw makes the duplication of 

case reporters and digests less necessary.  Based on usage and cost, the library 

maintains one annotated code for the state of Florida.  The complete Pre National 

Reporting System is available on microfiche.  The Law Library has the complete 

Decennial Digests. 

                                                           
1
 With consultation from the Law Faculty, the Library will favor online sources, and thus, print subscriptions have 

been reduced. 
2
 Id. 
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a. Florida 

 

 The Law Library aims to maintain a collection of materials from Florida, first 

for the use of the students, faculty, and clients of the School of Law’s Clinical 

Programs, and next for the use of alumnae and members of the practicing bar in 

this jurisdiction.  Materials selected include primary law, encyclopedia, and basic 

treatises.  Additional materials are maintained at the request of faculty for ongoing 

research needs.  The Florida administrative code is available on LexisNexis and 

Westlaw.  Since attorney general opinions for nearly all fifty states are available 

online on LexisNexis, Westlaw and online, they are not collected by the Law Library.  

The Law Library collects the Florida Digest, the complete Florida session laws, 

annotated historical codes and revisions of Florida law (microfiche), selected 

executive and administrative agency decisions, opinions, and Florida Attorney 

General Opinions (microfiche). 

 

b. Additional Secondary Sources 

 

 The Law Library’s general policy is to select significant secondary materials 

necessary to support the School of Law.  The sources include tools necessary to 

identify primary and secondary legal information and to update primary legal 

information, such as Dictionaries, Thesauri, and Style manuals. 

 

c. Government Documents 

 

The Law Library is not a U.S. Government Depository but will collect government 

publications related to the curricular and research needs of the School of Law (and 

not available online) by purchasing such materials from the government and 

commercial publishing houses.  The University Library is a selective U.S. 

Government Depository. 

 

3. Citators 

 

 Citators for all fifty states are available on LexisNexis and Westlaw. 
 

4. ALI Restatements and Principles of the Law Publications  

 

The Law Library maintains the Uniform Laws Annotated.  The Law Library also 

maintains one copy of each series of restatements, which have been updated.  Below 

is the list of Restatements. 

 

Restatements 

 

 Agency 3d (vols. 1-2)  
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 Conflict of Laws 2d (vols. 1-2) & Appendix (vols. 3-8)  

 Contracts 2d (vols. 1-3) & Appendix (vols. 4-11)  

 Employment Law 

 Foreign Relations Law of the United States 3d (vols. 1-2)  

 Judgments 2d (vols. 1-2) & Appendix (vols. 3-7)  

 The Law Governing Lawyers 3d (vols. 1-20 

 Property 1st (vols. 1-3) & Appendix (vol. 6)  

 Property 2d, Landlord & Tenant (vols. 1-2)  

 Property 2d, Donative Transfers (vols. 1-4)  

 Property 3d (Mortgages)  

 Property 3d (Servitudes) (vols. 1-2) 

 Property 3d (Wills and Other Donative Transfers) (vols. 1-3) 

 Restitution and Unjust Enrichment 3d (vol. 1-2) & Appendix (vol. 3)  

 Suretyship and Guaranty 3d  

 Torts 2d (vols. 1-4) & Appendix volumes  

 2017 Torts 2d Annual Pocket Parts  

 Torts 3d, Products Liability & Appendix 

 Torts 3d, Liability for Physical and Emotional Harm  (vols. 1-2) & Appendix 

 Torts 3d, Apportionment of Liability 

 Trusts 2d (vols. 1-2) & Appendix (vols. 3-5) 

 Trusts 3d (vols. 1-4) & Appendix 

 Trusts 3d, Prudent Investor Rule 

 Unfair Competition 3d 

  A Concise Restatement of Torts 3d 

 A  Concise Restatement of the Law Governing Lawyers 

 A Concise Restatement of Donative Transfers and Trusts 

 The Interim Case Citations to the Restatements of the Law 

 

Principles 

 

 Intellectual Property: Principles Governing Jurisdiction, Choice of Law, and 

Judgements in Transnational Disputes 

 Principles of the Law of Aggregate Litigation 

 Principles of the Law of Corporate Governance 

 Principles of the Law of Family Dissolution 

 Principles of the Law of Software Contracts 

 Principles of the Law, Transnational Insolvency 

 Principles of the Law, Transnational Civil Procedure 

 

5. Legal Encyclopedias 

 

The Law Library maintains one set in print of Florida Jurisprudence. Other 

legal encyclopedias are generally not collected in print. 
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6. Periodical Indexes 

 

The Law Library subscribes to the Index to Foreign Legal Periodicals and 

Index to Legal Periodicals. 
 

