
State clergy: End death penalty
• Complete text, pg. 8

By Ana Rodriguez-Soto
Voice News Editor

Speaking as one body, church
leaders in Florida called this week for
the abolition of the state's death
penalty, saying the practice is
"morally ambiguous" at best, if not
outright immoral.

The historic statement, described
as the first such "wide-ranging ecu-
menical cooperation," was signed by
all the Catholic bishops of Florida
along with representatives of most

other major Christian denomina-
tions.

While acknowledging that many in
their own churches will disagree with
their conclusion, the religious leaders
urged that "the use of capital punish-
ment in Florida ... be discontinued."

The religious leaders added, "We
do not 'unchurch' those who disagree
with us. We do not here argue
statistics or deterrent effects or
ideology. We have written you as
Christian brothers and sisters to
speak our mind in Christ."

At the press conference releasing

'We seriously question
that it (capital punish-
ment) does any good,
and we are deeply con-
vinced that it does a
great deal of harm...' Abp. McCarthy

the statement, simply entitled "Letter
to Christians in Florida," the leaders
of all the denominations, including

the Catholic Church, voiced a desire
that their message be read, discussed

(Continued on page 9)
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3nd 3W9V Under the watchful eye of an enthralled youngster, a colorful burst
auu away Qf Da | |Oons begins filling up Pompano Beach's sky. The uplifting

display topped off the festivities marking the 25th anniversary of St.
Elizabeth Parish. More photos, story on page 12. (Voice photo/Ana
Rodriguez-Soto)

Our Teenagers:
Like schools, don't like drugs

(Second in a series)
By Ana Rodriguez-Soto

Voice News Editor
Although more than half of all

Catholic high school seniors have got-
ten drunk on occasion, the great ma-
jority are not hooked on drugs, in-
cluding commonplace marijuana, a
Voice survey has found.

Only eight percent of 181 seniors
polled said they use marijuana or co-
caine on a regular basis. None use any
"hard" drugs, such as "angel dust"
or heroin.

The survey, conducted last April in
six Catholic high schools in Dade and
Broward counties, also found that
peer pressure is what the students
consider the greatest problem of their
young adult lives.

The 17 questions on areas such as
drug use, satisfaction with Catholic

schools, family life and teen and
adult problems, make up the second
part of the 66-question survey.

All the results were tallied by The
Voice editorial staff and analyzed by
Maria C. Rodriguez, a graduate stu-
dent in the doctoral program in clini-
cal psychology at Nova University in
Davie.

In the last issue (Nov. 16), The
Voice reported on the teens' religious
beliefs and practices in areas such as
attendance at Mass, participation in
parish activities and consideration of
religious vocations.

The final part of this series in the
next issue of The Voice will examine
the teenagers' sexual beliefs and expe-
riences.

Drug use
A surprising and welcome result of

this section of the survey was the low
rate of drug abuse among Catholic
teenagers.

Forty percent have tried mari-
juana, but only seven percent said
they use it regularly. Only 20 percent

have tried cocaine, and three percent
use it on a regular basis.

Of all those surveyed, only two per-
cent said they are hooked on both co-
caine and marijuana.

The percentages were even lower
for hard drugs, such as heroin, LSD
or "angel dust." Five percent of all
the teenagers said they have tried
these substances, but not a single
teenager surveyed is using any of
them regularly.

Sixty-eight percent of those who
have never tried pot or cocaine said
they would not consider using them
under any circumstances, such as at a
party or social occasion. Only eight
percent said they would.

The seniors also were strongly
against the legalization of either mari-
juana or cocaine. Eighty-seven per-

(Continued on page 14)
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HOMELESS WOMAN — On a Washington street a homeless woman digs
throughj] trash confainer for anything she can salvage. In recent weeks, ex-
perls have warneff that the problem of homelessness in the United States is
getting worse, (NC photo)

Pope says:

Christian communities foster joy
VATICAN CITY (NC) — Basic Christian communities do not seek to divide

the Catholic Church between rich and poof classes, and can be a source of
"hope and joy" within the parish structure, said Auxiliary Bishop Carlos Jose
Boaventura Kloppenburg of Sao Salvador da Bahia, Brazil. In Latin America,
the communities also have a valid political role to play in society as long as
their stands are based on their faith and not on partisan ideologies, he added.
The; bishop's observations were published in the L'Osservatore Romano, the
Vatican newspaper.

Abp. Fresno condemns siege in Chile
SANTIAGO, Chile (NC) — Archbishop Juan Francisco Fresno of Santiago ,

has condemned a state of siege ordered by Chilean President Augusto
Pinochet, saying it has caused fear and anguish among Chileans. He also said
the action, which imposed strict censorship, has interfered with relations be- _
tween the church leadership and the faithful. Archbishop Fresno read and
distributed the letter to several hundred members of the Santiago clergy and
ordered that it be read at every Mass on Sunday.

'God's Broker' still in trouble
PHILADELPHIA (NC) — The Philadelphia branch of the American Civil

Liberties Union and the Authors League of America filed a friend-of-the-court
brief urging a U.S. district judge to reject contempt charges against the author
of a book about Pope John Paul II. The author, Antoni Gronowicz, was the
possible" subject of contempt charges for failing to turn over background
materials for his book, "God's Broker," a purported biography of Pope John
Paul H. The grand jury was investigating charges of mail fraud against
Gronowicz, whose book was recalled in July by its publisher for being "a total
fraud."

Bishops deny secret orders
(Undated) (NC) — Canadian and U.S. Ukrainian Rite bishops have denied

news reports that the Vatican has sent them "secret instructions" to suspend
all married priests of their-rite who have been ordained since 1963. Their
denials followed the publication of articles in the Nov. 5 Newsweek and the
Nov. 8 Pittsburgh Post-Gazette saying that such instructions were issued.
"None of the Ukrainian Rite. American bishops got any kind of a letter or in-
structions (from the Vatican)," Bishop Basil H. Losten of the Ukrainian
Diocese of Stamford, Conn., said.

World needs laity
VATICAN CITY (NC) — The

world needs Christian laity to help
harmonize ethics with technological
progress, to find solutions to hunger
and war, to promote life and to resist
materialist ideologies, said Pope John
Paul II Nov. 19. .

Catholic leaders should train "an
ever-growing number of lay people,
aware of their fundamental and speci-
fic vocation, to be builders of a world
more fitted to the dignity of every in-
dividual and of all human beings,"
the pope said in a speech to the
plenary assembly of the Pontifical
Council for the Laity.

THE NOV. 15-21 assembly was
meeting to prepare material for the
1986 world Synod of Bishops which
will discuss the role of the laity in
church life.

"The world needs the presence and
the particular contribution of Chris-
tians in many spheres," the pope said.

Christian laity should be present
"at the point where scientific and
technological progress has to be har-

monized with ethics; where the battles
against war and hunger are being
fought (and) where the human value
of work is made manifest in the
solidarity of the workers themselves,''
the pope said.

Christian lay persons are also im-
portant, he said, in promoting "a
culture that stands for life" and
"where individuals and peoples if >
come aware of the bondage of mattf^
alism" and resist materialist ideolo-
gies.

"The training of lay people de-
mands catechetical work throughout
the church," the pope said.

POPE JOHN PAUL praised the
laity council for planning a March
30-31, 1985 International Youth Fes-
tival in Rome. Such festivals are an
excellent way of getting youths to
participate in church life, he added.

"It would be a mistake not to grasp
the pastoral opportunity that such
gatherings offer," he said. The pope
expressed hope that "similar celebra-
tions will take place in the local
churches."

Maryknoll pres. makes pledges
MARYKNOLL, N.Y.(NC) — Sister Luise Ahrens, newly elected president

of the Maryknoll Sisters, said that in the years ahead her order will continue its
emphasis on justice and give increased attention to interreligious dialogue. The
46-year-old native of Detroit was elected president of the Maryknoll Sisters by
the order's General Assembly. She will take office Jan. 6, succeeding Sister
Melinda Roper, for a six-year term.

U.S. Bishops' actions:
Bishops urge Anglican Catholic reunion!
WASHINGTON (NQ — The U.S. bishops Nov. 15 unanimously approved

an encouraging, optimistic evaluation of the first Anglican-Roman Catholic
International Commission's dialogue conclusions. The bishops' evaluation asks
the Vatican eventually to convoke a synod of bishops, with Anglican input and
representation, to consider Anglican-Catholic reunion. It strongly praises the
Final Report of ARCIC I, as the first Anglican-Roman Catholic International
Commission is usually called. But it also cites several ambiguities and
unanswered questions in that report, saying these need further study and
clarification. §

Lay persons heed guide for preaching |
WASHINGTON (NC>- The U.S. bishops need to.have guidelines for when

lay persons can preach in churches, Bishop Frank J, Rodimer of Paterspn|
N.J., said. Bishop Rodimer told bishops at their general meeting in Washingf
ton that part of the new Code of Canon Law states that lay persons can preach
in a church if the bishops' conference deems it "necessary" or "useful," but
another part of the code reserves the homily for priests or deacons. Bishop An-
thony Bevilacqua of Pittsburgh, a member of the bishops' Committee on
Pastoral Research and Practices, said the code identifies different types of
preaching, one form of which is the homily.

Apartheid laws anger bishop
WASHINGTON (NC) — Auxiliary Bishop Emerson J. Moore of New Yc«^

urged the U.S. bishops to develop a position on divesting church funds " f r o ^
institutions that are exploiting the apartheid situation" in South Africa.
Bishop Moore made his request at the National Conference of Catholic
Bishops' meeting in Washington Nov. 14. Bishop Moore said Americans con-
cerned about racism in South Africa are asking U.S. corporations, institutions
and the U.S. government "to use their economic clout to encourage the South
African regime to eliminate its apartheid laws and institute a democratic form
of government."
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Vatican ties with Israel urged
Congressmen cite benefits
to Catholic-Jewish relations

WASHINGTON (NC) — Thirteen
Catholic and 13 Jewish members of
Congress have urged Pope John Paul
II to personally act to initiate Vatican
diplomatic recognition of Israel.
' .The House members said that the

<C>ablishment of diplomatic ties
would not only foster improved
Catholic-Jewish relations but would
boost the friendship between the
United States and the Holy See as
well.

"As Catholic and Jewish members
of the United States Congress, we
strongly favor mutual diplomatic
relations between the Vatican and
Israel and urge the prompt establish-
ment of such relations," the members
of the House of Representatives said

Continence
good for
marriages
—Pope
VATICAN CITY (NC) — Pope

John Paul II said that continence,
while at times requiring the "self-
discipline of sexual abstinence,"
frees individuals from tensions and
increases affection in marriage.

"It has been said that-continence
provokes unnecessary tensions
within a person," the pope said at
a weekly general audience at the
Vatican. "But in reality, con-
tinence is the one way of freeing
oneself from such inner tensions."

By asing continence to direct
sexual emotions toward other ex-
pressions of affection — without
conjugal union — couples are abie
to follow the teachings of the 1968
encyclical "Humanae Vitae,"
Pope Jtaha Paul said. He stressed
that tiie "periodic continence"
recommended in fbe encyclical re-
quires , setf-control and etmobles
married love.

in a letter to the pontiff sent through
apostolic pjronuncio Archbishop Pio
Laghi.

"Because of Your Holiness'
unswerving commitment to religious
toleration, we seek Your Holiness'
personal intervention to bring about
this monumental affirmation of the
kinship between the world's Catholics
and Jews," the letter said.

"The exchange of ambassadors be-
tween Israel and the Vatican would be
a watershed in the history of Jewish-
Catholic relations equivalent only to
the Second Vatican Council," the let-
ter said.

According tp Rep. Charles E.
Schumer, D-N.Y., an organizer of
the letter, there is apparent disagree-
ment within the Vatican over the
question of recognizing Israel.

"A split among the pope's advisers
has been reported, with one side said
to be supporting continuation of the
Vatican's official policy of favoring
the creation of a Palestinian
homeland and the internationaliza-
tion of Jerusalem, and the other side
favoring closer ties with Israel,
including official recognition,"
Schumer said.

In 1982, a Vatican official told NC
News that the Vatican did not have
diplomatic relations with either Israel
or Jordan because it had determined
that diplomatic relations could only
come with the resolution of the area's
problems.

Schumer attributed the Vatican's
policy of not recognizing Israel to
"an effort to preserve good relations
with the Christian community in the
Arab world."

