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News of great Joy, a vior is born9

—Luke



Poland faces difficult year, says Archbishop Glemp
WARSAW, Poland (NC) —

Poland faces a difficult year in 1983
because many Poles will begin the
new year with feelings of depression,
apathy, bitterness and discourage-
ment, said Archbishop Jozef Glemp
of Gniezno and Warsaw in a pastoral
letter marking Christmas and New
Year.

Depression, apathy* bitterness and
discouragement constitute serious
threats to spiritual life, and "on these
shifting interior foundations, it is dif-

ficult to build the social order," said
the archbishop.

THE PASTORAL letter was issued
Dec. 14, two days after Poland's
chief of state, Gen. Wojciech
Jaruzelski, announced plans to lift
martial law partially by the end of
1982.

It was the first major public state-
ment by a leader of the Polish
Catholic Church since Jaruzelski's
announcement, which also said that
the government would retain some

SURFING SANTA — Santa Claus steers a surf boat ashore at the Australian
east coast resort community of Surfers Paradise. Christmas comes at the
height of Australia's summer with temperatures often hitting 100 degrees. The
Santa, appropriately enough, is played by a local businessman named Max
Christmas. (NC photo from Australian Information Service.)

Supreme court strikes down church veto
law

WASHINGTON (NC) — States and local communities cannot give churches
the power to veto the granting of liquor licenses to nearby bars, the Supreme
Court ruled Dec. 13. By an 8-1 vote the justices struck down a Massachusetts law
that granted such veto power to churches within 500 feet of any establishment
seeking a liquor license. The owners of Grendel's Den, a restaurant near Harvard
University, challenged the law after they were unable to obtain a liquor license in
1977 when the Holy Cross Armenian Catholic Church, located about 10 feet
away, objected. Both New York and New Jersey also have such laws. Connecti-
cut law gives the licensing authority discretion to consider objections by nearby
churches and schools, a method the court implied would pass constitutional mus-
ter.

Church should train more priests as
theologians, Pope says

VATICAN CITY (NC) — The church should train more priests to be theo-
logians, Pope John Paul II told a group of French bishops Dec. 16. Meeting in
the Vatican with 11 bishops from central France, the pope said, "The fewer
priests there are, the more the word of each of them ought to be clear and clari-
fying, capable in a dark time of responding in the name of the church to the hopes
of many. How is this possible without qualified theologians?"The pope added
that the progressive secularization of culture demands the development among
the laity of "a deepening in the faith which is always more knowledgeable."

special measures aimed at maintain-
ing public order. Prior to Jaruzelski's
speech Polish government officials
had hinted that martial law would be
completely lifted.

The pastoral letter made no specific
mention of Jaruzelski's plan, but it
painted a bleak picture of Poland's
prospects for 1983.

Archbishop Glemp, primate of the
Polish church, said that many
families were faced with a serious
shortage of food.

A national community should be
based on "solid moral principles,"
the archbishop said, such as the social
dignity of each person.

DESPITE THE difficulties- fore-
cast for 1983, Archbishop Glemp
said, faith allows a person to see it
also as a "year of hope."

The visit of Polish-born Pope John
Paul II, scheduled to begin on June
18, 1983, promises to be a concrete
sign of Christian hope, Archbishop
Glemp said.

Lebanese Christians should be con-
sidered "freedom fighters," political ad-
visor says

PEORIA, 111. (NC) — For eight years Lebanese Christians have faced persecu-
tion and should be considered "freedom fighters," said Alfred Mady, a political
adviser to Lebanese President Amin Gemayel. "Catholics in Lebanon have been
persecuted. . . and from a human rights point of view, the church should be
aware and involved in trying to save that little nation from destruction." Mady, a
34-year-old Maronite Catholic and Lebanese citizen, was in Peoria to address
Lebanese students at Bradley University. He is director of the Lebanese Informa-
tion and Research Center in Washington. In an interview with the Catholic Post,
Peoria, diocesan newspaper, Mady said the intervention of Syrian, Israeli and
Palestine Liberation Organization forces in his country has caused its problems.

Amnesty International "adopts" Coptic
Pope

JERSEY CITY, N.J, (NC) — Amnesty International has adopted Pope
Shenouda III, under house arrest in a monastery in Egypt, as a "prisoner of cons-
cience," the New Jersey-based American Coptic Association reported Dec. 2. In
1981 Egyptian President Anwar Sadat stripped the authority from Pope
Shenouda, spiritual leader of an estimated 8 million Coptic Orthodox Christians
in Egypt and several million abroad, and exiled him to a Coptic monastery at
Wadi Natroun, Egypt. The action was part of a massive round-up of some 1,500
Moslem extremists, Coptic Christians and other individuals which Sadat under-
took just a month before a Moslem group assassinated him. Most of those ar-
rested in that round-up have been freed, but Pope Shenouda remains without
authority and unable to leave the monastery. Because Amnesty International has
now adopted the religious leader as a prisoner of conscience, its members will
begin efforts to get Egyptian authorities to lift the restrictions on him.

Brazilian court upholds convictions of
French missionaries

BRASILIA, Brazil (NC) — Brazil's Superior Military Court has upheld the
convictions of two French missionaries accused of planning an ambush in which
one person was killed. But in what it said was a humanitarian gesture, the military
court reduced the sentences of the two priests, Fathers Francois Gouriou and
Aristides Camio. The two were originally convicted June 22 of violating the Na-
tional Security Law by inciting peasants to "collective disobedience to the law
and to class struggle." The court's decision in early December reduced Father
Camio's sentence from 15 years to 10 years, and Father Gouriou's term from 10
to eight years. Also convicted were 13 peasants accused of participating in the
ambush, and the military court upheld their convictions and sentences. The con-
victions can still be appealed to the Military Supreme Court.

S. Korean prisoners con-
vert to Catholicism

VATICAN CITY (NC) — Ninety-
eight prisoners in a South Korean jail
were baptized and received into the
Catholic Church Nov. 11, Vatican
Radio reported Dec. 13.

The Jesuit-run radio station said
Catholic sources in Asia have only
now announced details of the event,
which took place at a maximum
security jail near the South Korean
capital of Seoul.
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Coming home

By Betsy Kennedy
Voice Staff Writer

Church bells peal the joy of the
season; like the crackling yuletide
fire, the air is bright with the spirit of
brotherhood as Christmas the world
over prepare to celebrate the birth of
Jesus Christ.

But what of the many Catholics
and persons of other denominations
who have fled the churches in mis-
understanding or anger over the
years, unable to find their way back?
Like children lost on a dark and stor-
my night, they may long to feel the
loving arms of Jesus around them
again and "come home" to their
faith this Christmas.

Parishes throughout the Arch-
diocese have been conducting such
a campaign this Advent, responding
to an appeal from Archbishop Ed-
ward A. McCarthy. The Archbishop
has also asked each Catholic to bring
one person "home" to Christmas
Mass this week.'

The following personal stories tell
of two married couples who "came
home" after years of isolation, miss-
ed connections and spiritual longing.
Both the Brown and DeMarinis
families are members of St. Louis
parish. Their enthusiasm and
testimony serve as an inspiration for
others who are struggling to "come
home."

Dora and Bob's story
Dora Day Brown was what some

call a "fallen away" Catholic. For 20
years she had turned away from the
kinship of the Church family.

She was a 'cradle' Catholic from a
Spanish family who devotedly prac-
ticed the faith. The laws of the
Church were a matter of rigid and un-
questionable reality to her as she grew
up.

"I got married quite young, was
divorced, married again, had a son,
then a second divorce — in all I made
a mess of my life, which became quite
mpty," she said.

' Then an incident occurred which
added to her mounting sense of guilt
and personal failure. A priest at the
church she attended reproached her
for her marital difficulties. She felt as
if a bridge that connected her with the
Church had suddenly exploded, leav-
ing only an abyss of pain.

Like the bitter Scrooge from "A

Catholic couples took
long way, made it

As part of the Archdiocese of Miami's "Come Home for Christmas" campaign and a community-wide "Share the Light"
effort, bumperstickers like the ones Archbishop Edward McCarthy places on his car were distributed to parishes through-
out the Archdiocese last weekend. Their message: "Keep Christ in Christmas" and "Crime Solution: God and Family."
(Voice photo by Robert O'Steen)

Christmas Carol," Dora Day was
haunted by the ghosts of her past er-
rors. She felt locked away from the
Church by her guilt and loneliness.

Archbishop
McCarthy's
Christmas
message

Crime, violence
and the Star of

Bethlehem... P. 12

'Miracles happened'
Then she met a young man named

Bob Brown and the couple fell in
love. Although they were not
originally married in the Catholic
Church, Dora began to feel a desire
to return to Mass. They attended St.
Louis in Kendall and then "miracles
happened" for both the Browns.

"We met Fr. David Russell,
(former pastor of St. Louis) who is
deeply filled with the Catholic spirit.
He really cares for his fellow man. I
talked to him frequently about my
problems and he suggested I seek an
annulment."

Through Fr. Russell's encourage-
ment, Brown overcame her fears and
consulted with marriage tribunal of-
ficials.

"I was so nervous the day I walked
in I asked the priest if I could smoke
. . . then I forgot to," said Dora.

After six months, the annulment
was granted and the Browns were

welcomed back to the Church. A
Catholic marriage ceremony was held
at St. Louis.

But for Bob, violence was the
catalyst that put him at the Church
doorstep.

"To be precise, it was February 22,
1979 when I realized that my very
presence on earth was determined by
the Lord."

After serving as a police officer for
22 years, Bob Brown found himself
confronting a moment of destiny that
is the policeman's ugliest nightmare.

"I interrupted an armed robbery
and assault in progress and found
myself facing a firearm at point blank
range. The exact reason he did not
pull the trigger, only he (the criminal)
can say for sure, but in the ensuing
moments I was able to remove myself
from the line of fire, draw my
weapon and prevail in a confronta-
tion with him."

(Continued on page 4)
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Second coming is 'best'
(Continued from page 5)

When the terrible encounter had
ended, Bob felt the Lord had spared
his life for very pre-determined
reasons.

'Wondrous gift'
"I was thankful not only to have a

longer life, but that I would have time
to make myself more acceptable to
God . . from that time on, I have
become alive in the spirit.

"I wish everyone could come to
this realization and know the joy of
being spiritually alive beyond which
everything falls into place. What a
wondrous gift of awareness of the
Holy Spirit for me this season."

"The Lord continued to do great
things in our lives," said Dora. Bob
studied to become a Catholic and she
often accompanied him to seminars,
films and classes. According to Dora,
her reunion with the Church also
meant a new education in its truth
and structure.

"As a child, most of what I learned
was memorization and recitation.
Through Bob's classes, I learned for
the first time what it truly meant to be
a Catholic . . . I discovered who I was
and where I was going."

The years of burden began to slip
away and she changed from a 'con-

servative' to a 'progressive' Catholic.
The new positive energies of her faith
were channeled into the lay ministry.

Together, she and her husband at-
tend Bible classes at St. Louis. They
have participated in campaigns to

Brown wishes to offer encouragement
to other Catholics who long to come
back to the fold but feel unable to.

"We must ask Our Lord to change
our lives . . . He alone knows what is
best for us. Then we must allow the

'At first I tried to pressure him into attending
Mass, but it just didn't work. Then my minister
suggested that I also attend so that he would
not have any excuses about the differences in
our religions.'

distribute food to the poor. And
more recently, they have made a deci-
sion to become eucharistic ministers.

'Ask the Lord'
The joyful changes manifested in

her life would have happened sooner,
said Dora, if "I had only asked for
God's forgiveness and asked him to
change my life. I have an insatiable
thirst to help others . . . I see Jesus in
everyone I meet. I know that faith is a
gift of God which we cannot earn
ourselves . . . I can relate to the Holy
Spirit and know he is very much alive
in me."

Now that she has triumphed and
come home for Christmas, Dora

i
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Holy Spirit to work within us. The
Catholic Church has changed and is
continually developing, unfolding
and growing in its understanding of
itself and its people. It is a love
relationship with Christ, the Trinity
and one anothter," she said.

Pat and Carol's story
"I was raised to be a traditional

Catholic and a traditional Italian,"
said Pat DeMarinis,

When he reached the 10th grade,
Pat's parents decided to transfer him
to military school. It was there he
rebelled against his Catholicism and
felt a need to exercise the "free will"
he believed he did not experience in
parochial school. From that point on,
Pat slipped further away from the
Church family.

It was not until his engagement to
his Lutheran fiancee; Carol, that he
attempted to reconcile with the
Church, and even'then it was "to
make the parents happy and be mar-
ried by a priest." A parish priest in
his hometown of New York City was
contacted for pre-marital counseling.
But he and Pat had a confrontation
which broaded the misunderstandings
of Pat's childhood.

"He told me I would go to hell if I
did not raise my children in the
faith," said Pat.

Pat separated himself further from
practicing his faith after marriage,
although Carol was a "spirit-filled
and born-again Christian" who reg-
ularly practiced her own religion.
Ironically, it was her conversion to
Catholicism that led her husband
back to the fold.

"At first I tried to pressure him in-
to attending Mass, but it just didn't
work. Then my minister suggested
that I also attend so that he would not
have any excuses about the dif-
ferences in our religions."

It worked. Pat's interest was pi-
qued and eventually he joined a
men's retreat group for the weekend.
It was there he began the long journey
home. Once he arrived, he found that
the overly stern and authoritarian
Church of his childhood no longer ex-
isted.

