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* 1 .  

work on t h i s  

g ran t  a f t e r  a de lay  of severa l  months. 

Dgan and E l o i s  Teno labored d i l i g e n t l y  t r an-  

ibing t he  o r i g i n a l  taped in terviews and typing 

p t .  This  i s  t h e i r  e f f o r t  a s  
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:h I had 

i t u t i o n  

Good Hava 

f u l l y  

p iec  

i l l a n  

~llur;l~ luck 

t i o n  with 

kme ol 

l iver  z 

the  

t o  Tomas 

! cab 3 not 

dt stopped a t  a l a rge  i n s t i t u -  

rn bui ld ings ,  many s t i l l  i n  the  

not  - 

. . 
Sur 

,,,, . I reached o u t  the wlnaow and 

been to ld .  an u n o f f i c i a l l y  approved as, I 

1 v i s i t o r s  i n  t h i s  revolu- red f c  allow 

: land 

,, ,n tersect ions  the  cab driver would ask 

s t r i a n s  f o r  help. A t  one point ,  seeing the  

r e a r  view mirror ,  he stopped r i g h t  

aale of the  s t r e e t ,  got :out and showed 

Leo and Eleanor Brophy and I them 

excnangea ; h t l y  nervous smiles.  Which would 

e  arr . f o r ,  blocking t r a f f i c  on a main 

highway, o r  attempting t o  reclaim i n  t h e  name .; 

o f  S t .  Augustine a un ive r s i t y  d o s e d  by Castro 
+ 



some e ightean years before? 

l!he cab d r i v e r ,  smiling f o r  t h e  f i rs t  time, 

jumped back i n t o  t he  ca r ,  turned and said liUni- 
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3 the  I had. see 

College : I1Tolle l ege ,  

t h e  s a in t ed  Augustine. 

do< 

Bisca 

?, " tl 

open 

r d s  o 

chain 

ansformea i n t o  a s t o r a g e  

?t high, b twent l o c k i  i l e d  Ice s vr~ 

tht 

-Y1-1 
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hand s a rd  wi th  a ome E 
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and. again  American 



GUS f rom brle  : 

c onf I 

at  Biscayr 

back when 

i l y  a ple w know 

f e l t  nos t a lg i a  i n  a neve' d , 
f o r  it was f u l l  of l t u n ~ ~ i a r  nymoo~s ana gnosts.  

'n 

1 had been on t he  r a c u l t y  here,  

'57 Chevrolets were gleaming 

 as f .  with s tuden ts  

a r u  l a u u  I,J  stead u l  mch ine  p a r t s  and canned 

I expu 

llanu 

The Augustinians of Phi ladelphia  had come 

t o  Cuba severa l  decades e a r l i e r .  The s t o r y  of 

~ l s i o r  

new col leg  

Leva I 

reverz 

I i n  May o f  1961 , the  re-grouping 

~ r i e s t s  and laymen i n  M i a m i  over 

1 1  months, and the  founding of a 

the  very f a l l  of  the  year  of t h e i r  

exile--thab a w r y  of b i t t e r  disappointment, a r r e s t ,  

c rue l t y ,  f ~m, and r e b i r t h  was one worth t e l l i n g .  

We explored the  campus with our cameras, 

grade 

no t ing  t h a t  now it  appeared t o  be used as a 

school. A middle aged woman surrounded by 

uniformed g i r l s  heatedly inquired  why we were 



h i n c  

d Friday 1 

a r l v e r  and 1.t - - , 

If Por 

But 

ani skk 

agni  n she 

que us ted  e s t z  

our Lhoughts WE- - 

t o o  

... A m h wc ~lmtioned t o  our  



.r)a and the  unap- u s ~ a n l a n s  

V i l l  

I n  ~u 

anuev 

xnere might h8 

ide t: lmet t  Great 

i n  any ca,se, oi was founde 

and s t a f f e d  by 

o Cub a, som 

is- 

land t i f u l  I eye beau' human has 

ever seen,  

an Au, The f w L t ; ~ ~ ~ c  ucu ~ l t :  bllapel 

.r and 

4 

t he  Aguia 

t he  beginning of 

joined some time were 

in ian  t he  Provin 

C a s t i l l e  i l l  d u a l u .  I n  1899, a t  the  c o n ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - o n  

ican War, the  Bishop. of 

la felt the need f o r  American p r i e s t s  t o  

care f o r  t h e  soldiers of the American A r m y  o f  

ius,  Fr. W i l l i a m  Jones became the  

first American Augustinian i n  Cuba, assigned t o  



that o r i g i n a l  early-1 7 th  century mission. 

Twenty-seven years  l a t e r  a swarthy l i t t l e  
t, 

I t a l i a n  who came t o  be known as "the bandit" ,  

and who many would come t o  regard as a s a i n t ,  
%I 

waited impat ien t ly  at the  dock a t  Key West, 

Flor ida .  Lorenzo Spi ra le  was 44. He was an 

~ u ~ u s t i n i a n  from the  Villanova Province. He had 

been born i n  a l i t t l e  mountain town of the  

Abruzzi region of southern Italy and a s  a young 

man worked as a s t r e e t  sweeper i n  Philadelphia.  

He vmuld d i e  & i l e  l i v i n g  i n  a small house i n  

Opa Locka t w o  blocks from Biscayne College. 

The boarding c a l l  f o r  the  S.S. Cuba came at  

last ,  and Father Sp i ra le ,  mid-way through h i s  

remarltable l i f e  , bounded up the  gang-plank, 

f i l l e d  with enthusiasm f o r  his new assignment ' i n  



Pedro Diaz-Madestre i n  

Comme 

two 0 

t o r y  . 
some 

-8 high school education i n  

n l t e a  s taTes and then enro l led  adt the  School 

d ic in  [n the  following years  

r c i a l  

Havar 

~ l l e g e  i n  July.  Born i n  

rork as a E grapher, s tudy engineer- 

' i na l l y  get -.-. ~dvanced  degree i n  

~nce .  He came t o  Biscayne i n  1964 

as become a c rea tu re  of legend, one of the  

r th ree  grand old men i n  the co l l ege ' s  h i s -  

Outside h i s  o f f i c e  window we could see 

men d-riving s takes  t o  mark o f f  the  new 

l i b r a r y .  He puffed on an H. Upman #4 c i g a r  as 

he t o l d  us  o f  h i s  assoc ia t ion  with Fr. Sp i ra le  

and Villanueva Univers i ty  : 

P.D. Villanueva Univers i ty  was founded i n  

r+i 1946 and I was i n v i t e d  t o  jo in  the  f acu l ty .  

A t  the  t ime, I was A s s i s t a n t  Professor  o f  

the  Universi ty of Havana and t h i s  was t o  be 

teaching at n ight  i n  the  evening school. 

And I accepted, but unfor tunate ly  I d id  not 
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sy he d id  i n g  the  co 

want t o  h ~ d ~  ~ I L V  ~ 1 1 1  

aning what 

POD 

ane 

S,  nc 

t h a t  

VeLL, the  

come around 

and tood besid 

1 a w ; v e r -  anu   hen e l - - -  '- 

.s prc 

n e  collection and t he  

ook 0 l e t  and s t a r t e d  looking 1 aw; 

and Father  Sp r a i s e d  h i s  har: L put  

i t  i n  t h i s  ~ ~ W V C L -  s wa l l e t  and pul led  out a 

r b i l  1 and ac tu  put i 

t he  collc n. And of course t h  

la t ,  but  lawyer u; o  give $5 o r  $10, li 

$1 00 wou: u a l l y  be h is.. . I was 

 surprise^ a l r u  b ~ r  t he  mass, Fatner  Sp i ra le  

came t o  see him and t o l d  him, "Now look, 

I ' m  going t o  r e t u r n  t h e  $100 . But 

the  lawyer, he was so e m b a r r a ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  said "No, 



I". Rdward J. McCarthy, the  founding pres iden t  

of  Biscayne College, t a l k e d  wi th  u s  i n  a room of 
8 

t he  Villanova Univers i ty  l i b r a r y .  I t  was l a t e  

af ternoon of a day i n  June i n  1981. A grey 

s q u i r r e l  played about on a limb of  an elm outside 

the  window. Occasionally,  our conversat ion was 

punctuated by t h e  sound o f  t h e  Pao l i  Local squeal-  

i ng  t o  a s t o p  at  t he  Villanova s t a t i o n .  / 

Pr .  McCarthy has had a d i s t ingu ished  ca reer .  

He war Vice-Rector o f  Villanueva when i t  was i 
I 

closed by t h e  revo lu t ionary  government. Days 

l a t e r  he was appointed p res iden t  o f  the  soon-to-be I 
founded Biscayne. Later  hc 

I 

rve as pas to r  

of Resurrect ion Par i sh  i n  Dania, F lo r ida  and as 

Pres ident  o f  Villanova Univers i ty .  

'r, Mc 

was 

hat y 

sonal '  

e a r s  were you i n  

l y  from 1946 t o  
t, 

1947, t h a t  was t he  year  t h e  Univers i ty  

s t a r t e d ,  i n  I went, back i n  1953 and 

was t h e r e  ur 

e i g h t  m 

1961, with t h e  exception of 

; dur ing 1957 and 1958 when I was 



vvrlaL axe y o u r  memories of Fa the r  S p i r a l e ?  

i ra . le  when I know 

I - . , -  

.TST went t o  uuea ln I YW. 1 r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  know 

;ha t ,  I had seen him but  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  

ced with him very  c l o s e l y  t h a t  

vea r  and the11 again from 1953 u n t i l  1961. And then  

l i v e d  with him when we s t a r t e d  Biscayne f o r  four 

y e a r s  u n t i l  he d ied  i n  1965. IJe was a, most 

rerna,rka.ble man because he ca,me Prom a ba,ckground. 

t o  reach  t h e  priesthood. t h a t  would be a'lmost a. 

mirac le ,  t he  f a c t  t h a t  a: man could. become a. priest 

with  t h e  background h.e came from. H e  loved 

l t a , l y  and came t o  the  United Sta. tes a t  th.e age 

o f  twenty one. He came t o  Phi la .delphia ,  he 

became employed and immediately went t o  n i g h t  

a school ,  t h i s  i s  where he r e a l l y  began t o  g e t  

some educat ion.  31e was going t o  n i g h t  school 
r 

a.s an a d u l t  i n  t h e  pub l i c  schools  of Philadelphia, .  

And then  he g o t  a  job as a s a c r i s t a n - j a n i t o r  I 

t h i n k  a.t S t . R i t a V s  P a r i s h  which i s  a p a r i s h  which wc 



happen t o  have i n  South P h i ~ a u e l ~ h i a .  which w a s  

e s t ab l i shed  i n  about ears' 

t o  take cl a1 

I L al i ark LIIIIIIL gran 

r s  

g o t  i n t e r e s .  

then1 m d  decided 

And t~ l t=r - t :  he manife 

high orde i n t e l  e p r i  
I * .  

e s t s  Ice a 

ted i I and 

---La 2 

t e r e s t e a  I 

p r i e s t .  

zbout o f  V 

aPn71+ +'iTrn yea r s  a f t e r  he came t o  t h e  country 

Ar ge when he 

whic e out  

then about 

s t a r t e d  h i s  seminary program ar was orda i  

in aboi.4- I n . ' L  T e t  t he  exbut, year. And then 

ned 

I U )  I 

rved aga: lat same pa r i sh  i n  

ca re  o f  I t a l i a n  peo 

dl-n arlu L r r e I l  111  1926 was sen t  t o  C -- - - -- 

e C r i  

1 1 1  

rked , 

a tnen went t o  Rome f o r  about 

General which i s  i n  charge of come 

t t  

' I Cuba and 

t h e  0 and 338 came b ack 
. - ave i was t h e r e  naa - 

most 3 Pas- f t he  

P a r i s h  o f  :> p s t ; i n e  i n  Havana h e  d i d  n o t  



.s a c t i v i t i  t p a r i sh  nor  t o  

oundar ies  of t h a t  pa r l sn  but  e s tab l i shed  

t R i t a  1, es t  ~ i v e r s i t y ,  , and 

e s t ab l i shed  t he  c l i n i c  o f  San Lorenzo. The man 

was r e a l l y  

.d mar 

mazing dynamo of energy and he was 

I .  When we l e f t  Cuba h e  was approxi- 

mately 77, so t h a t  he w a s  quickly becoming an 

ian a t  t h a t  time and he preached a,t t h r ee  

I I I ~ S S ~ S  at t h a t  time and very few p r i e s t s  who are  

a l o t  younger than tha.t would be able t o  do it 

and d 

- 
lo it Sunday a f t e r  Sund-ay i n  a fo r e ign  

language. So theat 's j u s t  something t h a t ' s  in-  

d i c a t i v e  o f  t he  energy t h a t  the  man had. 

&. What was h i s  technique f o r  fund r a i s i n g ?  

Fr,M, It  was i n  a sense a ve ry  simple one. 

H e  j u s t  went around t o  people t h a t  had some 

money, some of them may have been very  r i c h  and 

g some j u s t  middle c l a s s  but with some he would 

j u s t  ge t  smaller donat ions,  then he would t e l l  

them what he had. i n  mind, what he w a s  going t o  

do and he needed t h e i r  he lp  and he  P e l t  they 

had an ob l iga t ion  t o  Cuba t o  d.o this because t h i s  



16 
I 

I 

j 
I 

was what was l a c k i n g  i n  Cuba and t h i s  was what 

they needed. They needed churches,  t h e y  needed 
I 
I 

1 6  

schoo l s ,  t h e y  needed t h i s  medical  c l i n i c  t o  t a k e  
1 

i 

c a r e  of poor people i n  t h e  very poor d i s t r i c t .  !- 
Ile was v e r y  s imple b u t  d i r e c t  and he s o l d  t h e  I 
id .eas  and I t h i n k  ano the r  t h i n g  was obvious was 

t h a t  t h i s  was non-pro f i t ,  he wan n o t  seeking 
! 

anything f o r  h imse l f .  H e  r e v e r  v e r y  i n t e r -  

e s t e d  i n  a.nything money co~ , ,  ~ u y ,  l i k e  c a r s ,  
I 

c l o t h i n g ,  o r  anything of  that n a t u r e  t h a t  you 

might use money f o r .  I t  was quite obvious t h a t  

t h i s  d i d n t  i n t e r e s t  him and I t h i n k  t h a t  com- 

b i n a t i o n  o f  h i s  s i n c e r i t y  and l a c k  of  p e r s o n a l  

ga in  and the  f a c t  t h a t  he went a f t e r  t h i n g s  

that were obvious ly  needed, t h a t  he g o t  t h e  

support of  t h e  people.  

Q e  Ile was known t o  be a ma1  
i. 

c o n s i d e r a b l e  

p e r s i s t e n c e ?  

Fr.Me IIe had a t h i c k  skin and i f  you t r i e d  t o  

pex*sona.lly avoid m1t him t1 i d n  t I 
bother  him ve ry  m 

h i s  d 

ne s t  example oi o r y  h e  



s maen LO ge t  t= bill. 

new i the  t and l ' t  

he t o ld  the  

t .F ro  Sp i ra le  was 

m and man k 

him a 

wasn ' t the 

wan- 

secre  tar: 

d tha .t the 

' ice i 

lr the 

only one door s o f f  

! man 

t o  ge t  01 had t o  ge t  door s o  he 

,LAb , ecre tary ,  !'I w i l l  j u s t  w a i t  

s a id  l i k e ,  

V 

somet she s i n ,  

sure n not ome i 

n a long way from my o f f i  

tnd he s a id ,  

d I dont t have 

here.  j u s t  

le d i d  and he stayed +I-,-- about t h r ee  

1 f i n :  come ou t ,  It 

repu- 

a l l y  t he  ml 

was 

t a t i u n ,  and  *he - c l u e  v v ~ s i  nanalao. 

t he  3u ac tua l l ;  

? plar own o' 

What were h i s  fee l ings .  I ' m  sure he must 



have been 

Pr,M. We 

1 

bui 1 t 

U n i v e r ~ ~ -  LY 

word ure , 

t h e  b u i l -  

down 30 bu- 

1 .. 
t now i t ' s  a l l  t h e  I 

You sea r.np Dnrrernment had. taken 07 

Ti 

and a 

t h e  e hay 

of  t h i s  goverr 

i11n-t- +n g n n r \ - r r  rl 

lment , 
r n i i  i 

, t h e  Cast: vern-  

vu. ~n o t h e r  W ~ L U ~  V U  C A I 1  

yance siss f ranged 

f o r  tl 

on t h e  LJl 

I 

e 
I!! 

bout 56 Am( 

A. 

f l ew 

U 

from t h a t  t h e  ove r  

3 , m .  z 

K - ~ u ~ I ,  --- J U S ~ S  wi th  ,..,,, 3 ou t  

7e f r o n t  a t h e  ( mats 

and wl I I n t o  tne a i r p o r t  ahn1lt 

qeady t o  l e a v e  was I 

they 

, . - A  there  u n t i ?  % * [ ) (  



LO reason  a,t a l l  a,s f a r  as I could see--ju.st t o  

)e  annoying artd probably hold- up t h i s  American 

)ladnee But while  we were j u s t  s i t t i n g  t h e r e  

. b T r .  S p i r a l e  said. t o  me, "This i s  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  

o f  eve ry th ing  I have d-one a l l  my l i f e ,  s o  now 

? sn ' t armour anything,  i t ' s  a l l  gone. 