The Vatican has expressed its hopes
regarding both a homeland for
Palestinians and security for Israel.

It has argued for a united
Jerusalem but also insisted that the
method of uniting the city and the
juridical status of the united city must
involve the whole international com-
munity because of Jerusalem's uni-
que position as a holy city for the
world's three great monotheistic
religions: Judaism, Christianity and
Islam.

20TH CENTURY MADONNA - In a camp near the Sudanese-Ethiopian
border, a mother tries to comfort her hungry child. Thousands of refugees
jam the camp and others throughout the drought-stricken region as volun-
tary agencies, among them Catholic Relief Services, rush food and aid to
the area. Locally, money to buy food for distribution in Ethiopia can be sent
to Msgr. Bryan Walsh, Director of CRS, 9401 Biscayne Boulevard, Miami
Shores, FL 33138. (NC/KNA photo)

Cardinal watching
VATICAN CITY (NC) — Vatican

watchers are birthday watchers — at
least where cardinals are concerned.
Thus, when Belgian Cardinal Max-

ilien de Furstenberg turned 80 Oct.
cardinal watchers immediately

realized the number of electors Pope
John Paul II could name to the col-
lege of cardinals had increased to 25.

Stories in the daily press in the
United States in mid-November
speculated on a date for the con-
sistory to fill the openings, but
spokesmen for the Vatican press of-
|fice and the National Conference of
Catholic Bishops denied the reports.

; Church norms, revised by Pope
Paul VI, stipulate that the number of
electors in the college of cardinals
may not exceed 120 and that an elec-
tor must be younger than 80 years of
age. There are now 95 cardinals under
age 80.

The pope can name any priest to
the college of cardinals but tradition
holds that those'named generally
come from key Vatican positions and

Rumors surface anew about which bishops
will be named to join College of Cardinals

from major sees throughout the
world.

The springtime curia change, a ma-
jor shake-up which brought new faces
to Rome and placed new heads in
several offices, provoked Vatican
watchers to cite Belgian Archbishop
Jean Joseph Hamer of the Vatican
Congregation for Religious and
Secular Institutes, Irish Archbishop
Dermot Ryan of the Vatican
Congregation for the Evangelization
of Peoples and German Archbishop
Augustin Mayer of the Vatican
Congregation for the Sacraments and
Vatican Congregation for Divine
Worship, among those likely to be
named cardinals.

The deaths of two leading U.S.
church figures in 1983, New York's
Cardinal Terence Cooke and
Boston's Cardinal Humberto
Medeiros, have thrust the names of

their respective successors, Arch-
bishop John O'Connor and Arch-
bishop Bernard Law, into the lime-
light.

Another U.S. churchman, Arch-
bishop James Hickey of Washington,
D.C., whose name had been mention-
ed prior to the last consistory in
which Chicago's Cardinal Joseph
Bernardin was named, continues to
be mentioned as a potential cardinal.

The November press rumors in the
United States also mentioned Arch-
bishop William Borders of Baltimore,
Archbishop Edmund Szoka of
Detroit, Archbishop William May of
St. Louis, and a possible "Sunbelt Ci-
ty" appointment to New Orleans,
headed by Archbishop Philip M.
Hannan; San Antonio, headed by
Archbishop Patrick F. Flores, or
Miami, where Archbishop Edward A.
McCarthy heads the See.

The dress and number of cardinals
throughout the history of the church
has changed, but their function of
serving as advisers to the pope has
not. .

In early days, cardinals were
bishops of dioceses neighboring
Rome and priests and deacons in
Rome whom the pope consulted on
problems in doctrine and church
governance. Today, cardinals come
from all over the world, but still ad-
vise the pope on doctrine and govern-
ment of the church.

The pope alone decides who will be
named cardinals. Canon law,
however, stipulates that the pope
choose priests who are "outstanding
for their doctrine, morals, piety and
prudence in action."

Usually the men who are to be
named cardinals are already bishops,
but not always.
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Economic pastoral criticized
Former Treasury secretary says bishops' solutions
have been tried — and failed — in the past

grams," he said. "So many of those
programs just wasted money.

"The bishops' letter basically
resembles a Santa Claus wish list. It
doesn't direct itself to the creation of
wealth but only to redistribution. It
proposes a government solution for
every one of our economic woes, but
we've tried all those solutions.

"The letter doesn't talk about
where the money is coming from," he
added.

Simon said that he had not yet read
all the draft of the bishops' pastoral,
which was released Nov. 11. But he
said the lay commission was develop-
ing a paper to summarize the critical
points of difference, and he hoped its
steering committee could hold discus-
sions with the pastoral drafting com-
mittee, headed by Archbishop

NEW YORK (NC) — The first
draft of the U.S. bishops' pastoral
letter on the economy "basically
resembles a Santa Claus wish list,"
former U.S. Treasury Secretary
William Simon said in an interview. .

Simon is chairman of the Lay
Commission on Catholic Social
Teaching and the U.S. Economy, an
independent group of prominent
Catholic laity which issued its own
study, parallel to that of the bishops,
on Catholic teaching and economic
issues shortly before the bishops'
draft was released.

The bishops' draft, Simon said,
proposes solutions that have already
been tried and did not work.

"In the '60s and '70s we spent over
a trillion dollars on mammoth
government and entitlement pro-

CULTS:
Should society be more tolerant?

By NC News Service
Six years after the Jonestown mass suicide in Guyana, debate continues over the

validity of recruiting tactics and the amount of toleration due cults in the United States.
In the November edition of U.S. Catholic published by the Claretian Fathers and

Brothers, William J. Whalen, author of "Strange Gods: Contemporary Religious Cults
in America," called for toleration of cults even if they seem to contradict commonly
held religious practices.

"If a cult — or a church — engages in kidnapping, murder, fraud, torture, or
embezzlement, it should be prosecuted under the laws of the land," Whalen said.

"But to tolerate cults' bizarre doctrines and lifestyles may simply be the price Chris-
tians pay for religious freedom," he added.

Whalen wrote that, when it comes to cults, "too many people seem to apply a double
standard: one for these cults and another for other churches and sects." :

"They tolerate in mainstream churches what they condemn in the cults. Many people
use tactics to fight the cults that they would never countenance in other situations."

Whalen's article cited attributes usually associated with cults but used by other
groups in similar conditions. He gave the example of a young man who left his home
and friends to join a community, devoted hours to daily meditation, pledged allegiance
to the leader of the commune, and gave any money he received to him.

"Who might this be? Perhaps a Moonie — or perhaps a novice in a Trappist
monastery," the article said.

But John Schultz, head of Mercy High School religion department in Farmington
Hills, Mich., told 1,200 high school teen-agers and parents to become more aware of
cults and their recruiting techniques.

Schultz, a self-educated cult expert, warned that cults presented an uncomplicated
view of life as an enticement for young people to join.

Cults try to destroy a person's individuality and ego, Schultz said. They change a per-
son's daily routine, cut off all outside influences and control his diet to keep the
person's system hyped up.

Rembert Weakland of Milwaukee.
The lay letter issued by Simon's

commission argues that the primary
way an economic system contributes
to social justice is by making wealth
grow rather than by redistributing
what is already there.

The letter says that, despite its im-
perfections, the American experiment
in democratic capitalism has been one
of the greatest successes in history in
battling humanity's twin enemies of
poverty and tyranny, and church
teaching on social justice could learn
important lessons from studying that
success story more closely.

The first draft of the bishops'
pastoral acknowledges the successes
in the American experiment but
focuses on remaining weaknesses. It
urges a "new American experiment"

aimed at guaranteeing economic
rights to all in the same.way that U.S.
citizens today are guaranteed civil
rights.

It argues also that redistribution of
wealth is a basic requirement of social
justice, saying that no one has a
to excess when others are in need.^

. Simon said the lay commission
agreed with the bishops that
economic problems require an "in-
s t i tu t iona l " as well as an
"individual" response, and that
society must help the unfortunate
who cannot take care of themselves.
"But government cannot be the last-
ing solution to our problems," he
said. "Government has a role, but it
is not the expanded role the bishops
recommend."

SILO ATTACKED — Three Catholic peace activists, from left, Oblate Father
Paul Kabat of Minneapolis, Helen Woodson of Madison, Wis., and Oblate
Father Carl Kabat of Madison, pose for a picture after using a sledge-
hammer to damage above-ground equipment at the Whiteman Army Base
near Knob Knoster, Mo. Another demonstrator used a compressor-driven,
90-pound jackhammer to damage a Minuteman missile silo. All were ar-
rested. (NC/UPI photos)^^

Artificial heart patient
has hometown's prayers

JASPER, Ind. (NC) — The tiny
community of Jasper is rallying
around the family of William J.
Schroeder, the world's second ar-
tificial heart recipient.

"The response from the com-
munity has been overwhelming,"
said Father Joseph Kirsch, as-
sociate pastor at St. Joseph's
Church in Jasper, where Schroeder
is a member. "There have been
many lives touched through this.

Mr. Schroeder feels he is doing
something not only for himself,
but to help others as well."

Schroeder received his artificial
heart Nov. 25 in a six-and-one-half
hour operation at Humana Heart
Institute International in

•Louisville, Ky. That evening over
500 neighbors and friends attended
a prayer vigil for Schroeder at the
Jasper church.

Jasper is a rural community of

about 5,000 people with a strong
German-Catholic heritage. The
townspeople have reacted to
Schroeder's historic operation with
"Christian, German pride,"
Father Kirsch told The Message,
newspaper of the Diocese of
Evansville.

Schroeder, 52, is the father of
six, ranging in age from 19 to 31,
and the grandfather of five, and is
known in the community for his
work with the Little League. Two

of his uncles are priests of the
Diocese of Evansville.

Schroeder and his wife,
Margaret, "are very comfortable"
with the ethical and spiritual
aspects of the operation, said
Father Kirsch. "They feel this is a
God-given talent that the doctors
have — that it would be sinful if
the doctors didn't use it."

The community has reacted
positively to the experimental
operation.

ROOF PAINTING AND WATER
PRESSURE
CLEANING

"Serving South Florida Over 40 Years"

Tom Gustafson Industries
PAINTING

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• CONDOMINIUMS
•CO-OPS

TEXTURED COATINGS
GUARANTEED FOR

AS LONG AS YOU OWN
YOUR HOME • BEAUTIFIES

• INSULATES

RE-ROOFING
ROOFING REPAIRS

GUTTERS

Member of Miami Owte Ft. Laudardale and
Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce

Ft. Lauderdale and Broward County Office Ph. 522-4768

Boca Raton Delray Office Ph. 278-4882

W. Palm Beach ft Palm Beach County Office Ph. 832-0235'

PAGE 4 / Miami. Florida / THE VOICE / Friday, November 30,1984



Agca's credibility
Is he
jury's

converted? Truth will determine
belief in Bulgarian plot to kill Pope

By John Thavis
NC News Analysis

ROME (NC) — Mehmet Ali Agca, the Turk-
ish terrorist who shot and wounded Pope John
Paul II in 1981, has told Italian investigators
that the Pope's forgiveness and a guilty con-
science led him to detail an alleged conspiracy
behind the shooting.

The motives behind Agca's change of heart
may be key to the eventual trial of suspected
conspirators. The case against them rests almost
entirely on the testimony of the would-be assas-
sin, who began cooperating with investigators
after spending one-and-one-half years in prison.

Italian investigators do not believe everything
Agca has said about the case, but they say there
is enough believable testimony to bring the case
to trial.

Agca's testimony is contained in a 1,243-page
report written by the investigating judge, Ilario
Martella, a copy of which was obtained by Na-
tional Catholic News Service. On Oct. 26, five
Turks and three Bulgarians were formally
charged with conspiring to kill the Pope, A trial
is expected early next year.

"Being in isolation, I found myself alone with
my conscience. I had time to reflect and become
aware of the grave errors I had made in choos-
ing the road of adventuristic terrorism," Agca
told investigators.

"In addition, the message of forgiveness that
the Pope had sent me immediately after the at-
tack moved me deeply and led me to see that
any violent action was no longer compatible
with my conscience," Agca said.

Italian investigators, however, make clear in
the report that they do not necessarily believe
Agca's claim of a cleansed conscience prompted
him to talk:

His motives
Instead, they surmise that Agca at first hoped

to be freed from prison by his alleged accom-
plices. When the escape did not materialize, they
argue, Agca began to talk. What he said came in
bits and pieces of truth and falsehood, they say.