"It used to be that priests never
made house calls and doctors did.
Now priests make housecalls and doc-
tors don't, he said.

"Now I feel that priests are on my
level. I can talk to them. It is no
longer, 'father this or father, that,'
but they are people who are very
human that I can go to com-
fortably."

Intercommunion
When the DeMarinis family — Pat,

Carol and four of their five children
— moved to Miami, it was two years

before they made a permanent
commitment to Catholicism. While
living in New York, the more liberal
parish priest had allowed Carol to
receive Holy Communion. When sh-
approached a Miami priest, he sa
there was no policy of open Commu-
nion.

At first, Carol was resentful
because she felt sincere in her belief
that she was truly receiving the "body
and blood" of Christ.

The couple visited churches of
other denominations, including
Pentecostal, Carol's Lutheran family
and several others.

"It gave me a chance to dissolve
the stigma I felt," said Pat — "and a
priest friend of mine said it did not
matter about our allegiance if Jesus
Christ was at the center."

At St. Louis parish, Pat felt a new-
found'joy in his life.

"The people helped bring me back
. . . it was a one-on-one basis and a
real sense of community . . . Even if
my job tranferred me to a distant city
today, I would feel eager and willing
to join in a new parish. I know that if
I fall, someone in the community will
be there to pick me up again."

For Carol, total acceptance of
Church rules and customs did not
come immediately a/ter she made the
decision to convert to her husband's
faith.

"I talked to Fr. Michael Kisch at
St. Louis. At first I could not help
feeling a little resentment at rules like
confession, Holy Days of Obligation
and such. But then I prayed and I
realized that the rules which seemed
unimportant to me were just as
significant as the larger laws, such as
'thou shalt not steal.'

"Coming home to the Catholic
Church meant coming home to a
Church that was filled with deep
tradition and history . . . it meant
finding a Church that did not con-
demn or criticize other religions, one
that had the courage to examine its
own past and admit mistakes . . . not
many churches will do that," she
said.

Work with youth
Once their lives were aligned in

mutual prayer and belief, the
DeMarinis marriage grew even more
fruitful. They wanted to share their
new love of Jesus with othe'
Because they have five children ran,,,
ing in age from 16 to a newborn,
youth ministry seemed the most
rewarding path. On Wednesday
nights they work with a group of
teens involved in "New Life"
endeavors. The couple also coaches
the co-ed St. Louis softball team.

When Pat reflects on what his
deepened faith has meant to him this
Christmas, he described how it has
also changed his professional life.

As a salesman in a competitive
field, daily performance is essential to
his success.

"The one week I missed Mass was
the worst week at work I ever had.
Becoming a good Catholic has actual-
ly made me a better salesman."

And to those who long to step
through Church doors and celebrate
the blessings of the season, Pat offers
his own life as testimony.

"For me, the second homecoming
has been the best of all."
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Get involved, teens urged
Special Mass for youths
and parents at St. Gregory's

By George Kemon
Special to The Voice

Come home, home to Church,
scores of Broward youths were urged
last week at a special Mass for teens
and their parents.

Do not say "but I am only a
youth," they were told but get in-
volved in the parish and with each
other as evangelists.

Students who attend St. Thomas
Aquinas High School in Ft. Lauder-
dale, and their parents were honored
at a Mass last Sunday morning at St.
Gregory Parish in Plantation.

Father Martin J. Cassidy, Pastor,
said they have some 368 students
from St. Gregory's who attend
Aquinas High and the purpose of the
Mass was to speak with the students
about greater participation in their
parish and in the activities of the
church.

In his homily to the students, Fr.
Cassidy said, "The very existence of
this Mass this morning with our stu-
dents and their parents from St.
Thomas High School is a sign to the
whole community that faith is still vi-
brant in our midst. Yet the anxiety
persists, with some reason that God
may be increasingly ignored and that
the Church of the future will be
smaller numerically and weaker
spiritually than it is now."

"AND IT IS into this situation of
anxiety and hope, of change and chal-
lenge; of danger and opportunity that
you, our youth, are sent. And I use
the word 'sent' advisedly. You are
called by God as Jeremiah was; you
are appointed by Christ- as his Dis-
ciples were. 'And I have commis-
sioned you to go out and bear fruit,
fruit that will last.' "

"You were never meant to be pas-
sive spectators of the changing times
or stranded victims of a receding
tide," continued Fr. Cassidy, "you
are sent by God to make your own
history in His name."

"You are indispensable. Do not
say with Jeremiah, 'I am only a
youth.' It is precisely because of your
youth that you have such a vital apos-
tolic role in rhodern times. In an age
when tradition is losing its momen-
tum, when family influence is less
conclusive than before, the apostolate
of youth to youth is not just desira-
ble, but essential. Each generation in
the U.S. is to be saved for Christ, and
it must be saved largely from within.

"IT IS NOT just a question of
holding onto the young. It is a ques-
tion of the young evangelizing one
another. And you will be enabled to
do that, not just because you have an
ear for the rhythm of your time, not
just because you have the vigor to
support others, but you have God's
strength to. support you. 'Do not be
afraid of them for I am with you to
protect you.' "

!?:••?:•'£ :.i'^:::5":*::"-:S:5i'::":^::^:::::i^:'S:
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Parents are greeted by a Sister at special Mass.

Father Cassidy concluded by say-
ing, "Christians young or old make
no spiritual impact unless they are
converted themselves. We are not
called just to believe in the death and
resurrection of Christ; we are called
to live it. We must talk about con-
verts to Catholicism where as many
of us are not converted at all. Bap-
tized, yes! Converted, no! The Chris-
tian is, above all, a changed person,
one who has discovered Christ as his
personal Lord and is surrendering to
Him in every area of life."

"YOUTH OF St. Gregory," said
Fr. Cassidy, "might I have the temer-
ity to ask you one last question? Is
Christ, the son of God, your personal
Lord? Are you surrendering to Him?
Where do you go from here? Home,
of course. The Hebrew word for con- •
version means 'come home'. Don't
go. Come! Come home to the peace
of Christ."

St. Gregory's pastor said that it is
planned that all the churches in the
area who have children at St. Thomas
will honor them at Masses in the indi-
vidual parishes and speak with them
about evangelization on the student
level.

Father Cassidy alluded to church
meetings and groups within the
parishes that seemed peopled by only
those middle-aged or older and there
are very few youths present or in-
volved.

It was Father's theme to the stu-
dents that they become involved in
parish activities and thereby assert
their evangelization among them-
selves and others.
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EMERGENCY POWERS TOO GREAT

Polish bishops hit new law
WARSAW, Poland (NC) — The

Polish bishops protested aspects of
the government's plan to end martial
law, saying that the legislation would
still give the communist government
many emergency powers to use as it
wishes.

The bishops voiced their opposi-
tion in a letter sent to the presidium
of the Sejm, Poland's Parliament, on
Dec. 16. On Dec. 18, however, the Se-
jm approved the legislation and on
Dec. 19 the Council of State,
Poland's collective presidency, for-
mally announced that martial law will
be suspended on Dec. 31. Martial law
was imposed on Dec. 13, 1981.

The Sejm approved, with no op-
posing votes and only nine absten-
tions, the legislation opposed by the
bishops. That legislation, which
amends the civil and criminal code,
gives the govenment the power to sus-
pend martial law or reimpose it at any
time.

After the suspension of martial law
the government would no longer have
the automatic right to intern people
without trial, impose a curfew,
regulate citizens' movements within
Poland, prohibit all kinds of public
gatherings and protests, or forcibly
take possession of private apartments
or the produce of private farmers.

The bishops' letter, signed by
Archbishop Jozef Glemp of Warsaw
and Gniezno, president of the Polish
Bishops' Conference, and Auxiliary
Bishop Bronislaw Dabrowski of War-

saw, secretary of the Bishops' con-
ference, said many clauses in the
legislation cause moral "doubts,
reservations or even opposition."

THE BISHOPS SAID passage of
the legislation could further under-
mine the "credibility of the
authorities" because in some cases it
makes possible more severe legal
repression than exists under martial
law.

The bishops complained that,
under the legislation, workers in
many key industries would not be
allowed to resign without the agree-
ment of management. This regula-
tion, they said, put a worker in the
same position "as a peasant in feudal
times."

Several "imprecise" new regula-
tions, the bishops said, provide a
pretext for "unjust and arbitrary
decisions." They criticized a clause

Greeley column ends
• C o d y a u d i t r e s u l t s . . . P. 8

FAIRWAY, Kan. (NC) — Father Andrew Greeley, sociologist, novelist and
columnist, has decided to stop writing his weekly syndicated column for the
Catholic press, according to a spokesman for Universal Press Syndicate. The
last column is dated Dec. 27.

Lee Salem, the syndicate's editorial director, has notified subscribing Cath-
olic papers of the decision, the spokesman said. He said about 30 Catholic
newspapers subscribe to the column, which has been syndicated by Universal
Press Syndicate since 1974.

The syndicate spokesman said Father Greeley had indicated that he was not
able to give as much attention to writing the column as he would like and that
he was interested in returning to a more active role in the priesthood.

The spokesman said he did not know whether any decision had been made
about discontinuing another column which Father Greeley writes for secular
publications.

Father Greeley is a professor of sociology at the University of Arizona and
senior study director at the University of Chicago's National Opinion Re-
search Center.

The column has stirred controversy. Last winter, four diocesan newspapers
dropped the column and three bishops publicly announced decisions to con-
tinue it in their diocesan newspapers.

providing for a sentence of up to
three years in prison for anyone
"who undertakes action with the aim
of causing public unrest or distur-
bances."

"Such elastic formulas can only
lead to the creation of a kind of
psychological terror," the bishops
said.

They said that entirely new penal
sanctions had been introduced into
the labor code and a wider number of
factories would be subject to special
repressive measures.

The legislation would allow pro-
secutors or judges to authorize
wiretapping and mail opening
without notifying the person involved
and to use the findings as evidence in
court.

THIS REGULATION, the bishops
said, is contrary to constitutional
guarantees for the secrecy of cor-
respondence. They said it also created
a new category of crime.

The bishops said several new
regulations undermine reforms in-
troduced by the Government. For ex-
ample, they described as "purely
decorative" the reactivation of
workers' self-management in industry
since the new workers' councils can
be dissolved at any time and their
right to elect managers would be
suspended.
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RELIGIOUS SHOP
230 S. Cypress Road

Pompano Beach, FL 33060
Telephone 785-0101
CCD Headquarters
Statuary, Bibles,
Rosaries, Books

Christmas Cards & Gifts

Open Tuesday thru Saturday
10 A.M. to 4 P.M.

Exit I-95 Atlantic Blvd. East
2 Blocks South of Atlantic Blvd.

HARRIS

IMPERIAL
HOUSE

A1A at Atlantic Blvd. Pompano Beach

The Most Modern of Midways
May to October

Contact Ohio Office
2135 Massillon Road
Akron, Ohio 44312

Phone (216) 644-5768

October to May
Contact Miami Office

12777 N.E. 14th Avenue
Miami, Florida 33161
Phone (305) 891-3328

* * * RIDES & SHOWS * * *
FOR ALL FUNDRAISING EVENTS

"SERVING ALL SOUTHEAST FLORIDA COUNTIES"
WE THANK THE FOLLOWING CHURCHES & SCHOOLS

St. Patrick Holy Family St. Rose of Lima
St. James St. Stephen Annunciation
St. Agatha St. Benedict St. Boniface

St. Jerome Miami Lakes High Our Lady Queen of Peace

University of Miami Carni Gras

• • • FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT ROBERTMEGERLE. PRESIDENT• •

COLLIER COUNTY
3196 Davis Blvd.

Naples
775-2907

DADE COUNTY
Warehouse and Store

2375 Northwest 149th St.
Opa-Locka
688-8601

12003-N.W. Seventh Avenue
North Miami

15 S.E. First Avenue
Hialeah

19160 West Dixie Hwy.
Ojus

AID THE POOR
by donating RESALABLE FURNITURE, clothing, merchandise to

St. Vincent de Paul Stores
ALL OUR PROFIT
GOES TO THE POOR

CALL FOR
FREE

PICK UP

EVERYTHING YOU GIVE
IS TAX DEDUCTIBLE.
You get a Tax Receipt

BR0WARD COUNTY
2323 North Dixie Hwy.

Pompano Beach
942-2242

10113-5 Sunset Strip
Sunrise

748-4551

513 West Browa/d Blvd.
Ft. Lauderdale

462-0716

1090 South 56th Ave.
Hollywood
989-9548

PALM BEACH COUNTY
2647 Old Dixie
Riviera Beach

845-0562

2560 West Gate Ave
West Palm Beach

538 24th St.
West Palm Beach

CLERGY
APPAREL
& Supply, Inc.

7 South Andrews Avenue

Downtown Fort Lauderdale

764-6645
Church goods, altar ware;
vestments & cassocks in
stock or made-to-measure.

Open 9:00 A.M. to 5 P.M.
Saturday 9 A.M. to 3 P.M.

Christmas gifts,
Nativity Sets & Statues
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Bulgaria in plot
to shoot pope,
Italy charges

From NC News Service reports
ROME (NC) — Italian Defense

Minister Lelio Lagorio told Parlia-
ment Dec. 20 that Bulgaria was in-
volved in the May 1981 attempted
assassination of Pope John Paul II.

Lagorio, alluding to possible Soviet
participation in the plot, said the
assassination attempt was "a precau-
tionary and alternative solution" to a
military invasion of the pope's native
Poland.