~n.d t h e r e  wasa  l a d y  t h e r e  wi th  a couple of firnall 

: h i l d r e n  and she overheard him and she s a i d ,  

?re Spira. le,  every th ing  i s  w r i t t e n  i n  

heaven and you d o n ' t  ha.ve t o  worry. 1Vha.t you , 

1 4 have done he re  i s  w r i t t e n  i n  Ilea.venaU I thought  
i 

I tha , t  was a very n i c e  t h i n g  f o r  h e r  t o  say t o  a 

i maa who was so discoura.ged. 

Marta Gut i e r rez  h a s  a s s i s t e d  i n  t h e  i3isca.yne College 
i 
1 l i b r a r y  since Janua.ry o f  1963. She was working i n  

I the  Student A c t i v i t i e s  Office at  Vil lanueva when t h e  
3 

I end came. A t  g r ea t  p e r i l  t o  h e r  own pe r sona l  s a f e t y  
I 

u '  
I she helped t o  ge t  many of  t h e  f a c u l t y  at, Vil lanueva 
1 

onto p lanes  f o r  Plia.mi. 



2 0  

&. Marta, what happened a f t e r  Castro came t o  

power? 

M.C. The first t h i n g  Castro d i d  when he took 

over was invoke Law 11. Castro c a l l e d  our s t u -  

den t s  ikninos r i c o s  It, meaning t h a t  t he  u n i v e r s i t y  

was f o r  t h e  r i c h .  They said Fr. Kelly was a 

f r i e n d  of t he  government of Batista and put i t  

i n  t he  newspapers. They put  a goat  out  i n  the  

s t r e e t  and s a i d  t h a t  it was t h e  symbol of  Fr. 

Kelly. They wanted the  keys t o  t he  s tudent  

f i l e s  but  Fr. Kel ly  wouldn't g ive  them t h e  keys. 

Af t e r  two days h e  l e f t  Cuba, then i n  a month he 

came back. One part o f  Law 11 was t h a t  the  

Rector had. t o  be i n  Cuba o r  married t o  a 

Cuban. Fr. McCartny was t h e  supe r io r  and he 

t o l d  everybody at  t h e  t a b l e  at lunch time "We 

a have a b ig  problem now, we have t o  g e t  married. It 

And t h e r e  was one old  l ady  named Mrs. Maestre, 

she was i n  he r  s even t i e s ,  and even though she 

had a degree she was always r e g i s t e r i n g  f o r  
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courses,  and Fr.  McCarthy sa id  "Give me Mrs. 

Maestre." And I got one priest--he was very fa t ,  

a I won't t e l l  you h i s  name. 

When did  the col lege  c lose?  

M . G o  The very day o f  the  invasion of the Bay 

of Pigs. Apr i l  17. Pr. Kelly t o l d  everyone t o  

go home. They were bombing i n  Marianao...The 

br idges  were closed.. Fr. Kelly to ld  everybody 

t o  go home at  about 11 a.m. We knew then t h a t  

the re  was an invasion o f  Cuba. On f9a.y 12  the  

government ca l l ed  a l l  the  t eachers  and employees 

together  and said. we could continue a t  Villanueva 

because everything would be the  same, but the  

next day everybody resigned. A t  the  same time 

they put t he  p r i e s t s  i n  t he  auditorium--about 

C f i f t e e n  s o l d i e r s  came and put the  p r i e s t s  i n  the  

auditorium. 
u 

& l When did  you last  see the  col lege?  

M . G e  The last  day I saw the  col lege  was May 15. 



&. It must have been very sad.. 

M .G. Yes, when we re turned t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  

we found everything on t he  f l o o r .  I n  my c a b i n e t s  

were a l l  the  p i c t u r e s  from t h e  newspapers and 

yearbooks--all the  p i c t u r e s  were on t h e  f l o o r .  

A l l  t h e  money I had i n  the  Student A c t i v i t i e s  

Office was gone--they went through a l l  t h e  o f f i c e s  

l i k e  t h a t .  

Fr. McCarthy desc r ibe s  the  las t  hours of the  u n i v e r s i t y ,  

beginning wi th  t he  f a i l u r e  of the  invasion a t  t h e  Bay 

of Pigs. 

% r . M .  When we had word o f  t h e  invas ion  we knew 

i t  would be a success  o r  a f a i l u r e ,  and i f  i t  

f a i l e d  we would be c losed,  and i n  the  af ternoon 

of - that  day, I t h ink  about 4:00 p.m., some militia 

men came and t o l d  u s  they  were t ak ing  t h e  univer-  a 

s i t y  over and they put u s  i n  custody. They also 
w 

had picked up a l o t  of o the r  people t h a t  were on 

the  i s l a n d ,  I t h ink  a q u a r t e r  o f  a m i l l i o n  al- 

toge ther  over t h e  i s l and ,  and put  them i n t o  a 

jail they rnade up temporar i ly  - some were houses 
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schools ,  where you would t each  something l i k e  

automobile mechanics o r  something of  t h a t  na tu re ,  I i - 
I 

I 

were talten over by t h e  S t a t e .  Bor t he  f irst  f 

I 

Ir 

six t o  e i g h t  months we weren't  su re  t h a t  Cast ro  

would. succeed. But when his success was assured 

you knew t h a t  i t  was only  a ques t ion of time 

before we would be e l iminated ,  

James O I M a i l i a  i s  t h e  s e n i o r  member o f  the  p resen t  

f a c u l t y ,  having come t o  Biscayne i n  1963. I n  a 1972 

yearbook ded ica t ion  a s tuden t  described him a l t e r n a t e l y  

as a "refugee from the  Borscht Belt,I1 an "Opa-Locka 

happening, ,a ltpurveyor of the  buck and wingf1 and a 

" M r .  Bo jangles come t o  South Florida.I1 He served i n  

Ice land and France dur ing  t h e  Second World War and 

s tud ied  i n  Peru before moving t o  Havana and jo in ing 

t he  Villanueva f a c u l t y  i n  1955. IIe agreed - ieet 

Expr 

with us i n  a bar  ne s t l ed  i n  t he  B i g  Bend. o I 

Pal I a swel te r  aye . l i a t s  

e x p e ~ - ~ e ~ l l ; c :  w w  a ~ ~ d ~ - ~ - ~ \ * l i n g  one. ln iA  ^rdereu ,,,I and 

t o n i c s  and he reme ?d t h e  knoc t he  door t h e  

e a r l y  morning 



2 7  ..' 

About mid-night I heard a pounding on my 

r. 1 went t o  answer it and the re  was an o f f i -  

cer  

h 2 d  

and t h r ee  

t.n 

m i l i t i a  men. They t o ld  me they 
B ,.-- orde-, v v  search my house, so I sa id  t o  them 

"Come i n  gentlemen, be my guest." They proceeded. 

t o  t e a r  my house apa r t ,  th.ey threw a l l  my books 

and 

f o r  

Two 

papers on the  f l o o r  and continued. t o  search 

about an hour. They found nothing and l e f t .  

o r  t h r ee  hours l a t e r  a second group came, 

t h i s  time th ree  men i n  c i v i l i a n  c lo thes  with 

machine guns. One of them s a i d .  t o  me "We have 

orders  t o  search your house." I s a id ,  Ifas you 

can see it has already been searched..ff "Wellf1, 

I he r ep l i ed ,  " in  t h a t  case w e  have orders  t o  
I 

I 

! a r r e s t  you." 

I 

I went with them, picking up my s p o r t s  coat  as , 
h 

1 .  an after-thought--which turned. out t o  be the  

i smartest  t h ing  I ever d i d  i n  my l i f e .  Tha.t 

coat  was t o  become my blanket  f o r  t h e  next 



several  weeks. They took me t o  a grea t  mansion 

which had been conver ted  i n t o  General  I Ieadquarters  

f o r  t h e  revol .ut ion.  Deposi t  le, t h e y  s; 

I1IIold him, w e ' l l  be back w i t 1 1   MI^ evidence L C W C L .  

I could just  s e e  them backing up a t r ~  

mschine guns. They threw me 

b e a u t i f u l  marble f l o o r s  t h a t  U V ~ ~  one ~ r u ~ l u r e d  a 

twenty of u s  s l e p t  'o r  -th reeks, excl 

f o r  one l i t t l e  o l d  who E i n  t h e   sin^ in 

e people sharing t h e  r o o  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  One 

3s whi I had with me was Bishop Pere z Ser save 

C a s t r o t s  l i f e  on two c i i f f e r e n t  occas ions ,  

On the th i rd .  o f  May they  moved a l l  of  u s  t o  L a  

Cabana 13 by t h e  Nor 1 the:  

was put  i n  "Ga le r i a  1 1  ." The i t h  me was 

Dean of t h e  School o f  A r c h i t e w u r e  o f  Villarluev 

t he  Dean o f  tl hool  pani s 

August inian,  rmd I l radley o r  the Schoo 

t h e  f l o o r  o f  1,: ana  3 Cab Economics, I 
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names 

hppn 
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P.11. I was appointed a t t o r n e y  p a r e n t i s  ( f o r  

%he pa ren t )  f o r  t he  Univers i ty  of Villanueva i n  

Pennsylvania, t o  a c t u a l l y  sign the  con f i s ca t i on  
I 

! 
papers which I d.id under p r o t e s t ,  and t h a t  of 4 

course was a w r i t t e n  document. 

& . I know i t  must have a f f ec t ed  you, having 

t o  be t h e  one t o  s ign  t h e  papers  giving t h a t  over? 

P.D. Well of course,  you w i l l  never know how 

much. The American, f o r  ins tance ,  cannot under- 

stand what it i s  l i k e .  You cannot un l e s s  you have 

l i v e d  through it. We d id  not  a c t u a l l y  understand 

i t  before.  You know when t h i n g s  happened l i k e  I 
1 

I 
i n  Russia o r  i n  Czechoslovakia o r  Hungary, we I 

d i d n ' t  pay much a t t e n t i o n ,  we Cubans, because we 

hadn ' t  l i ved  through t h a t ,  and i n  o rder  t o  be 

ab le  t o  make an a p p r a i s a l  of what type o f  t y r -  

anny i t  i s  you have t o  l i v e  through it. 
'I' 

9. It must have been d i f f i c u l t  t o  leave 4 

Cuba a f t e r  a l l  those  years? 



Y .U 

Nev 

n n I never  thought I ' d  l eave  Cuba a c t u a l l y .  

e r  thought I would have t o .  I s e n t  a l l  my 

f a m i l y  over  here  and I s tayed  a lone  i n  Cuba. 

But t h e r e  came a t ime a f t e r ,  you know Giron? 

You know about Giron? - t h e  Cochinos as they  c a l l  

it. The Bay of P igs  as t h e y  c a l l  i t?  The word 
# 

came from r e l i a b l e  sources  t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  

was no t  going t o  do anything about it. Now I 

I 
I expected t h e  United S t a t e s  t o  a c t u a l l y  throw 

out  t h e  government. It was simply inconceivable  1 
I 

I t h a t  t he  United S t a t e s ,  w i th  t h e  Monroe Doctr ine 

1 s t i l l  i n  e x i s t e n c e  as far as we knew, would al low 

some f o r e i g n  power t o  come and t ake  over i n  Cuba. 

1 And t h a t  was e x a c t l y  what happened. So when t h e  

word came t h a t  t h a t  was e x a c t l y  what t h e  p o l i c y  

was going t o  be I s a i d  "Then why should I s t a y  
I 

f 
I 

I 
I h e r e ?  I ' m  no t  going t o  s t a y  here  and r o t  here ."  

So I l e f t .  
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wi th  t h e  Bishop o f  M i a m i  who wanted u s  t o  start 
l 

a c o l l e g e  f o r  men t h e r e ,  and t h a t  t h e  d e f i n a t o r y  

had decid.ed t o  accep t  his i n v i t a t i o n  and that 

I would be t h e  first p r e s i d e n t .  So t h a t i s  T 

how l o n g  I was o u t  o f  a job, from the  time I 

g o t  on the  p lane  i n  Havana u n t i l  I got  t o  t h e  

h o t e l  i n  Miami, 

So t h e  arrangement that was made was that f i f t y  

acres of t h e  l a n d  t h a t  Biscayne i s  now on would 

be given t o  u s  and. w i th  an  o p t i o n  t o  buy ano the r  

f i f t y  a c r e s  o f  t h a t  p l o t  a i c h  we l a t e r  d i d ,  
I I 

and t h e r e  was a l s o  a dona t ion  which he had obta ined  I 

which par - t i ia l ly  pa id  f o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g  

which was a dona t ion  from M r s .  McCahill--she 
* 

gave us  a dona t ion  of  $500,000 d o l l a r s  toward 

t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  Mary 

Iiall . 
What does  Mary Kennedy mean? 

Kennedy 



Mary Kennedy was the  name she chose f o r  

ing--that was a  pen name. Some time i n  

ca ree r  she had done some wr i t ing  and she 

wrote und.er the  name of ?Gary Kennedy. : 

So with t h a t  we began. I was sent  down there  

f i r s t  and a r r ived  a t  the  end of July.  I remember 

it was the  31st o f  Ju ly  1961. And of course we 

had nothing. We d i d n ' t  have a place t o  l i v e  o r  

a f a c u l t y  o r  a  char te r .  So the  bishop put me i n  

a pa r i sh  i n  North M i a m i ,  Holy Family par i sh ,  

and I l i v e d  t he re  f o r  about a  month. I n  the  

meantime I looked around and bought a house up 

around 183rd S t r e e t  i n  Caro l  City.  Then Father 

Sulliva,n came down about a  month a f t e r  I was 

the re ,  and then Father Spr ia le  came down somewhat 

l a t e r ,  And so the  th ree  o f  u s  lived. i n  t h i s  

1 house around 183rd S t r e e t  and we went about the  

business o f  g e t t i n g  the  col lege  s t a r t e d ,  The 

bishop wanted the col lege  s t a r t e d  t h a t  year and 

I t o l d  him that was completely impossible. I 



, 

wanted t o  hold o f f  :For two years  and open i n  

1363 but  he wouldn't s tand f o r  t h a t ,  so we 

compromised on t h e  t a r g e t  da t e  of September o f  

1962. 

The f i rs t  t h i n g  we had t o  do was t o  g e t  an a t t o r n e y ,  

So on t h e  recommendation o f  bishop, we go t ,  - 
he I s  a judge now, - Jud.ge Atkins,  Clyde Atkins,  

and w i t h  him doing the  l e g a l  p a r t  we got  a c h a r t e r  

from t h e  S t a t e  of F lor ida ,  which was t h e  f irst  

t h i n g  t h a t  had t o  be done. Then I got  an a rch i -  

t e c t  who I picked out  because I had seen some 

t h i n g s  h e  had done, Tom Madden, and hl 

t h e  Kennedy bui ld ing,  t h e  classroom bui ld ing ,  

8. Could you descr ibe  what the  campus ~ ~ ~ k e d  

t h a t  t ime? 

Fr.M. Yes, it was very  much of a dump. An 

unoccupied piece of land. There were no bu i ld ings  

on i t  a t  a l l .  Pace High Scl was not  t h e r e  

and the  school f o r  re ta rded  ch i ld r en  was not  t h  
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.erwise we would have had. +n qui te  a b i t  t o  



Also some o the r  people helped u s  g r e a t l y ,  one o f  
I 

them was the  banlter Leonard Usinn who loaned  u s  

nioney at a very favorab le  i n t e r e s t  t o  ge I; u:; 

s tar ted- .  And then i n  September of 1962, when 

we s t a r t e d ,  was t h e  first - we had a r e a l  

?was sent thesf community o f  p r i e s t s .  

and Fr. Bresnaham and Fr.  Seymour, s o  the  house 
i 

we had on 183rd S t r e e t  was equate,  Fr ,  

e  community and h e  Su l l ivan  was t he  super io r  I 

ren ted  two houses on 164th e t  which was a 

couple  of  b locks  from t h e  col lege and we l i v e d  

t he re  f o r  about a year  and a h a l f .  

9 Who was your f i rs t  oyee at Riscayne? 

l?r. M. Adrienne Roberson. When we were l i v ing  

ust F 

A n - i n  r a l e  and mysell ,  vv, were u,,lL 

ge t  s 0 

t s t u  Pe tr; 

I we: 

Ye w e 1  

1 and 

h i g h  schools h a t ,  

* 



d i d n ' t  have enough money t o  employ a fu l l - t ime 

nnn and we d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  have enough work e i t h e r .  

rerson working say four  hours a  day could 

h,md.le our s e c r e t a r i a l  work. I th ink i t  was 

Fr. Sul l ivan who met Adrienne. I d.ontt  know a l l  

the  d e t a i l s  of how he happened t o  meet her .  It  

worked well  both ways, because she was looking 
I 
I 
1 , f o r  a part-time job, she wanted t o  be a t  home 
I 

i n  t h e  afternoon when her  ch i ld ren  would get 

home from high school and so  fo r th .  