Investigators theorize Agca wanted to put
more pressure on his alleged co-conspirators.
But when it became clear that his hoped-for
escape was a mere dream, the investigators say,
Agca decided to tell all.

The difference between the self-professed
"conversion" of the would-be assassin and the
report's less idealistic explanation is typical of
the case against the defendants, which is based
on Agca's testimony.

Not even the investigators believe everything
Agca says. In fact, some of it has been proven
false.

But enough has been corrobarated, in-
vestigators say, to bring the case to trial.
Defense lawyers have said they expect Agca's
credibility to be the major issue. '

As detailed in Martella's report, much of the

'Wm message the Pope had
sent me moved me deeply and
ted me to see that any violent
action was no longer
compatible with my
conscience'

•> — A g c a

evidence in the case is circumstantial, especially
regarding the three Bulgarians, who were Rome
employees of their government at the time of the
shooting.

Two judges and six jurors will be called on to
weigh the evidence.

While the report does not contain startling
new evidence about the shooting, it does include
hundreds of pages of verbatim testimony by
Agca, the other defendants, their acquaintances
and witnesses to the shooting.

Agca's Story
During one interrogation, Agca gave a detail-

ed account of what happened on May 13, 1981,
during the Pope's general audience in St. Peter's
Square. He named for the first time his longtime
friend and fellow Turkish terrorist, Oral Celik,
as a second gunnan who also may have fired a
bullet that wounded the Pope.

"Before the Pope came out of the Basilica,
Celik and I were ready in ambush. I took my
place on the right of the square (as you look at
the Basilica), behind the barriers, in fact leaning
on them," Agca said. "Celik, on the other
hand, was about 40 meters to my left, so that

-7 got rid of the camera... at—
the same time I pulled out
the pistol from beneath my
pants belt and shot two or
three times at the Pope...'

—Mehmet Ali Agca

the Pope, when he was brought among the
crowd, was between me and Celik."

Agca described how he watched the Pope's
white jeep come past the Swiss Guards, through
a gate and begin to make the traditional two
passes through the crowd.

"The agreement was that the attack would be
made on the second pass," Agca said. "Before I
shot, I was exchanging glances with Oral Celik
to signal if things were going well or if there
were difficulties, and I was pretending to take
photos with a camera."

On the Pope's second pass, Agca said Celik
signaled that "everything was going well."

Then, he said, "I got rid of the camera in a
hurry by throwing it to the ground. At the same
time I pulled out the pistol from beneath my
pants belt and shot two or three times at the
Pope.

"I couldn't keep shooting because some peo-
ple next to me had noticed what I was doing and
jerked me by the arm that was holding the
gun," Agca said. "I cannot rule out that Oral
Celik may also have shot at the Pope. It had
been agreed, in fact, that if I were not able to
conclude the attack or if I couldn't get at least
five shots off, Oral Celik would also have been
able to fire."

Second Man
Martella's report includes testimony from an

American tourist, Lowell Newton, who
photographed a man belived to be Celik running
away from the square after the shooting. The
photograph, taken from behind, does not show
a gun. But in his testimony, Newton and two of
his friends said the young man in the
photograph was carrying a gun when he ran past
them.

Agca said two Bulgarians were also in the
square that afternoon. Their jobs were to plant
"panic" bombs meant to facilitate the gunmen's
escape, then be ready to drive a getaway car.
The bombs unexplicably did not go off and were
never found by police.

One of the Bulgarians, Agca said, was Sergei
Antonov, who was then Rome station chief for
Bulgaria's national airline. Antonov has been
under arrest since November 1982 and is ex-
pected to be one of four defendants present at
the trial.

The other defendants will probably be tried in
absentia, officials said.

With Antonov, Agca said, was Todor
Ayvazov, then a cashier at the Bulgarian Em-
bassy in Rome. A third Bulgarian, Jelio Kolev
Vallisev, allegedly helped arrange both the
shooting and a truck which investigators believe
was meant to carry the gunmen to safety in
Bulgaria. Such a truck left the Bulgarian Em-
bassy the day of the shooting, investigators later
discovered. Both Vassilev and Ayvazov are in
Bulgaria, having left Italy in the second half of
1982.

Besides Agca, who is already serving a life
sentence for his part in the shooting, and Celik,
three other Turks have been indicted in the
alleged plot. Omer Bagci, under arrest in Italy,
has admitted to delivering to Agca the gun used
in the shooting, the report says.

Bekir Celenk, a Turkish underworld figure
believed to have operated for years in Bulgaria,
is living in a Bulgarian hotel, apparently under
the control of Bulgarian authorities. He has
denied Agca's claim that he worked as a middle-
man between the Turks and the Bulgarians in
the alleged plot.

Both Celenk and Musar Celebi, another Turk
indicted in the case, have denied Agca's claim
that the three met in March 1981 in Zurich to
plot the assassination. Delebi, under arrest in
Italy, said he met Agca but not Celenk. He said
the meeting concerned a minor request by Agca
for money. Agca said the three discussed the
assassination plot, and that Celenk proposed
payment of more than $1 million on behalf of
the Bulgarian secret service.

Accurate details
Most of the evidence detailed in the Martella

report concerns verification of Agca's recollec-
tion of meetings, places and people during the
months leading to the shooting. The in-
vestigators were particularly impressed with
Agca's accurate description of personal habits
and other details of the Bulgarians, who have all
denied ever meeting Agca. For example, Agca
said correctly that Antonov collected miniature
bottles as a hobby, that he liked flowers, en-
joyed classical and popular music, smoked
cigarettes, and drank wine, Bulgarian grappa
and whisky. Investigators likewise found his per-
sonal descriptions of the Bulgarians generally ac-
curate, with a few unexplained lapses.

Agca showed % diabolical
ability to sketch out well
designed but imaginative and
incredible stories..'

—Judge's report

At the same time, the report underlined the
weakness in Agca's testimony. In his dealings
with investigators, it said, Agaca showed "a
diabolical ability to sketch out well-designed but
imaginative and incredible stories," as well as a
"persistent interest in deviating the course of
justice."

Investigators were impressed, however, when
Agca correctly picked out the faces of the three
Bulgarians from a batch of 56 photos. After
weighing the bulk of corroborated circumstantial
evidence against what the report said were weak
alibis by the Bulgarians, it concludes that Agca
was "only a pawn in a vast plot to kill the
Pope."
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Pope to Cuba?
Envoy says he was invited;
Article reports on bias

ROME (NC) — Pope John Paul H was invited to visit Cuba briefly in 1979
after his visit to Mexico, but papal scheduling prevented this, said Jose An-
tonio Noriega, first secretary of the Cuban Embassy to the Vatican.

The invitation from Cuban President Fidel Castro was given to the pope in
1978, but plans had already been made for the papal plane to make a brief re-
fueling stop at Nassau, Bahamas, Noriega told National Catholic News Ser-
vice in a telephone interview.

In October, during his return flight from a visit to the Dominican Republic
and Puerto Rico, the pope told journalists he wanted to visit Cuba but he had
not been invited.

Famiglia Cristiana magazine said the Vatican declined the 1978 invitation
because it was afraid a visit would split the Cuban church and the Cuban exile
community in the United States, Reuters, the British news agency, reported.

The article also discussed the current state of the Catholic Church in Cuba.
It quoted several priests as saying they can pray, teach religion and celebrate
the Mass and other sacraments inside church buildings but believers cannot
practice their religion outside churches. They added that the Communist
government discriminates against Catholics regarding jobs and admission to
universities.

It also quoted Raul Gomez Treto, a legal adviser to the Cuban justice minis-
try, as confirming the discrimination in public life but saying that it can be
fought within the system.

Gomez Treto described himself as a practicing Catholic who believs in the
Cuban revolution because it has improved socio-economic conditions for
many people.

Cardinal in China
Manila's Cardinal Jaime Sin adjusts the cap of a soldier at the
Great Wall of China. He visited earlier with Peking Bishop Mi-
chael Fu Tishman who is government sanctioned and not ap-
proved by the Vatican. It was speculated that the cardinal may
have urged reunification with the Vatican. (NC photo)

Scientists: 'Star wars' won't work
NOTRE DAME, Ind. (NC) —

Scientists and religious leaders from
around the world have disputed the
security of so-called "Star Wars"
technology and warned of a nuclear
winter following even a limited
nuclear war.

At a Nov. 26 press conference,
Father Theodore Hesburgh, president
of the University of Notre Dame,

read a statement by 30 religious lead-
ers and scientists at the close of their
five-day meeting in Bellagio, Italy.

"The building of more nuclear
weapons and the improvement of
their technical sophistication are not
the path to global security," the state-
ment read. "There is no hope that a
technical 'breakthrough' such as
weapons systems in space will provide

clear superiority or significant protec-
tion."

The meeting, the third such gather-
ing of religious leaders and scientists,
was sponsored by the International
Council of Scientific Union and the
University of Notre Dame's Inter-
faith Academy of Peace.

The statement, issued both in
Notre Dame and in Moscow, said,
"Apart from its other hideous and
imaginable consequences, a nuclear
war could set in motion calamitous
climactic and other environmental
changes over large areas of the globe
and attendant ecological disaster."
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'It reflects the highest form of religious commitment,
mainly by speaking out for the economically deprived:

Mixed reviews of pastoral
By Prent Browning
Voice Staff Writer

The first draft of the U.S. bishops'
pstoral letter on the economy has
drawn mixed reviews from several
South Florida non-Catholic spiritual
leaders who expressed everything
from enthusiasm for the letter to
criticism of the bishops' basic ap-
proach to poverty.

Frank Magrath, Florida regional
director of the National Conference
of Christians and Jews, and Episco-
pal Bishop Calvin Schofield were two
representatives who expressed the
most unqualified praise of the
pastoral letter.

Bishop Schofield called the letter
"courageous" and commented that it
was a concrete application of the Ser-
mon on the Mount.

"It is cloaked in the language of
today and is therefore going to offend

a lot of people whose lives are affect-
ed (by the bishops' recommenda-
tions)."

Responding to the criticism that the
bishops are not qualified as
economists and therefore should not
make policy recommendations to
government, he said, "You have to
get into the arena a little bit to see
what's going on. You can't win a bat-
tle dealing strictly with generalities."

Bishop Schofield also agreed with
the portion of the letter that em-
phasizes concern for the economic
needs Of Third World countries over
political or "national security"
objectives.

A country can't be truly stabilized,
he said, unless its basic economic
needs are met. "Our whole effort has
to be an economic endeavor instead
of a military endeavor.''

Magrath sees the letter primarily in

the framework of the continuing
expression of the social doctrine of
the Church. "I don't think it should

'(The letter
is) well
founded in
the social
doctrine of
the Church.'

Msgr. Walsh

be viewed as a Republican or a
Democratic critique."

The letter, he said, is rightly con-
cerned with "a permanent underclass
of unemployed, especially minority
youth."

"My feeling is that you can't let
starving people starve," Magrath

—DevotedlyYours-

Bishops mull issues in D.

said, agreeing with the letter that
alleviating poverty demands a joint
effort between both the public and
the private sector.

More dialogue
He also said that he would like to

see a Church dialogue at the grass-
roots level on how to implement the
letter.

Furthermore, the Church could
join with Jewish groups to help
eliminate both poverty and discrim-
ination because "some of the syn-
agogue groups have some of the same
material passed."

Rabbi Solomon Schiff, executive
vice-president of the Rabbinical As-
sociation of Miami, also called the
pastoral letter a "bold and cour-
ageous statement."

"It reflects the highest form of
(Continued on page 12)

Dearly Beloved:
This time I am on Eastern

Airline's flight 965 returning to sun-
ny Florida after the meeting of the
Bishops of the United States in
Washington, D.C.

We meet annually in November
after election week so the suspicious
will not be nervous that we are con-
niving to manipulate the elections.

I find these meetings most
agreeable experiences. It gets lonely
being a Bishop. There are so few
people around with whom you share
experiences. So it is good occasion-
ally to join with 300 of your peers
to talk through ways of responding
to the opportunities and resolving
the problems we have in common. I
have belonged to the United States
Bishops' Conference for 19 years.
Each year 1 come to admire and ap-
preciate it more.