"The Bulgarian lead in this crime,
therefore, raises and justifies the
most acute worries of inernational
politics," Lagorio added. He called
the attack on the pope a "true act of
war in peacetime."

The Italian team investigating the
May 13, 1981, papal assassination at-
tempt arrested one Bulgarian Nov.
25, charging him with "active com-
plicity" in the plot to kill the pope.

AN ARREST warrant has been
issued for a second Bulgarian, and
the chief investigator, Judge llario
Martella, has asked the Italian
foreign ministry to revoke the
diplomatic immuity of a third so that
an arrest warrant can be issued for
him.

Lagorio's report marked the first
official comment by the Italian
government on investigations that
have produced evidence of possible
Bulgarian secret service complicity in
the papal attack and other crimes.

The arrest warrants also have fed
speculation that the assassination plot
was masterminded by the Soviet
Union which used the Bulgarians to
carry out the plan.

Lagorio said that Mehmet Ali
Agca, the young Turk who was con-
victed of shooting the pope in St.
Peter's Square, has been talking to
police and has given information
about the help he allegedly received

jm the Bulgarians.
When Agca tried to kill the pope

police immediately theorized that
there may have been an international
terrorist conspiracy behind him. But
it is only now, a year and a half after
the deed, that substantial evidence is
surfacing which links Agca, through
the Bulgarian secret police, to the

alleged plot by top Soviet officials to
eliminate the pope.

ITALIAN investigators, acting on
the new confessions by Agca, also
have arrested or are seeking four
Turks on charges of complicity in the
assassination attempt.

If it can be proved that the
Bulgarian secret police were the
movers behind the conspiracy,
Western intelligence analysts argue,
this would place ultimate responsibili-
ty right on the doorstep of the
Kremlin's top leadership.

Last August Claire Sterling, an ex-
pert on international terrorism, and
author of the widely acclaimed 1981
book, "The Terror Network," made

Mehmet Ali Agca: Began talking to
authorities.

that claim in an article in Reader's
Digest. In September NBC-TV
reported the same conclusion in an
hour-long documentary.

Both Sterling and NBC newsman
Marvin Kalb theorized that Moscow
sought the pope's death because it

Sergei Ivanov Antonov: First Bulgari-
an arrested.

saw its Eastern European hegemony
threatened by Pope John Paul's
charismatic influence in his native
Poland, where the independent labor
union, Solidarity, was then a rapidly
growing force in a nationwide move-
ment to liberalize the country.

POPE'S NEW YEAR MESSAGE

Dialogue only way to peace
VATICAN CITY (NC) —

Dialogue, from the conference tables
of world leaders to discussions in
neighborhoods and families, is the in-
dispensable way to peace, said Pope
John Paul II in his message for the
World Day of Peace, celebrated by
Catholics on Jan. 1.

The pope called dialogue "an
essential condition" for peace and
said the 150 armed conflicts since the
end of World War II were examples
of situations where dialogue was un-
tried or was conducted under false
pretenses.

The 3,300-word message, released
by the Vatican Dec. 20 in seven
languages, was titled "Dialogue for
Peace, a Challenge for Our Time."

The pope addressed it to Govern-
ment leaders, international officials,
politicians, diplomats and "citizens
of each country."

The pope said that in the future
wars promise to be even "more terri-
ble" than in the past.

"IS IT NOT necessary to give
everything in order to avoid war, even
the 'limited war' thus euphemistically
called by those who are not directly
concerned in it, given the evil that

every war represents, its price that has
to be paid in human lives, in suffer-
ing, in the devastation of what would
be necessary for human life and
development?" the pope asked.

"Today, when even conventional
wars become so murderous, when one
knows the tragic consequences that
nuclear war would have, the need to
stop war or to turn aside its threat is
all the more imperious," he said.

"The Holy See will not grow weary
of insisting upon the need to put a
stop to the arms race through pro-
gressive negotiations, by appealing
for a reciprocity," the pope said.

"Instead of being at the service of
people, the economy is becoming
militarized," and "development and
well-being are subordinated to securi-
ty," he added.

"Science and technology are being
degraded into the auxiliaries of war,"
the pope said.

Dialogue for peace, the Pontiff
remarked, "cannot be dissociated
from dialogue for justice."

"The temptation to violence and
war," he said, "will always be pre-
sent in societies where greed and the
search for material goods impels a
wealthy minority to refuse the mass
of people the satisfaction of the most
elementary rights to food, education,
health and life."

Also recommended by the pontiff
was the creation of —"an interna-
tional juridical system which is more
receptive to the appeal of those whose
rights are violated" and which has an
effective means of making its authori-
ty respected.

1 You can depend upon'
365 MIRACLE MILE

CORAL GABLES

915 E. LAS OLAS
FT. LAUOERDALE

BUY AMERICAN 'BUY AMERICAN • BUY AMERICAN

\ 4
Flowers
Lighting

OVER 3000 LIGHTING FIXTURES
IN STOCK

CHECK OUR PRICES LAST
Decorators • Home • Business • Builders

(N. Andrews & Prospect Rd.)

OPEN: Mon.-Fri. 8-5 P.M. 770 OQCO 235 N.W. 44th St
Sat. 9 to 4 P.M. / ' " a O ° Ft. Lauderdale
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CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
(AND MAUSOLEUMS)

IN DADE COUNTY
"Our Lady Of Mercy" (592-0521)

IN BROWARD COUNTY
"Queen Of Heaven" (972-1234)

LA PIETA IN PALM BEACH COUNTY
"Queen Of Peace" (793-0711)

Among the many ministries of the Archdiocese of Miami is the
maintenance of a consecrated enclosure set aside especially as a Catholic
Cemetery.

What greater consideration could a good Catholic have than the certain
knowledge that he will be buried in consecrated grounds under the loving
care ana;age-old ritual of Holy Mother Church. It is the ardent desire of our
Archibishop, Most Reverend Edward A. McCarthy, that all Catholic families
be informed of their right to participate in this loving service. To that end,
new programs are available by which you may reserve on-time spaces of our
grounds, Crypts in our Mausoleum or in our Monument section at the three
cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Miami.

For complete information send this coupon to:
CATHOLIC CEMETERIES, P.O. BOX 520128, MIAMI, FL. 33152
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Bernardin: Audit clears Cody
CHICAGO (NC) — Archbishop

Joseph L. Bernardin of Chicago has
announced the end of an independent
investigation into the financial deal-
ings of his predecessor, Cardinal
John Cody, and said it produced no
evidence of wrongdoing by the late
cardinal.

The archbishop also announced
new accounting procedures for the
archdiocese and named a blue-ribbon
panel of Chicago business and finan-
cial leaders to review the annual audit
of the archdiocese.

He said he has closed a controver-
sial, unaudited archdiocesan "con-
tingency fund" maintained by the
late cardinal so that "there will never
be need . . . again" for the kind of
inquiry that placed a widely publiciz-
ed pall of suspicion over the last year
of Cardinal Cody's life.

WHILE DECLARING the Cody
case basically closed, Archbishop
Bernardin noted that some records
were not available. If new records
came to light, he said, "the conclu-
sions reached might require re-
evaluation."

Archbishop Bernardin, who was
named to head the Chicago Arch-
diocese last July, announced his ac-
tions in a 500-word, letter "to the
clergy, Religious and laity of the
archdiocese" published in the arch-
diocesan newspaper, The Chicago
Catholic.

Cardinal Cody died last April at
the age of 73, after 17 years as arch-
bishop of Chicago. He became a
focus of national controversy the
previous September when the
Chicago Sun-Times ran a series of ar-
ticles alleging that he had violated
church and federal laws by diverting
as much as $1 million in tax-exempt
church funds for the personal use of
his stepcousin, Helen Dolan Wilson.

A federal grand jury probe into the
allegations, begun in November 1980,
was still under way at the time of the
cardinal's death, but ended three
months after that without bringing
charges against anyone.

Cardinal Cody categorically denied
any improper use of church funds.

Archbishop Bernardin

IN HIS LETTER Archbishop Ber-
nardin said that when he succeeded
Cardinal Cody "I felt it my respon-
sibility to make a personal inquiry so
that whatever lingering doubts might
exist could be cleared up as quickly
and completely as possible."

He said he employed "the account-
ing firm of Peat, Marwick, Mitchell
and Company, which had not had
any previous professional relation-
ship with the archdiocese, to review"
all the information collected, includ-
ing data on the special contingency
fund, an archdiocesan account
managed by the cardinal.

Cardinal Cody

"Though the accuracy of the
estimated receipt and expenditure
figures cannot be certified, Peat Mar-
wick has informed me that . . .
nothing came to their attention to in-
dicate that these figures were not
within an acceptable range of reason-
ableness for purpose of my inquiry,"
he said.

In addition, he said, Peat Marwick
and others consulted "advised
against a continuation of the inquiry
because, in all likelihood, it would
not substantially change the picture."

He said there was "some confusion

in the records" because the cardinal
"did not always follow preferred ac-
counting procedures." But he at-"
tributed this to "a failure to attend to
detail and the pressing demands of an
extraordinarily busy schedule."

ANNOUNCING that the Chicago
Archdiocese is now following "the
guidelines developed by the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops" for
its financial statements, Archbishop
Bernardin commented that there are
other acceptable ways of reporting,
but that method is "useful" and can
serve to "ensure greater consistency
in diocesan financial reporting
throughout the country."

Expanding on Archbishop Bernar-
din's announcement of the formation
of a new Audit Committee to review
the annual audit of the archdiocese,
The Chicago Catholic reported that it
"will replace the Archdiocesan
Finance Committee, which included
heads of several archdiocesan agen-
cies. The Audit Committee includes
no archdiocesan staff members."

The committee is made up of 15
members. It includes two persons
from Chicago-area academic institu-
tions and 13 top executives of cor-
porations or financial institutions,
among them such figures as Frank
Considine, president of National Can
Co.; Andrew McKenna, chairman of
the Chicago Cubs; and Robert
Galvin, chairman of Motorola, Inc.

Rule change may hurt prolifers
WASHINGTON (NC) — Pro-life

leaders are protesting two proposed
rules changes in the House of
Representatives which, according to
pro-life groups, would make it more
difficult for the House to consider
new anti-abortion legislation.

The rules changes are "a misguided
effort to side-step basic issues of
human rights," said Father Edward
Bryce, director of the U.S. bishops'
Committee for Pro-Life Activities.

BESS, KOLSKI & COMBS
Funeral Home

10936 N.E. 6 Avenue, Miami Shores • 757-0362

Fort Lauderdale
565-5591

Deerfield Beach
427-5544

KRAEER FUNERAL HOME

Margate
972-7340

R. Jay Kraeer
Funeral Director Boca Raton

395-1800

Pompano Beach
941-4111

Sample Road
946-2900

AHERN
CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

SINCE 1927 . . . SIX CHAPELS

PRIVATE FAMILY
ROOMS

SPACIOUS FORMAL

FUNERAL HOMES
Plummer Family"

CHAPELS

J. L. Jr., Lawrence H.

Added Douglas Johnson ,
legislative director of the National
Right to Life Committee, "Any con-
gressman who votes for the new
House rules is voting to kill all abor-
tion funding restrictions and all pro-
life constitutional amendments."

The two rules which have drawn
pro-life anger are:

• A proposal to increase the needed
number of signatures on a House
"discharge petition" from a simple
majority of the House (218 members)
to a two-thirds majority (290
members) whenever the proposed
legislation being bottled up in com-
mittee is a constitutional amendment.

• A proposal to allow the House to
end floor debate on appropriations
bills before it gets to consider ap-
propriations "riders," such as
amendments prohibiting any funds in
the bill from being used for abor-
tions.

BOTH RULES were approved by
House Democrats in early December
and are scheduled to be voted on by
the full House when the 98th Con-

Becker ^***
Funeral Home

Ron E. Becker
Funeral Director

Phone (305) 428-1444
1444 S. Federal Highway

DEERFIELD BEACH
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gress convenes the first week in
January. The rules would apply not
just to abortion measures but to all
legislation, such as constitutional
amendments on a balanced budget or
appropriations riders on funding for
court-ordered busing.

Father Bryce, in a statement issued
Dec. 15, indicated he was most con-
cerned about the discharge petition
rule, particularly since the Senate is
scheduled to debate sometime next
year a constitutional amendment on
abortion sponsored by Sen. Orrin G.
Hatch (R-Utah).

The House Judiciary Committee
traditionally has blocked sue!
amendments from reaching the
House floor, forcing pro-life
strategists in recent years to consider
circulating a discharge petition to get
anti-abortion amendments to the full
House.

JOHNSON said the discharge peti-
tion rule would "as a practical mat-
ter" make it impossible to get any
controversial constitutional amend-
ment out of committee.

He said the new rule on appropria-
tions riders would make it easy for
the House to avoid the abortion issue
and could even jeopardize the Hyde
amendment, which for the past
several years has restricted federal
government funding of abortions.

The proposals are "unfair ,
undemocratic gag rules," Johnson
said.

Both Johnson and Father Bryce
urged pro-lifers to ask their con-
gressmen to oppose the new rules.



Drug problem
families—help
set in Broward

Free help is available for the
families of drug addicts, users and
abusers. NAR-ANON FAMILY
GROUPS is an organization which
focuses entirely on helping the family
of the drug abuser. NAR-ANON
helps the family gain understanding
and knowledge of drug dependency.
Drug use is not an individual prob-
lem, but a problem that affects the
entire family.