I 
I Adrienne Roberson, now a sec re t a ry  f o r  the  Ass is tant  

Business Manager of the  col lege ,  suppl ies  some de- 

tails : 

&. Adrienne can you t e l l  me how you happen- 

ed t o  become the  f irst  employee of Biscayne College? 

> A.R. I was dr iv ing  by the  Palmetto and saw 

a s ign  on the  corner  o f  32nd avenue s t a t i n g  that 

t he re  was going t o  be a new Catholic col lege  

- 



4 0 

I 

opening t o  be run by t he  Augustinian Fathers from 

I~ennsg lvan ia .  I d.ecided. that I woul-d l i k e ,  a1 

  even teen years o f  being a ewife f ind  

par-t-time job. So I c a l l e ~  - - - -  I l i o c a ~ a  uf Mi: 
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co l l ege  
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iumbe: 

- 1 1 n  n' 

r and lone r 

was j u s t  a house ,, ,n 189 ,.. , ,reet,  ana I ta lked 

t o  P a t h  why dc 

send i n  i ; ~  L-t: lhat I 

worked l o r  1 j u s t  

sa id  

no t  : had 

wmtr ?d sor 

and tI 

t h e  syplng  I w a s  s u r e  .U a l ~ * i  ght  , Ilt: 

i and t e r  \ni I dic t o l d  me him 

phone gave him my 



and Pahher McCarthy and Fa the r  Su l l ivan  came l 

over t o  my home t o  in te rv iew me. 

Did you. l i v e  i n  Carol Ci ty  at -that t ime? 
I 

. . Yes, I d. id ,  and. they  t o l d  me 3% t h e  time 

t h a t  they  would. be over  i n  say  a h a l f  h.our. So 

a t  t h e  time I was washing wind-ows and rushed and 

my mother s a i d  "You a r e  doing something that 

your husband might no t  l i k e ,  he doesn ' t  want you 

working." They came over wi th in  t h e  hour. I 

showered and got cleaned up a.s fast  as I could 
! 

and they came i n  and talked. t o  me a t  my home 

and t o l d  me t h a t  they  would l i k e  t o  have me work 

1 f o r  them. I s t a r t e d  t h e  fo l lowing Monday. 

1 &. Wasn't t h e r e  some s t o r y  you t o l d  me 

about how they  go t  l o s t ?  

A.R. Yes, I kep t  watching f o r  two p r i e s t s  t o  
I 

I 

i come d o n g  and I happened. t o  see a c a r  on t h e  
'1 
1 o t h e r  s i d e  of the canal. and both the  F a t h e r s ,  I 

could see they were Fathers, t hey  had t h e i r  b lack  



s u i t s  on, and I hb l l e r ed  ac ros s  the  canal  t o  

t e l l  them t o  go away down t o  t h e  end and then t o  

come back a i d  t hey  would get  on my s ide  o f  the  

canal .  They were both  very  sweet, but  I thought 

what was I going t o  tell my husband, he w i l l  

probably not  l i k e  t h e  idea.  

9. Now t h i s  would be the  end o f  1961? 

A.R. This  was around January 6 o f  1962, and 

I s t ruggled a long wi th  my shorthand f o r  awhile . 

but  soon gained speed wi th  Father  Su l l i van  keeping 

a f t e r  me, d i c t a t i n g  t o  m e  and saying "Read i t  

back." And I f i n a l l y  conquered it and got  it 

back' t o  the r i g h t  speed. Father  Edward McCarthy 

was t h e  Pres ident  and Father  Ko Su l l i van  was 

the  Vice-President and Academic i. A t  t h a t  

time there  was j u s t  t he  two of them. 

&. T h i s  o f f i c e  you were working 

i n  e f f e c t  the  co l l ege?  

I - b  was i n  t h e i r  li room, 

at 185th  St]  and it was j u s t  a r e  

of  was 

ived 



t h r ee  be s, two bathrooms, and i n  t h e i r  

l i v i n g  room I had a l i t t l e  corner  over near  the  

s l i d i n g  door, a l i t t l e  por table  typewri ter  and, 

t f s  how we s t a r t e d .  

w What was your impression of those two men? 

A.R. Well, Father  McCarthy i s  r a t h e r  a jov ia l  

going pers  a t h e r  Su l l ivan  a-t first .kind out 1 

of scared me with h i s  s t e r n ,  f i r m  l i t t l e  wa.y, 

but when he was l i k e  t h a t ,  he once i n  awhile 

would have a  l i t t l e  smile on h i s  face ,  never a 

b ig  one but a l i t t l e  one. And you knew then 

t h a t  he might have been kidding you. 

They were wonderful people t o  work f o r ,  because 

I learned. an awful 3.ot about everyth ing ,  a l l  

phases o f  the  College, s t a r t i n g  w i t h  admit t ing 

the  gtudents.  And our  first class came i n  a b o u t  

September of 1962 and we admi t ted  t h i r t y  th ree  

s tuden ts  and o u t  of the  t h i r t y  three ,  nine 

grad-uated.. So t h a t  i n  the  f irst  gradtlating c l a s s  



i n  May o f  1966 there  were nine  gradup+- who 

a l l  turned out  t o  be most 2 

the  1 membe 'r bac ning 
L 

some o f  Lrle first th ings  you nad t o  -type-c 

What were your  e a r l y  ass igr  3 i n  those first tment s 

s t  th ing  1 ttypcA 

5 f o r  

11.K. 

was so r 

e fir 

ter n 

r t h e  

nteen 

t h o u g h t ,  vu. 

game m e  
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t h a t  h i s ,  

used t o  

s c h o o l s  

t o  t he  l o  

0- - 

a l l y  

d i d  t Yes, they actu x r u i -  

; t l e  chores arol  And one t i m e  they were und 

the  house and I r( r Father  LSulliv ememb 

a o h i n g  machine and 

o f  the  C a t h o l i c  h i /  

had a 1: 



schools t o  interview some boys, and so he sa id ,  

"Adrienne, would you please take care o f  th.e 

dry. So I d id  mcmy th ings  along w i t h  my 

s e c r e t a r i a l  du t i e s .  

n Your were s o r t  of  a house mother as well? 

I did everything a n d  I enjoyed. every 

nfin m n  while,  Father McCarthy was enjoying t h e  s p l e n d i d  

r y  of pu t t i ng  a col lege  together ,  

&. And r e c r u i t i n g  s tuden ts?  

I"r.M. A t  the  beginning we were n o t  able t o  do 

t ha t .  We d i d n ' t  have the  resource a t  t he  be- 

ginning t o  r e c r u i t  so it was rnost1.y by word of 

mouth. But the  t h ing  t h a t  was the  most sur- 

p r i s i n g  on enrollment,  was t h a t  we got t h i r t y  
I 

four  stud.ents t h e  f i r s t  year.  These s tuden ts  

came t o  a col lege  t h a t  d . idnt t  e x i s t  and t h e y  
3 

were a l l  l o c a l ,  from the  Miami area. You jus t  

wonder j u s t  why d id  they  come b e c a u ~ e  we d i d n ' t  
, 



have a f i n i shed  bui ld ing,  they  d i d n ' t  know any- 

t h i n g  about our f a c u l t y ,  we d i d n ' t  have a f o u r  

year  program and we were j u s t  going t o  t e ach  

freshmen s u b j e c t s  and st i l l  we go t  t h i r t y  f o u r  

s tuden ts .  

&. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  what t h e  

Biscayne College budget was l i k e  i n  t h a t  f irst  

yea r?  

Fr.M, No, I don ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  f i m r e s  on it, 

but  it w a s  very,  very l im i t ed ,  I can t e l l  you 

t h a t .  I remember when we s t a r t e d  h i r i n g  f a c u l t y  

I remember D r .  Fledderman who came i n  math and had 

c r e d e n t i a l s  t h a t  looked very  good f o r  u s  when 

we were j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  bu i ld  a f a c u l t y  because 

he had a Ph.D. i n  Math. He had done a c t u a l  

research  which had been published i n  t h e  way of 

pos t  doc to ra l  research.  lle had taught  a t  a 

very repu tab le  school f o r  about twenty years ,  

which was l ~ o y o l a  i n  New Orleans, but wanted t o  

move i n t o  the  Flor ida  area .  So everything i n  



in terview N L u I I  hi was fav~r&uLa U L L ~ - L I  we 

ched low 

S o  I sa id  t o  where going t o  f 

him r e  i s  .., ""ag I: can compete with the  - 

havin t i n g  uld b e ge t  For 

twe: nty Y 

3 "No 

lw Orleans, '' So he 

rou t o ,  but t h a t  

come with blem 

.rrangnd - s a l a r y  avnd he accepted. 

f r a n  there  was 

n h i r i n g  t 

our budget 

were imi -bed 

i t  one time 

.t frc le nee 

h a  n 7 ? ~ e ~ t  maintenance f o r  exar nlrn v i n c i  

done no t  Ir i a l ,  was 

le t i n  had a 

0 th  f a c u ~ n v  2nd. o the r  employees, 

iest t ime,  ; the  And was t 

t didn't have any money. 

expecting some money a n d  

id well, 

t it we re ge l  



w i l l  be a b l e  t o  meet t he  pay ro l l  and i f  we don ' t  

we w o ~ l '  t. So t he  n i a i l  came i n  about 10:09 a.m. 

and there  was a checlc f o r  $10,000. So I c a l l e d  

a n d  I s a i d ,  t ake  t h i s  over  t o  t he  bank d e p o s i t  

i t  and then make out  t h e  checks and give them 

out .  And he s a i d  t h i s  i s  what I c a l l  brinkman- 

sh ip ,  because we met t h e  pay ro l l .  That w a n  t h e  , 

c l o s e s t  we came t o  missing t h e  payro l l .  So we 

always at l e a s t  met t h e  payro l l .  But i t  was 

very o f t e n  touch and go and t h a t  time it  was a 

mat ter  o f  hours ,  

&. Leo Brophy was one of  your f i r s t ?  

Fr.M. Yes, he was one of the  e a r l y  ones. He  

a l s o  was one we could g e t  because he had an 

income o t h e r  than t h a t ,  because he had worked 

as an h i s t o r i a n  f o r  t he  army f o r  a number o f  

years and had a government pension when he re -  

t i r e d .  IIad he not  had a pension, we could no t  

have h i r ed  him. 

&. So th ings  were o f t e n  tense i n  t h e  be- 

ginning? 



TL'. 

and 

had 

Mac 
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Yes, but  people h e l ~ e d  u s  a greaA dea l ,  

u ld  put among t .rst Clyde Atkins,  

nard Usina, Robert Mackle was very he lp fu l  

ause i n  t he  oonst ruct ion  of the  dormitor ies ,  

he r  Seymou ! I had t o  go t c  3,nta and I 

t o  go t he r e  alone sometimes and Robert 

k l e  went up severa l  t imes with me, t o  f l y  up 

t o  At lanta  and. I th ink t h i s  f a c i l . i t a t e d  u s  g e t t i n g  

these  loans  and g e t t i n g  t he  monies t h a t  we needed 

order  t o  b u i l d  these  dormitor ies  without 

wh.ich we would not  have continued, I t h ink  

a l s o  the  wi l l ingness  o f  f a c u l t y ,  the  people who 

came over Prom Cuba l i k e  Pedro D i a z  Maestre and 

Ra,ul Shelton, J i m  OtMailia and. e a r l y  f a c u l t y  

l i k e  yourse l f  and Fledd-erman and so f o r t h  t h a t  

we h i r e d  along the  way who worked- f o r  very small 
I 
I 

I s a l a r i e s  and t o  do what had. t o  be d.one. I n  

a other  words not  saying " I ' m  a nine hour a week 
i 

$ i  
m a n  and t h i s  i s  itTf o r  "I only teach ca lcu lus  

1 and I d.onT t teach  a l g e b r a  o r  trigonometry" o r  
I 



something, the  wil-lingness t o  do what had t o  be 

done. The coopera t ion  t h a t  we g o t  from everybody 

was r e a l l y  wha-t made t l  r s t  y poss ib le .  

Decause t o  j u s t  start xrom zero  was really 

something. I 've  o f t e n  thought when I f i rs t  

wen 
P. 

t dow ~d sat a lot 

ox junK on i t  ana nothing e l s e ,  1 saia t o  my- 

s e l f ,  pu t  a co l l ege  he re  ant h  very  l i m i t e d  

resources  and r l i t 1  . .TO it 

done was, I think, some so r -  

men-t--the f ac  1-t we g o t  : 

an acbvlllpli  sh- 

ine; a .t a l l  . was 

a miracle, 
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T n  xrre T i l e s  of the R e g i s t r a r  of Biscayne College 

r e  i s  perh m i n c h  given over  to those  f i r s t  

dua tes ,  t h e  Class o f  '66. There are  but  n ine  

d e r s ,  two of them more s i g n i f i c a n t  than  t h e  r e s t .  

t h e  two i s  a n o t a t i o n  : "Accepted, RMS, 3/22/62. 

mall b i t  of h i s t o r y  was made t h a t  day as Father 

e r t  Su l l ivan ,  t h e  Dean o f  the  new c o l l e g e ,  accepted. 

f i r s t  two s tuden t s ,  John Royle from Chris topher  

umbus High School and John Peck f rom Curl-ey High 

001. John Boyle i s  now a p a r t n e r  i n  t h e  l a w  firm 

Boyle, Boyle, and Boyle i n  M i a m i  and John Peck 

a tax a t t o r n e y  i n  Palo Al to ,  GI-aifornia.. They 

ked with u s  f o r  an hour o r  so one day last  June 

room 218 of Kennedy H a l l .  

Q. How d i d  you f i r s t  hea r  about Biscayne? 

J . R .  I went t o  Chris topher  Columbus High 
1 

School down i n  South M i a m i  and we were taught  

t h e r e  by t h e  Marist Brothers  so i n  my s e n i o r  
b 

y e a r  Fa ther  S u l l i v a n  and Fa the r  McCazthy from 



t h e  A u g ~ ~ s t i n i a n  o rder  came c and they  w 
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Whak were your imprefisions a f t e r  t h a t  

t n igh t  o f  Father  S u l l i v a n  and Father McCarthy? 

J u s t  t h a t  they looked very d ign i f i ed  and 
1 

naa a d i f f e r e n t  uniform than 4;h.e b ro thers  wore. 

Tha t ' s  r e a l l y  a l l  I can remember. 

&. You don ' t  r e c a l l  what  t h e i r  p i t ch  was 

t Biscayne? 

J . R .  They s a i d .  t h a t  t h i s  wa,s th.e Augustinian 

r and t h a t  Castro had. of course conf isca ted  

a l l  church proper ty  down i n  Cuba and that was the  

end of Villanueva i n  Havana. So they were going 

l t ab l i sh  the long t r a d i t i o n  of 

v luanueva  here i n  Miami, So tha.t was I th ink 

t 1 t h e i r  p r i nc ipa l  p i t c h  and i t  was t o  be more than 

Villanova, Pennsylvania South. I D  was t o  be 

a bollege t h a t  could s tand on i t s  own. It  made 
2 

a good impression on me and a tremendous impression 
1 " 

i on my f a t h e r .  He f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was the place f o r  

me t o  go t o ,  i n  f a c t  he was worried t h a t  he was 



going t o  have t o  send me t o  Notre Dame and he 

d i d n ' t  want t o  do t h a t .  He wanted me t o  s t a y  i I 
home. 

Q. 
6 

there  d i d  you first r e g i s t e r ?  When d i d  

you f irst  come up i n  t h i s  a r e a  t o  check t h i n g s  
i 

o u t ?  

5.13, They s e n t  u s  a l e t t e r ,  anyone who had 

been accepted  r e c e i v e d  a l e t t e r  i n  t h e  mail and 

t h e  first t h i n g  t h e y  mentioned was t h e  d r e s s  

code. They expected u s  t o  look  p r e s e n t a b l e ,  

t h e y  wanted us -to wear a s h i r t  and a t i e ,  a 

d r e s s  s h i r t .  I t  was no problem f o r  and me 

because t h a t ' s  t h e  way w e  had t o  dress from 1 
h igh  school .  So we met t h e  fir,  y f o r  I 

guess our  matriculation s e s s i o n ,  i t  was down h e r e  

a t  Pace High School. We were on t h e  necond f l o o r  

o:P one o f  t h e i r  c lassroom b u i l d .  we 

could look  across  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and s e e  t h e  work 

i ngs  

that was being  done on Kennedy H a l l .  And a t  
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remember 

fj.rst d i s c u s s i o n  me had a,s t o  e l e c t -  remember 

r e s i d e n t ,  'Phe f i r s t  -thing we s ta r ted  

doing  w a ,  n t i n g  how many s t u d e n t s  t h e r e  were 

f rom var-----  high schools  and dec id ing  t h a t  the  



high schools ,  t he  i n i t i a l  dec i s ion  was t h a t  the  

high school with the  most r ep re  s en tn t  ion  would 
t 

e l e c t  t h e  c l a s s  p res iden t ,  but  we d.ecided agai-nst 
6 

that, that we had. more o r  l e s s  broken wi th  t h e  

high schools  and we ought t o  j u s t  e l e c t  a p re s i -  

dent .  