The Conference has the help of a
very competent staff of priests, reli-
gious and laity, who work out of of-
fices at the Conference Head-
quarters, 1312 Massachusetts
Avenue in Washington, D.C. Its
many activities are planned and ex-
ecuted through many divisions that
are guided by committees of Bish-
ops. The Associate General Secre-
tary of the staff is a Miami priest,
Father Robert Lynch, former Rector
of Saint John Vianney Seminary.

The annual meeting such as the
one from which I am returning, re-
views and gives direction and makes
major decisions for the Conference.
There are about 300 Bishops at the
meeting - almost every active United
States Bishop is there. We meet at a
Washington hotel, The Capital
Hilton, from Monday morning until
Thursday noon.

We celebrate Holy Mass together
as well as Morning Prayers and
Evening Prayers from the Divine
Office. There is also a temporary
Chapel set up in the hotel where we
can pray before the Blessed Sacra-
ment. Traditionally on Wednesday
evening, the Bishops as a body go to
the Shrine of the Immaculate Con-
ception for a concelebrated Mass
honoring Our Lady.

Meeting format
Our meetings run from 9 a.m. to

5 p.m., with a break for lunch.
Committee meetings are held in the

7 must say some of the
press have distorted
the document. They
have called It socialist
before reading it and
have touched off prem-
ature expressions of
concern by some of our
people.'

evening. Except for one executive
session the meetings are open to ob-
servers representing the clergy, reli-
gious and laity of our nation, and to
accredited members of the media.

There is also a press conference
held after each morning and after-
noon session. The assembly hall is
so arranged that we can sit at tables
so as to spread out our documen-
tation and be able to make notes.
Microphones are placed throughout
the room for the convenience of
those who wish to address the as-
sembly.

There was a great interest by the
media in the Pastoral Letter the
Bishops are preparing on the
Economy. Actually, very little time
was devoted at this meeting to the
draft by the Committee. It was in its
first draft form. Documents of this
importance go through several
drafts during which they are refined
and developed through the input of
the Bishops and the experts in the
field being discussed and the reac-
tion of the Faithful.

I hope that the people of our
Archdiocese will study it and give
me any of their reactions which they
would like to have submitted to the
Drafting Committee.

Another reason why we were un-
prepared to discuss the document at
length was that we had received it

only a few days before the meeting
and had little time to study it or
take counsel on it. It was deliberate-
ly embargoed until after the Presi-
dential elections so it would not be
interpreted as interfering politically.
It has been in preparation for four
years. At future meetings revisions
will be presented.

When after the final revision it is
ready for final approval, according
to our procedures for all such docu-
ments, the Bishops will be invited to
submit beforehand amendments,
paragraph by paragraph. The Draft-
ing Committee of Bishops will then
study the amendments and classify
them in three categories:

1) those that they accept — unless
any Bishop objects,

2) those that they do not accept
— unless any Bishop objects, and

3) those that they propose for de-
bate.

The entire assembly will then be
asked if they concur with the Com-
mittee's judgment, and to debate
and decide the issues presented and
finally the entire document will be
voted upon.

I must say some of the press have
distorted the document. They called
it socialistic before reading it and
have touched off premature expres-
sions of concern by some of our
people.

Crowded agenda
The agenda of the meetings is

usually crowded — and to save
time, the discussion needs to be
quite disciplined. As a matter of
fact, a Parliamentarian is present to
assist us. His name is Roberts and
he is a relative of the author of
"Roberts Rules of Order."

The agenda includes elections of
officers and committee chairmen,
reports of committees and action
items for approval of the Bishops.
The action items are usually brought
before us by committees that have
studied and consulted on the issues
under consideration. Many of the is-
sues originate during one session of
the meeting when the floor is open

to any Bishop to propose matters
that he deems worthy of considera-
tion in future meetings.

There are some thirty-one com-
mittees dealing with everything from
Missions, Ecumenism, Liturgy, Vo-
cations and Doctrine to Migration
and Refugees, World Peace and
Women in Society and in the
Church.

Some of the other matters that
were dealt with at this most recent
meeting were: means of assisting the
starving in Thailand, Ethiopia and
Poland; the ERA (the Bishops feel
they cannot support it unless it is re-
worded to clearly exclude objection-
able implications such as approval
of abortion.) The Bishops were anx-
ious to be clear that they are fully
supportive of equal rights of wom-
en.

We approved revised guidelines
for continuing education of Priests,
and revised guidelines for the prepa-
ration of Permanent Deacons.

Our Committee on Doctrine is-
sued a statement making it clear
that the publicized statement of a
small group of Catholic Theologians
that there can be differing Catholic
views on the morality of abortion is
contrary to Church teaching. There
was considerable discussion as well
on the efforts of the Bishops to
communicate with religious women,
to learn of their needs and respond
to them.

It was a busy week, thrilling in
the experience of the Church
attempting to respond to the mission
of Christ wherever that takes us, but
exhausting enough to make me de-
lighted to be returning to "home
sweet home."

Devotedly yours in Christ,

Edward A. McCarthy
Archbishop of Miami



Letter to Christians in Florida
This letter is intended to shed

light, to stimulate discussion, and to
encourage moral discourse among
Christians. It is limited to a single
topic: the increasing use of capital
punishment as an instrument of pub-
lic policy. It is addressed to a partic-
ular constituency, the members of
churches in Florida.

We have the greatest respect for
those attorneys, legislators, judges,
criminologists, and social theorists,
who have written and spoken on the
subject of capital punishment. Many
of them are members of the reli-
gious communities we ourselves
represent, and we have examined
their findings with care and appreci-
ation. Our own perspective is theo-
logical, scriptural, and pastoral in
character.

A moral consensus in opposition
to the death penalty has developed
within the leadership of our com-
munions. Statements of power and
grace have been made by both na-
tional and international leaders and
governing bodies of the churches for
which we are profoundly grateful.
Our responsibility is to bring to bear
upon this problem of major conse-
quence in Florida the moral teaching
of the wider Christian Community.

In this letter, we are especially
mindful of the relatives and loved
ones of the victims of murder, in-
cluding those who seek relief in the
execution of the perpetrator, and
those who have forgiven him or her.
Also in our hearts are the families of
the perpetrators, who also suffer the
consequences of those crimes.

I. Capital Punishment
in Florida

The census on Florida's death row
has, for the past several years, stood
at well over 200 souls. Our state has
placed more people on death row
than any other state in the Union. As
of October 1, 1984, seven executions
have taken place at Florida State
Prison. Between 1979 and October 1,
1984, the state has attempted to ex-
ecute more than 60 other persons.

The acute poverty of practically all
death row inmates has necessitated

course of action in our state. Every-
thing set forth in this paper is of-
fered in the spirit of our loving con-
cern for Florida and for every Flori-
dian.

II. A Christian Perspec-
tive on Human Life,

Violence and
Vengeance

We hold that capital punishment
is not necessary to any legitimate
goal of the state, and that its use

'...the use of capital punishment...
institutionalizes revenge and retribution, which
are the enemies of peace. It gives official
sanction to a climate of violence ...'

the enlistment of volunteer attorneys
to represent them in the appeals
process. The high number of cases
involved, the complexities of pro-
ceedings, and the inordinate de-
mands upon the time and energy of
attorneys have made qualified volun-
teers harder and harder to recruit.

Considerable national and interna-
tional attention therefore has been
directed to the State of Florida,
which is seen by many as the re-
gional focal point of a global issue
of historical significance.

Thus we urge the Christian people
of Florida, and all other residents of
Florida, to reflect with us on the
moral consequences of the present

threatens to undermine belief in the
inherent worth of human life and the
inalienable dignity of the human es-
tate. Our belief in the value of hu-
man life stems from the worship we
offer to the Creator of human life,
and from the teaching of scripture
that each human is created in the
image of God.

We affirm that the value of human
life is not contingent on the moral
rectitude of human beings or human
institutions. It is grounded in the
sovereignty of God, who alone vests
His creatures with the dignity of per-
sonhood. In our theological delibera-
tions, we have come to the conclu-

sion that the imposition of the death
penalty is inconsistent with our ef-
forts to promote respect for human
life, to stem the tide of violence in
our society, and to embody the mes-
sage of God's redemptive love. In
times when life is cheapened and
threatened on all fronts, the value
and uniqueness of every human life
merits profound respect, strong reaf-
firmatioh, and vigorous proclama-
tion.

In time, the use of capital punish-
ment will harden and debase our life
together. It institutionalizes revenge
and retribution, which are the
enemies of peace. It gives official
sanction to a climate of violence. It
is precisely because of such longer-
range concerns — especially our
passionate concern for the brutaliza-
tion and victimization of children
and women and men — that we
raise the question whether the death
penalty makes citizens safer.

Research suggests that the death
penalty aggravates the level of
violence in society instead of
diminishing it. The abolition of capi-
tal punishment, which we favor,
would nurture the public hope that
the cycle of violence can be broken.

It is, after all, a part of our minis-
try to comfort those whose injury or
whose bereavement are the result of
violent crime. It is in the midst of
such tragic circumstances that we
become aware of the moral trap in
which we find ourselves: that a com-
mitment to wrathful retribution com-
pounds and extends the horror of
human violence, rather than subdu-
ing it.

(Continued on page 9 )
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Death penalty called 'immoral'
(Continued from page 1)

and reflected upon by all Christians,
especially at the grass-roots level.

The statement also was described
as a call to the secular leaders of
Florida to reconsider the way in
which the death penalty is applied in
the state.

The statement won't eliminate
Florida's death penalty overnight,
- iA Msgr. Bryan Walsh, who along
^A?n Auxiliary Bishop Agustin
Roman represented Archbishop Ed-
ward McCarthy at the press confer-
ence. But the religious leaders hope to
persuade the state to abandon the
breakneck pace at which death war-
rants are signed and executions are
carried out.

One thing the state could change
immediately, Msgr. Walsh said, is
judges' power to overrule juries who
don't recommend the death penalty
for convicted criminals.

Florida, he said, is only one of
three states where juries' recommen-
dations can be ignored in capital
cases. It is also the state with the
largest number of people on death
row, more than 200.

In the statement, the religious
leaders emphasized that they are "es-
pecially mindful" of the suffering rel-
atives of murder victims. But they
maintain that "a commitment to
wrathful retribution compounds and
extends the horror of human vio-
lence, rather than subduing it."

"We hold that capital punishment
is not necessary to any legitimate goal
of the state, and that its use threatens
to undermine the belief in the inher-
rent worth of human life and the in-
alienable dignity of the human
estate," says the statement.

In addition, "the imposition of the
death penalty is inconsistent with our
efforts to promote respect for human
life, to stem the tide of violence in our
society and to embody the message of
God's redemptive love."

After quoting from Deuteronomy
in the Old Testament and Matthew in
the New, the letter notes that "the ul-
timate judgment rests with God."

"Jesus was not casual about iniqui-
ty, nor 'soft on crime.' What He did
was to shift the focus of judgment in
these matters to a higher court: a
court where there is absolute knowl-

vKfrnatV^^SSSlS^S^^mSli*^i •HHHB

A prison inmate expresses his op-
position to the death penalty.

edge of the evidence, of good deeds
and of evil, of faith and of the works

of faith, of things private and things
public — a court in which there is
both wrath and tenderness, both Law
and grace," the statement continues.

"A belief in God's love as redemp-
tive and restorative compels us to
seek even for those who have taken a
life the opportunity for a personal
transaction of penitence, restoration,
and a new beginning — even though
imprisoned."

Jewish leaders did not sign the
statement because they consider that
it addresses mostly Christians, Msgr.
Walsh said.

"We believe there will be at least
some changes immediately in the
minds of people," said the Rev. Irvin
Elligan, Jr. of the Presbyterian
Church USA, at the press conference.

Dr. Albert Schmidt of the Ameri-
can Lutheran Church, added that the
statement is another example of the
"growing trend in the church to say,
hey, we need to debate these issues
with our moral persuasion, with our
Bibles, instead of simply hearing the
opinions of the press in editorials."