A confused, guilt-ridden, angry
person is not the ideal parent or com-
panion for someone with a drug
problem, yet family members do
become emotionally damaged when
efforts to communicate with a drug
user fail and the frustrated parent
resorts to anger or violence. This at-
titude only leads to further rebellion
by the drug abuser.

The NAR-ANON FAMILY
GROUP is for anyone that knows the
feeling of desperation concerning the
addiction problem of someone they
love. When you join the NAR-ANON
FAMILY you are no longer alone.

NAR-ANON members remain
totally anonymous, however.

NAR-ANON FAMILY GROUPS
meet at the following locations:
MONDAY at 8:00 P.M., Faith Chris-
tian Church, 7676 Davie Road Exten-
sion, West Hollywood; TUESDAY at
8:30 P.M., First Congregational
Church, 2501 N.E. 30 St., Ft.
Lauderdale; WEDNESDAY at 8:00
P.M., Bio-Social Center, 1601 N.E.
26 St. Room 2, Wilton Manors;
THURSDAY at 8:30 P.M., First
Congregational Church, 2501 N.E.
30 St., Ft. Lauderdale; SUNDAY at
7:30 P .M. , Cypress United
Presbyterian Church, 950 S. Cypress
Rd., Pompano Beach.

Carrollton holds scholar-
ship exam

On Saturday, January 8, 1983, Car-
rollton School of the Sacred Heart, a
private Catholic college preparatory
school for girls, will administer a scholar-
ship examination for students entering the
ninth grade in September, 1983. The exam
will be followed by an Open House at 1:00
P.M. where parents and applicants nu>.
tour the school and hear from school ad-
ministrators regarding the High School
program.

Scholarships will be awarded on the
basis of three considerations: academic
ability, financial need, and personal inter-
view on campus.

Anyone interested should contact the
Admissions Office at Carrollton, 3747
Main Highway, no later than January 5,
1983. The telephone number is 446-5673.

CHRISTMAS GIFT — Nativity parish's annual Christmas Concert this year was an occasion for genuine giving as
donations were collected for 17-year-old Lenny Coverdale, a leukemia victim and former member of the Hollywood
parish, now living with his family in Georgia. The money will help pay medical expenses, including a bone marrow
transplant scheduled for January. Featured at the concert were Nativity School students who played Haydn's Toy
Symphony, the Nativity School Choir, soloist Michele Barica and the Nativity Adult Choir. After the concert, parish-
ioners took part in a candlelight procession (above) during which the children sang carols before lighting the Christ-
mas Crib. (Voice photo by Prentice Browning)

Haitian refugees get holiday help
Needy Haitian refugees will be

$2000 better off and about three
dozen toys happier this Christmas
thanks to the efforts of Christ the
King parishioners.

Well-established Haitian members
of the South Dade parish raised the
funds last November by holding a
Haitian Festival Night during which
fellow parishioners learned about the
Haitian culture and tasted some na-
tive delicacies. The proceeds,~a check
and toys, were presented to the Pierre
Toussaint Haitian Catholic Center in
Miami and its chapter of the St. Vin-
cent de Paul Society after a Mass at
the parish this Monday night.

Organizer Alix Perrault said the
fund-raising will be more than a one-
time affair, since the volunteers have
organized themselves into a Haitian-
American Benevolent Association
and plan to continue to raise money
for their needy countrymen.

Father Frank Guinan, pastor of
Christ the King, backs the effort
wholeheartedly, and hopes "this
show of concern by our parishioners
will be shared by many other parish-
es."

Luncheon—Cocktails—Dinner

'•••'-• P

A beaming Father Thomas Wenski, associate director of the Pierre Toussaint
Haitian Catholic Center, and Andre Bony, president of the Center's St. Vincent
de Paul Society, thank Father Frank Guinan, pastor of Christ the King, for his
parish's efforts on behalf of Haitian refugees.

Fine Catering — Valet Parking
576-1818

Decorators Row 35 N.E. 40th Street

751-4429 A TOUCH CAPE CODE ON BISCAYNE BAY
On The
79th St.

Causeway
CLOSED MONDAY
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CLAMS AND OYSTERS COCKTAIL
NEW ENGLAND SEAFOOD LOUNGE
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rOHflllflG*
Take only as cfirected.
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MARCO ISLAND YOU HAVEN'T BEEN TO S W FLA

'TIL YOU'VE BEEN TO O'SHEAS' OFFERING LUNCH
SUNDAY BRUNCH. COCKTAILS. LITE DINNER & FUI.I
DINNER OVERLOOKING MARCO BAY 394 7531

« « • « « « « « • « » » « « • « • « • » '

DISCOVER for yourself tonight — how
Italian tastes when it's RIGHT!

Sumptuous Luncheon Specials, Monday thru Friday
11:30 A.M.-1A5 P.M. Dinner 5:00-10:00 P.M.

ARMANDO'S 2
REAL ITALIAN RESTAURANT „. •

Major Credit

150 Giralda, Coral Gables • 448-8294 cards Honored
TWO BLOCKS NORTH OF MIRACLE MILE
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Shelter from the a
When there's no place else to go

there is Camillus House and Brothei

'Most people have no
idea what it means to
go hungry. I've tried to
get work everywhere
but there just isn't any
. . . please don't print
my name, I don't want
my family to know
about my situation'

—A street man

A man (top) prays before begin-
ning his lunch at Camillus House
as two others take a respite there
from the cold and loneliness of
the streets.
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Story and photos by Betsy Kennedy

They are the unlucky ones this
Christmas. They are the homeless of
downtown Miami, the hollow men;
unshaven, dirty and weakened by ill-
ness and despair.

Need drives them.
They line up daily outside Camillus

House, dependent on the charity of
the Little Brothers of the Good
Shepherd, who will provide them
with a clean change of clothes, a
square meal or even a night's lodging
away from danger lurking in the
angry streets.

They survive on shreds of hope. A
yellowed photograph of a lost family
member. A slip of paper torn from
the want ads. Perhaps this year will
be better. Perhaps there will be a job.
Perhaps they will be able to quit The
Bottle. Perhaps once again they will
be able to join the mainstream of life,
along with the wealthy and middle-
class Christmas shoppers who detour
around them as if poverty makes
them insects crawling on the streets.

But beneath the poverty, illness
and years of suffering, Miami's
homeless are very human. They weep
and rage like everyone. They feel
frustration for the things that are
beyond their grasp. What others
know in abundance — warmth,
shelter, love, security, good food and
holiday fellowship — they can only
search for in their imaginations or in
the elusive recesses of childhood
memory.

With a belly shrunken and spasmed
with the pain of hunger, it is nearly
impossible to smile. Instead they wait
quietly and often bitterly for the
morsels fed to them by the compas-
sionate.

Increasing numbers
The street people flock to Camillus

House in increasing numbers every
year.

Far below the sleek office
buildings, down in the streets, the Lit-
tle Brothers of the Good Shepherd
continue their daily miracles at
Camillus House, relying on the chari-
ty of Catholics and others who make
donations. Each day the brothers
crowd as many men as possible into
the shabby but meticulously clean
cafeteria and measure out three
square meals.
"We serve 1200-1400 meals a day,"

said Brother Paul Johnson, who is
considered by many local and na-
tional authorities to be extremely
knowledgeable about the problems of
the poor.

"There has been a 20 to 30% in-

crease in the number of men who
come here just in the last two years.
The fragile ones in the job market are
the first to lose their jobs . . . the

'They are like little chil-
dren. They will come
back here again and
again, sometimes just
to make certain we are
stitl here and still care'

—Bro. Paul Johnson

alcoholic, the black, unskilled, or
those with poor job records," he
said.

Sense of humor
Brother Paul has been at Camillus

House for four years. He takes his
vows of poverty, chastity and obe-
dience seriously, but it is his sense of
humor that helps him deal with the
human suffering that flows endlessly
through the doors.

"I work for the best employer in
the world, Jesus Christ," he said.
"And in my job, there is no place to
go but up!"

He wears a certainty of purpose
along with his modest collar that
dispels despair like a rainbow after a
storm. His face is pale but glowing
like a man who has been underground
but carries his own light there.

The street people respect his
authority but sense that he under-
stands them like a father who will
always be loyal to his sons.

"They are like little children. T
will come back here again and age...,
sometimes just to make certain we are
still here and we still care," he said.

Recently a man was murdered with
a lead pipe outside Camillus House
when he fought with another mental
patient over an inconsequential
remark.

Brother Paul said it was a rare inci-
dent.

They police themselves. If a fight
breaks out, one of the other street
people will usually take over and evict
the violator. And they protect the
brothers with complete devotion.

During his 24-year commitment to
the impoverished, Brother Paul has
never been harmed.

Tight discipline
And the tight control and discipline

within the walls of the House provide
an additional deterrent to violence. In



the angry streets
else to go

3 and Brother Paul...

tsy Kennedy

the dormitories where 60 men can
sleep in immaculately clean but sim-
ple quarters, the rules are promptly
laid out to them. They must check in
by 6:30 p.m. They must have I.D.,
register at the office, shower, shave
and wear pajamas. Smoking is not
allowed.

The poor are allowed seven free
nights a year at Camillus House,
although that number is sometimes
extended if a man finds a good job
opportunity and requests additional
time, said Brother Paul.

Clothing is an essential part of the
Camillus House program. "We take
their dirty laundry and launder, mark
and size it. On Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays the men line
up and we exchange as many as 200
suits of clothing. If their clothing is
too ragged for re-use we sell it for 6<t
a pound. We use approximately 20
men from the street to do the launder-
ing."

Big bills
Other practical needs of Camillus

House are not met so easily. The elec-
tric bill usually runs $1,600 or more a
month, said Brother Paul. Several
times a week trucks pick up damaged
but useable products and fo.od at
Publix markets. But without
volunteer donations, which totally
sustain the place, Camillus House
would not survive.

The office card file is overflowing
these days; each card contains a name
and brief statistics on the unfortunate
who seek refuge during the year. Over
1,000 men stayed seven nights' each
just during 1982. And there is no

otyping the needy. A Cuban

Brother Paul, the man in charge of Camillus House, surrounded by loaves of bread donated to the shelter.

man, age 26. A blonde-haired, blue-
eyed lad from England. Another
from Brooklyn. An unemployed con-
struction worker who has lived for 34
years in Miami. He currently works
as a crew member at Camillus House,
until he said he can "get on his feet
again."

"Most people have no idea what it
means to go hungry. I've tried to get
work everywhere but there just isn't
any . . . please don't print my name,
I don't want my family to know
about my situation."

Yet he is one of the luckier ones.
He is still young, in good health and
has a trade.

Bleak futures
For others, the future is bleak.

Consider the one leaning on the trash-
can in front of the House. He wears a

Having gone to Camillus House for lunch, a man proudly shows off his recently
acquired health insurance ID.

soiled baseball cap and a buggy navy
blue jacket. He is one of the mental
patients who have become unclaimed
baggage. The state hospital won't
take him back because of overcrowd-
ing; they say he is harmless. Yet he
cannot manage properly for himself
on the streets, he can't always use the
toilet. He can't communicate with
anyone. He has no family. And even
when he tries very hard, his thoughts
just won't connect — like de-railed
trains going nowhere.

It is these men that Brother Paul
worries about. Camillus House may
not be there for them soon. In five
years the city of Miami downtown
development authority plans to
rebuild the block where the street
people congregate. By using federal
public acquisition funds the displaced
will then be further displaced. An
organization named Park West has
already been formed to execute the
re-development plan.

"But I already got in on the act.
I'm one of the officers. I am hoping I
can explain to the developers the kind
of harm they will do if they leave the
street people with no facility at all,"
said Brother Paul.

"Camillus House functions not
just for the needs of the poor but for
the needs of the people who want to
serve the poor. There are many peo-
ple who want to volunteer to help
down here, but for one reason or an-
other are unable to. We take care of
the homeless for them. We are totally
independent of any government fund-
ing."

Poor also help
Help sometimes comes from the

good-hearted poor themselves.

Brother Paul pointed to a five gallon
jug in the corner of his room. It is
brimming with pennies — $400 worth
at last estimation.

''The men collect pennies they find
on the streets. Affluent people often
throw the pennies down just to clean
out their pockets, or when they are
looking for change at parking meters.
The men bring them here and it gives
them a real sense of sharing at
Camillus House," he said.

Are the poor really grateful -for the
help they receive? Once they aresi-bie
to resolve some of their troubles,
their gratitude overflows, explained
Brother Paul. Recently he heard from
a young man and his wife that had
been fed by the brothers when they
were completely destitute. Today the
young man is working and his faith
has been restored. He sent a simple
message to the brothers along with a
generous check.

But hard times are far from over
for the thousands of others that will
pass through the Camillus House
doors during the holidays. They will
continue to line up at the gates, day
after day, take their numbers and
wait quietly for the meals that will
fend off starvation for just a little
longer.

And while cash registers ring merri-
ly throughout the city of Miami, the
street people will continue to seek
their pennies of hope.

Want to help?
Donations may be sent to

Camillus House at 725 N.E. 1st
Ave., Miami, Florida, or phone
374-1065, Miami.
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'This is not the feast of Santa Claus, of jolly
elves or of E.I. It is the feast of the birth of
Jesus Christ.'

Armies, jails can't bring peace. • •

(Archbishop's Christinas Message:)
On behalf of the Bishops, clergy, religious and faithful of

the Archdiocese, I wish to express warm greetings of this Ho-
ly Season of Hope.