Q .  You smiled when John mentioned t h e  s tudent  

lounge at  Barry? 

Well because of  our involvement wi th  each 

o ther  i n  c l a s s  p o l i t i c s .  It s t a r t e d  r i g h t  at  the  

first week over the re .  We had t o  e l e c t  c l a s s  . 

o f f i c e r n .  Remnniber, we d i d n ' t  have t h e  bene f i t  

of any upperclassmen t o  e i t h e r  c h a s t i s e  us  o r  

f o r  us  t o  look up t o ,  s o  we kind o f  broke our 

own ground and Father  Su l l i van  s a i d  t o  u s  r i g h t  

a t  t he  beginning t h a t  i t  was up t o  u s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  

t h e  p o l i t i c a l  set-up o f  the  school f o r  t h e  

s t u d e n t s ,  t h a t  we should consider  i t  c a r e f u l l y ,  

t h a t  v~hatever  we e s t ab l i shed  was going t o  be the 

beginning o f  a. t r a d i t i o n .  So I th ink  we were a 



uG.oted hours and hours t o  it t h a t  we should 

e spent studying. We devoted a l l  t h a t  time t o  

t r y i n g  t o  organize the  s tudent  government and we 

a l l  discovered that none of u s  could a,gree on 

anything. We had. a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  d r a f t i n g  

committee t h a t  l a s t e d  a t  l e a s t  f ou r  years  be- 

cause we were s en io r s  and. were s t i l l  r ev i s ing  

the  cons t i t u t i on ,  

& . You were  a.cutely aware t h a t  you were 

I pioneers--how much was t h a t  a f a c t o r  i n  your 
1 

deciding t o  come t o  Biscayne? 

J.B. Well, i t  was both pos i t i ve  and negative.  

I remember when Father  McCarthy and Father 

Sul l ivan came t o  Curley f o r  the  open house t h a t  

my parents  were concerned as t o  whether t h e  
I, 

col lege  would receive  acered i t ion  s o  %hat we 

could. ge t  i n t o  graduate school. My f a r t h e r  asked 

Father  Sull ivan r i g h t  out ,  you know, what about 
t 

I 

acc red i t a t i on ,  and Fa.ther Sul l ivan said "1 give 

you my personal guarantee that he w i l l  ge t  i n  

I 



any graduate school i n  t h i s  country." Which as 

it turns ou.t we a l l  could.. And that was one of 

t;he reasons  I came and i t  was a Cathol ic  co l lege ,  

which rnennt a l o t ,  along the  l i n e s  of d i s c i p l i n e  

and scholarship .  

9. Your c l a s s  was a remarlcable c l a s s  I ' m  t o l d ,  

you all d i d  very well .  

J . H .  We had nine  graduates  i n  t h e  first c l a s s ,  

and o f  t h e  n ine  a t  l e a s t  seven of u s  went on t o  

grad-uate school. 

&. You were b e t t e r  than average s tuden t s?  

. J.B. That ' s what they had t o l d  us,  they  t o l d  

us  t h a t  at t h e  time, and Father  Su l l i van  repre-  

sented us as being a s e l e c t  group. 

&. What d i d  y : lassmates from your high 

s c l~oo l  t h ink  about your dec i s ion  t o  come t o  

Biscayne College ? 

J 3. A t  t h e  Cathol ic  high school t h a t  I was 

ar t  the  b r o t h e r s  incu lca ted  u s  with t he  i dea  

t h a t  you should go t o  an Ivy League College, 



now they might deny t h a t  but t h a t  was the  im-1 

; pression I had. The i d e a  was t o  go up nor th ,  

cu t  the  apron s t r i n g s ,  g e t  away from your mother a. 

and become a man. But many o f  the  fel lows who 

l e f t  M i a m i  suf fered a c u l t u r a l  shock and an 

emotional shock and even though. they were b r igh t  

s tudents  they couldn' t  study because of t he  

emotional problems they ran  i n to .  

&. So f o r  the  f i rs t  severa l  weeks your 

cla.sses were held-  a t  Barry? Wao tha.t awkward? 

A bunch of guys a t  a women's col lege?  

J.B.  I g o t  a l o t  o f  r ibb ing  on that from 

everyone I knew. Anyone who knew I wag going 

t o  Barry College, they  were c a l l i n g  us t h e  

"Barry Boysif. A l o t  of my classmates from high 

school l i v e d  i n  the  same neighborhood I d i d  and 
I 

I d i d n ' t  take t h a t  very k i n d l y  being called a 
1, 

Barry Roy. We were out of place the re .  We 

f e l t  we were  i n t e r f e r i n g  i n  and d i s rup t ing  t h e i r  

schedule. The nuns have a philosophy t h a t  i f  



you educate a man you have educated an ind iv idua l  

Fu. 

and t h a  

ducat educa you I you e 

lore j - t ' ~  m 

nd. we ! kinc t h a t ,  a i n t e r  f e r i n  g w i t  were 

1s th t  gener 

,,A,, 1, 
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buss u u l u u r l g  when I f i r s t  got i n  here.  They 

b 

I doors do 

7 

j u s t  hanging some of these  n ice  beechwood 

e  hallways and i t  was one 

l o v e l i e s .  -_- ld ings  I had ever  been i n .  L G ' S  a 

b i g  bui lding.  I ' m  s t i l l  impressed now. I t ' s  

n a while s ince  I was here and you know the  

t time I was here I d id .n t t  ge t  a chance t o  

look around. The bu i ld ing  i s  much l a r g e r  than 

I r e c a l l ,  the  rooms a r e  bigger.  I t ' s  b r i g h t e r  

than any bui ld ing I ' v e  ever  been in .  The hallways 

l a rge r .  I t ' s  a comfortable place. I r e -  

ber Father  Sul l ivan saying t o  us th.e f i r s t  

a re  

mem' 

i g h  School t h a t  you w i l l  find. t h a t  

s bu i ld ing  i s  one o f  t he  be s t  constructed i n  t h i  

F lo r ida  and he meant it.  It loolts j u s t  as nea t  

now as i t  d i d  then,  

I' & Did they have t h a t  sunblind up o r  was 

T t h a t  something they  add-ed.? 

! 

J.R. They added it a f t e r  we got  here. That 
I 

sunblind. i s  ma,de out of chin €1-ue segments 
I 

1 



and i - t  was t h e r e  when we got  here  but it was no t  

re in forced  wi th  those  i n s e r t s  o f  concre te ,  We 

were here  i n  class I th ink  i n  December, was t h e  

first inc idcn t  I remember, i n  Father  Su l l i van1  s 

1.3nglish class and t h e r e  was a crack,  a loud 

c rac lc l ike  a shotgun ou ts ide  t h e  open window. 

One of t h o s e  t i l e s  col lapsed,  I guess t h e  s t r e s s e s  

o f  t h e  s e t t l i n g  bu i ld ing  were too much f o r  them. 

So they  spent t he  r e s t  of t h e  first year  i n  having 

the  contractor come back and pour ing  o r  i n j e c t i n g  

concre te  i n t o  those  forms t o  keep them from 

co l l aps ing  because by February of '63 I would 

say t h a t  three  o r  f o u r  dozen o f  them had shat- tered 

and col lapsed.  Father  Sul l ivan was d i sg run t l ed  

about t h a t  because h e  t o o k  a personal  i n t e r e s t  

cons t ruc t  i o n  t he  bui ld ing.  

t h a t  t h i s  was h i s  p ro j ec t .  

f e l t  

Adrienne Roberson remembers t h e  e a r l y  days of oper- 

a t i o n  and t he  presence on t h e  new camptls o f  t h e  l e -  

gend n ry  li'a t he r  SpiraLe : 



fl .Ii. The first two years we coul-dn ' t  a . fford 

air cond i t ion ing .  0.f course  we used t o  ra-title 

around in Kennedy Hall  because t h e r e  were s o  
Y ', 

few of us there  and be l ieve  me we were w a r m ,  

we were ho t .  ' B u t  we just f igured we were doing  

it f o r  something good and I thought  i-t was r e a l l y  

a n  honor t o  be f i r s t  and I e n j o y e d  every minu-te , 

I 

I o f  it. It  was nothing t o  be home one n i g h t  and 

have Pa the r  McCarthy o r  F a t h e r  Su l l i van  come t o  

t h e  door  with a l i t t l e  por tab le  t y p e w r i t e r  

"Adrienne would you mind doing a l e t t e r .  " So 

! I would s i t  down and go in- to  a room and type 

I 
1 out  t h e  l e t t e r  because i - t  was something f o r  God 

or something he had t o  have  i n  t h e  mail i n  the  

morning. So we d i d  t h o s e  k i n d s  of  t h i n g s  f o r  

each o t h e r .  But we were all working t o g e t h e r ,  

everybody worked t o g e t h e r .  It was a wonderful,  n 
i wonderful, community. Iiate t o  be -the type  -Lo 

say  the  good o ld  days, but they w i l l  n eve r  be 

f o r g o t t e n .  





i n  t h e  Miami area and a l l  over t h e  coun t ry  who 

t.' helped him - helped the  F a t h e r s  g e t  t h e i r  mona- 

s t e r y .  
4 

G? a Did he  reminisce a t  a l l  about the Cuban 

days? 

A . R .  Yes, Father  Su l l ivan  and F a t h e r  McCarthy 

used t o  t e l l  me if Father  Sp i r a l e  w a n t s  t o .  talk 

t o  you, put t h e  work a s ide  and l i s t e n  t o  h im,  

because he i s  heartbroken and a very sad man 

these days. So I d id  t h a t ,  vhich I enjoyed 

immensely even though he would be so sad i n  t e l l -  

i n g  me about the  t h i n g s  he had accomplished, 

the things he had done i n  h i s  l i f e  time were 

I j u s t  unbelievable,  and t o  have not  been able 

t o  meet him, a person missed an  awful l o t .  I 
:I 

loved him dear ly .  

My husband took  him fishing one morning and. he 

went over  end picked him up a t  5 : 3 0  in the morn- 

ing.  The o t h e r  F a t h e r s  s a i d  h e  had been up 



s ince  about 4:00 i n  t he  morning wai t ing  f o r  Bob 

t o  come. When they got  i n  the  c a r ,  my husband 

sa id  "Well l e t ' s  s t o p  and have something t o  e a t u  

so they stopped a t  t he  Royal Cas t le  t o  have a c 

l i t t l e  b reakfas t .  My husband sa id  t o  him, 

"Would you l i k e  something t o  e a t n ,  so he s a id  he . 

woul-d have some bacon and eggs. So Bob had order-  

ed orange juice and they had at t h a t  time f r e s h  

squeezed orange juice and when they put t he  mug 

of i t  i n  f r o n t  of Father  Sp i r a l e  i n  h i s  sweet 

l i t t l e  way he s a id ,  "Bob i t ' s  a l i t t l e  too  e a r l y  

f o r  something l i k e  t h a t  now", because he thought 

it was a mug of beer. But I c a n ' t  t h ink  of a 

person t h a t  had more f r i e n d s  than Father  Sp i ra le  

and I bel ieve  t h a t ,  I th ink when he got very  ill 

he was up v i s i t i n g  M r .  Fanjul and he d ied  i n  the  

h o s p i t a l  up t he r e  i n  Palm Beach and he d ied  a 

very sad man because he l i v e d  on h i s  memories and 
C 

h e  never d id  get  over having t o  leave Cuba. 

&. Adrienne,\ Father  Su l l ivan  became almost 

a member of your family d. idnr t  h e ?  



A ,R.  Fa the r  S u l l i v a n ,  we never  knew when he 

was coming. He might knock a t  t h e  door  and it 

might be 6 : 0 0 ,  he would s i t  i n  with us and. e a t ,  

o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  might a l l  be laying on t h e  f l o o r ,  

ou r  f a m i l y  i s  t h e  t y p e  t h a t  laid on t h e  f l o o r  a 

l o t  l o o k i n g  a t  t e l e v i s i o n .  And P a t h e r  S u l l i v a n  

would come i n  and s t e p  ove r  them. There were 

f i v e  o f  them and t h e y  took up a good p a r t  o f  t h e  

f l o o r  and he would j u s t  s i t  t h e r e .  He loved  my 

d a u g h t e r s  v e r y  d e a r l y  and t h e y  loved him ve ry  

much. Many t i m e s  he would say, I t I ' m  go ing  t o  

t a k e  t h e  g i r l s  ou t  f o r  d inner ."  O r  he would 

say ,  i f I ' m  going t o  come over and pick  you up 

f o r  b r e a k f a s t  ." He was r e a l l y  p a r t  o f  our  farni.1~. 

We had a wonderful l i f e  i n  t h o s e  ea r ly  days,  we 

were j u s t  l i k e  one b i g  fami ly .  



-. 
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Excellence was demanded of t h e  f i r s t  c l a s s .  John 

Boyle remembers t h e  s p e c i a l  demands made of them: > 

J , B ,  Fa ther  Su l l ivan  t augh t  a course i n  6 

Engl ish  i n  t h e  f i r s t  semester.  It was a course 

on t h e  graduate  l e v e l ,  how we ever  made it 

through as freshmen, i t  was j u s t  by h i s  good 

grace.  But it was an extremely va luable  course 

j u s t  t o  l i s t e n  t o  him l e c t u r e .  I wish I could 

t a l k  t o  him r i g h t  now and j u s t  l i s t e n  t o  what 

he has  t o  say  on any sub jec t .  I have t h e  i m -  

p r e s s i o n  t h a t  Fa ther  McCarthyts His to ry  and 

Fa the r  S u l l i v a n ' s  EngliGh were courses  t h a t  

were used t o  do t h a t ,  t o  demonstrate Hey, ho t  

sho t ,  you c a n t t  even t h i n k  y e t ,  you b e t t e r  s tar t  

l ea rn ing .  You r e a l l y  had t o  work, I took 

Fa the r  S u l l i v a n ' s  English,  and when you were i n  I 

G 

th.ere you were, i t  was demonstrated t o  you how 

l i t t l e  you knew even i f  you thought you were d 

p r e t t y  good. It  wasn't  done wi th  anything t r i c k y ,  

i t  was j u s t  t h a t  Fa ther  S u l l i v a n  operated the  P 

course at a h igher  l e v e l  than  h igh  school s e n i o r s  



were used t o  opera t ing  a%, and 30 i t  was immedi- 

a t e l y  c l e a r  t o  you t h a t  you weren't j11s-t t h e  

g r e a t e s t  t h i n g  i n  t h e  worhd, you had a l o t  t o  

l e a r n  and. I am f a i r l y  cep ta in  i t  was d.one d e l i -  

be ra te ly .  I remember, I th ink  it was o u r  f i r s t  

c l a s s  with Father  S u l l i v a n  i n  Sep-tember 1962, 

t h a t  he c a l l e d  u s  the  Class of  ' 6 6  and everyone 

was so  complimented. None of us  were thinking 

t h a t  far ahead. Ile was kinG of forrnal too,  

he always c a l l e d  u s  by o u r  last names. You know 

i t  was always M r .  Peck and M r .  Boyle. It was just  

one more th ing ,  hey you're now college men, start 

a c t i n g  like it. This i s  se r ious .  There i s  no 

time f o r  games here.  

John Peck speaks of t h a t  first class a.s "The 1-ast 

of the breed.'' 
4 

1 J.P. I have always measured t he  s tar t  of t h e  

use of marijuana and o the r  d rugs  by our class. 

Our class was t h e  last of  t h e  s t r i c t  conscrvn-tives,  

the  slzort  h a i r c u t s  and narrow t i e s .  We were t h e  



last  of the  breed. The Class of '67 was r a t h e r  

l e tha rg i c .  They r e a l l y  d idn ' t  care much about 4 

a,nyt hing . + 

D r .  Diaz remembers t h a t  f i r s t  c l a s s  as one with a  

commitment t o  excel lence : 

P.D. I was very happy then. Why? Well, 

because we had i n t e r e s t e d  s tudents  and we were 

in. terested i n  bui ld ing something then a s  an 

i n s t i t u t i o n  of h igher  education, t h a t  i s  bring- 

i ng  excel lence r a t h e r  than anything e l s e .  Ex- 

cel lence ,  t h a t  was the  most important t h ing  and 

I th ink  we were successful  f o r  a time, I th ink.  

One of t h e  graduates t o l d  me r ecen t ly  how i m -  

por tant  i t  was t h a t  I had demanded t h a t  much. 

He sa id  we a re  so g r a t e f u l  t o  you, he was t a l k i n g  

i n  the  name of o ther  s tudents  who had graduated. 
L 

He was so pleased and s o  g r a t e f u l  because we 

demand-ed so much of thesg students .  Many of t he  i : 

grad.uate s send me Crhi stmas 

remember me, 

3- * * 

cards  and they s t i l l  



1 John Doyle speaks of M i a m i  i n  t he  early ' 6 0 %  and 
I 

1 ** the a r e a  around B incape :  

What was M i a m i  l i k e  back i n  those days? 