Letter to Christians in Florida
(Continued from page g )

III. Scripture and
Capital Punishment

The Old Testament prescribes the
death penalty for a wide variety of
offenses. Many of them have been
committed by respected members of
the citizenry: adultery (Leviticus
20:10, Deuteronomy 22:22 ff.),
idolatry (Exodus 20:3-5, Deuteronomy
13:1-10; 17:2-7), false prophecy in the
name of God (Deuteronomy
18:20-22), laboring on the sabbath
(Exodus 31:14-15, 35:2), striking or
cursing or rebelling against a parent
(Exodus 20:12 ff, 21:17, Leviticus
19:3, 20:9, Deuteronomy 21:18 ff.),
prostitution, or harlotry, under cer-
tain circumstances (Leviticus 21:9,
Deuteronomy 22:20-21), sorcery (Ex-
odus 22:18, Leviticus 20:27), cursing
God (Exodus 22:28), incest
(Deuteronomy 27:20 ff.), sodomy and
bestiality (Leviticus 18:22 ff., 20:13
ff.), disobedience of religious author-
ity (Deuteronomy 17:8-13), and, of
course, murder (Exodus 21:13, Num-
bers 35:16 ff., Deuteronomy 19:11
ff.), among others.

These offenses should be re-
garded with the utter seriousness
which their gravity demands. But the
prescription of stoning (or, in some
cases, burning) the offender to death
must be seen in historical and
theological perspective. Rabbis have

ncluded that the Law, the Torah,
aves open the possibility of more

appropriate punishment in new his-
torical circumstances.

The fact that we speak from a dis-
tinctively Christian commitment and
perspective in no way lessens our
gratitude for the wisdom of our Jew-
ish colleagues on the subject of
capital punishment. We remain in
dialogue and in harmony with them.

For Christians, however, there are
significant insights to be gained
from the Gospels on the subject.

At the time of His own execution
Jesus spoke words of forgiveness,
imputing to His executioners a lack
of knowledge, of understanding
(Luke 23:34). There can be no doubt
that the execution was unfair, but
the forgiveness prayed for by our
Lord extended beyond that to the
violence of the act itself. Jesus of-
fered His disciples an alternative to
violence, a new way: "You have
heard the commandment, 'An eye for

an eye, a tooth for a tooth.' But what
I say to you is: offer no resistance to
injury. When a person strikes you on
the right cheek, turn and offer him
the other." (Matthew 5:38-40)

Jesus enunciated another theme
of relevance to the present discus-
sion: God's boundless love for every
person, regardless of human merit
or worthiness. This love was espe-
cially visible in His ministry to out-
casts, in His acceptance of sinners,
and in His parables. In His parables
of the workers in the vineyard (Mat-
thew 20:1-14) and the prodigal son
(Luke 15:11-32) God deals with un-
deserving people not out of strict
justice, but out of limitless love and
mercy.

Another emphasis of the Gospels
is the imperative of reconciliation.
Reconciliation, in Matthew 5, be-
comes the point of connection be-
tween ethics and worship. "If you
bring your gift to the altar and there
recall that your brother has anything
against you, leave your gift at the al-
tar, go first to be reconciled to your

will repay." (Romans 12:19)
Jesus was not casual about iniqui-

ty, nor "soft on crime." What He did
was to shift the focus of judgment
in these matters to a higher court: a
court where there is absolute knowl-
edge of the evidence, of good deeds
and of evil, of faith and of the works
of faith, of things private and things
public — a court in which there is
both wrath and tenderness, both
Law and grace.

IV. A Concern for Heal-
ing and a Responsibili-

ty to Victims
The state bears responsibility for

the protection of its citizens, and
merits our fullest support in the ex-
ercise of that function. The com-
plexities and ambiguities of violent
criminal behavior, especially its psy-
chological and sociological origins,
lie beyond our present capacity to
understand them. Nonetheless, we
believe that society has the right
and the duty to prevent such be-

7? is precisely because of such long range
concerns — especially our passionate concern
for the brutalization and victimization of
children and women and men — that we raise
the question whether the death penalty makes
citizens safer'

brother, and then come and offer
your gift." (Matthew 5:23-26)

In the Gospel according to John,
Chapter 8, verses 3-11, there is a re-
markable story that conveys the
force of Jesus' attitude toward what
was, in His day, a capital crime. A
woman was about to be stoned to
death in the Temple courtyard for
adultery. Jesus asked her religiously
orthodox accusers which of THEM
was without sin, and invited that one
to cast the first stone.

The seventh chapter of Matthew
opens with a warning that we our-
selves are subject to a judgment as
severe as the judgment we impose
upon others. The point is not that
there is no final judgment on human
sin and error, but that the ultimate
judgment rests with God (Matthew
25:31-46). St. Paul warns,
"Vengeance is mine, says the Lord. I

havior including, in some cases, the
right to impose terms of life-time im-
prisonment.

A belief in God's love as redemp-
tive and restorative compels us to
seek even for those who have taken
a life the opportunity for a personal
transaction of penitence, restoration,
and a new beginning — even though
imprisoned. The institutionalized tak-
ing of human life prevents, eclipses,
and foreshortens the potential fulfill-
ment of the commitment on our part
to seek the redemption and reconcil-
iation of the offender.

The wrong-doer bears responsibil-
ity to God for the infinitely valuable
life of the victim, and for the suffer-
ing of the family and friends of the
victim. The term of indebtedness on
the part of a convicted offender is
life-long. During imprisonment the
offender has certain duties to God,

among them to seek religious coun-
sel and the grace of the Sacraments;
to participate willingly in therapeutic
and rehabilitative activities; to pray
regularly for those against whom the
offense has been an injury; to prac-
tice constructive attitudes of com-
munity life; and to practice restitu-
tion, however inadequate or symbol-
ic, as a serious attempt toward re-
conciliation with the persons to
whom he has caused a life of suffer-
ing.

The fundamental issue here is the
restoration of peace: peace in the
hearts of the broken, peace in the
hearts of the violent, peace in the
hearts of all members of the commu-
nity. This peace rests in the confi-
dence that God will judge fairly and
mercifully. It removes from the
hands of those who govern the stain
of what is at best a morally am-
biguous death policy. It constitutes,
in our opinion, a constructive ven-
ture in faith toward that peace which
surpasses all human understanding,
and which the world can neither give
nor take away.

V. Conclusion
It is our conclusion that the use

of capital punishment in Florida
must be discontinued. We seriously
question that it does any good, and
we are deeply convinced that it does
a great deal of harm. Our principal
objection to it lies in what we be-
lieve to be its immorality. Just as
the state has its rights and duties
we believe we have the right and du-
ty to speak, after careful delibera-
tion, on that which we believe to be
immoral.

With a reverent and humble inten-
tion, we submit this conclusion to
the churches of Florida fo their
consideration. We speak out of love
for all people. We do not "unchurch"
those who disagree with us. We do
not here argue statistics or deterrent
effects or ideology. We have written
you as Christian brothers and sisters
to speak our mind in Christ.

The response for which we hope
is one of dialogue and study in the
light of the Faith, and in the light of
our common discipleship. May God
bless and illuminate our minds as
we reconsider our witness as Chris-
tians on this crucial moral issue for
our State and for all its people.
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'Sojourners'
By Prent Browning
Voice Staff Writer

FORT LAUDERDALE — They
are "sojourners" together, on a
spiritual journey in an area where
most people are travelers of a dif-
ferent kind.

That was the sentiment expressed
recently at a celebration at St. Pius X
marking the church's 25th anni-
versary. The liturgy was concele-
brated by Archbishop Edward A.
McCarthy, Fr. Joseph Cronin, the
church's first pastor, and its current
pastor Msgr. David Bushey, along
with several visiting priests and a con-
tingent of others who have served
there over the years.

It may be an odd place to celebrate
permanence, for the area in which the
church is located is along a Fort
Lauderdale beachfront that thrives
on its transient vacation and winter-
resident population.

But the spacious church structure,
located across the street from expen-
sive beachfront hotels, was first
dedicated in 1960, a few months after
its founding parishioners began meet-
ing at a dinner club and then at a
motel.

The 11th Catholic parish estab-
lished in Broward County, St. Pius X
included in those early years the more
residential territory which recently
has been incorporated into the parish-
es of St. John the Baptist and Blessed
Sacrament.

The church grew quickly to include
200 families, recalled Fr. Cronin.
"There was always a great deal of
spirit and we had a lot of fun," he
said.

Fr. David Russell, a professor at
St. Vincent de Paul Regional
Seminary whose parents were found-
ing members of St. Pius X, spoke of
the values the parishioners have in
common.

He said the word parish means
literally to "sojourn" as a stranger in
a strange land. The Jews used the

St. Pius X celebrates 25th anniversary

Archbishop Edward McCarthy and Fr. Joseph Cronin, left, former pastor, receive offertory gifts from St. Pius parishioners
while former associate pastor Fr. Vincent Kelly watches. Below, a partial view of the crowded church during the 25th an-
niversary Mass. (Voice photos/Prent Browning)

word in describing their experience in
Egypt and the early Christians, he
said, seized on it to describe their
spiritual journey "from the city of
man to the city of God."

"We do not share the same values
that predominate in our own
country," Fr. Russell said. "We have
another vision."

Because "the Messiah is among
us," he said, "we are different. We
are called."

Archbishop McCarthy stressed a
similar theme during his comments
following the Mass. "We don't
belong to a church just to belong to a
church but because it's cultivating
our spirituality.

"Our entire Christian life is com-
mitted to growing more and more in
that personal relationship with the
Son of God," the Archbishop said.
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Jamaica's ghetto Sister...
Visits South Florida to bring
vision of suffering and beauty

By Betsy Kennedy
Voice Staff Writer

White Wing is the beautiful name
of a ghetto compound in Kingston,
Jamaica, that bears the ugly burden
fr poverty. It's a place where you

ittight get your mattress stolen by
someone who needs money for
food. It's a place where children
often have the wizened faces of old
men and women and their bellies are
rigid and bloated from malnutrition.
It's a place where sensitive, loving
and intelligent people are entrapped
by a barren, limited existence.

Many people believe White Wing
and the thousands of other ghettos
which are strung out across the
Caribbean islands like festering
sores, could never be healed. Many
believe it represents a dark socio-
economic vacumn, where
enlightenment or hope can never
penetrate.

However, those who serve the
poor, such as Sister Grace Yap, an
Allegany Fransican nun who works
in Kingston, and Ferdinand
Mahfood, the Pompano Beach
Catholic who founded Food for the
Poor, are proving that the cycle of
poverty can not only be broken but
eliminated.

While local Catholics were
celebrating the Thanksgiving
holidays and setting tables laden
with food, Sr. Yap visited the Arch-
diocese of Miami to affirm "the
sincerity and effectiveness" of Food
for the Poor and to try and open
the hearts of pastors and
parishioners to help the poor in
Jamaica and other Third World
countries.

She met with Father John
Mulcahy pastor of St. Maurice in
Ft. Lauderdale, Fr. Brendan
Grogan, pastor of St. Andrew in
Coral Springs and members of the
San Isidro Church prayer group in
Pompano Beach. She also conferred
with Archbishop Edward A.
McCarthy, who pledged his
continued support of Food for the
Poor.

Enormous good
"I'm not here to beg and we

don't intend to become a country of
beggars," she said in a interview.

"We don't want to become
entrenched in the hand-out

syndrome as it was when the early
missionaries began their work.
Through Food for the Poor we are
teaching the people to be self-suf-
ficient, to break free on their own.

"The contributions from FFP are
reaching us. People should rest
assured that their dollar is helping
the poor directly and doing
enormous good."

The man behind Food for the
Poor, Ferdy Mahfood, launched a
campaign to defeat poverty just two
years ago. His gentle ways,
benevolent smile and generosity
have made him a legend in Haiti
and Jamaica where FFP sends aid.
The organization has grown from a
trickle of donations to a flood
which has fed thousands of hungry
people. More than $10 million and
160 shipments of food, medicine,
Bibles, tools, and other articles have
been sent to the poor through
Catholic missionaries and clergy of
other faiths since FFP's inception in
South Florida.

Mahfood's impassioned love of
the poor has caused him to pour all

Sister Grace visits families In 'White Wing.' (vok* photo* by B«t«y Kmmdy)

buildings. It is time this changed."
American Catholics have also

been taught to think in nationalistic
terms, according to Mahfood. "Of
course we should love our country.
We've been taught to think proudly
of the red, white and blue, that
we're the good guys and the other
countries are the bad guys. But we
can't deny the fact that we are all

'They (pastors) think they need to have
thousands of dollars in the bank for security
before they can help the poor. It's just not
true. A little bit can make a big difference...'

of his energies and much of his
personal resources into his charity.
He is planning to take an early
retirement from his prosperous
import/export business so he can
devote himself even more fully to
ending suffering and hunger.