The star of Bethlehem brings special light into our world of
sin, of materialism, of violence, of crime, of threats to peace,
of family disintegration and of alienation of minority groups.
This is not the feast of Santa Claus, of jolly elves or of E.T. It
is the feast of the birth of Jesus Christ.

The helpless infant is also the powerful Son of God. He has
come among us to free us from our anxieties. If only we will
listen, if we will not permit His voice, the Good News of His
Gospel, to be drowned out by the cacophony of materialism
and secularism in our day.

The commercialization of Christmas, the factoring of Christ
out of the Feast, is a dreadful symptom of the disease that is
at the root of many of our troubles today — namely, the
alienation of religion from life and from society, the elimina-
tion of motivation for responsible conduct that is indispensa-
ble for a free society, the elimination of standards of behavior
of a necessary sense of brotherhood and community for good
human relations.

American separation of Church and State does not mean
separation of religion from society, nor does free enterprise or
rugged individualism mean brother destroying brother.

At the first Christmas, there was no room for the infant
Christ in the inn. Until we find room for the influence of Christ
and of religion in hearts, in families, in education, in media, in
social and economic and political life and in human relations,
especially with the poor, minorities and Third World nations,
we will continue to live in fear and gloom. And no number of
policemen, jailers, psychiatrists, social workers, play grounds
or MX bombs will deliver us from our misery.

On this Feast of Hope, I salute all of those who are commit-
ted to living and restoring the true meaning and spirit of this
feast of the Birth of Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour of the
World, and I beg abundant blessings upon all members of our
community.

Edward A. McCarthy
Archbishop of Miami

Baby murder
sentence is just
To the Editor:

The Voice editorial of the Nov. 26
edition was on the subject of the Hai-
tian woman who murdered her new-
born baby. The statement was made
that the sentence of 20 years in prison
was unjust. I fail to understand why a
Catholic diocesan newspaper would
take the point of view that a lesser
punishment should be meted out for
the commission of the most hideous
crime of infanticide. The teaching of
the Church has always been that for a
premeditated murder, as this most
certainly was, the state is fullyv
justified to impose the death penalty,
much less 20 years in prison. Because
of the abortion situation in this na-
tion, the editorial implies that the
penalties for other murders should be

lessened, i.e. two wrongs somehow
make a right. This sounds like the so-
called liberation theology which is
rampant in South America that Pope
John Paul II has so soundly con-
demned, but not Catholicism.

The editorial has another disturb-
ing facet which has become somewhat
commonplace between the pages of
The Voice. The ideas of psychologists
are being put forward which are not
only un-Catholic, but anti-Catholic,
and treated as respected authorities
for the benefit of the Catholic
readers. In this case, the idea that this
woman would not have committed
this heinous crime if she had had
"proper" community support. That
because of our lack of action, she had
somehow lost her God given faculty
of free will to choose good or evil:
Therefore we are responsible rather
than the murderess. If this tact is
taken, and the argument followed to

the logical end, we find that we have
no obligation to abide by the revealed
laws of God. We are merely mindless
animals acting out our instincts.
Catholic? NO!

One would think that a true Pro-
Lifer would be quite happy, in this
case, to find out that there is at least
one judge in the vast, legal wasteland,
who seems to understand the value of
one innocent human life. We all
understand the connection between
abortion and infanticide, but the
answer is not to say penalties for in-
fanticide should be reduced to the ex-
isting penalty for abortion. Rather
the penalty for abortion should be in-
creased to match those for any other
murder.

Please reserve the next editorial of
this ilk for the Miami Herald instead
of a Catholic diocesan newspaper.

Glenn J. Dufek
Oakland Park

PAGE 12 / Miami, Florida / THE VOICE ./. Friday, December 24, 1982



Opinion
Seeing Christ for the first time

Two years before his death, St. Francis of Assisi
thought of a way to turn a brighter light on Christ-
mas. He told his friend John of Greccio, "I want
to recall the memory of the Child born at Beth-
lehem who was willing to endure for us the incon-
veniences of childhood. I want to see him with my
own eyes lying on the bed of straw, between the
donkey and the ox."

And so they put together the first Christmas
crib. The news of it quickly spread to the neigh-
boring towns and people came with joy and excite-
ment to gaze at the figure of the Infant resting in
the straw lined manger. Old and young, they let
their eyes dwell on the wondrous scene of Bethle-
hem, as if a secret door had been opened to them.

It was a renewal of Christmas in so simple and
eloquent a way that all who came to watch by the
crib understood better than ever before the strange
ways of God and the meaning of his love for us.

THE CRIB indeed is a powerful example of the
truth that we can learn more about God by look-

BY MSGR.
JAMES J. WALSH

and revealed truths for which the minds of people
were starving, he still remained the aloof, hidden
God. Always in those B.C. generations, God acted
only in his divine nature and remained incompre-
hensible. He spoke in a voice that could not be
heard.

All that changed with Bethlehem. Christ in
every aspect from the crib to the cross is "God
present to our eyes." What an indescribable dif-
ference his birth makes in our knowledge of the

'The crib indeed is a powerful example of the truth that we can
learn more about God by looking at Christ than in any other
way. What a powerful support is given to faith when we begin
to realize that when we see Christ we see God.'

ing at Christ than in any other way. What a
powerful support is given to faith when we begin
to realize that when we see Christ we see God.

The old preface of the Masses of Christmas had
these words, "Through the mystery of the Incar-
nate Word, the new light of God's glory has
shown on the eyes of our mind, so that while we
look upon God present to our eyes, through him
we may be drawn to the love of the invisible."

Christ in the crib is "God present to our eyes."
We can sympathize with the sad complaints of
peoples many centuries ago who found it so hard
to draw near to God. His very greatness, his
majesty, seemed to place a barrier of mountainous
proportions between his throne and the miseries of
earth. Even when he spoke through the prophets

infinite God and his strange ways.
With Christ as our teacher — and he began to

preach by his example in the crib — our senses and
hearts and imaginations can share the burden of
learning divine truth with the mind. We can see
him in scenes found in our daily life; we can hear
him in the words of Scripture; we can remember
him with meaningful images.

OUR JOY and familiarity come only from the
conviction that Bethlehem means God is with us,
not off beyond the stars. He is with us in Jesus'
divine nature and in our own limited human
nature. Don't forget that the Redeemer came not
only to reconcile us sinners with God but to teach
us about God — truths we could never learn even

if we put together the minds of Plato, Aristotle,
Augustine, Bernard, Thomas Aquinas, Francis
Bacon, Einstein, Edison^ etc.

Lying in the manger owned by another, born of
a mother whose poverty was apparent, he teaches
the poor and the rich to change their priorities and
start over. He who owns heaven and earth lived as
the poorest of the poor. In those days, everyone
believed the rich were rich because they were good;
and the poor were poor because they were sinners.

What Jesus taught as a man throughJhe three
years of his public ministry he lived as a child. He
literally blew their minds with the assertion one
must forgive everyone no matter what the offense;
one must love one's enemies; one must put the
quest of heaven before any goal of earth. He
stressed that humility is courage and strength, not
weakness or cowardice. He insisted that self-de-
nial brings peace, not self indulgence.

SEEING CHRIST in these ways the Gospels
portray him is the greatest possible aid to believing
what we cannot see. There are countless things be-
yond the reach of the most brilliant mind which
only God can bring within ©ur range. Christ made
all this possible, even for the least intelligent
among us.

There is a hitch, of course. Faith! Many who
saw Christ raise the dead, cure the blind and deaf
and work many other miracles did not believe in
him. Their minds were made up against faith in
him before he opened his mouth to teach.

Faith will always mean accepting what God says
simply because He says it, whether we can prove it
with our puny minds or not. God asks of us noth-
ing that Christ has not already experienced. "He is
like us in all things, save sin." Christ, true God
and true man, acting in our human nature has
taught us the meaning of life and death and how
to live the few short years here on earth. He has
outlined by the action of his own life how we can
follow the will of God.

We need to look at Christ in the crib this Christ-
mas as if seeing him for the first time. We want
to be penetrated with the breathless power of
Christmas to transform us.

(Msgr. Walsh is Pastor Emeritus of St. Agnes
parish, Key Biscayne.)

The message of Christmas
Marilyn Monroe, who is alleged to have taken

her own life, lived in the fast lane. In the fast lane,
the world travels 90 miles an hour. I think she was
a 30-mile-an-hour person, terrified by the speed
around her.

In her movie, "Bus Stop," she played a show
girl with a shady past. The story line is predict-
able. While working her way to California, sing-
ing in cheap saloons, she comes to a rodeo town
and meets a cowboy, an innocent young man who
falls in love with her. He makes up his mind then
and there to marry her and take her back home to
Montana — by bus of course.

She refuses his offer and says she wants a ca-
reer. He will hear none of it, and forces her onto
the bus. When the bus driver learns of this quasi-

BY FR.
JOHN CATOIR

not the way to win a young lady's heart. He apolo-
gizes and sets her free.

However, she has begun to admit to herself that
she's always wanted to settle down and raise a

'For me, the scene was a metaphor of God's gentle love,
enfolding Marilyn Monroe herself, at the end of her tormented
life.'

abduction, he challenges the cowboy to a tight and
beats the cowdust out of him. Humbled by the les-
son, the disheartened youth realizes that force is

family, but feared that no one would ever want
her because of her reputation. She consoles him by
saying that giving her up is for the best since there

were things about her past which would have
turned him away anyway. She then shamefully
confesses all.

After some serious gulps and pauses, he re-
sponds, "Shucks, I love you the way you are. It
doesn't matter to me." She weeps, touched to the
heart; he proposes again, and now she accepts.
Together they skip and jump and hug in a burst of
happiness. It's all very campy, except at the end of
the movie there is one haunting scene. The cow-
boy, realizing that her clothing provides little pro-
tection from the cold, takes off his sheepskin
jacket and tenderly puts it over her shoulders. The
girl sighs in contentment. She is loved, at last.

For me, the scene was a metaphor of God's gen-
tle love, enfolding Marilyn Monroe herself, at the
end of her tormented life. God's mysterious love
enfolds each one of us, the worthy and the not so
worthy.

This, after all is said and done, is the message of
Christmas. God's love has come into the world,
and His mercy is everlasting.

(Fr. Catoir is director of The Christophers.)
For a free copy of the Christophers News Notes,
"And on Earth, Peace," send a stamped, self-ad-
dressed envelope to The Christophers, 12 East
48th St., New York, NY 10017.
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Opinion

On blaming the parents
I suppose it is a basic fact of human existence that we like

to have explanations for things; to have rough edges
smoothed over and loose ones nailed down.

Part of this need for order is to believe that life is just and
fair — that always as we sow, so shall we reap.

Yet this is not how things always work out.
One area where the results are often far different from

what was intended and worked for is parenting.

BY
ANTOINETTE BOSCO

We have to accept the bitter truth that good parents can
end up with offspring who are alienated from them in spite of
having received a generous share of love and affection.

I OFTEN recall a priest friend, a chaplain at a jail, telling
me that one of his most frustrating experiences was to see
parents distraught and destroyed over a son or daughter who
committed a crime and landed in jail. Invariably the parents
would turn the blame on themselves, asking, "Father, where
did we go wrong?"

I was reminded of this whole topic by an Ann Landers' col-
umn in which she published some letters she has received
about an earlier letter from a mother, a widow. The woman
wrote poignantly, wondering why other young people sought
her out but her own chilren, who lived only 30 miles away,
never visited. They had no interest in her, she said, even

thqugh she raised them with love and affection, never inter-
fered in their lives and made no demands on them.

The letters poured in with sympathy.
One person wrote that the fault lies not with the mother but

with her daughters. The person added, "It's no news that
some children treat their parents beautifully and others do
not. The reason is that some people turn out to be better
human beings than others."

ANOTHER READER told of a rotten mother whose chil-
dren treated her "like she was the queen of England," to
point out that sometimes parents who are loving and generous
get short shrift from their grown kids, while selfish, uncaring
parents get adulation.

The consensus of reader opinion was reflected in a letter by
a 78-year-old man who wrote: "Unselfish parents beget self-
ish children, while selfish parents beget children who are lov-
ing and attentive. Why? I don't know but I've seen so many
examples, I'm sure it's true."

Well, I disagree that it's as cut and dried as that. Good
parents with good adult children are all around us. I think
we're talking about exceptions.

But no matter what problems an offspring has, and how
determined he or she is to try and lay the blame for this on the
backs of parents, eventually this excuse becomes a cop-out.
Each of us reaches a point at which we must take responsi-
bility for our own lives. Part of that is to grow up and become
compassionate, caring adults.

Children who do this usually rejoice in their new, adult
relationship with their parents. Children who don't never are
able to take advantage of all their parents can be to them.

Parents who lose their children for whatever reason live
with a tragedy. But it is important that they and others know
this isn't always of their own making.

(NC News Service)

Talking about homilies
It was the retired bishop who lives in our parish who cele-

brated the 8 o'clock Mass and gave the homily this morning.
He will be 81 in March but there is a vigor about him. His
voice was clear and powerful. He didn't raise it but projected
it and it needed no electronic enhancement to be heard in
every part of the old church.

His homily was direct. He talked about the gratitude that
we all owe God and one another. He made his points in
logical order, said what he had to say, summed up and ended
it. It was a model of what a homily should be, well-prepared,
well-presented, relevant to the experience of those who heard
it.