There were two no t i ceab l e  physica l  

I d i f f e r e n c e s  and I remark on it t o  fol l ta  that I 

t a l k  t o  about it, One w a s  t h a t  t h e r e  was much 

l e s s  t r a f f i c ,  and then t h e r e  i s  t h e  d i f f e r ence  

I i n  t h e  populat ion i n  t h e  las t  f i f t e e n  years .  

The second one was t h a t  t h e r e  was l e s s  po l lu t i on .  

M i a m i ,  of course,  i s  probably one of t h e  c lean-  

e s t  c i t i e s  i n  t h e  world, but  i t  was a t r o p i c a l  

paradise  back then. You could d r i v e  i n t o  Miami 

from out  of  town and you could smell t h e  f rag-  

rances o f  t r o p i c a l  p l an t s .  A l l  t h e  ex t ra  au to-  

, mobiles put  an end t o  - that .  
t + 

I 
i 
I 
I 

Q. What was the neighborhood l i k e  around 

I t h e  c,unpus? 
I 

i 

J .B. Around here t h e r e  wan Wheelers Drug Store 

i n  t h e  shopping c e n t e r  t o  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  of here.  



M r .  Wheeler was very cooperat ive,  he always 

put an ad. i n  the  newspaper, the re  were always 

a  few s t o r e s  l i k e  t h a t ,  t he  d ry  cleaning s t o r e  

over here t o  the  e a s t  and I th ink  a pa in t  s t o r e  

and they  would. put ads in .  The Kimberly Motel 

I th ink  put r egu l a r  ads  i n  f o r  u s  and J a f f e  

S t a t i one r s  and -the Texaco s t a t i o n  put an ad i n .  

&. What about lunch f a c i l i t i e s  and th ings  

here t h e  f irst  year? 

J.13. There were none, we had the  s tudent  

lounge downstairs and we had a couple of coke 

machines hhere. We had some candy machines but 

t h a t  was a l l  and i f  you wanted t o  poison your- 
I 

s e lves  with t h a t  s t u f f  you were pr iv i leged t o  do 2 

so. There was a Burger King. I t ' s  s t i l l  e x i s t -  

ing ,  i t ' s  down northwest o f  the  col lege I guess ' 

I 

on 165th S t r ee t .  It  was out i n  the  woods at  
1 ' 

the  time. It was a cow pas ture ,  the re  was a  t 

paved road going t o  i t  and I th ink  the re  was a 



7-1 1 next door. You could look across i n  a l l  

d i r e c t i o n s  and. see the  cows j u s t  grazing. 

q o  Was the  Pallme-t'to he re?  

J . D .  The Pal-met-to was here b u t  n o t  i n  its 

present  form. 826  was a f o u r  l ane  i~ighway with 

a median s t r i p .  No overpasses.  There  were 

t r a f f i c  l i g h t s .  Very dangerous, they  had some 

very  s e r i o u s  acc iden ts ,  a l o t  o f  ra ta1l t ; ieo .  

By the  time we had graduated they  had b u i l t  

overpasses t o  make i t  a l imited.  access highway. 

Rut with t h e  t r a f f i c  lights you could see  i n  all 

d i r e c t i o n s  t h a t  a l l  t h e  land around. here was a l l  

f l a t  a ~ l d  there  were cows everywhere. Which made i t  

very  pleasalit .  We were here i n  a brand new 

build.ing, l ove ly  cons t ruc t ion ,  surrounded by 
4 ,trees and f i e l d s  everywhere. 

1 

cl By your s e n i o r  year ,  you were twenty one 

and l ega l  age t h e n  was twenty one y e a r s  old t o  

d r i n k  beer .  Waa there  ever a place around here 

where you could d r ink  a f e w  beers? 



JOB. There was a Lwns up here on 27th  Avenue 

and. t h a t  was b u i l t  I guess i n  our junior year ,  
L 

so f o r  lunch we would a l l  go t o  Lums, i t  was % 

across  t he  s t r e e t  from the  present  Lums. We'd. 

all go the re  f o r  lunch a.nd a few would have a 

beer ,  

&. The campus of course had no fence around 

i - t  then, and t h e r e  were abandoned ca rs ,  and 

doves, quail, horses? 

J O B .  Yes, I ' m  glad you mentioned t h a t ,  t he r e  

was one very i n t e r e s t i n g  s e r i e s  o f  i nc iden t s  

our f i r s t  year. About the  time t h a t  we ca.me 

here t h i s  whole a r e a  was being used by hun-ters. 

They were hunting doves, and I 'm not  sure  when 

t h e  qua i l  season opens, I guess i t ' s  sometime i n  

t h e  Spring but I remember Father  Seymour was sore ly  
4 

offended by these  people t respass ing  on t h e  College 

property.  They were out t h e r e  with t h e i r  shot- 

guns and t h e i r  d.ogs, And of course t he re  were a 

l o t  o f  abandaned autos,  a l o t  o f  scrubbrush out 



n our 

there .  Thev W C L - ~  r e a l  woods. But I rernernber 

i n g  i 11 theology c l a s s  one a f t e r -  
$ 

noon and p e l l o t s  s t a r t e d  t o  h i t  t h e  sunscreen  

9 

i 
o u t  here f rom t h e .  .shotguns.  T h e y  were shoo Ling 

v e s  i a i r  and t h e  p e l l e t s  were 

A.analny: and. a c t u a l l y  s t r i k i n g  t h e  windows. So 

Fatht ymour r a n  o u t  o f  t h e  c l a ~ s r o o m  and we 

all fol lowed him and he p i l e d  in- to  somebody's 

Volkswagen and *as- -11 took o f f  i n  a t r a i n  o f  

stuck in 1 

The V olkswagens would n o t  g e t  

and f o r  some reason .  Well, we a l l  

g o t  o u t  t l l G L ~  and we were f o l l o w i n g  Patl ler  Sey- 

mour and when we g o t  ou t  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  were t h r e e  

!rs with a1 

md. I s top]  

and these  

not gu: ns. IIe go t  r i g h t  o u t  of t h e  

?cd. I-le walked r i g h t  over  t o  them 

~ w s  were s tand-ing t h e r e  wi-th t h e i r  

guns and dogs and h e  ordered  tJ~ern o f f  t h e  pro- 

p e r t y  and they went. The man had. gu t s ,  you know. 

Q a  What kind 01 



J.B. We had some Everglades exped i t ions ,  we 
9 

had a l o c a l  f e l low here ,  Wayne Rotolante ,  he was 

i n  t h e  c l a s s  behind u s  and Wayne was a huntsman. r 

Wayne could. go out  and. l i v e  i n  t h e  Everglades. 

Crack shot  w i t h  a p i s t o l  and good wi th  a kn i fe .  

Man.ufactured blowguns. He could blow a d a r t  

r i g h t  i n t o  a p iece  of concrete .  He came t o  c l a s s  

one day, he caught an Indigo snake out  t h e r e ,  

they  ' r e  n a t i v e  out  he re ,  a b s o l u t e l y  harmless,  

they make e x c e l l e n t  p e t s  but  t h e y ' r e  f u r i o u s  

looking. They have red  p u p i l s  and they  a r e  j e t  

black. He brought one t o  c l a s s  and of course we 

always dressed  i n  c o a t s  and he had t h i s  Indigo 

snake i n  h i s  coak pocket and I t h i n k  Pro fessor  

Brophy was l e c t u r i n g  on a course i n  Foreign 1 
Po l i cy  when t h i s  Indigo snake s tuck  i t s  head up 

and s t a r t e d  t o  kind of weave around s t i c k i n g  i t s  
1 

i 
8 

I -tongue ou t ,  wel l  t h i s  upse t  t h e  whole proceed-ings 

o f  t h e  c l a s s  you know. 



and t h e r e  was no nonsenee about hirn but he had 

t h i s  a.cpect, he l i k e d  t o  g e t  out  i n  the  wood.s, 

so Wayne organized some exped i t ions  out  i n  t he  

Everglades,  Many volunteered t o  go, I guess 
I 

That's how Wa,ynr? was, he d i d  we7 1 ncademically 

t h e r e  were about twenty of  thern who stayed over- 

n igh t  a couple o f  t imes. They had. qui-te a goad 

time . 
I remember margining along t h e  edge of  t h e  canals 

wi th  t h a t  shotgun of h i s  and when y o u ' r e  out  i n  

the  Everglades when t h e  sun g o e s  down i t  ge t s  

p i t c h  black.:because t h e r e  s no l i g h t .  The 

problem you have with the  Glades i s  t h e r e  i s  no 

water out  the re .  We got  some water out  o f  a 

nearby swamp and boi led  i t ,  chopped some wood 

and went out  t o  a hammock and boi led  t h e  water,  

one of t he  t h i n g s  we d. id was we made nwarnpwater 

coffee .  We boi led  this water then we put it i n  

another  pot ,  we were very careful about t h e  pots ,  
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we cleaned. the  scum of f  the  edge of t he  canal.  

You scoop the  water out with one pot then you . I 

pour i t  i n t o  a second pot which i s  kept a t  a 
I> 

r o l l i n g  b o i l  a l l  the  time. Then we t r ans f e r r ed  

p a r t  of t h i s  i n t o  a third.  pot we h a d ,  we brought 

a can of Maxwell House coffee along, a pound can. 

Well unfor tunate ly  we d i d n ' t  have anything e l s e  . 

so we took a t e e  s h i r t ,  threw t h e  coffee  i n t o  the  

t e e  s h - i r t ,  t i e d  the  t h ing  and dumped it i n t o  a 

pot of water and jus t  l e t  it  bo i l .  We ca l l ed  

i t  swampwater coffee.  But I remember Alex 

Monninger, t h e  f u t u r e  physician, walking along 

the  cana,l and about every f i v e  minutes you'd 

hear  a shotgun b l a s t  go o f f ,  and the  next morning 

we walked along and all along t h e  bank about every 

twenty f e e t  was a d-ead water mocassin. Alex had. 

gone along and had b las ted  water mocassins every 1C 

t e n  minutes with t h a t  shotgun. J u s t  blew them t- 

out of the  water onto the  bank, I remember 

g e t t i n g  mad at him f o r  t h a t .  We had gone out 



supposedly t o  l i v e  o f f  t h e  l a n d ,  none of u s  was 

i n t e l l i g e n t  enough t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h a t  j u s t  

d o e s n ' t  happen w i t h  t h e  modern man. The mocassin 

was good, you could make a good stew 0u.t  of i t  

o r  barbecue it you know. We caught  a. snapping 

t u r t l e  and we made a soup ou t  of  him, i t  was q u i t e  

Dasty. I remember we t o o k  p i c t u r e s ,  I f o r g e t  

i f  i t  was Wayne h o l d i n g  t h e  t u r t l s .  Somebody 

e l s e  had p l i e r s ,  clamped h i s  ja.w ,and somebody e l s e  

s l i t  his t h r o a t ,  i t  took t h r e e  passes t o  k i l l  

the  poor th ing,  we had a d u l l  kn i fe .  I have no 

i d e a  where t h e  f i l m  i s  b u t  we r a n  i t  through t h e  

s tudent  government budget f o r  t h e  f i f t h  f i l m .  

We g o t  some r a b b i t s  out  t he re  and we sho t  a 

raccoon. Our s o c i a l  l i f e  was t h a t  kincl of t h i n g ,  

it was k ind  o f  unorthodox f o r  c o l l e g e  s o c i a l  

life, 

A t  t h e  end o f  t h e  second y e a r  Discfignn s u f f e r e d  wha t  

some at t he  time feared. rnight be a fatal  hl-ow. Fea r ing  



t he  col lege  would not  be acc red i t ed  almost ha l f  of 

t he  t h i r t y  f o u r  o r i g i n a l  s tuden t s  decid-ed t o  t r a n s f e r  

out.  John Boyle d-escribes t he  c r i s i s :  

J .I3 A t  t h e  end of our sophomore year  a number 

of t he  fe l lows f e l t  t h a t  they had t o  make a  

switch t o  an a.ccred.ited col lege .  They were 

a f r a id  they would-n't be ab le  t o  have a f u t u r e  i f  

they d i d n ' t ,  so we l o s t  h a l f  the  c l a s s  r i g h t  

t h e r e  i n  t h e  sophomore year.  By the  beginning 

of t he  junior  year a l l  those who were going t o  

grad-uate were here ,  j u s t  nine of us,  I th ink  

t h e r e  were n ine  of us,  t he r e  might have been 

one o r  two more who dropped out f o r  scad-emic 

reasons. 

(2. Wasn't t h a t  a c r i s i s  f o r  FaAher Sul l ivan 
6 

and Pather  PlcCarthy? 

w 

J.E. I don ' t  remember Father  McCarthyts 

r eac t i on  but I know we were down a t  the  s tudent  

lounge and t he  fc l lows who were l eav ing  had gone 



up i n  a body t o  see Pather  Su l l ivan  and had asked  

.for t h e i r  - t r a n s c r i p t s  and. i t  must have been a 

heated sess ion  because when they came out they 

were b lushing red  i n  t h e  face and k i n d  o f  winded, 

and I remember one fe l low who w a s  an  extreme 

e x t r o v e r t ,  i t  was t h e  f irst  time I had ever  seen 
I I 

him abashed, he s a id  "Wow they a r e  r e a l l y  un- 

happy about u s  leaving.  If They sa id  t h a t  F'ather 

Sulli m i d  something t o  them t o  t h e  e f f e c t  

t h a t  you r r e  rats l eav ing  a s ink ing  s h i p .  I 

t h ink  Father  Su l l ivan  came down -to the  lounge 

s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t  and s a i d  t h a t  the  rats are 

l eav ing  t h e  sh ip ,  something l i k e  t h a t .  It was 

t h a t  1.g anyway. I n ever  heard ! hirn express 

himselr  that way. So he was very upse t  about i t ,  

I guess i t  meant a l o s s  i n  revenue and a l o s s  i n  

p r e s t i ge .  The graduat ing c l a s s  wads c u t .  r i g h t  ~ 

down at  t h a t  point .  Slhat was only a . f ter  t h e  

second year.  



(2 Fortuna,tely, i t  was not a s inking ship?  

J.B.  Oh no, t he  r e s t  of us  stayed. But 

thak ' s  why t h e  cla ,sses were cu t  way down, we 
L 

had our philosophy c l a s se s ,  they were cut  d-own 

t o  e igh t  and t e n  students .  I had a. c l a s s  i n  

t h . i r d  year  German l i t e r a t u r e ,  I was the  only 

student .  Fa,tb.er Ma,tthews taught  it. When we 

s t a r t e d  t he  c l a s s  t h i s  wa.s the  room we had it i n .  

I remember an accounting c l a s s  with D r .  Diaz and 

it was j u s t  t he  two o f  us. Murray needed a spec i a l  

Mathema.tics and they arranged it f o r  him, j u s t  

one guy. I fo rge t  wh.o i t  was but he used t o  go 

t o  D r .  I?ledd.ermanfs o f f i c e  and ju s t  s i t  t he re  

and t a l k  mathematics back and f o r t h ,  and t h i s  

was Murray's required course i n  rnathema,tics. We 

were i n t o  cycl-ing then because t he re  were so few C 

of u s  that we and th.e juniors  were t ak ing  courses 
0 

toge ther  jus t  t o  get  t he  body count up a,nd mostly 

t o  j u s t i f y  ha,ving a c l a s s .  



:3 3 
Chapter  4:  The Invas ion  o f  t h e  uSockl-ess IJordesfl 

from t h e  North 

In  t h e  fall o f  1961. campun life at Ai.scayne 

cha,n,:ed drama. t ica l ly  wi th  the  coming o f  t h e  nor th-  

e r n e  33isca.yne became p r i m a r i l y  a r e  sident c o l l e g e  

with t h e  Miamians a sudden minor i ty .  

t h e  cla.ssroom b u i l d i n g  were filled wi th  the c u r i o u s  

a c c e n t s  o f  e i g h t e e n  year o l d s  frorn l 'oston and Ba-la 

Cynwood, Brooklyn and Bay Shore. They were a d i f f e r -  

e n t  breed,  funloving ,  and as John Pc?clc noted ,  they  

wore no soclts. 

But there  wa+s a slight problem t h a t  September. 