As a Catholic who underwent a
profound spiritual conversion and
now spends two hours a day in
contemplative prayer, Mahfood
adheres to the concept of a universal
Church, one that opens its arms to
embrace all those who suffer in the
world.

Jesus did not limit his flock, says
Mahfood, to ceremonies and rituals.

"But the Church in America is
like a sleeping giant. It just isn't
listening to itself. Vatican II
reminded us that the Church is not
just a hiearchy or a group of
buildings, but the love of God. We
were brought up to think of it as

God's children. And Jesus told us,
If you look for the speck in your
brother's eye, you must first remove
the plaque from your own.' "

David & Goliath
When people turn away from the

poor, Mahfood feels discouraged,
yet he is certain the Holy Spirit
guided him in establishing FFP. He
is not about to give up. Like David
versus Goliath, he has set forth to
conquer the giant enemy of poverty.
His weapon? A belief that through
God, he can accomplish the
impossible.

Sr. Yap shares this immutable
faith.

"I see miracles happen every day
in the ghettos. And in the midst of
the most barren and desolate places,
I see God's love flowering."

The 5-foot-2 sister combines her
faith with true grit to get through
the rough times. She walks with
equanimity in the most crime-in-
fested areas of Kingston. Together
with Burchell M cPherson, a
dedicated lay missionary who is
studying to be a permanent deacon,
she administers at St. Pius X
Catholic Church in southeastern St.
Andrew of Coburn Gardens. Their
immediate flock is 105 parishioners
with a collection of $6 per week
(American dollars) to cover all of
their expenses. The pair rely greatly
"on the providence of God," Sr.
Yap admits.

The missionaries also minister to
more than 11,000 people outlying
areas surrounding the church.

"We open our doors to anyone
who needs us, no matter who they
are or what their faith is."

There is little time for relaxation
for the spunky nun, because she
and McPherson operate the church
alone. There has been no resident
priest there for five years, partly
because of lack of funding and
partly because many priests are

reluctant to live in a dangerous area
where some gunmen have more
respect for a weapon than a
clergyman's collar.

A ticket out
Although White Wing is only one

small compound (approximately 100
residents) it exemplifies what FFP is
doing on a larger scale throughout
Haiti and Jamaica, said Sr. Yap.

When Fr. Gregory Ramkisoon
requisitioned Mahfood for a bakery
to be built at White Wing, within one
month, he had received an oven, a
dough mixer and a water heater.
Soon the people in one of
Kingston's most depressed
neighborhoods will be able to help
feed themselves.

"Food for the Poor is more than
just food. It's giving these people a
ticket out of their poverty," said Fr.
Ramkisoon, who is newly ordained
into Brothers of the Poor.

Thirty toilets were also installed at
White Wing through FFP Funding
and plans are underway to add more
water pipes — currently only one
serves the entire community.

Sr. Yap has received nearly 2,000
pounds of rice, a new floor for the
Church, ceiling fans and other
articles.

Although she has only been at St.
Pius for one year, Sr. Yap has
helped McPherson implement
several vital social outreach
programs for the community. There
is a free health clinic that sees as

(Continued on page 12)

Many White Wing kids suffer
malnutrition, disease.
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'Can't stop now1

St. Elizabeth celebrates 25 years
By Ana Rodriguez-Soto

Voice News Editor

POMPANO BEACH — Statistics
don't tell the whole story, but they do
reveal that the priests and parish-
ioners of St. Elizabeth Church have
been keeping busy these past 25 years.

Since the parish was established in
1959:

• More than 2,400 people have
been baptized;

• More than 2,500 have made their
First Communion;

• More than 2,000 have been con-
firmed;

• About 800 couples have been
married; and

• More than 2,000 souls have been
sent on to a new life with the Lord.

But St. Elizabeth's pastor, Fr.
Seamus Doyle, says his community
can't rest on those laurels.

"We cannot bask in
complacency," he told more than
1,000 parishioners gathered on St.
Elizabeth School's baseball diamond
for the outdoor Mass which marked
the community's 25th anniversary.

"God is telling us that He needs all
our talents. If we don't use them, so
much good is left undone," Fr. Doyle
said.

He stressed that during the next 25
years, the parish must continue to fol-
low the example of its namesake, St.
Elizabeth, the Hungarian woman
who dedicated her life to helping the
poor.

"We are not just here for our-
selves," said the pastor. "We should
reach out a helping hand to our

Parishioners used picnic tables as pews during the outdoor Mass that marked St. Elizabeth's 25th anniversary. Inset,
a partial view Of the vast Congregation. (Voice photos/Ana Rodrlguez-Soto)

brothers and sisters, whoever they
are, and wherever they happen to
be."

Joining Fr. Doyle and his people
at the anniversary celebration were
Archbishop Edward A. McCarthy, a
contingent of visiting priests, former
associate pastors and current neigh-
bors, and the residents of St. Eliza-
beth Gardens, the Archdiocesan re-
tirement community which is a chain-
link fence away from the parish.

It was an original celebration in
that picnic tables and folding chairs
served as pews and the joyous closing
song, if you will, was a rousing send-
off of multi-colored balloons into the
cloudless azure sky.

The people of St. Elizabeth, it
seemed, wanted to share their joy
with other communities near and far.
In fact, instead of receiving for their
birthday, they gave.

A cloth banner with the Archbis-

hop's personal coat-of-arms and that
of the Archdiocese, designed and
crafted by one of the parishioners,
was presented to Archbishop McCar-
thy on behalf of the entire commun-
ity.

The casual, family spirit that pre-
vailed and the generosity that mani-
fested itself on this occasion seemed
to put the power of truth behind Fr.
Doyle's earlier words: "Surely, this is
a sacred place."

Mixed reviews to bishops' pastoral
(Continued from page 7 >

religious commitment, mainly by
speaking out for the economically
deprived," he said. However, he was

very wary of the bishops taking
stands on specific policies.

"If the religious powers of the
Catholic Church could make their
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moral points in the strongest possible
way without intruding on the political
system they would be ahead of the
game," Rabbi Schiff said.

This does not necessarily mean that
the Church has to stick to "lofty
generalities," but when the Church
goes too much into specifics in taking
a political stance it risks "losing some
of its credibility," he said.

Baptist pastor Tom Watson, vice
president of the Metropolitan Fellow-
ship of Churches, which lists over 700
Protestant churches in South Florida
in its directory, was strongest in his
criticism of the first draft.

"I say this in love," he said, "and
I'm as guilty as anyone else (as pastor
of a church that includes some luxury
items) but until the Church itself is
willing to make sacrifices and pull in
its own non-essentials... When we sit
out here plush the world thinks we're
hypocritical."

Pastor Watson gave an example
that in his own church parishioners
gave many times more to their youth
program than they did to a World
Hunger program.

Part of his problems with the
pastoral letter seemed to stem from
the different way many conservative
religioius leaders view government.

Citing welfare fraud and the "large
salaries" paid to administrators of
poverty programs, Pastor Watson
said he didn't think that government
canbethesolution.

"I see government as being more
corrupt," he said. His church would
never accept government funds be-
cause "there is so much corruption in
the administration of funds."

Msgr. Bryan O. Walsh, director of
Catholic Community Services for the

Miami Archdiocese, doesn't believe
that turning away from government is
the answer.

Citing corruption in business,
Msgr. Walsh said "it is precisely be-
cause government, like any other or-
ganization, can become corrupt that
we talk about it."

"Government first and foremost
exists for the protection of the weak
and poor," he said, so it is the right-
ful duty of the bishops "to look on
the economy as a rational human ac-
tivity" and make moral judgments
that economicsts are not qualified to
make.

Responding to accusations that the
Catholic Church itself does not give
enough of its wealth to the poor,
Msgr. Walsh said that it usually isn't
mentioned that "vast majorities of
real estate are tied up in doing
work of the Church."

"The days of ostentatious living
(among clergy) are over" and if the
Vatican treasures were sold tonuwv
row, he said, "they would not do a
lot to eliminate poverty, to solve the
problems of poverty.''

Moreover, there should be nothing
new and controversial about bishops
commenting on public policy, Msgr.
Walsh said. It is something they have

done since the end of the first World
War and the current pastoral is "well
founded in the social doctrine of the
Church."

Reflecting on the story of the rich
. young man who was told by Jesus to
sell all he had and give to the poor,
Msgr. Walsh said it is those who are
not giving enough to the underpriv-
ileged who are, most disturbed by the
bishops' statements.
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'Presidents' gather at St. Clare
By Janelle Scott

Voice Correspondent

NORTH PALM BEACH — John
Kennedy greeted Abraham Lincoln.
Harry Truman declared, "The buck
stops here." And Ronald Reagan
shook hands with Walter Mondale.
In fact, all 40 U.S. presidents were
very much alive and well at St.
Clare School.

From Washington to Reagan, they
paraded up to the microphone to tell
their story. It was all part of St.
Clare's fifth-grade presentation,
"Hall of Presidents," an hour-long
combination of history, show busi-
ness and rousing patriotic music.

Each president was portrayed by a
costumed 10-year-old who gave a per-
fectly memorized biographical
sketch.

Teddy Roosevelt wore shorts and a
safari hat; FDR stood on crutches
with a long cigarette holder in his
mouth; Ulysses S. Grant was in full
Civil War military regalia.

Even the girls portrayed presidents,
wearing wigs and, in some cases,
mustaches, and pillows in their shirts.
Every one of the 70 boys and girls had
a speaking part, some acting as nar-
rators and announcers.

It was the 4th annual fifth-grader
performance at St. Clare. The idea
for this year's ambitious project came
from the "Hall of Presidents" attrac-
tion at Disney World, where lifelike
figures of the presidents stand and
talk to the audience.

But St.Clare fifth-grade teachers
Joe Reen and Mary Ellen Kinzler ex-
panded on that idea to include not
only costumes, but also patriotic mu-
sic, brief background history lessons,
the presidential election campaign
and even a fact-filled tribute to the
Statue of Liberty.

At the end, "President Reagan"
shook hands with "Walter Mondale"
after an exchange of campaign state-
ments, and with their vice-presiden-
tial running mates by their side.

Would you believe it? Walter Mondale and Geraldine Ferraro (above), played by
Chris Piroli and Molly Whelan. made an appearance at St. Clare's presidential
forum, as did the Statue of Liberty, Beaty Pilecki. (Voice photos/Janeiie Scott)

"They all did their own research,"
said teacher Joe Reen. "They had to
go to the library and prepare a 45-see-
ond to 2-minute presentation. I
learned a lot myself, just helping
them."

The history came ali\e, not only
through the costumes, but also

they learned was confidence in them-
selves," said Kinzler.

"It was something really special for
them. It made them feel better about
themselves and about coming to
school in the morning," .said Reen.

"There was a lot of cooperation
going on, too. We all learned the his-

'It was hard memorizing the lines, but I learned
a lot' — Harry Truman (John Stelzer)

through the upbeat musical perfor-
mances. Patriotic classics like
"America the Beautiful," and "Bat-
tle Hymn of the Republic" were
mixed in with fun songs like "Happy
Days are Here Again" and even Neil
Diamond's "America," a favorite
with the kids.

It was a fun way to teach a lot of
things — history, current events, pub-
lic speaking, and self-confidence.

"I think the most important thing

tory together. The parents cooperated
by making the costumes. And the mu-
sic teacher helped them with the
songs," he added.

The children began preparing for
"Hall of Presidents" in mid Septem-
ber. They even worked after school,

learning the lines and making the dec-
orations.

"It was hard memorizing the lines,
but I learned a lot," said John Stelzer,
who portrayed Harry Truman. The
students all agreed that the hard work
paid off with a lot of fun. What was
the most fun about it? Every "presi-
dent" had the same answer:

"Dressing up!"

'Human vending machine'
Ingrid Rhodes puts money into the 'Human vending machine' (Lissey
Perez-Arche) to help feed the poor of the world. A project of the Lourdes
Academy Right to Life Club, the schools' girls fasted and gave money so
people could 'not only have a right to life but have a life worth living,' said
Ingrid. The money went to Oxfam America, an international hunger orga-
nization. (Voice photo) _

Catholic agency
relocates Haitians

By Ana Rodriguez-Soto
Voice News Editor

Haitian refugees who are finding
life difficult in Florida are being of-
fered a helping hand by the U.S.
Catholic Conference.