BY
DALE FRANCIS

Yesterday morning the pastor celebrated the Mass, gave the
homily. It was the feast of St. Clement and he spoke on the
papacy, the line from Peter, through Linus to John Paul II.

WE'RE USED to good homilies at St. Mary's. We get them
every Sunday. A few weeks back the young associate pastor,
who has a beard and hair a little longer than usual, gave a
two-part homily, the first part one Sunday, the second part
the next Sunday, each of the two-parts were about the Mass.
It was obvious he had worked hard in preparing it, not just to
present the material but to present it in a way that would help
the understanding and appreciation of all for the Mass. It was
a homily for the people, not an exercise to show the erudition
of the priest but prepared with an understanding of the people
of the parish.

I've written about homilies often before, that's intentional.
The homily is of such great importance. Mass attendance is

down, the surveys tell us, but a majority of Catholics still get
to Mass on Sundays. Getting to Mass is important but not all
get all they could from the Mass. The homily is the one
chance to reach the majority of Catholics and it is an oppor-
tunity that must not be wasted.

Surveys say that a majority of the Catholic people are dis-
satisfied with the quality of homilies today. I'd want to know
more than that — were the dissatisfied talking about content
or delivery? I'd think content but delivery means a lot. I'd
want to know what the expectations of the dissatisfied were,
too. If they expect homilies that are polished gems of exposi-
tion, inspiration and theological insight, there just aren't
many of those around.

BUT SINCE obviously my own experience is in no way as
comprehensive as the surveys, I'll accept the finding of gen-
eral dissatisfiaction with homilies. And I'm not unhappy to
do it because homilies are so important that priests should not
be satisfied with the present situation. What I can say, from
an experience of hearing homilies in half a dozen states, is
homilies are better than they once were.

Now and then you hear someone say the sermons of the
past — they weren't called homilies then — were so great. I
remember a few that were but I remember far more that were
unprepared, that were extemporaneous variations on some
favorite theme of the preacher and some that weren't related
to any part of the faith at all. My favorite souvenir of that
period I heard at a parish in a city I'd never been in before or
ever been in since. He had discovered a couple of candy bar
wrappers in a pew after a Mass the Sunday before and for 15
minutes he lectured on the evil of candy bars at Mass.

My point in columns I've written on homilies is not to ar-
gue that everything is fine, the surveys show the people think
it obviously isn't. But it is to say priests realize the importance
of homilies, that they are taking their obligation seriously and
homilies are improving. I think we should encourage that ef-
fort. It seems to me that those who continue to denounce the
quality of homilies have reached the point of diminishing re-
turns in their negative approach.

(Dale Francis is a nationally syndicated columnist.)

Be your
own person

Q. I'm just a little above average in
weight for my height and age, so I
don't really think of myself as fat.
The trouble is I want to be thin. I
think girls who date often are usually
thin. I want to diet but my mother
doesn't want me to. She says it's not a
good thing at my age. Can you
recommend some diet that won't hurt
me? (Missouri)

BY TOM
LENNON

A. Since I'm not a doctor, I'm not
about to recommend any diet for
you, especially since I don't know
your total health picture.

Your mother may be worried that
you will diet too strenuously and then
be afflicted with an illness called "an-
orexia nervosa."

A person with this largely psycho-
logical disorder literally starves her-
self, not merely to thinness but to
serious illness as well. One researcher
says 98 percent of anorexics are girls.

THE MORTALITY rate for an-
orexics is between 15 and 20 percent.

Could you and your mother talk
with your family physician about the
possibility of some mild dieting under
the careful supervision of your doctor
and your mother?

This would eliminate or at least
lessen the possibility of your be-
coming obsessed with starving your-
self.

At the same time, be very much
aware that the thin-is-beautiful theme
is a fad; a fashion, something trendy
and temporary. Five years from now
the thin person may be completely
out of style in our culture.

Although one shouldn't seek to be
out of step with others, or to be ec-
centric, or an oddball, the opposite
extreme is just as troublesome.

IF WE ARE forever trying to con-
form to the latest trend and the new-
est fad, we will find our self-worth
only in what the culture dictates. And
that could be tragic.

Be your own person and don't let
the popular culture dictate completely
what you should do and be.

Countless persons who are not thin
are beautiful and popular.

And some thin people have been
known to have not very nice personal-
ities.

You might find it rewarding to con-
sider at length what are some of the
qualities that make a person genuine-
ly beautiful and truly popular with a
wide variety of people.

(Send questions to Tom Lennon,
1312 Mass. Ave. N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20005.)

(NC News Service)
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Saving a marriage alone
Dear Dr. Kenny: I just read your column con-

cerning the woman whose husband told here he
didn't love her and never had. I know the pain she
is experiencing.

I speak from my own experience. My husband
told me the same thing, moved out and asked for a
divorce.

I have also experienced the beginning of resur-
rection — my husband decided he really could
love me and we are in the process of God's healing
in our relationship.

But that is no fairy tale of happily ever-aftering

BY DR. JAMES
AND

MARY KENNY

after the dragon was slain. There is a battle of
spiritual proportions that can be won only with
spiritual weapons.

I found the most significant thing I did was re-
view my own commitment in the light of my con-
science and God's grace.

Knowing God abhors divorce and calls us al-
ways to reconciliation, I was able to find a firm

platform to stand on. It was that no matter what
decision my husband made, I was still called by
God to be his wife in whatever circumstances there
might be.

The incredible hurt and pain of rejection made
this the most difficult option to choose and hold
on to. As time went on — nearly two years — I
had no "feeling" of love for my husband, only
this commitment to God's will, no matter what the
cost. I allowed God to love him through me be-
cause I quite simply, could not do it and many
times did not want to do it.

Three significant factors that sustained and sup-
ported me:

1. Lots of honest prayer.
2. A book, "Love Life for Every Married Cou-

ple," by Ed Wheat, M.D. (Zondervan), which
gives not only the scriptural basis for marriage be-
havior, but concrete, day-to-day suggestions of
how to love. The chapter "How to Save Your
Marriage Alone" is especially hopeful, though
without guarantees for a final "happy" outcome.

3. Friends in the same situation who took the
same stand. Some — no, most — are still in the
Good Friday or Easter Sunday of the struggle. But
we all know that Easter is the inevitable result of
Good Friday for those who carry a cross to Cal-
vary.

Please pass on these words of hope to your Indi-
ana reader. One person in a marriage, committed
to God and spouse, can clear the way for the
power of God's healing to flow. Without this,
from what I have seen you are right in offering
very little hope. — North Carolina.

I have little to add to your beautiful letter. You
have neither blamed your husband nor pitied
yourself, and your quiet perserving commitment
has carried the day.

I know of no better illustration for the precept:
"Where there is no love, put love, and you will
find love."

But I have also met people who say they have
prayed quite sincerely and long, but whose mar-
riages have not come back together. I also have
great sympathy for them.

Finally, I would like to share a follow-up letter
from the woman who originally wrote us:

Dear Dr. and Mrs. Kenny: I felt I should write
you and tell you how things worked out. My hus-
band and I are back together and getting along
fine.

I'm not quite sure how it happened because for
a long time it looked as though a miracle was the
only thing that could save our marriage. I believe
in miracles now.

I know a lot of people were praying for us and
that alone can be comforting. It helped me realize
how important prayer is.

I know there are still some rough spots to work
out in our marriage, but together I think we can
do it. Thank you. — Indiana.

(Reader questions on family living and child
care to be answered in print are invited. Address
questions: The Kennys; Box 872; St. Joseph's Col-
lege' Rensselaer, Ind. 47978)

(NC News Service)

Work ethic, leisure ethic, or balanced ethic
Last fall I was privileged to be invited to Aus-

tralia to help set up family ministry structures in
the diocese of Ballarat, Victoria. Since then, I've
been asked by many if I noted significant dif-
ferences between the American and Australian
church and family.

My generalized impression is that basically the
needs and hopes of people are the same every-
where. But there is one difference I would like to
mention here because I think we can profit from
learning from others.

BY
DOLORES
CURRAN

While we tend to operate from a base of the
work ethic, the Aussies operate from a leisure eth-
ic. The word "workaholic" is not in their vocabu-
lary. It isn'nhat they are lazy — they aren't — but
that they haven't made a religion out of work as
many of us do.

This difference became obvious the minute I be-
gan talking about family stress, calendars and

faces. They weren't familiar with the problem be-
cause they take their free time seriously to relax,
play and recreate. Weekends and holidays to them
are meant for play, not work.

THIS HAS obvious benefits and drawbacks.
There are few of the weekend workshops or sum-
mer institutes that so proliferate here because peo-
ple wouldn't dream of using a vacation for any-
thing but to relax and enjoy. This is a mixed bless-
ing because it effectively diminishes the oppor-
tunity for learning new ideas and skills, but it also
eliminates much of the stress we have because we
over-fill our calendars in a constant attempt to up-
date ourselves.

It also eliminates the ongoing sense of guilt we
experience if we don't attend everything offered us
in the church and community. Aussies don't seem
to feel guilty about anything and that is a wonder-
fully freeing way to live. I thoroughly enjoyed the
people, who are open, warm, and relaxed as op-
posed to many American church professionals and
parents who seem so driven. (I include myself
here.)

An obvious dilemma springs from a desire to
know more about church and family without hav-
ing to give up leisure time to learn. Like many
Americans, Aussies would prefer getting an an-
swer to parenting problems rather than developing
skills to meet these problems. Skills require educa-

tion and learning and that means classes and
workshops.

Succinctly then, the leisure ethic can be as trou-
bling as the work ethic in giving a meaning to life.
I'm not sure that making a religion out of foot-
ball, horseracing and bushwalking (backpacking)
is any more satisfactory than making a religion
out of work.

I WISH WE could meet halfway. I believe the
American family would be healthier with more
focus on leisure and the Aussie family with more
focus on work. We both seem to be out of bal-
ance.

It's interesting to speculate on how two coun-
tries with similar origins developed such a dif-
ferent outlook on life, both were born as colonies
of England with the same geographical size and
frontier expansion. We have a much denser
population, 220 million compared to 15 million,
so population problems like pollution and crime
are understandably less evident there.

Probably the significant factor arises from who
settled each nation. While England sent us the
Puritans, whom H. L. Mencken defined as "a
haunting fear that somebody, somewhere, might
be happy," she sent Australia her convicts and I
think maybe they got the better deal. Australia
was spared the Puritan work ethic which so haunts
us today.

(Contributed by Terry and Mimi Reilly)

OPENING PRAYER:
Sing a Christmas carol and talk about

its meaning for you.
SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT:

Advent culminates in Christmas, the
celebration of God's goodness and
generosity to us.
ACTIVITY IDEAS:

Young Families. Read the Christmas

story (Lk 2:1-20). Retell it using pan-
tomime, act it out, move the crib figures
in place as the story is read, or record it on
a cassette tape.

Middle Years and Adult Families.
Gather around the Christmas tree. Have
each person bring a handmade ornament,
a symbol of something they want to say
about Christmas, about Jesus, or about

family.
LEADER: Lord, we believe that you

are here present, that you are part of our
family. We are going to celebrate your
birthday as we have celebrated no other.
We praise and thank you for the gift of
life, symbolized by this tree. We acknow-
ledge that you are our light in the midst of
darkness. (Light the tree taking special

note of the brightest light on the top
representing Christ.) Help us to recognize
your gifts, especially the gifts of life and
love with which we have been blessed.

Each person takes a turn putting an or-
nament on the tree and then offers a
prayer. Read 1 John 4:9-14. Close with
your favorite family Christmas carol.
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HOLIDAY FILM FARE

Newman's acting rules
'Verdict' a winner

NEW YORK (NC) — Paul New-
man gets his best role in over a decade
in "The Verdict," and he makes the
most of it.

A drunken wreck of a lawyer,
forced out of a prestigious firm years
before because of his unwillingness to
compromise, Newman's Frank Gal-
vin gets one last chance for redemp-
tion when a lawyer friend, Mickey
Morrisey (Jack Warden), lands him a
malpractice suit.

Four years before a young mother
had gone into a prestigious hospital
for the birth of her third child and
suffered such severe brain damage
under anesthesia that she has been in
a coma ever since.

As it happens, the hospital is
owned by the Archdiocese of Boston,
and Bishop Brophy (Edward Binns),
an auxiliary in charge of such mat-
ters, is willing to settle out of court
for a substantial amount, of which
Frank would receive a third.

Mickey assumes that Frank will
make a pilgrimage to the chancery of-
fice to pick up the check and that will
be that, but before he goes to see
Bishop Brophy, Frank undergoes a
conversion. He wants something
more than money. He wants to see
justice done.

HE WANTS to see it done, it
seems, as much for his sake as for
that of the comatose woman's faith-
ful sister, whose own life has been
disrupted by the tragedy. So he turns
down the settlement without consult-
ing the sister and her husband, who
have retained him. (Does he have the
moral right to take such a risk for
somebody else? You'll have to figure
that one out for yourself.)

The odds against him seem prohibi-
tive, especially because his opponent,
Ed Concannon (James Mason), is a
brilliant lawyer with the resources of
a skilled staff behind him. He pulls
himself together, of course, admon-
ished and consoled by a divorcee
named Laura' Fischer (Charlotte
Rampling) with whom he has just be-
gun an affair.