There were a hundred s t u d e n t s  f l y i n g  ~ 0 1 1 t h  and  nowhere 

t o  put them. F a t h e r  McCarthy e x p l a i n s :  

We were assured tha . t  the  domitory would 

be r e a d y  i n  September when cla.sses were t o  begin 
D 

and as a  result we accepted  s t uden t s  with t h a t  i n  
D 

mind, t h a t  they woul-d move i n t o  t h e  dormi tory  

a,nd when i t  came t ime i t  simply wasn It, r e a , d .  f o r  



occupa.ncy. So we had t o  t r y  t o  d.o something 

e l s e .  September wa,s t h e  deades t  month. f o r  mote ls  

a long t h e  beach o f  t h e  e n t i r e  yea r  and so I 

t h i n k  t h i s  man tha.t  r a n  t h e  Kimberly Hotel  on i 

t h e  beaxh was g1a.d t o  have us,  and we made a,n 

azrangement with him by vhich s t u d e n t s  would l i v e  

i n  t h i s  motel  and t h e y  would e a t  and s l e e p  t h e r e  

and t h e n  be t r a n ~ p o r t e d  on a bus back and f o r t h  

This  had a. l o t  o,f d.isad-vantages. S tudents  had 

t o  be rea,dy t o  come a t  a certain time wheth.er 

they  had a cla.ss o r  n o t ,  ha,d t o  go back a t  a 

c e r t a i n  t ime whether t h e y  wanted t o  do some- I 

who b u i l t  t h e  cla,ssroom b u i l d i n g  was a ve ry  

e x c e l l e n t  c o n t r a c t o r ,  h i s  na,me was Thompson, 

and he a l s o  b u i l t  Donnellon Ha l l ,  t h e  second 

dormitory.  When we b u i l t  t h e s e  dorms i t  was 



goverr~ment fun(  d t h e s e  long  term, low i n t e r -  

e s t  arrangements  t h a t  they  made .  We hatl : to ta,ke 

the 1 ; bidder  and i f  you d id  no t  t a k e  t h e  

lowes t  b idder  you had t o  expla in  why you d i d n ' t  

o r  you could end up i n  c o u r t .  I n  o t h e r  words 

t h e  man who was lowes t  b idde r  could t a k e  you in- to  

c o u r t .  So t h e y  advised  us  t o  t a k e  t h e  lowes t  

b idde r  because you could ge t  i n t o  a l l  k i n d s  o f  

t r o u b l e  and problems i f  you d i d n ' t .  So we d i d ,  

and Tt~ompson, who was very s a t , i ~ f a , c t o r y  t o  us-- 

did. a very good job b u i l d i n g  t h e  cl-asfiroom b u i l d  - 
1,500 more than  t h e  lowes t  b i d d e r ,  

YVv.. the lowes t  b i d d e r  and a.3 a r e s u l t  

t h e  ml c o s t  

bout 2,500 because I'm sure  had Thompson 

had t h e  b id  we would. have been i n  t h e r e  on t ime. 

We wouldn' t  ha,ve had t o  pay t h a t  mo te l  h i l l  if 

had been i n  t h e r e  on 



Daniel  McfIugh, now Account Vice-President a,t Pa,ine 

Webber, Ja.ckson i n  Balt imore,  was i n  that first  



f u r t h e r  del-nyed by a. hurr ica ,ne they ilnd had -tha.k 

nurnlrtcr, because when I a.rrivetl a n d  f o r  ahout two 

weeks there  wn.:r a l o b  of  ev idence  of  t h e  damage 

t h a t  happened. The f r o n t  of t h e  J<j.n~-l~c?:ly t1a.d a, 

new faca,de on i t  and it wa.s a c t u a l l y  an o l d  

h o t e l  at 150th S t r e e t  and C o 1 l j . n ~  and  had bad 

a new fa,ca.de which was p u l l e d  o f f  by -the hurr i -cane,  

and a11 up a.nd down C o l l i n s  Avenue you could sce 

t r e e s  and. palms f a l l e n  over .  The dorrns were 

even- tua l ly  completed ea.rly i n  November o f  '64. 

We were bussed over  i n  t he  morning and bussed 

ba,ck i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  and s ince  we were f resh-  

men t h e r e  wasn ' t  t h a t  much d i f f e r e n c e  i n  every- 

o n e ' s  schedule .  We had t o  ta-ke EO many r e q u i r e d  

c la , sses .  So we might come a peri.od before we 
s 

had t o  be here and we might leave a per iod  after 

"t we could have but  t h e r e  was no o t h e r  t r a n c p o r t a -  

t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  f irst  semester .  

one  c a r  on campus, t h a t  w a s  Ch ip  

Tr iumph which was a two s e a t e r .  

T h e r e  was on ly  

ITof f n e r  s 

Aside from tna t  
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-the only  t r anspor t a , t ion  we had was t h e  bus. We 
t 

were on t h e  beach axid used t o  g e t  back a,t a,bout 

2 :45 o r  3 :00 and we would a l l  go out  and l a y  i n  C 

t h e  a f t e rnoon  sun and t h e n  go t o  d i n n e r  and then  

i f  th.ere was any s tudying  t o  be done, do t h a t  

a , f t e r  d inne r .  

&. WhaA kind of superv is ion  was t h e r e  a,t 

t h e  h o t e l ?  
+*a 

D .Me Not a  whole l o t .  Fa the r  Barry used to 

l i v e  t h e r e  with u s  but  we were on two f l o o r s .  

I t h i n k  i t  wa,s a f i v e  o r  six s t o r y  h o t e l  and t h e  

r e s t  of i t  was being used f o r  j u s t  commercia,l 

h o t e l  t r a , f f i c .  There was always a  good mix of 

people who were i n  and around t h e r e .  It was a 

t l U t t  sh.a.ped affair  wi th  a swimming pool r i g h t  i n  
t 

t h e  middle of it. We go t  p l e n t y  of e x e r c i s e  i n  

the  pool and p l e n t y  of sun at t h e  beach. We 

had some spl-ash p a r t i e s ,  we used t o  c a l l  them, 



with Barry College bu t  I guess it tooh  u s  about 

a month o r  so  t o  g e t  s e t t l ed .  i n t o  c o l l e g e  l i f e .  

c! The bus, was it a. c h a r t e r e d  bus? 

D.M, The bus wads the  Our Lady of  I'erpetual 

Help school  bus from Opa Locka and t h e  d r i v e r  of 

t h e  bus was a Cuban re fugee  who could n o t  spea,k 

Eng l i sh  and it took him t h r e e  o r  f o u r  t r i e s  ' t o  

g e t  from Sunny I s l e s  Lo Opa Locka and he d i d n ' t  

know t r a f f i c  r u l e s  Loo well, I-Ie knew how t o  
1 

s t o p  f o r  red  l i g h t s  and s t o p  s igns .  T h e r e ' s  a 

draw b r idge  on Sunny Isles Boulevard and I guess  

he  wasnt t t o o  used t o  it and one morning t h e  

b a r r i e r  came down and he someway go-t u ~ d e r  i t  

b e f o r e  the thing had comple te ly  c l o s e d  and one 

s i d e  of  t h e  b r i d g e  was a l ready  up about  f i v e  
@ 

i n c h e s  over  t h e  o t h e r  and f o r t u n a k e l y  t h e  s i d e  

t h a t  wa,s up was t h e  s i d e  we were coming from 

and we went over t h e  t h i n g  a,t ahout  twenty m i l e s  

an hour I guess, 



J0h.n Peck remembers how 

t h e  new comers from t h e  

90 

t h e  Miamians t r i e d  t o  scase  

J.P. The Kimberly was a r e s o r t  h o t e l  over  on 
R 

M i a m i  Beach, and it was r i g h t  on t h e  ocean. There 

was a hur r i cane  i n  October, 1964, r e a l l y  i t  wa,snft  

a, :Cull-fledged. hu r r i cane  thah  h i t  bere,. Some of 

them were t e r r i f i e d ,  of course we t o l d  them t h e  

s t o r i e s  of what was going t o  ha,ppen t o  them you 

know, t h e  Kimberly was going t o  w a s h e i n t o  t h e  

A l t a n t i c  0cea.n and so on. It was noth ing ,  i t  was 

just a n  a,f ternoon storm. 

&. What did. t h e  f i r s t  c l a s s  t h i n k  of t h e  

Kimberly crowd? 

J .P. Well, t h e r e  a r e  some i n t e r e s t i n g  ancedotes  

there. Those f e l l o w s  weren ' t  t h e  s t u f f e d  s h i r t s  (. 

tha,t  we were. Many o f  them und.erstood t h a t  t hey  
< 

ha,d been r e c r u i t e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  keep t h e  c o l l e g e  

going f i n a n c i a l l y .  The ones I spoke t o  admit ted 

tha.t Biscayne had. been lowered a l i t t l e  b i t  



a~a~d.ernical1-y t o  ge t  them here ,  i n  Pa.ct many of 

them were ha.ppy t o  be here.  Thcv f e l t  t h e y  

cou ldn ' t  have got-ten i n t o  co l lege  i f  P a t h e r  

Sulliva,n ha ,dn t t  r e c r u i t e d  them u p  n o r t h ,  a l o t  

of them were Prom Phi lade lph ia  a,nd New York City.  

So i t  was my first  conta.ct w i t h  sornc? b ig  c i t y  

Northern boys. I had been l i v i n g  here i n  Miami 

most of my life up u n t i l  then. These fe l lows  

were from a d i f f e r e n t  cu l t u r e .  They just;  had a 

d i f f e r e n t  a.pproa.ch t o  t h ings  than I d i d .  

I &. Could you exp la in  t h a t ?  
I 1 
I J.P. It's hard t o  make compa,risons bccaxse 

now almost everybody i n  M i a m i  i s  from t h e  north 

and i t s  j u s t  l i k e  a nor thern  c i t y  t ransp lan ted  
1 

t o  a n o t h e r  cl imate.  I\ut then,  i t  was j u s t  a, 

c u l t u r a l  difference, their a . t t i t ude f i  on recreaAion, 

n tudies ,  a t t i t u d . e s  toward work and l i f e  in 

genera l  were j u s t  d . i f fe ran t .  They were from 





b u i l d  any t y p e  of  b u i l d i n g  on i.t, so  they brought  

i n  c r a n e s  nand w i t h  t h e  c r a n e s  they dr.il .led a. well. 

down i n  t h e  ground and t h e y  pumped i n  wet sand 

and t h a t  somehow compa.cted t h e  founda t ion  a r e a .  

And then t h e y  were a b l e  t o  b u i l d  t h e  dorms on 

t o p  of  t h a t .  They would d r i l l  a h o l e  and. throw 

t h e  water down t he  s i d e  t h e n  t h e y  would have a 

p i l e d r i v e r  pounding t h a t  sand as it compacted. 

No one h.a.d e v e r  seen t h a t  be fo re  and I 've  never 

seen it since. Apparent ly  i t  was j u s t  one of  

t h o s e  t echn iques  t h a t  some e n g i n e e r i n g  firm wa.8 

experimenting with.  Obviously it ha.8 worked, 

t h e  dorms are s t i l l  t h e r e .  

A s  one o f  t h e  orip;ina,l r e s i d e n t s ,  Dan McHugh found 

campus l i f e  a b i t  subdued; 
Q 

D . r ~ .  I n  1964- we r e a l l y  on ly  had one r e a l  ca.r 

on campus and our  s o c i a l  l i f e  wads r e a l l y  conf ined  
, 

t o  going  t o  dances a-t Barry Co1lel:c. I t  r e a l l y  

took 3, couple hundred a ,dd i t iona l  s tuden - t s  t o  g i v e  

uo . wkln.t I would ca.1-l a normal .small col . lege 



s o c i a l  l i f e .  The c a f e t e r i a  wa.s a small gla,ss 

en.closed room t h a t  a.djoined Cascia  H a l l  and then  E 

1 
t h e  c a f e t e r i a  was cons t ruc ted  t h e  nex t  yea r ,  I I 

t h i n k  t h a t  became our  luggage s t o r a g e  room a f t e r  

t h a t .  They used t o  go over t o  t h e  co rne r  t o  

Pl i tz ie  and. R ich ie ' s .  N i t z i e  and R i c h i e T s  Ca,fe 
I 

I 

was a haxen a c t u a l l y  when we f i rs t  l i v e d  on campus. 
I 

We used t o  walk through th.e back of t h e  campus 
I 1 

over  t o  t h e  Palmetto By-pass Shopping Center  I 

and. Mi tz ie  and Richie  opera,ted t h e  concession a,t 1 
I 

Wheeler's Drug Store  which was t h e  only  p lace  i n  ! 
1 

t own where you could get  a good. hamburger. The 1 

food. he re  was so  bad t h a t  t h e r e  would be more 

people ea.ting over  t h e r e  at n i g h t  then  t h e r e  
I 

i 
were he re  a,t t h e  c a f e t e r i a .  There were a. l o t  of 

Or I 

r u s t e d  c a r s  i n  t h e  back of t h e  c a p u s  and a, 



Q e  D i d  you ever get  i n t o  Opa, T,oclta? 

D.M. Yes, we went i n t o  Opa Ijoclta, a. few t imes .  

T h e r e  wasn't r e a l l y  a whole l o t  t o  do i n  Opa 

Locka. One o f  t h e  t r i p s  I remember was with my 

roommate, who was a thoroughly  a,ccomplished 

I p i a ~ i i s t .  He t r i e d  t o  g e t  a job a t  t h e  Old Scandia. 

v~li ich was a re s t au ran t  and badre We went down and 

met t he  owner and. t a l k e d  t o  him and s a t  around p.nh 
I 

drank a few beers and played t h e  p i ano  f o r  about  

an hour  o r  so ,  But as I recall t h e  hours  d i d n ' t  

work out .  The on ly  t ime t h a t  we went t o  Opa, 

Locha wao,to go t o  t h e  bank, t h a t  was where t h e  

bank was a,t the  time o r  t o  go t o  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  

t o  pick up o r  t o  send a pa,ckap;e. i t  seems t o  me 

t h a t  when I was here at  -the. t ime a.1-7 t h e  j o i n t s  

and a l l  t he  s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  t h e  nielqhborhood was 

really n o r t h  o f  the  campus ra , ther  t h a n  sou th  of  



You d i d  go t o  b a r s  then?  The age l i m i t  

t h e n  i n  Flor ida.  was 21 . Did you manage t o  g e t  
I 

p roof?  
I 

i 

D . I!,! . Well.., we were a very ma.ture class. We 
, 

ha.d i d e n t i f i c a . t i o n  ca.rds from a.11 over  t h e  cou.ntry. 

We used. t o  swap around. a,t n i g h t  and before  we 

w e n t  0u. t .  We used t o  go t o  The Three Pines .  

9. Where was that;? I 

D . ~~7 . The Three Pines  i s  on t h e  s e r v i c e  road I 1 

1 
t h a t  pa , ra . l le l s  t h e  Palmetto a t  about 47th Avenue. 

We used t o  go t o  F l o  and Mickey's Ga,te Way down 

on 27th Avenue i n  Opa. Locks. We used t o  go t o  1 
Tra,der Johns on 27th Avenue and then  t h e r e  was a I 

Country Western b a r  next  t o  tha, t ,  I f o r g e t  t h e  
9 

name, we used t o  ge t h e r e .  We used t o  go t o  The 

Inn i n  Cesol C i ty  a,nd we used t o  hang out  a t  a. i 
pl-ace i n  Miami Shores t h a t  was r i g h t  a c r o s s  t h e  

s t r e e t  from Barry College c a l l e d  S id s .  The b i g  1 
4 

socia.1. a , c t i v i t i e s  of my l i f e  here  were r e a l l y  



goin ) a m  a,nd d a t i n g  girls a.nd going over 

4-,. n arry uolrege  and. o f  course we used t o  ~o t o  

a,nd horse t r a c k  a l l  t he  time. 

F o r t i f i e d  by t 

l e t s  f i r s t  e  i n  t he  fall- 

/ " r .  U U ~ J ~ L  racn --,m a l i f e - i ong  love  affair with  

Raeh duri i  pa,ra.t i o n s  : e pre 

r e c a  ie f i rs t  d.ance we staged here  

year. Yhe f i r s t  two gears we d i d  r jui 

io an; 

n io r  

g a8 a group. Our only i . n t e r e s t s  y th in  

go academically. 7'ha.t m a y  seem 

r gap but  a.1-1 I can  remember i s  

were t o  mi 

studying. ou r  junior  year  those  o f  u s  who 

were s t i l l  here were c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  we were 

going t o  make i t  iP we would just apply  ourse lves ,  

30 I th ink  tha,t we relaxed n little and thawed 

o u t  and we had a dance here,  I t h i n k  i t  wa.s 

October o f  o u r  junior  gear  aad I can rnmember 

decora t ing  f o r  i t  out  here.  



9. Where d i d  you have t h e  dance? 

J.P. It was i n  t h e  s tuden t  lounge downsta.irs 

i n  Kennedy B a l l .  I remember when we were pre- 

pa r ing  f o r  i t  t h a t  a f te rnoon,  John Boyle brought 

a, record.  It was Ba,chT s "Brandenberg Concerto V I u  

and I had no a.cquaintance wi th  c l a s s i c a l  music 

and he played i t  over and over  while we were 

d e c o r a t i n g  f o r  t h e  dance and I went out  and 

bought i t  af te rwards .  A l l  t h e  Brandenberg 

~ o n c e r t o ' s  i n  f a c t .  That r e a l l y  s0und.s s t u f f e d  

s h i r t  I know but  t h a t  was our  f i r s t  socia , l  a , c t iv i ty .  