The USCC's Office of Migration
and Refugee Services will find em-
ployment and provide housing, food
and clothing to families or individuals
willing to relocate in five other areas
of the United States: Brooklyn and
Rochester in New York; Paterson,
N.J.; Los Angeles, Cal.; and Las
Vegas, Nev.

The only requirements are that the
persons have an 1-94 form and em-
ployment authorization from the Im-
migration and Naturalization Service.

"We can resettle as many people as
come and are in need of our
program," said Osvaldo Hernandez,
orientation specialist with MRS'
Miami office. "There's a lot of com-
petition for employment here in
Miami, even among themselves.
When they go up to these cities, for
example, Las Vegas, they get em-
ployed almost instantly."

Hernandez explained that MRS re-
settles people of all nationalities, but
has singled out Haitians for this pro-
gram because they are the group that
is "in most need right now."

He pointed out that the unemploy-
ment rate in Miami's Little Haiti is es-
timated to be around 40 percent. In
the rest of Florida, most of the Hai-
tian—vho have found employment

are working in agriculture, as season-
al laborers without job security or
basic benefits.

"We're trying to get them to see
the American system — which is you
work 40 hours a week, you get a vaca-
tion, you have benefits. Here in
Florida they don't have any of these
benefits with the agricultural work,"
Hernandez said.

He stressed that MRS will provide
the Haitians with orientation to their
new environment, both before they
leave and after they arrive, as well as
stand by them until they become self-
sufficient. The office also will enroll
them in English classes and make sure
they get training if they lack job
skills.

Hernandez added that the cities
which have been chosen as relocation
sites have relatively sizeable Haitian
communities, which will ease the ref-
ugees' transition.

He also stressed that relocation to a
different city is a fairly permanent
move, an attempt "to stabilize your
life" and climb up the economic lad-
der.

Haitians interested in resettlement
are asked to call 541-8180 in Miami
and speak to Ernie Stallworth or
Justin Manuel.

Churches and church groups, espe-
cially in rural communities, also can
call and ask an MRS representative to
put on a presentation explaining the
benefits of relocation to the Haitian
refugees in their areas.
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The survey results are not as comforting on the subject of al-
cohol, and confirm national studies that alcohol is still the
main substance of abuse among teens.

Survey: Few local Catholic t<
(Continued from page 1)

cent of those polled said both drugs
should remain illegal.

Alcohol
The survey results are not as com-

forting on the subject of alcohol and
confirm national studies that alcohol
is still the main substance of abuse
among teens.

Three out of four local Catholic
seniors, (78 percent) said they drink
outside the home, such as at parties
or social lounges, even though the
legal drinking age in Florida is 19 and
all of the teenagers surveyed are 18 or
under.

Worse, more than half of all the
teenagers, 56 percent, have gotten so
drunk or high that their behavior was
significantly impaired.

Twenty-four percent of these stu-
dents said they experience such
drunkenness once a month; 18 per-
cent do so once a year; nine percent
do so once a week; and four percent
do so more than once a week.

This easy availability of alcohol is
perhaps the reason why few teen-
agers, only 19 percent, want to see the
legal drinking age lowered. Sixty-six
percent said it should be kept the
same and 14 percent said it should be
raised.

School and family

What students said..
...About teen problems

Following are some of the students' responses to the question, "What
do you think is the most difficult problem you had to face as a Catholic
teenager?"

• "I have tried to keep my sanity. My parents are very hurtful of each
other."

• "Morality concerning sex."
• "Whether or not to advocate the abortion of my child. In the end,

there was no pregnancy."
• "Trying to understand why having sex with someone you love

before marriage is wrong."
• "Most of my friends found me to be strange. They were all playing

football while I was writing."
• "Having fun without... getting into immoral acts."
• "It is difficult to adhere to old-fashioned Catholic ideals."
• "My most difficult problem as a teenager is having to stand up for

and have my values taken seriously. In many ways, I'm considered old-
fashioned and this is hard to adjust to in today's society. But I'm sure I'll
win."

• "In Catholic schools you pay, so people have money and drugs are a
problem."

• "A boy attacked me and I couldn't stop him. I feel mentally derang-
ed from this experience and I can't live with myself."

• "What people think about me, such as, 'He's Catholic, don't let
him find out, he's a goody-two-shoes.' "

• "My public school friends and the Catholic reputation."
• "When I gUt fired at a job and turned to heavy drug abuse which I

am presently under the influence (of)."
• "None, because I am not very holy. I try to be, but I'm not. All my

friends are like me."
• "The topic of abortion. Every teacher and most parents keep throw-

ing the topic in our face(s). I personally am getting very tired of it."
• "Growing up to live up to the (expectations) of Catholic parents

who don't practice the religion they supposedly are a part of."
• "Having religion crammed into my head."
• "(Realizing many things I have been taught) are not true... All they

did to you was lie and lie all your life."
• "Sign up for the draft; who to take to the dance; will I die tomor-

row."

...Adult problems
Following are some of the students' responses to the question,

"What's the most difficult problem you'll have to face as an adult?"
"Not letting money run my life."
"Discerning my religious vocation."
"Trying to be accepted."
"Trying to live life as a Catholic."
"Deciding whether or not to accept Church interference in

American political life."
"My sex drives."
"If my spouse will accept me as being a non-virgin."
"I want to be like my parents... They are a major influence on me,

but at times I disappoint them."
"Quitting this heavy addiction and getting a real job."
"Responsibility towards the whole world."
''Probably trying to make my family as happy as the one I'm in

right now because I'm afraid of what the world's gonna be like by the
time it's my turn."

'Forty percent (of thost-f,
juana, but only seven pet
larly. Only 20 percent hav
percent use it on a reguk

Despite the over-indulgence in al-
cohol, the teenagers generally were
satisfied with their Catholic school
education and happy at home.

Eighty-eight percent would choose
to attend Catholic schools rather than
public schools all over again, and al-
most as many described their family
life as good or very good. Thirty-two
percent said life at home was very
good, and 40 percent said it was
good. Twelve percent of the teenagers
described it as fairly good.

Sixteen percent said it was either
"just so-so," or "poor."

Teen problem

The last part of this section of the
survey asked the high school seniors
to state, in their own words, the most
difficult problem they had to face as
Catholic teenagers.

While many of these problems fell
into varied categories, certain areas
were consistently mentioned by the
teenagers.

The one area cited by the greatest
number of teenagers was peer pres-
sure. Twenty-two percent said this
was the most difficult thing they had
to deal with, although they avoided
descriptions of specific circumstances
where what fellow teenagers were
doing, or asking them to do, con-
flicted with their own views.

Still, a clue to where this peer pres-
sure manifested itself most strongly
can be obtained from the second most
often mentioned problem area: sexu-
ality. Thirteen percent found that de-
ciding whether or not to engage in
sexual intercourse was the major con-
cern of their teenage years.

This was followed by 11 percent
who cited moral concerns, nine per-
cent who said relationships with peers
and/or parents were a problem, and
seven percent who said being a good
Catholic was their major concern.

From the teenagers' own descrip-

tions of their problems, it is clear that
these five areas — peer pressure, sex-
uality, morality, relationships and
Catholicism — are very much interre-

Hr-

Better than
the U.S.
average

Drinking habits dit
Hispanic teenagers are less likely

to have tried marijuana or cocaine
and less likely to have gotten drunk
or high than their "Anglo" counter-
parts, a Voice survey of Catholic
high school seniors has found.

Of 70 Hispanics surveyed, 23
percent said they have tried
marijuana and 14 percent said they
have tried cocaine. Of 106 Anglos,
50 percent have tried marijuana and
23 percent have tried cocaine.

Among Anglos, 12 percent of
males said they used marijuana or
cocaine regularly: 10 percent were

using marijuana, and two percent
were using cocaine. Only three
percent of male Hispanics said they
used either drug on a regular basis.

Roughly the same proportion of
females in both ethnic groups used
either marijuana or cocaine on a
regular basis: Nine percent of
Anglos and eight percent of
Hispanics.

Seven percent of Anglo females
said they use marijuana alone and
two percent said they use only
cocaine. Among Hispanics, three
percent used only marijuana and
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eenagers use drugs
y&lled) have tried mari-
vcent said they use it regu-
ive tried cocaine, and three
ilar basis.'

lated.
One overwhelming message came

through: Catholic teenagers are adrift
in a sea of casual, easy sex — por-

trayed in movies, on television, in
printed media and prevalent among
their friends. Only the bobbing plank
of Catholic faith and morality, ac-
quired at home and in school, is keep-
ing them afloat — but resisting gets
harder and harder with each new day.

Among other problems cited by the
teenagers were:

• Drugs, mentioned by three per-
cent of those surveyed;

• The divorce or separation of
their parents;

• Resisting the pressure of their
public school friends who ridicule
them for attending Catholic schools;

Local Catholic seniors are far less likely to be using marijuana than
their counterparts across the nation when the results of the Voice survey
are compared to those compiled in 1982 by the U.S. Congress.

While 32 percent of U.S. high school seniors reported using marijuana
on a regular basis, only seven percent of those polled by The Voice said
they do so. The Congressional figures are for 1981.

Another bit of good news: Only three percent of local seniors reported
using cocaine regularly, compared to six percent across the United
States.

Alcohol is a different story.
Seventy-one percent of all high school seniors report drinking alcohol

regularly. The figure is 78 percent among local Catholic seniors.

• Choosing a career or deciding
whether to go to college; and

• Generally growing up and learn-
ing to deal with problems and respon-
sibilities.

Three male students said they wor-
ried about getting a girl pregnant, and
two female students were concerned
about whether they would have an
abortion if they found themselves
pregnant.

Adult problems
One overwhelming concern emerg-

ed from the teenagers' answers to the
question of what they thought would
be their greatest problem as adults.
How good would they be at forming,
maintaining and raising a family?

Twenty-two percent of the teen-
agers mentioned it outright. They
cited having a good family life as a
problem, and for many it revolved
around being able to keep the family
together — preventing a divorce, and
raising their children so that they
would not get into trouble later on.

Another 12 percent cited family
and finances together as a major con-
cern, wondering whether they would
earn enough to support their families.

Finances alone were mentioned by
13 percent of all the teenagers, and
another 16 percent worried about
being able to deal with adult responsi-
bilities.

In many cases, these different
answers overlapped, so that it became
evident that both forming happy fam-
ilies and keeping them from the brink
of financial disaster are the teenagers'
major concerns as they enter adult-
hood.

Next in their order of priorities was
keeping the faith. Seven percent of
the teenagers said remaining a good
Catholic, or becoming a better one,
was important to them. In this
answer, the ghost of peer pressure
was evident again, only this time in
the adult version. How would they
adhere to moral standards in a
secular, and some would even say
amoral, society?

Among other concerns:
• Going to college, cited by 2 per-

cent of the teenagers polled;
• Coping with death and aging, es-

pecially of a parent or spouse;
• Dealing with sexuality; and
• Resisting the urge to make mon-

ey the most important thing in life.
Next issue: Sexuality.

Survey
questions

and
answers

(Percentages may not add up to 100).
1. It is presently legal to buy alcohol at

age 19. Do you think that age should be:
Raised 14%
Kept the same 66%
Lowered 19%

2. Do you think use of drugs such as mari-!
juana and cocaine should:

Remain illegal 87%
Be legalized 12%

3. Have you ever used marijuana?
Yes 40% No 60%

4. Have you ever used cocaine?
Yes 20% No 80%

5. If not, would you consider under any
circumstances (such as at a party or social
occasion) using either?

Yes 8% No 68%
6. Do you currently use either on a regular
mis?

Yes 8% No 92%
7. Which?* .

Marijuana 7% Cocaine 3%
8. Do you currently drink alcoholic

beverages outside the home, such as at par-
ties or lounges?

Yes 78% No 22%
9. Have you ever been drunk or high

enough that your behavior was significantly
impaired?

Yes 56% No 44%
10. How often?

Once a year 18%
Once a month 24%
Once a week 9%
More than once a week 4%

11. Have you ever used narcotic drugs such
as heroin, or psychedellic drugs such as
'angel dust," LSD or others?

Yes 5% No 95%
12. Are you currently using any of the
above "hardcore" drugs on a regular basis?