There is a whole lot that's wrong
with "The Verdict," beginning with
Sidney Lumet's direction and David
Mamet's script. Lumet can't be con-
tent unless he's allowed to send us a
signal every 15 minutes or so that the
picture is not directing itself but that
a master hand is at work.

As for Mamet's script, based on a
novel by Barry Reed, it generates lit-
tle electricity, and takes some ex-
tremely melodramatic and improba-
ble turns.

NEWMAN'S performance, how-
ever, and the force of his personality
outweigh the defects of both script
and direction, and the somber cine-

matography of Andrzej Bartkowiak
sets exactly the right mood without
being obtrusive.

Whatever its shortcomings, "The
Verdict" is one of the outstanding
films of this lean year and is worth
seeing. And by the way, if you're on
the nostalgic side and would like to
get a look at a bishop wearing a pur-
ple biretta and a priest wearing a
flowing black cassock in A.D. 1982,
you'll get your chance here.

The sexual aspects of the story are
done with the greatest restraint, and
despite some foul language from one
of the characters, the U.S. Catholic
Conference has classified it A-II —
adults and adolescents. The Motion
Picture Association of America
rating is R — restricted.

CAPSULE REVIEWS "

• AIRPLANE II: THE SEQUEL
- P G

If you liked the jokes in
"Airplane," here they are again. The
genuine laughs are much fewer and
much further between this time, how-
ever, and what was questionable in
the first film now has crossed the line
into the downright offensive, in-
cluding quite a bit of nudity. The
U.S.C.C. has classified it O — moral-
ly offensive.

• BEST FRIENDS — PG
Burt Reynolds and Goldie Hawn

play a happy Hollywood couple — a
screenwriting team — who seem to
have everything going for them. But
then, just before moving into a house
of their own, they put all this into
jeopardy by — you guessed it — de-
ciding to get married. After much tra-
vail, they're able to come up with a
workable ending for a movie in deep
trouble. Miss Hawn is very good, but
Reynolds succumbs to the defects of
the script, which can't combine being
funny and being serious. As a result
serious moments abruptly switch to
the stuff of television sitcom. The
subject matter makes this mature fare
though the treatment as to language
and all else is rather restrained for the
most part. The U.S.C.C. has classi-
fied it A-III — adults.

• HONKYTONK MAN — PG
This latest Clint Eastwood film is

an offbeat affair, with none of the
violence usually found in his efforts.
Instead of beating people to a pulp,
Eastwood dies in this one, not all at
once, but slowly over the course of
the entire movie. He plays Red Sto-
vall, a hard-living, hard-drinking
honkytonk singer-composer whose
illness prevents him from becoming a
legend in his own time, but a brink-
of-the-grave recording session in-
sures, we are led to believe, a measure
of posthumous glory. There are some
isolated good moments, but the
whole thing is too self-indulgent. The

Paul Newman stars as a
disillusioned Boston attorney with
a last chance to resurrect his
faltering career in "The Verdict,"
and Meryl Streep and Roy Scheider
(left) star as lovers caught up in the
investigation of a brutal murder in
"Still of the Night." Both films are
among a number of Christmas
releases reviewed this week by the
U.S. Catholic Conference, (NC photos)

hero can do no wrong, even though
he goes to bed with a 16-year-old girl
and, in one of the most gratuitously
offensive sequences in living memory,
pays a prostitute to introduce his
nephew to sex. For its crudity and
lack of anything resembling a moral
perspective, the U.S.C.C. has classi-
fied it O — morally offensive.

• IN THE STILL OF THE
NIGHT — PG

A psychiatrist finds himself irresist-
ibly drawn to a mysterious woman
who, he has good reason to believe,
may have killed one of his patients
and may make him her next victim.
This Hitchcock-style melodrama has
all the defects of the master — no
heart, no sense of reality — and none
of Hitchcock's stylish virtues. There
is no suspense, the dialogue is trite
and the obviously contrived plot has
an incredibly flaccid resolution. The
U.S.C.C. has classified it A-II —
adults and adolescents.

• SIX WEEKS — PG
An 11-year-old girl (Katherine

Healy) becomes attached to an un-
typical congressional candidate (Dud-
ley Moore) and persuades her fabu-
lously wealthy mother (Mary Tyler
Moore) to back his election bid. The
mother consents on condition that the
candidate give the girl a prominent
role in the campaign. He refuses at
first, but then relents when he learns
the girl is dying of leukemia. Soon the
mother, too, succumbs to the candi-
date's charm and he reciprocates, a
turn of events that threatens his mar-
riage. The film is drenched in a smug
humanism and hedonism that rule
out all spiritual considerations. Be-
cause the moral implications of the
plot are so resolutely ignored, this is
mature viewing fare, and the
U.S.C.C. has classified it A-III —
adults.
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The Chaminade High School Booster
Club invites all parents, alumni, friends
and their guests to join them and welcome
1983 at the Annual New Year's Eve Dance
on Friday, Dec. 31, in the Chaminade
Cafeteria. Live music. Buffet at 11 p.m.
Tickets are $18 per person and may be ob-
tained by calling Chaminade, Ed Drugan
(989-9305) or Bill Bravo (981-9359).

Holy Family Women's Club is spon-
soring a 'New Year's Eve Gala' December
31, at 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. Live music, buffet
supper, snacks, noisemakers, all for the
price of $12.50 per person. For informa-
tion and reservations call 895-5941 or

893-1014.

The Greater Hollywood Catholic
Widows-ers Club will host prominent at-
torney Victor P, DeBianchi, Jr., at a
meeting on Jan. 7, at Nativity Parish Hall,
700 Chaminade Dr., in Hollywood. DeBi-
anchi will discuss new Florida laws regard-
ing certain legalities for single people.

St. Coleman's Spirit of Light Prayer
Community, 1200 S. Federal Highway,
Pompano Beach, will host a Night of
Praise and Healing on Tuesday, Jan. 4, at
8 p.m. The Dominican Preaching Team
from Minneapolis, Fr. Joseph Bidwell and

Fr. Tony Kilroy will celebrate the liturgy
and healing service. All are welcome! For
additional information call 781-0576 or
942-0425.

Ancient Order of Hiberians Division
Two, North Broward County, will meet
Tuesday, Dec. 28, 1982, at 8 p.m., St.
Ambrose Church Family Center, 350 S.
Federal Highway, Deerfield Beach.

Our Lady of Assumption Church, 2001
S. Ocean Blvd., Pompano Beach, presents
a "Night of God's Love," with Arnold
and Jacki Catitanelli and Family in con-
cert. All are invited. Dec. 29, 2:30 p.m.

Christmas Eve concert at
St. John Neuman

A free Christmas Eve Concert, featur-
ing an 18-piece orchestra and full choir,
will be presented by St. John Neumann
Catholic Church at 11:00 p.m. on Friday,
December 24th. The program, directed by
Lewis Eastlick, will precede midnight
mass in the Church Building at 12125
S.W. 107 Avenue. The musicians will per-
form Vivaldi's "Magnificat, "selections
from Handel and Berlioz, as well as tradi-
tional hymns.

Job Offer
Hairdresser, 5 days, steady
work, 592-2000, ext. 2144.

f VOICE
' South Florida Circulation for Leisure Reading

CLASSIFIED ADS
ZA-STAMP COLLECTIONS

WANTED U.S. STAMPS &
COVERS. FREE APPRAISALS
CALL CHARLES 271-3435

4A-HALLS FOB RENT

GABLES K OF C HALL FOR RENT
Weddings, Parties or Banquets

270 Catalonia Ave. 448-9242

K of C Hall for rent. Weddings &
Banquets. (Miami Council 1726)
5644 NW 7 St. 264-2091

5-PERSONALS

FATHER MANNING
TV CHANNEL 45

SUNDAYS AT 9:00 PM
MONDAYS AT 2:30 PM

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
TURNED DOWN OR CEASED?

YOU SHOULD APPEAL!!
FREE CONSULTATION. CALL

Dr. Bernard Yoffee 271-4458

5A-N0VENA

Special thanks to Our Lady
for all prayers answered.

Publication promised. M.M.

5A-N0VENA

THANKSGIVING
NOVENA TO ST. JUDE

Oh, holy St. Jude, Apostle and mar-
tyr, great in virtue & rich in
miracles, near kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of all who
invoke your special patronage in
time of need, to you I have recourse
from the depth of my heart, and
humbly beg to whom God has given
such great power to come to my
assistance. Help me in my present
and urgent petition. In return, I pro-
mise to make your name known and
cause you to be invoked.

Say 3 Our Fathers. 3 Hail Marys and Glorias.
Publication must be promised St Jude. pray for
us and all who invoke your aid AMEN This
novena has never been known to lail. I have had
my request granted Publication promised'
Lillian T. I

lO^AMUSEMENTS, PABTTES ETC.

SPORT FISHING
"HELEN C"

947-4081
CAPT. JOHN CALLAN

BIRTHDAY COMING UP?
Make your child's party the best
ever! Hire MARTY, the acrobatic

clown. Games & Goodies supplied.
Reasonable. Call after 6 PM

233-0558

12-CHILD CARE

Complete CHILD CARE CENTER, 24
Hrs. day, 365 days year,.Day care,

over-night & baby sitting
Birth to 12 yrs. Call 754-4599

15-POSITIONS WANTED

Experienced lady will take care of
elderly with love & concern. SW or
NW area. Days only. 856-0758

TO SAY
MERRY CHRISTMAS

TO ALL

25-TOOL BENTALS

OVER 100 LOW RENTAL TOOLS
SMITTY'S HARDWARE & PAINT CO.
12320NW7AVE. 661-4481

26-AUTOS FOB SALE

1980 Toyota long bed pickup
Low mileage. 5 speed. A/C, radio

Camper top. 758-6632

Jeeps, Cars, Trucks under $100
available at local Gov't sales in

your area. Call (refundable) 1-714-
569-0241. Ext. 5108 for directory

on how to purchase. 24 Hours.

38-BETIBEMENT H0MES-0AD£

ELDERLY CARED FOR
24 HOUR SUPERVISION

893-4419

ELDERLY CARED FOR WITH
LOVE AND CONCERN

754-4599

40-APABTMENTS FOR RENT-MIAMI BEACH

$295. month. 1 BR. Furn. Apt.
Lincoln Road area. Adults,
quiet, private. 673-8784

SI-LOTS FOB SALE-NORTH CAROLINA

• • V • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
FOR SALE

TWO ADJACENT HALF
ACRE LOTS IN SPARTA,

NX. ASKING $7,000 each
Willing to negotiate. Call

(904) 683-8056

53-REAL ESTATE-PALM BEACH CNTY.

PHILIP D. LEWIS, INC.
COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES

NORTH PALM BEACH COUNTY
31 W. 20 St., Riviera Beach

844-0201

Mail an
ad!

To: THE VOICE Box. 1059. Miami 33138

1-2 Times $1.50 per line
3 or more Times $1.40 per line

4-5 W O R D S
PER LINE

3 LINES M I N I M U M

DEADLINE TUESDAY 10 AM PRECEDING DATE OF ISSUE
Please print the enclosed classified ad.
Starting . Run weeks.
I enclose $ in full payment.

Name , r

Address

Zip

DEADLINE
TUESDAY 10 AM BUSINESS SERVICE GUIDE PHONE

754-2651

60-ACCOUNTANTS

FRED HOFFMEIER-ACCOUNTANT
Tax/Bookkeeping/Notary

Call 565-8787

60-AIR CONDITIONING

REPAIR AIR CONDITIONING
AND INSTALL

947-6674

60-AUTO PARTS-DAOE

BOB'S USED AUTO PARTS
9800 NW South River Drive

We Buy Late Model Wrecks 887-5563

60-ELECTRICAL-BROWABD

TAKE A MINUTE
CALL MINNET ELECTRIC

Established 1954. Experienced.
Honesty, integrity, Dependability.

REPAIR, REMODEL • 772-2141

60-GENERAL MAINTENANCE

REASONABLE RATES
"Don't fuss, call Gus Canales"

Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry,
Painting, Sprinkler Systems (Instal-
lation & Agriculture), Cabinet Work,
Wood & Chain Fencing, Roof paint-
ing & Repairs. All work
GUARANTEED. FREE ESTIMATES.
CALL NOW AND SAVE. 24 HRS.
SERVICE. 261-4623

60-M0VING 4 STORAGE

ROBERT WILLIAMS
MOVING AND STORAGE

Large or small jobs. Anytime.
681-9930

60-PAINTING

CHARLES THE PAINTER
Interior • Exterior • Residential
Commercial. Free tstimates,

25 Years in Miami.
271-3435

60-PLASTEBING

For all your plastering
work & expert patching, Call

Charles 271-3435

60-PLUMBING

CC#2476

PHIL PALM
PLUMBING
REPAIRS &

ALTERATIONS
Call 891-8576

CORAL GABLES PLUMBING
Complete bathroom remodeling

Home repairs
24-Hour Service

446-1414 cc#0754 446-2157

RIGHT WAY PLUMBING CO. INC.
COMPLETE PLUMBING SERVICE
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL

7155 NW 74 St. 885-8948

EO-BEFBIGERATION

M.L.S. REFRIGERATION CO.
Work done on your premises

FREE ESTIMATES 754-2583

BO-RELIGIOUS ARTICLES

ST. PAUL'S CATHOLIC
BOOK & FILM CENTER

B.ibles-Missals-Religious Articles
Mon-Sat 8:30 AM to 6 PM

Free parking in back of building
2700 Bisc. Blvd. 573-1618

60-R00FING

EAGLE ROOFING CO.
635 NE 64 Street

Reroofing and Repairs
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES
Call 756-2227 8 AM to 6 PM

756-9069 after 7 PM

ROOFING & REPAIRS
Over 22 yrs. experience. Guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES. Licensed &
Insured. 24 Hrs.. 7 Days

945-2733 cc#12778 758-1521

Repairs, Reroofing & Carpentry
work. Joseph Daviin cc#0932

Member of BBB and K of C
666-6819 or 667-9606

60-SEAL COATING

JACK'S IMPERIAL ASPHALT, INC.
Seal Coating (2 Coats)

Asphalt Patching 581-5352

60-SEPTIC TANKS

CONNIE'S SEPTIC TANK CO.
Pump outs, repairs. 24-Hr. Service
CC#256727 592-3495

CHAPMAN SEPTIC TANKS
Pump outs. Drain fields installed
SWarea. 264-4272 or 551-9154

SIGNS

EDVITO SIGNS
TRUCK WALL GOLD LEAF

7228 NW 56 Street 887-8633

60-SUPCOVERS

CUSTOM MADE
SLIPCOVERS & CUSHIONS

MADE WITH YOUR
MATERIAL OR OURS

CALL JACK 932-9214

60-VENETIAN BUND SERVICE

STEADCRAFT BLINDS
Venetian blinds, Riviera 1" . blinds,
Custom shades, Old blinds re-
finished and repaired your home:
Jalousie door and window steel
guards.