, The Risca,yne upper cla,ssrnen a.pparently had b e t t e r  

t a s t e  i n  music tham t h e  f a c u l t y  and. staff d id .  Adrienne 
I 

Roberson t e l l s  us how not  t o  g e t  i n v i t e d  back t o  a, 

pa.rty i n  Opa. Locka,: I 

b 

A,R. Oh, I can t e l l  you a.bout one p a r t y  we 
I 

,I 

hard. tiow I d o n ' t  want you t o  t h i n k  tha, t  a l l -  
f 

we d i d  was p a r t y  all t h e  t ime,  bu t  we d id  seem 

t o  ha.ve q u i t e  a s o c i a l  l i f e  t o g e t h e r ,  we knew 



I 
l eaeh o t h e r  very, very cl-osely. A t  t h e  end o f  

I *  . the  s c h o a l  year ,  one o f  the  prolessors and hi..; 
I 

wife decided t o  have a party.  She was a very 
I 

3 

l o v e l y  girl..  I t h ink  she was a new b r i d e  and 

she f igured t h a t  the  f a c u l t y  must be very  prim 

and proper. They rented  a horne down i n  Opa L o c h  

and i t  was it real  o l d  Spa.nish type home and t h e y  

ren ted  i t  furnished.. I a.nl t e l l i n g  you t h a t  f o r  

a purpose. So we walked i n  and we a.11 sat around.  

I loolced over a t  Father  McCa.rthy and he was just 

s i t t i n g  with a d r ink  i n  h i s  hand and Father  

Su l l i van  and. i t  was j u s t  very qu i e t .  Ply husband 

was qui te  an outgoing person amd t h a t  was d r i v i n g  

him crazy. Everybody was j u s t  lool t ing at  each 

other.  She had very, very conoerva,tive o ld  f a sh -  

ioned music and r e a l l y  away over our t~ca,ds.  If 
a 

you stayed t h e r e  long wi th  one d r i n k ,  your eyes 

.- would be closed. So li'a.tl~er Rusch who was another  

r e a l  c l o s e  fami ly  f r i e n d  suggested t o  Bob, why 

dont  t you go home and p;e t Gome o:C your rec0rd.s. 



So Rob kind. of hes i ta . ted  and I s a i d  "yeah, go 

a13.eadt1. So he went home and go t  a l o t  of h i s  

loud. and l i v z l y  music. Without sa.ying axyth ing  

when they  came back, Farther Busch j u s t  took one 

of Bob's r ecords  and j u s t  shut  off  t h e i r  music 

and put  on ours .  Veil everybody s t a r t e d  waking 

up a, l i t t l e  b i t .  I th-ink t h i s  couple d i d  en joy  

it. She had a.11 k inds  of food and d r i n k s ,  but  t h e  

p a r t y  r e a l l y  cadme t o  l i f e .  One of t h e  Fa the r s ,  
I I 

I won't mention h i s  name r i g h t  now, bu t  he wads a 
I 

ve ry  handsome p r i e s t ,  about 6 '4" and he was i n -  

c l i n e d  to be kind of a.wkwa,rd a.t t imes.  Here I 

had mentioned. t h a t  t h i s  place t h e y  were r e n t i n g ,  

i t  was a home, but  i t  was r e n t e d  furnish-ed.  Well 

as t ime went on, he went t o  s i t  on th.e s o f a  and. 

k ind  of missed t h e  ed.ge a l i t t l e  b i t  and broke 0 

t h e  a.rm o f f  t h e  sofa,. Well, we a l l  kind of 

I 

91 

s n i c k e r l d  and t h i s  f a c u l t y  member and h i s  wife 

were kind. of concerned and l a t e r  on he went t o  



he brolte t h e  gla.no on t h o  t ab l e .  \!!!cll i t  .souncln 

l i k e  it was n rowdy par  l;y, h u t  n o t  rc:jlly. I t  

jue t  secrned that j u s t  e v e r y t h i n g  this F a t h e r  touched 

broke. We all had a wonderful -tirnc. 

Q . Did they  ever i n v i t e  you baclr? 

A o R o  ?.To, we were never  i n v i t e d  ba.ck. 

The Fledderrnant s we r e  grea.t pa r ty  g ive r s?  

A O R  l I guess D r .  F1edderma.n was t he  . f i r s t ,  I 

t h i n k  t h e  f irst  Ph.D. that was h i r e d .  Yes, he 

was and we were rea.1 proud t o  have him. Jle wa.s 

niarried t o  a very fiery woman. They  came from 

N e w  Orleans and she was a t y p i c a l  l a d y  from N e w  

Orleans, v e r y  lovab le ,  wj . t ty  person  and they 

r e a l l y  en joyed l i f e .  I ]:now t h e y  used t o  l i k e  
" 

t h e i r  bourbon. They loved  t h e i r  bourbon and. a 

few t imes after one*of t h e  nffnlrbc we wol~ld have 



I 02 

a. l i t t l e  p a r t y ,  t h e  FleddermLm ' s would sa,y, ItYou 

a11 comc down t o  our housev ,  and we would go down * . 
t h e r e  and therr woul..d have a l i t t l e  d r i n k  f o r  

a 

you and they  would j u s t  have you c o n s t a n t l y  

l a u g h i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  w i t ?  

(2 • Did .  h e  change much a . f t e r  h i s  h e a r t  a,tta,ck? 

R.R. Menta,lly, no it  d i d . n r t  ch.zxnp;e him, he 

rib, d i d  wha.t they  sa.id f o r  a. whi le  and slowed docm, 

he thought  h e  was slowing down but  he s t i l l  

wen.t a long h i s  merry way and he would en joy  l i f e  

and r i g h t  up  t o  t h e  end, I t h i n k  he enjoyed every 

minute of  it. He wa.s the  f irst  p r o f e s s o r  t o  be 

given t h e  t i t l e  P ro fesso r  Emeritus. 

:Fasther rlcCa,rthy d e s c r i b e s  t h e  easy camaraderie among 

t h e  f a x u l t y  and s-ta,ff i n  t h e  ea.rly y e a r s  : 

8 
a 

Pr.P.1. Th.ere was a wonderful fami ly  sense i n  

t h e  e a r l y  years .  I always remember t h e  Chr i s t -  * 

mas pa . r t i e s  and Pa the r  S u l l i v a n  leasding t h e  

Christman ca.rols  and cinging.  Everybody was 

j-nvolved, f o r  example a fe l low l i k e  J i m  IIorva.th 



who was very h ~ l p f u l .  t o  u s  as t h e  ~nairl tenance man. 

1 And - the t h i n g  t h n t  Mrs. Fledderr~~a.nn used -to sb rens  
1 * 

t o  me. She was used  t o  a c e r t a i n  snol) j .nI~ness  

thn-L; y o u  can g e t  on a campus, I on] t h c  wife of  

a f u l l  p ro fessor  and you ' r e  on ly  t h e  wife o f  

a.n i n s t r u c t o r ,  o r  you're only  a ~ecretary or 

something o f  t h n t  n a t u r e  and when s h e  went  t o  

ni sca.yne everybody was t h e  same. Adri-enne 

Roberson was treated t h e  same a.t a. pa.rty as I 

was and I was t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and slje wa:; t h e  

secretary, but that didn't seem t o  b o t h e r  any- 

body. And there were two s i s t e r s  o f  mine who 

came d.own t o  a couple o f  a.ffairs we had and t h c g  

both  were impressed b e c a ~ ~ s e  theg 110th worltcd i n  

d - i f f e r e n t  types o f  t h i n g s .  One was i n  i n d u s t r y  

a,nd one was i n  a h o n p i t a l .  Rut t h e g  were impress- 

* ed  w i t h  t h e  friendliness o f  everybody r e g a r d l ~ s s  

o f  whether you were a 

a ja ,n i . tor  o r  what you 

p r o f e s s o r ,  am a.dminis t ra . tor ,  

were, it d i d n ' t  oeem t o  





and we go t  t o g e t h e r  sorne uniforms and. we made 

i t  t o  i;he f i n a l s  i n  t h e  tournament,  t h c  IFA 

TOURNAMTSNT, I f o r g e t  e x a c t l y  what it o t a n d  s f o r .  

The school  g o t  some n o t o r i e t y  from i t  i n  t h e  

l o c a l  papers and t h a t  would have been i n  t h e  

F a l l  o f  1965 and t h a t  was t h e  year before we ha,d 

a v a r s i t y  team. 

I$ a Of cour se ,  I s l~ppose  yo11 h:ld i n - t rn -  

mural teams, s o f t b a l l  maybe? 

DoM. We had intramura.1 teams i n  b a s k e t b a l l ,  

I f o o t b a l l  , and b a s e b a l l  and we played ha.rdbal1. 
ti 

11 We d i d n ' t  haxe any softba.11 teams. Mat t e r  o f  

11 
i f a c t ,  I d .on t t  t h i n k  I sa,w a s o f t b a l l  on campus 

d u r i n g  t h e  whole f o u r  y e a r s  here. We had a,n 

Q int ramura, l  bowling league at  Carol  City Lames and 

I t h i n k  that was p r e t t y  much it as f a r  a,s t h e  
Y 

s p o r t s  go. We d i d  no t  ha,ve a ~wirnming pool st 

t h e  -t;ime, 

The r o l a . t i v e  i s o l a , t i o n  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e  worried F a t h e r  



Pr  .M. You see t h e  problem when we s t a r t e d  t h e  

s p o r t s  progra'm wa.8 t r a v e l .  A t  Villa.nova wi th in  * 

a. ra,dius of twenty mi le s  of Phi ladelphia .  you have 

about twenty f i v e  schools  and you could almost 

g e t  a  schedule f o r  a b a s k e t b a l l  team and no t  

t ra ,ve l  more t h a n  one hundred mi le s ,  Ifherea..s 

Bisca.yners  n e a r e s t  neighbor wars somewhat comps- 

t i t i v e ,  we d i d n ' t  t h i n k  i n  terms of pla.ying t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  of Mia,mi because t h a t  was obviously 

highpowered i n  s p o r t s .  The school  we thought  of 

f i r s t  probably was S t .  Leo's.  We could probably 

p lay  St .  Leo 's ,  bu t  t h a t  was something l i k e  two 

hundred and f i f t y  rniles a,way. .A school  l i k e  

Va.ld.osta S t a t e  i n  Georgia was t h r e e  hundred. and 

f i f t y  t o  f o u r  hundred mi le s  away, and t h e s e  

would be s o r t  of your n e a r e s t  neigh.bors, t h e  ones 

tha,t  you could s o r t  of schedule  and p lay  i n  tha,t  
OI 

ca tegory  of b a s k e t b a l l .  So I would say  t h e  b igges t  

problem tha, t  I was concerned about when we f i r s t  , 

s t a r t e d  was t h e  t r a x e l  problem. How d-o we a f f o r d  

I 

, 



t o  [;el; t o  these pla.ces and t o  1)ln.g thc?~n a n d  f o r  

tllem t o  come here. Then we made arr arrnngernent 

w i t h  North  Miami i'(ea.ch and pla-yed o u r  basketba.11. 

games over there for q u i t e  a. while. Arid I 

thought Ken S t i b l e r  d i d  a v e r y  good ;job wi th  

extremely limited resources both in s c l i o l a r s t ~ i p s  

and in money f o r  recruiting. Money for tra.ve1- 

ing, money for o t h e r  t h i n g s  were very  limited. 

He d i d  a very good job  i n  t h e  c a l i b e r  o f  tea.rns 

I he produced and t h e  s t y l e  o f  ba.ske-tba.11 t h e y  
i 
I 

i/ played.. 
I 

j 

I 

0 



Chapter 5 : Fa.culty Shaqing L i v e ~ - - ~ ~ T h e  Bisca,yne Ma,nft 

Severa l  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  f a c u l t y  members l e f t  

s t r o n g  impress ions  on t h e s e  p ioneer  s tuden t s .  In- n 

deed, t h e  c o l l e g e  has  from t h e  o u t s e t  pr ided  i t s e l f  

on t h e  q u a l i t y  of i t s  fa ,cu l ty ,  and t o  t h i s  da.y t h a t  

t r a ,d i  t i o n  cont inues .  Dan McIIugh appra,ise s Fa the r  

S u l l i v a n  : 

D.M. I remember Fa the r  Sul l iva,n ve ry  we l l .  

IIe wa.s t h e  D i r e c t o r  of Admissions when I app l i ed  . 
He was a l s o  head o f  t h e  Engl i sh  Department. I 

go t  t o  know him f a i r l y  wel l  over t h e  yea r s .  

IJe was a.1wa.y~ my f a v o r i t e  person on t h e  fa .cu l ty  

a,t F',isca.,yne. A f t e r  c o l l e g e  I corresponded. with 

him and r e a l l y  up u n t i l  t h e  t ime he d ied .  He 

was a.n extremely wel l  read person. I-Ie was a b l e  

t o  make cogent comments on j u s t  about any type  Qk 

of l i t e r a , t u r e  and t o  r e a l l y  r e l a t e  some t h i n g s  
Y 

that I guess  th.a,t normally a c o l l e g e  s tuden t  

would r e a l l y  pass  over. H e  had a, good memory 



! 
because when he r e t i r e d  he wars s e n t  t o  Resurrect ion 

I 

I ‘ %  i n  Dania,. I used t o  write t o  him t h e r e  and he 
I 

was ab le  t o  send a re fe rence  t o  George Wantlington 

IJnivers i ty  f o r  me years  a f t e r  I graduated t h a t  

I know he had t o  wr i t e  from rnernory. 1.t war: 

r e a l l y  q u i t e  accura te ,  i n  term8 01 reca.ll.ing 

I thi.ngs t h a t  had happened seven o r  e igh t  y e a r s  

before i n  d e t a i l  t h a t  I didn't even remember , 

I myself. He had those ma,rvelous blue eyes t h a t  

looked out  over  h i s  g l a s se s .  The end of h i s  nose 

was red from the  p r e s s u r e  of those ha7.f r i m s .  

I t h ink  he wore them when he didn't even ha.ve t o  

use them. I guess i t  wao jus t  p a r t  o f  h i m  and 

of cour se  he wan a chain smoker and h i s  f i n g e r s  

! were n i c o t i n e  s t a ined  a l l  t h e  time. He was qu.ite 

a. s t o r y  t e l l e r ,  q u i t e  a good s t o r y  t e l l e r .  And 

a goad g o l f e r ,  I ' m  t o ld .  

Drew I j a r r e t t ,  now on t he  f a , c ~ ~ l . l y  a t  Plorj-da Sta-te ,  

regarded both IQther McCarthy and Pa-ther Sul l iva ,n  wi th  

awe. 



D.D. Faether McCa,rthy never looked a,t a no te  . 
a l l  t h e  t ime I ha,d him i n  c 1 a . s ~ .  He began 

l e c t u r i n g  at  t h e  beginning of t h e  hour and 

stopped f i f t y  minutes l a t e r  without  looking  a t  

a no te ,  and every  word was i n  p lace .  Fa the r  

Su l l ivan ,  he seemed t o  l i v e  t o  teach .  He a . c tua .11~  

seemed t o  l i g h t  up, i t ' s  a c l i c h e  express ion ,  but  

t h a t  I s  how i t  seemed, he seemed t o  be physica, l ly  

transformed when he en te red  c l a s s .  And t h e  

background he had---Qxf ord,  f r i e n d  of  Tolkien,  

C.S. Lewis. What a  r i c h  educa,tion.. . 
John Peck speaks of D r .  Pedro Diaz and Father  Quinn: 

J.P. One t h - a t  impressed me was D r .  Dia,z, I 

had a  l o t  of c l a s s e s  wi th  him. But Fa,ther Q u i n n t s  
I 

t h e  one t h a t  s t i c k s  out  most i n  my mind. Pasether Ilr 

Quinn a1wa.y~ s t r u c k  me f o r  having a reason  f o r  
! 
i 

every th ing  he did. I ' d  gone through school  wi th  
I * 
f 

nuns and t h e y  took t h e  id.ea, t h e r e ' s  a. quo ta t ion  1 
1 

somewhere t h a t ,  "you sha, l l  become a,s l i t t l e  



c h i l d r e n  It, which I a,lwa,ys i n t e r p r e t e d  3 s  being 

innocen t  o r  s i n l e s s  a s  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n .  And I 

always had t h e  impress ion  t h a t  t h e y  thought  of 

t h a t  phrase ass meaning, Dont t ask any q u e s t i o n s .  

Be a.s t r u s t i n g  a s  l i t t l e  ch i ld re r l  and i t ' s  a.lmost 

l i k e  t h e  mind c l o s e d  down. But F a t h e r  Quinn 

had a r e a s o n  f o r  eve ry th ing .  If you would a s k  

I him w11y we b e l i e v e  t h i s  h e  would. t e l l  you and go 

back from A r i s t o t l e  and work up t o  Aquinas and 

show you a l l  t h e  s t e p s  tha, t  g o t  t o  any pa,rticula,ra 

p o i n t .  We s t a r t e d  out  wi th  A r i s t o t i l i a n  l o g i c  

which you c a n ' t  f i n d  anymore because t h e y  a lways  

t e a c h  symbolic l o g i c .  Well we went f rom t h a t  t o  

l.osophy and- 

meta,physics m a  it was just one cont inuous  f low.  

We a l s o  h a d  an  a,d,va.nced theo logy  with t u t o r i n g .  