 

IV. Circulation and Reserve 
 

1. Reference Materials and Reserve Collection 

 

The Law Library will give first priority to acquiring and maintaining legal 

reference materials required for effective use of the collection and quick information 

such as ready reference or deskbook materials.  Next, the Law Library will acquire 

reference materials relevant to the instruction and research needs of law school 

faculty and students.  Materials are identified in the catalog by the location 

designation Reserve.  Materials placed on these Reference area shelves include 

sources to assist with ready reference as well as dictionaries, directories, and 

bibliographies. Materials are identified in the catalog by the location designation 

“Reference.” 

 

The Library places on Reserve materials that are heavily used in conjunction 

with a course, those that present high security risks, or at the request of the faculty.  

These may include: 

 

- practice materials for Florida, 

- course materials, 

- course handouts, 

- audiovisual materials. 

 

2. Study Aids Online 

 

 The Law Library subscribes to Wolters Kluwer Online Study Aid Library and 

West Academic Study Aids. 

 

3. Casebooks 

 

The Law Library does not collect casebooks. 

 

V.    Cooperative Agreements and Interlibrary Loan 
 

The School of Law is an active participant in the Southeast Florida Library 

Information Network Interlibrary Loan program (SEFLIN), as well as in the 
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lending programs of the Florida Information Network (FLIN) and LYRASYS.  These 

consortia, together with the informal agreements with the other South Florida law 

school libraries, facilitate an expedited interlibrary loan process.   

 

1. OCLC 

 

The Law Library maintains its membership with OCLC, which provides its 

online services for the integrated library system. This system is used for cataloging 

all materials circulation services, and interlibrary loan.  Membership in OCLC 

provides training free of charge in various subjects for the Library staff. 

 

2. LYRASIS 

 

The Law Library is a member of LYRASIS, the nation’s largest regional non-

profit membership organization serving libraries. LYRASIS supports access to 

shared academic resources in open technologies, content services, digital solutions, 

collaboration with archives, libraries, and knowledge communities worldwide. 

Membership to LYRASIS allows the Law Library to achieve wide-reaching 

challenges with a collective strength, including the development and selection of 

new technology solutions.  

 

3. NELLCO 

 

NELLCO is an international consortium of law libraries. It provides its 

members collaboration, communication, innovation, and education. NELLCO allows 

our library to make the most of its fixed resources, using the most up-to-date 

technologies, and to innovate by providing education and disseminate new ideas.  

 

4. University Library 

 

The Law Library has borrowing privileges with the University Library.  

Faculty and law students have access to the University Library databases such as 

ProQuest Central. 

 

 

 

VI. Additional Considerations 
 

1. Binding 

 

The Law Library maintains a binding program adequate to assure periodicals and 

other selected materials are promptly and permanently bound. The collection is 

assessed periodically to identify materials in need of repair or rebinding. 
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2. Security Measures 

 

The Library utilizes various means, including tattle tape and electronic gates to 

protect against the unauthorized removal of materials from the premises.  The 

Library is investing and slowly transitioning to RFID technology.  The Library is 

studying the application of Blockchain technology. 

 

3. Leisure Reading  

 

The Law Library subscribes to a few legal and non-legal newspapers and magazines 

for leisure reading. 

 

4. Library Science Materials  

 

The Law Library selectively collects materials dealing with the library profession 

that may assist library staff in performing their duties or to promote professional 

development of the staff. 

 

5. Lost and/or Out-of-Print Materials 

 

Lost and out-of-print materials will be replaced or purchased following the 

guidelines of this collection development policy and from the publisher. 

 

6. Rare Books 

 

Rare books generally will not be purchased.  In exceptional cases, rare books with 

particular importance or relevance to the mission of the school may be collected. 

 

7. Inventory 

 

Periodically, the Law Library will conduct an inventory of all or a portion of its 

collection in order to identify materials that are improperly shelved, are missing, 

may need replacing, or are needed to verify the shelf list, circulation records, or both. 

 

 

The new edition was drafted by Professor Roy Balleste and Sonia Luna-Lamas with 

observations from librarians, and the Library, Technology, & Facilities Committee.  

This policy was approved by the Faculty of Law, January 29, 2019.   

 