1151 NW 117 St. 688-2757
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KNOW YOUR FAITH

Season begins
on the 25th

By Gabe Huck
NC News Service

Christmas is a season. Right?
We talk about it all the time. But

we generally mean a time beginning
between Halloween and Thanks-
giving and running until mid-after-
noon Dec. 25 when the post-Christ-
mas season is said to begin

What of an individual, a family, a
parish that has kept the season of
Advent, kept it by relishing the
darkness, by pondering the way that
human beings frighten each other,
by seeking God's promise in all the
confusion?

When such things begin to hap-
pen, we will be again at the thresh-
old of a season rightly called Christ-
mas. It is the festival made possible
by the .patient discovery of Advent
in our world.

THE SEASON begins on the
night between Dec. 24 and 25. A
vigil Mass in the early dark tells the
whole list of ancestors of the new-
born child, all those generations, all
that conceiving and giving birth un-
til this birth.

In the middle of the night, the
dearest story is told: the census, the
crowded inn, the animals and
angels. At the heart of it: "She gave
birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in swaddling clothes
and laid him in a manger."

Have we heard it too often to
hear it? At Christmas morning Mass
the tale is told of the shepherds.
Later in the day, all this lovely
storytelling gives way to John's Gos-
pel where the evangelist tries vali-
antly to grasp the larger meaning:
"In the beginning was the Word."

Each of us hears a bit of this.
And it is enough for the day. But

Father Fancis J. Castellano, pastor of Mater Dolorosa Parish in an Italian sec-
tion of Williamsport, Pa., celebrates the midnight vigil Mass. Long a Catholic
tradition, midnight Mass usually attracts large crowds of people. <NC photo)

that is exactly why Christmas makes
itself into a season. We need time to
savor what we have believed, to see
it from some other sides, to find,
with each Christmastime, ourselves
within it.

On the Sunday after Christmas,
Dec. 26 this year, we tell of the
child found in the temple.

On Dec. 28, the story is back to
Bethlehem to remember Herod's
slaughter of the children.

Our New Year's Day is an ancient
feast called "Mary, Mother of
God.' Then we tell how Mary kept
all these things in her heart and
treasured them.

In the United States, Epiphany is
celebrated on the next Sunday. We
know what story to expect, the
Magi, but we also hear hints of
what will be told more fully in a
week, Jesus' baptism by John.

In 1983, we have the baptism fol-
lowed Jan. 16 by another epiphany
story, the water made into wine at
Cana.

AN ANCIENT chant bound all

these epiphany stories together:
"Today the bridegroom claims the
bride, the church, since Christ has
washed her sins away in Jordan's
water; the Magi hasten with their
gifts to the royal wedding; and the
wedding guests rejoice, for Christ
has changed water into wine!"

Did someone get the stories mixed
up? Or is that what we really mean
by epiphany?

There is no logic, no pretense at
history or biography in all this
season. Rather, at the time for the
winter solstice, when the going can
be grim, the church gathers us
around a great story of God-with-

R
A
J•

0
R
0

B
A
Y m'l

N
1
C
E

A
C
H

T
E
R
M

E H P
R|A

lli
E
L
M•

L
E
A•

E
E
S

C
A
P
0
N

A
B
E

R T
EE
NIN

TITB
SMB

NT
E E
BIR
• P
MB

A
P
A
R
T

S
Y
N
0
D

A
R
A

D
E
N

E
A
D

N
C
H

HTIEHIINIB
T M H H B O
AIPIPIYINIEIW

A
B
Y

R
E
E

N
S
A

S
E
R

Here are the answers to last week's Crossword Puzzle.

Christmas
stories

to
cherish

us, Emmanuel. The story needs
many days to unfold. It is anything
but sentiment.

Advent's consciousness of the
great terror and anguish and waiting
of the world demands we tell a true
story. It is a poor birth among ani-
mals made known to bottom-ranked
shepherds. John tells us from the
start: "The world did not know who
he was."

Old Simeon warns the parents of
a soul-piercing sword, and infants
and toddlers pay with their lives in
sweet Bethlehem. It was no easy
birth.

The many days of the. Christmas
festival would have us face how
Herod-like is our world, how hard it
is to admit a messiah who belongs
to the poor and the oppressed.

Yet from Christmas to Epiphany
and beyond we learn how to praise
and give thanks for such a savior.
We need to give ourselves the time:
to keep the tree and its storytelling
decorations; to read over and over
the early chapters of Matthew and
Luke and the prologue to John's
Gospel; to sing carols and Christmas
hymns; to prolong the exchange of
gifts by giving to those around us
our time (for once-a-year adventures
and just for listening) so we get to
know spouses and children again.

Christmas just begins Dec. 25!

By Father John Castelot
NC News Service

It is not surprising that the Spirit
of God, the Holy Spirit, plays an
important role in Luke's story of
the birth of Jesus. For the Spirit
plays a noticeably important role in
the theology of Luke, both in the
Gospel and its sequel, the Acts of
the Apostles.

In Luke's story of the circum-
stances surrounding the birth of
John the Baptizer, the angel tells
Zechariah, the very surprised pros-
pective father, that the new baby
"will be filled with the Holy Spirit
from his mother's womb."
Then, to an equally surprised Mary,
Luke has the angel explain: "The
Holy Spirit will come upon you and
the power of the Most High will
overshadow you."

LATER, when Mary visits Eliza-
beth we read: "Elizabeth was filled
with the Holy Spirit and cried out in
a loud voice: 'Blest are you among
women and blest is the fruit of your
womb.' "

Again, when the infant Jesus is
brought to the temple to meet the
aged Simeon, Luke introduces the
man with the words: "He was just
and pious, and awaited the consola-
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"Lo, in a manger lies Jesus, lowly son of the gentle maid, Mary." This rendition
of "The Nativity" is from the Berthold Missal made in the Weingarten Abbey in
southern Germany early in the 13th century. <NC photo)

tion of Israel, and the Holy Spirit
was upon him. It was revealed to
him by the Holy Spirit that he
would not experience death until he
had seen the anointed of the Lord.
He came to the temple now, in-
spired by the Spirit."

Such recurring references to the
action of the Holy Spirit alert us to
the fact that Luke's main purpose
here is more theological than his-
torical. After all, the activity of the
spirit is something which transcends
history and is not subject to his-
torical control.

Especially interesting is the con-
stant involvement of the Holy spirit
even before the ministry of Jesus
has begun. For, on the avowal of
Luke himself, the Spirit was not
sent until the son was glorified after
his resurrection and exaltation.

AT THE VERY end of the Gos-
pel of Luke the risen Lord tells the
disciples: "I send down upon you
the promise of my Father. Remain
here in the city until you are clothed
with power from on high." (Chap-
ter 24:49).

At the beginning of Acts the risen
Christ says: "John baptized with
water, but within days you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit . . .
You will receive power when the

Holy Spirit comes down upon you."
It is the time of the year when

once again the cherished stories of
Jesus' birth will be retold. They will
evoke warm memories of childhood,
as well they may.

But it is important to remember
that Luke — and Matthew — did
not write the stories for children.
Their intention was not to entertain
but to instruct.

Accordingly they composed seri-
ous statements about Christ: profes-
sions of faith in the real identity of
the Christ-child. We're hearing who
this child is.

This identity was known to the
evangelists in the light of their
experience of the risen Lord and the
Holy Spirit. As a result Luke did
not hesitate to portray the Holy
Spirit as active in events which took
place years before the Spirit had
been sent to the Christian com-
munity by the risen Lord. That is
why, in a real sense the Christmas
stories also are Easter stories.

These Christmas stories are pre-
cious statements of Christian faith.
And we cherish them as such.

At the same time, the stories
should be treasured so that the pro-
found theology they convey is not
missed.

KNOW YOUR FAITH

This Jesus
of Christmas

By Neil Parent
NC News Service

It was Christmas Eve some 25 years ago. My family and I had gathered
at church to await the start of the midnight vigil Mass.

As we sat in the softly lit church surrounded by many others who had
also arrived early, the choir enchanted us with beautifully sung Christmas
carols.

About 10 minutes before midnight, our attention was called to a small
star-shaped light focused on the ceiling near the back of the church. The
star could be seen inching its way along the ceiling toward the front of the
church.

AT MIDNIGHT, the star completed its journey across the length of the
church and was hovering directly over a crib in which the figures of Mary,
Joseph, the Christ child and various animals were housed. A joyous song
by the choir announced the arrival of Christmas, and we all rose to greet
the liturgy's celebrant.

That particular celebration left a deep impression on me and over the
years I have periodically looked back on that evening with many fond
memories. There, surrounded by family and friends, I experienced some-
thing of the meaning of Christmas, appropriately symbolized in the liturgy
and in the simple pageant which portrayed the journey of the star to the
humble stable in Bethlehem.

, Although I didn't think about
Jesus' birth signaled a
new relationship
between God and
humanity. For those
who understood, God
was no longer hidden
beyond the stars; God
was as present and as
unassuming as the
humble child's quiet
breath and gentle
gurglings.

the star and crib in these terms at
the time, now they have come to
symbolize for me the joining of the
divine and the human in the birth
of the savior. The ceiling star was
light and ethereal — a fitting sym-
bol for the divine.

And the stable with its humble,
tangible elements of wood and
straw and the figures of animals
and humans, was likewise a fitting
symbol for the earthly. The star's
journey to the crib suggested the
journey of Christ, light of the
world, spanning the unfathomable
gap between divine and human. As
the star came to the stable, so did

.God come to be one of us.
JESUS' BIRTH signaled a new relationship between God and humanity.

For those who understood, God was no longer hidden beyond the stars;
God was as present and as unassuming as the humble child's quiet breath
and gentle gurglings. The all powerful God had become one of the most de-
pendent of creatures.

Christmas then marks not only the dramatic entry of God into history as
a human being, it also marks our recruitment for service on behalf of his
presence.

Thus, while Jesus was an infant and small child, he remained dependent
upon others, particularly his family, to keep him out of harm's way, to
nourish and instruct him, to raise him to that point of maturity where he
could begin to act on his own.

This was no small role that humanity played in supporting and preparing
Jesus.

Later, when people encountered Jesus, when they were healed by his
touch, or when their minds were illuminated with his words, they experi-
enced God. The ways of Jesus were the ways of God. His whole life was a
tangible expression of God's being with his people, loving, caring and even
suffering on their behalf. ;

Jesus now lives in those who believe in him and who make his ways their
ways. God's loving presence continues today through those who love, care
and serve, just as Jesus did.

Thus, Christmas is not only a celebration of the wonderful act of God
being born among us as a child; it is also the celebration of God recruiting
us as partners in making his presence an ongoing reality.

When we celebrate Christmas, we also should rejoice in our wonderfully
mysterious role of helping to mediate the presence of Christ down through
the ages.

Miami, Florida / THE VOICE / Friday, December 24, 1982 / PAGE 19



SHE
brought

forth her
firstborn
son, and
wrapped

him in
swaddling

clothes, and
laid him in
a manger,

because
there was

no room for
them in the

inn . . .
- L u k e 2:7-11

Parishioners at Little (-lower Church in Coral Gables were especially
reminded this year of Christ's birth by the large Nativity scene created
by associate pastor Father Antonio Mendoza, seen here with third-
graders Ana Sanchez, Jaime Alleyn and (partially obscured) Anettxo
Rezola and Mark Hernandez. Msgr. William McKeever, former pastor
of Little Flower and currently pastor of St. Agnes in Key Biscayne, do-
nated the ceramic figures of Mary, Joseph and the Christ Child while
parishioners chipped in about $1,000 to help buy the rest of the 30-fig-

ure ensemble, including shepherds, Magi and angels. Father Men-
doza, who fashioned the display from brown paper bags, hay and spray
paint, recalled that St. Francis of Assissi is credited with erecting the
first Nativity scene in the 13th century, in order to bring people closer
to Christ and to the mystery of that first Bethlehem Christmas. The
Prayer of St. Francis, below, is also attributed to this simple saint.
(Voice photo by Ana RodriguezSoto)
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