One t ime I took a pl-lilosophy and a,dva.nced theology 

U course back t o  back and I swear we were running  

l a . t e  i n  t h e  theo logy  cour se ,  he j u s t  c losed  one 

textboolc and opened. a n o t h e r ,  i - t  wars l i k e  h e  j u s t  



never  stopped. t h e  l e c t u r e .  Because h i s  a,pproa.ch 

t o  theology was t h e  same as h i s  approach t o  . * 

philosophy and. t h e  two were in tegra ted . .  I wished 
* 

when I go t  i n t o  l a w  school  t h a t  I had taken  

mora,l philosophy und.er Fa ther  Quinn because h i s  

hammering, c u t  and d r i e d  type  of approach t o  

philosophy was whahat I needed more of i n  o rde r  

t o  f i t  i n t o  l a w  school  t h e r e .  I n  f a c t  t h e  

scho la . s t i c  phi losophy i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  anymore, 

i t ' s  gone, a t h i n g  of th-e p a s t .  I wish I had 

more of t h e  type o f  cha l l eng ing  work t h a t  was 

requ i red .  Fa.ther Quinn was an e x e r c i s e  f a,nat ic  

amd. he would. wa.lk each day and t h e  dogs would 

chase h.ix from t h e  nieghborhood and he was 

a.lways i n  t h e  Philosophy c l a s s e s  comparing t h e  

menta.l i ty of t h e  human being wi th  a dog. The 

wa,y a. dog p rece ives  t h i n g s  and t h e  wa,y we r e -  * 

ce ive  them, 
13 



J O B .  Did w e  ever e s t a b l i s h  whether Paether  

Quinn ever  was t h e  j i t t e r b u g  champion before  he 

joined t h e  o rder?  

I 

J o P *  Sure he was, Fa.-kher Su l l ivan  t o l d  me 

he was, The j i t t e r b u g  champion of Philadelphia. .  

And I a sked  Father Quinn about i t  once and h e  

t o l d  me, f o r g e t  t h a t ,  d .ongt  ever mention that 

again. I t  was a taboo sub j ec t  with him. I i e  was 

. t h e  c i t y  j i t t e r b u g  champion. Ile w a s  r e a l l y  spry ,  
I 

very  wiry. He r e a l l y  gaxe us  an exce l l en t  course  

i n  Philosophy, a tremendous course. 

J .P. I t r i e d  t o  exp la in  t o  s0rnebod.y once 

about Discaync and I ca,me up wi th  a k ind  of  

a Biocayne Man. Bas i ca l l y  we were a1,lnos-k a uniform 

product wi th  s p e c i a l i t i e s ,  because t he r e  was 
e , such a l a r g e  core sub j ec t  t h a t  a.11 of  u s  took, 

and then I added some Accounting courses  and. John 

a.dded. some E n g l i s h  courses  and D a n  Murray added 



1 1 4  

some ?lathema,tics courses .  But a l l  01 us  took 

t h e  same homogeneous body i n  t h e  middle of t h e  

philosophy, th.e theology,  t h e  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  Eng- 
0 

l i s h .  It  was a l l  t h e r e ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  core .  

Other schools  a-re s p e c i a l i z i n g  and t h e y  w i l l  be 

g rea t  wi th  f i g u r e s  but  t h e y  won't be a b l e  t o  

th ink .  You guys who grad-uated from high  school  

c a n ' t  t h i n k  y e t .  Not only  c a n ' t  you w r i t e  and 

you a r e  only  unilingua.1, bu t  you cam' t t h ink .  

So t h a t  was one of t h e  f irst  t h i n g s  t h a t  we were 

t a u g h t ,  was how t o  t h i n k  proper ly .  

5.13. Fa the r  S u l l i v a n  would g ive  u s  t e s t s .  

When w e  were freshmen, of course t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  

a,tmosphere i n  h igh  school  was as soon a s  you 

got  t h e  pa,per you could s tar t  w r i t i n g  immedia,tely 
rrr 

and everyone had t h e  f e e l i n g  tha.t t h e  t 

would wa,tch and see  who delayed. Anyon w o u ~ d  0 

! 

l o o k  ou-t t h e  window was su re  t o  f l u n k ,  had 

t o  w r i t e  a s  f a s t  as you could and 
I 

1 

you could.. I remember t h e  f i r s t  t,,, .. 



Ii'ather S u l l i v a n ,  wc? a l l  nla.rt;ed ri[;h l; o f f  t o  

write, you know, and answer t h e  queni,ion::. JIe 

sa.id, " ~ u s t  a rninute, don't r u s h  in- to  print, 

s t  before  you put  i t  down on paper .  

ThaA was h i s  expression on every t e s t ,  " D o n t t  

i rush in- to  p r i n t  gentlemen, t h i n k  .firs-t .  
i! 
a 
4 J.P. I remember d o i n g  t h a t  when I took  t h e  
t 

1 CPA exarn down h e r e ,  I mean t11a.t b e l l  star-tecl 

i 

i' 
and some guys s t a r t e d  w r i t i n g  l i k e  crazy,  and I 

s t a r t e d  l o o k i n g  through.  t h e  book a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  

then I went back and d i d  I a.lways made 

o u u i n c s  on t e s t s  i n  law school ,  i t  was F a t h e r  

S u l l i v a n  you know, you f i g u r e  out what you want 

to 'pu-t d.own f i rs t ,  t h e n  go back a n d  w r i t e  i t  i n .  

J .Re  Father  Sullivan and. Mr. 0 Pla.il i a .  bo th  

QI ha,d a k ind  of a. t h a n k f u l  wisdom that they  t r i e d  

t o  i m p a r t  t o  u s  and it's one o f  t h o ~ e  t h i n g s  
a 

- t h a t  you c a n ' t  q u i t e  grasp u n l e s s  you have had 

t h e  exper i ences  that t h e y  bo th  had. I know t h e y  



t r i e d  h"ard t o  give it t o  u s  and as t h e  y e a r s  go 

by more of i t  s i n k s  i n  a l l  t h e  time. Fa ther  

Quinnl s approach was more of an a+ca,demic, d i d a c t i c  

approach, wi th  tremendous f o r c e  but  my own 

impression o f  M r .  O'Mailia and. Faather Su l l ivan ,  

I t h i n k  they  impressed me t h e  most, I was most 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what they  ha,d t o  say. M r .  OIMa,ilia, 

i s  s t i l l  he re  o f  course,  i s n ' t  he? I guess  h e ' s  

t o l d  you about h i s  experience i n  Cuba., t h a t  they  

knocked a,t t h e  door one n i g h t  a,t midnight and 

they  supposedly found a box of hand grenades 

und-er h i s  bed. 

& . Where d i d  you heax t h a t ?  

J.B. M r .  O'Mailia used t o  t e l l  u s  exper iences  

l i k e  t h a t  a,Pter c l a s s ,  i f  we a s ~ o c i a ~ t e d .  with him 

he would expla in  some of t h e  exper iences  he had.. 

Tha.t was h i s  a r r e s t  record  t h e r e  by t h e  Cuban 

Militia. They f a b r i c a t e d  tha.t  t o  g e t  him out  of 

c o n t r o l  of t h a t  c o l l e g e  down t h e r e .  They put  him 

i n  pr i son .  And occa.ssiona.lly someone would ask 



him how l o n g  he was i n  p r i s o  

you t o  t h e  m i l  ong h 

le cou-~rl  t e l l  

I t k ~ m  Te 

ever, count  eve 

m n r r u n g  u l e y  would ~ h o o  

took l ings  t h e y  rn any morr 

and and sla.pped him on all laughed. at 

-+ha Da,CK and +rink h i m  h a c ~  60 h i s  c e l l .  Tha.t U L l U  

went ? t h e :  y had him some 

t he r  

So, t n a t  s tnc.  ..,.. 

thought  1 

e xpe 1-1. e ~ s c  t 

you. 

I t he  pra,ctica.l!+lr n f  l i f  

sleep 

few weeks ,"  

A TTe t o l d  us  - 

down t h e r  guess  

met he r  

11e was 



very  c l o s e  t o  no t  ma,lcing i t .  He l o s t  a.bout 
. 

t h i r t y  f i v e  pounds w i t h i n  a. few hours  i n  t h e  

a f t e rnoon  j u s t  t r e k i n g  a c r o s s  t h i s  d e s e r t .  So 

he and Fa.ther S u l l i v a n  ha.d exper iences  l i k e  t h a t ,  

t h a t  made a g r e a t  impression on me. Pasther I 

S u l l i v a n  w a s  t e l l i n g  us  one t ime about World. War I 

11, he was i n  Ber l in ,  i n  about 1933. H e  was 
1 

t e l l - i n g  us  about t h e  Hit l -er  youth. He s a i d  he I 

ha,d no sympathy f o r  t h e  Germans a f t e r  t h e  war 1 I 
i 
i 

because he s a w  how t h e y  were before  t h e  war. He 1 
i 

remembered t h e  H i t l e r  youths  mazching i n  t h e  b i g  1 
I 

! 
pa.rade i n  B e r l i n ,  how e n t h u s i a s t i c  they  were, 

I 

t h e y  wa,nted war, t h e y  wanted t o  conquer t h e i r  

neighbors.  They wanted I-Litler t o  go ahea,d.. He 

s a i d .  what a change from t h a 3  t o  1945, how a . f t e r  

t h e  war they  a l l  denied any a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  
I 

U 

t h a t  s p i r i t .  But those  men who have had ex- 

pe r i ences  l i k e  t h a t  ma,ke a tremendous impression & 

on s tuden t s .  A t  th .a t  t ime Biscayne wars physica.l ly 
I 

unremarkable--a few b u i l d i n g s  and a hundred 



But t h e  f a r 3 1 n l t  

was most impressive, secona t o  none. 



Chapter 6 :  Gra.d.uation Da,y--The Class of '66 Ma,kes 

I i i  s t o r y  

On June 6,  1966 Biscayne College gradua,ted i t s  
I 

f i r s t  c l a s s .  Only n ine  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  t h i r t y - f o u r  

had. survived t h e  f o u r  yea.rs. At 5 p.m. t h e r e  wa.s a, 

Bacca. la ,urreat  i n  t h e  chapel  a.t Kennedy Ha,ll. Then 

they  . .  proceeded t o  C a r r o l l  H a l l  f o r  t h e  commencement 
I 

a , c t i v i t i e s .  Fa the r  Quinn gave t h e  i n ~ o c a ~ t i o n .  Fa the r  

S u l l i v a n  made t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  of  t h e  candida tes  f o r  i 
! 
i 

graduakion. Faether McCarthy and Paether Ja,mes Sherman, i 
1 

t h e  Prior-Provincia , l ,  confer red  t h e  degrees .  Dea,n I 

Henry McGinnis of t h e  Gra,duate School of Socia,l Work I I 
I 
I 

I a t  Barry College gave t h e  commencement a,ddress. i , 
I 

Bishop Cazro l l ,  a f t e r  whom t h e  b u i l d i n g  t h e y  I 
t 
t 

were i n  was named and t h e  ma.n whose i d e a  i t  had been I 
I 

some s i x  y e a r s  e a r l i e r  t o  haeve a Cakholic men's 
P 

I 

c o l l e g e  i n  M i a m i ,  s a i d  t h e  benedic t ion .  The n ine  
I 

gradua.tes and t h e i r  f r i e n d s  and f a m i l i e s  and t h e  1 
? 
I 

Biscayne f a c u l t y  and s t a . f f  of a.bout twenty-f i  : cu- I 

i 
I 

p i ed  b a r e l y  a th i rd .  o f  t h e  room. 
! t 

I 



A :few h o i ~ r s  l a t e r  -Lllerc vat.; a dinr lc .xb  p:-~,rl;y .Tor 

Country Club that;  had  r e c e n t l y  been carvcd  o u t  o.f 

a cow pa,sturc! and Rawgra.ss some th ree  o r  f o u r  miles 

west of t he  col1ey;e. P r i d e  permea.ted t h e  f a c u l t y  

and pa ren t  :;--a w e l l  f oundod p r i d e ,  f o r  t h e  p,ra.dua.te:: 

would i~ecorne d o c t o r s  and 1n .wyern  and acc:ounta.nts and 

hang t11a.t f i rs t  j i i  gcayne ( j o l l e ~ e  (3 cgrae promi.nen-tly 

i n  t h e i r  oak pcvlclcd. o f f i c e s .  

That n i g h t ,  accord ing  t o  John Doyle, was " the  

only  t ime I saw Pa,ther f , u l l i v a n t  n f o r m a l i t y  mel t ."  

There were d r i n k s  and s t o r i e s ,  reminiscences on the  

p a r t  o f  t h e  assembled e l d e r s .  A t  one p o i n t  John w e n t  

o u t s i d e  t o  en joy  the  n o i s e s  thah  a g o l f  course  makes 

i n  t h e  t r o p i c s  a t  nigh-t. Then he hea rd  a voice ,  a, 

human voice,  "a remarkably b e a u t i f u l  vo ice .  H e  loolted 

+* ba,clc toward the clubhouse . ltI t was lQat her 81d.l iva.n 

s i n g i n g  I1Da.nny Boy It, and I was amazed t h a t  he had 
3 

such a b e a u t i f u l  vo ice ,  i t  c a r r i e d  s o  wel-l, so..  . 
sweetly. I' 





A pre-dawn exercise  i n  nosta,lp;ia., a panty r a i d  

on Barry College,  r e s u l t e d  i n  dozens o f  arrests and 

l i s c a . y n e f s  f i r s t  n a t i o n a l  p u b l i c i t y .  * 

I n  t h o  e a r l y  ' 7 0 ' s  -the Dolphins  came, a.nd then 

the  O r i o l e s ,  30 t h a t  it becadme r o u t i n e  t o  readd 

r e f e r e n c e s  t o  Eiscayne College i n  %he s p o r t s  s e c t i o n s  

o f  newspapers and magazines througl-lout t h e  co~ln- t ry .  

Howard Cose l l  d i d  a. t h r e e  hour ,  two p a r t  s p e c i a l  on 

ARC from our campus, and r e g u l a r l y  plugged t f M i r t r n i t s  

Risca,yne College na,tionwide on I4ond ay Night J?ootba,l-1. 

lpather Sp i ra le  d i d n ' t  l i v e  t o  see i t ,  b u t  he  go-t 

h i s  m o n a s t e ~ y  f o r  t h e  p r i e s t s  i n  1366. A pool ,  a 

motel-convention c e n t e r ,  and. a new classroom-student 

a c - L i v i t i e s  b u i l d i n g  fo l lowed,  n o t  t o  men-tiion f o u r  

b a s e b a l l  f i e l d s ,  a t e n n i s  c o u r t ,  two football f i e l d s ,  

and a s o c c e r  f i e l d .  A s  t h i n  i s  w r i t t e n  b u l l d o z e r s  

are c l e a r i n g  t h e  l and  f o r  a f ive- rn i l l ion  d.ol1a.r 

l i b r a r y .  



For many t h e  ca.mpus became t r u l y  self-contained.  

as t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a. d a r i n g  d e c i s i o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  7 0 ' s  

t o  t u r n  t h e  overs ized  book s t o r e  i n t o  a  stud-ent-run 
r 

campus rat!lskella.r,  a f irst  f o r  a  PI-orida. co l l ege .  

The " r a t u  became a p lace  t o  soc ia , l i ze  a f t e r  your n i g h t  
I 

cl-ass,  and. of an evening you would find.  s tud-ents  and I 

p r o f e s s o r s  and p r i e s t s  and c h i e f s  o f  p o l i c e  t h e r e  
1 

enjoying  t h e  harmony o f  t h e  s t i l l  small but  growing I 
f ami ly  c a l l e d  Bisca.yne College. 1 

I 
Enrollment doubled, doubled aga in ,  t hen  doubled i 

* / 
i 

a.ga.in. S t r a i n e d  t o  capac i ty ,  t h e  c o l l e g e  began o f f e r -  i 
i n $  n i g h t  c la , sses  and summer c l a s s e s  and weekend 

i 
I 

I c l a s s e s ,  avld j u s t  t o  be s a f e  added t h r e e  more ca,mpuses. I I 
I 

But l e t ' s  go bade f i f t e e n  yeass  t o  t h a t  p a r t y  
I 

a,t lliarni Lakes t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  f i r s t  gradua.tion i n  

1966. One o f  t h e  p a r e n t s  i s  posing Father  Su l l ivan ,  

Adrienne lioberson, and Father  PlcCarthy f o r  a p i c t u r e .  P 

They a,re hold ing  d r i n k s  and Adrienne i s  between t h e  
l' 

two p r i e s t s .  T h e  photograqher i s  s e t t i n g  t h e  f la ,sh,  



.-. -- -1 t h e  room is  x u l l  o f  joyXul no 

you can j 

w i l l  "- - 

u s t  m irn sa.; 

kl appe 

3 one; 

1.11 H 

s who 

i s e  a 

r's 3,rl 

"Oh , 
d o v e r  t h e  n o i s e  

ppr'ecia..te it b u t  us.  

go-t Bisca.yne s t a r t e d ,  



' t , '  - . ' 

. ' I  

Fr. James Donnellon, O.S.A.,:;;~~V~W~ an 
2 

artist's sketch of Kennedy Hal! in ther first , ,, 

days of Biscayne. Fr. Edwaed McCarfhy, - '  

O.S.A., Biscayne's first president, sits on the 

far left, as Archbishop Coleman Carroll sits 

behind Fr. Donnellon p?mpF 
~i$&~, . nr :.$i 
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