No 100%
13. Would you describe your family life as:

Very good 32%
Good 40%
Fairly good 12%
Just so-so 8%
Poor 8%

14. If you had it to do over again, would
you prefer to attend

Catholic schools 88%
Public schools 11%

15. What do you think is the most difficult
problem you had to face as a Catholic teen-

Peer pressure 22%
Sexuality 13%
Morality 11%
Relationships 9%
Being a good Catholic 7%
Drugs 3%

16. Most difficult problem you'U have to
face as an adult?**

Raising a family 22%
Dealing with responsibilities 16%
Financial 13%
Family/financial 12%
Being a gdod Catholic 7%
College 2%

* Included in these figures are two percent
of students who said they ase both mari-
juana and cocaine on • regular basis.
** The students responded in their own

|words. These general topics emerged most
often in their answers.

lifferent among Anglos, Hispanics
three percent used only cocaine.

When it comes to drinking outside
the home, the ethnic differences
diminish. More than half of all the
seniors surveyed in each group said
they drink at parties or lounges on a
regular basis: 67 percent of the
Hispanics and 86 percent of the
Anglos do so.

Yet Hispanics are less likely to
have gotten drunk or high enough
that their behavior was significantly
impaired. While 69 percent of the
Anglos said this has happened to
them, only 37 percent of Hispanics

said they have experienced this.
In both groups, a higher

proportion of males than females
has gotten drunk or high. Among
Anglos, it was 61 percent of females
compared to 78 percent of males.
Among Hispanics, it was 33 percent
of females versus 42 percent of
males.

Hispanics generally were more op-
posed to lowering the drinking age
and legalizing marijuana or cocaine.

Twenty-two percent of Anglos
wanted a lower drinking age,
compared to 13 percent of

Hispanics. On the legalization issue,
93 percent of Hispanics were
opposed, compared to 83 percent of
Anglos.

'Hispanics generally
were more opposed
to lowering the drink-
ing age:

When asked if they would
consider using either cocaine or
marijuana, 60 percent of Anglos

who have never tried either drug
said they would not, compared to 79
percent of Hispanics in the same
category.

No significant differences emerged
in either group's or either sex's
overall satisfaction with family life,
their support for Catholic schools or
their perceptions of the greatest
problems they have faced as
teenagers and will face as adults.

One exception: Male Anglos were
the only group that mentioned
college as a future concern.

ARS
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Ghetto Sister visits South Florida
(Continued from page 11)

many as 176 patients in four days.
Plans are underway for free eye and
dental clinics as well. A day care
center supervises 50 children. The
St. Pius kitchen feeds "all ages
providing they are in serious need."

The kitchen is operated by four
members of the St. Vincent de Paul
Society. (The Society also helps feed
many families in the Majestic
Gardens area, where unemployment
is 80 percent.)

A Sunday school program
provides nourishment for both the
souls and bodies of the poor. At
present the food distribution on
Sundays is sparse out of necessity
and Sr. Yap hopes to upgrade it in
the near future.

She is also in the process of
gleaning young Jamaican leaders
from the various communities to

train them to run their own
programs and evaluate the needs of
their people. There is a great
untapped potential among them,
said Sr. Yap. "It's up to us to
unlock it."

"Once they decide to take action,
once they overcome the hopeless-
ness, they can plan such projects as
sewing, gardening and baking, and
the darkness begins to lift..."

Pastors and parishioners in
America who have been slow to help
just don't realize how much they
can do to get things started, even
with modest donations, said Sr.
Yap.

"They think they need to have
thousands of dollars in the bank for
security before they can help the
poor. It's just not true. A little bit
can make a big difference."

Like Mahfood, she holds no
bitterness toward those who have a

BUILD
A CHURCH

THE HOLY FATHERS MISSION AID TO THE ORIENTAL CHURCH

IN
INDIA:
POOR

CATHOLICS

In Vadakekara, India, many of the 210 Catholic fami-
lies will not be able to attend Mass on Christmas. The
nearest church is many miles away from their home.
For the sick, the aged and the children regular atten-
dance at Mass is almost impossible. Father James, the
parish priest, advises that these poor faithful have con-
tributed what they can afford from their meager wages
to build a church of their own. $5,000 more is needed to
complete the project. . . Will you share with these poor
as your special gift to the Christ Child? We'll send
Father James immediately your gifts (tax deductible in
the U.S.A.) in any amount—$100, $75, $50, $25, $10,
$5. . .A memorial plaque can be placed inside the
church in memory of your loved ones if you complete it
all by yourself ($5,000). Your gift will truly bring Christ to
Vadakekara for Christmas.

WHY
NOT

HAVE
A

SHARE?

A
NEW
IDEA
FOR

'85

To share this year in the Masses, hardships and
good works of our Bishops, priests and Sisters
overseas, enroll yourself now (as well as your
children, nephews, nieces and friends) in this
Association. We'll send them a certificate....
The dues are used for the poor. Family member-
ship: $100 for life, $10 for a year. One person's
membership $25 for life, $5 a year.

Our legal title is CATHOLIC NEAR EAST WELFARE
ASSOCIATION. Our mission priests will offer
promptly the Masses you request, build church-
es, schools, convents, clinics, under the Holy
Father's direction. Bequests to be used "where
needed most" take care of mission emergen-
cies.

41
Dear

Monslgnor ENCLOSEDPLEASEFINDJ
Nolan:

FOR

CY

Please NAME_
return

coupon STREET .
with your

offering CITV _STATE_

THE CATHOLIC NEAR EAST WELFARE ASSOCIATION

NEAR EAST
MISSIONS
ARCHBISHOP JOHN J. O'CONNOR,
President

MSGR. JOHN G. NOLAN, National Secretary
Write: CATHOLIC NEAR EAST WELFARE ASSOC.
1011 First Avenue • New York, N.Y. 10022
Telephone: 212/826-1480

blind spot for the poor. She sees it
as a distortion of priorities and a
neglect of the Gospel message.

"People tend to think only of the
needs of their own families. They
refuse to see outside their own
circles. But God has instructed us to
give out of our abundance.

"It may mean you won't have the
newest car or video equipment. It
may mean your son will have to do
without an extra pair of jeans. But
the money you give can plant a
garden that feeds many families. It
may provide the only dress a little
girl has ever owned."

Holy Family Parish

STONE'S PHARMACY
Drive-in Window Service — Russell Stover Candies
11638 N.E. 2nd. Ave. (Near Barry College) 759-6534

LEVTTRAIL synthetic
STAINED GLASS

Custom Made work of art — Now in Florida
UNBREAKABLE, maintenance free
Has texture of Belgium glasses
Has infinite rich colors
Cut to size for easy installation
Any design, style or size for only

$39.00 sq. ft.
Showroom: 6500 N.W. 13th Court
Plantation, Fl. 33321

Plantation Warehouse Center-off Sunrise Blvd. Free Estimates 792-7190

Eye Examinations
Contact Lens Fitting
Optical Service

STANLEY FROMM O.D.P.A.
Dr. of Optometry

9711 N.E. 2nd Ave.
Miami Shores

757-1686
Medicare assignments accepted

BETTY PHILSON
CONTACT LENS TECHNICIAN

EYE WEAR STYLIST

MAXINE NIMMO
EYE WEAR STYLIST

IGovernor^
1 Park 2 1 1

3 Months - $2,750.
6 Months - $4,000.

12 Months - $5,000.

435 - 21st STREET
MIAMI BEACH, FL 33139

The best of Miami beach*Luxurious living at an affordable price • Beautifully furnished
throughout • Nearly two acres of lush grounds • Olympic size heated swimming pool
• The feeling of total country club living! Double Occupancy at No Additional Charge!
CALL COLLECT 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. - (305) 532-2320

Awarded City of Miami Beach Beautification Certificate
• Courtesy Shopping Service • Live Entertainment • 24 Hour Security

AHERN
CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

SINCE 1927 . . . SIX CHAPELS

FUNERAL HOMES
Plummet Family

PRIVATE FAMILY
ROOMS

SPACIOUS FORMAL
CHAPELS

J. L. Jr., Lawrence H.

* MAKE THIS A TRADITIONAL, ^
RELIGIOUS CHRISTMAS FOR YOU

AND YOUR LOVED ONES!
Shop our great selection of Nativity Sets, Traditional Figures, Creches,
Holy Family Groupings; Plaques, statues and medals of your favorite
religious subjects; Crucifixes, Rosaries, Posters, Religious Greeting
Cards, Christmas Cards, and other religious artifacts too numerous to
list.

Books by all your favorite Catholic authors on subjects covering the
whole spectrum of contemporary Catholic thought. — Lives of the
Saints, Morality, Theology, Church History, Scripture, Inspirational,
Charismatic, Healing, Liturgy, etc.

New American and Jerusalem Bibles, Daily and Sunday Missals, Prayer
Books, Novenas, Children's Bibles and Storybooks.

THE CHRISTOPHER BOOK SHOP
Serving the Catholic Community of Southeast Florida

for twenty-five years!

OPEN 9 to 4:30
CLOSED HOLYDAYS

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus,
Coral Gables Council

2920 Ponce de Leon Blvd.
CORAL GABLES - 444-6744



ERA & the Bishops
Possible abortion link prevents
giving endorsement to the measure

(First in a two-part series)

By Liz S. Armstrong
WASHINGTON (NC) — The agenda at the Na-

tional Conference of Catholic Bishops' general
meeting in Washignton made the prelates once
again confront a complex moral-legal-pastoral
question: Assessing the proposed Equal Rights
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

The bishops took no action but heard a recom-
mendation from Archbishop John L. May of St.
Louis that they, while emphasizing the need for
clarification of the ERA'S potential impact on
abortion rights, for now maintain their previous
position of neutrality on the ERA.

Archbishop May, who chairs an ad hoc
bishops' committee studying the ERA, also pro-
vided the bishops with two documents — his
own report containing his recommendation and
background material, and a detailed legal
analysis by Wilfred R. Caron, the NCCB's chief
attorney.

Bishop James W. Malone of Youngstown,
Ohio, NCCB president, advised the bishops to
bring the Caron study to the attention of other
attorneys.

Caron's report — 27 pages and 199 footnotes
— covers both anticipated positive and negative
ramifications of the ERA if it would be ratified.

Catholics interested in the anti-abortion or
women's ordination movements will look closely
at what Caron says about two controversial
questions: Whether the ERA would support abor-
tion rights or end Catholic institutions' tax ex-
emptions because the church refuses to ordain
women.

Abortion link?
"There is no explicit indication in the text or

legislative history that Congress intends ERA to
reinforce a right of abortion," Caron stated. That

notwithstanding, "It is reasonable to consider
ERA as possessing the potential to buttress the
substantive right of abortion," he added.

"Under ERA, the court would likely view abor-
tion as a type of medical treatment, although not
identical to other types," he wrote. "Accordingly,
there is legitimate concern that ERA could lead
to the invalidation of laws which deny to women
a right not denied to men; namely, access to
forms of medical 'treatment' needed to protect
wealth, including abortion. In this way, ERA
could buttress the Roe. v. Wade right of abor-
tion," he added.

Furthermore, "There is presently no federal
constitutional right to public financing of abor-
tion," Caron stated. "However, under ERA, it is
likely that funding restrictions would be in-
validated if certain established principles are ap-
plied."

Because the ERA probably would raise suspi-
cions about sex-based classifications, exclusion
of abortion from government-sponsored, compre-
hensive medical programs would be subject to
strict judicial scrutiny, he said.

He noted that a Pennsylvania state appellate
court recently protected a state abortion funding
exclusion from claims that the ban violated the
state ERA. However, he said, the decision has
been appealed and one decision in a state in-
termediate appellate court is of "slight preceden-
tial value."

The alleged ERA-abortion link raises another
question, as well: Is it possible that the ERA
would indeed demand medical treatment for
Women with a condition peculiar to women —
pregnancy — but not mandate that every
pregnancy-related medical procedure — that is,
abortion — be provided?

Caron was not immediately available for com-
ment.

His report, though, indicated that the Penn-
sylvania decision "confirms the difficulties of
predicting results under ERA."

Ordination hangup
Abortion aside, the ERA might also pose pro-

blems for the Catholic Church because of the
women's ordination issue, in part because of the

Supreme Court's ruling in the Bob Jones Univer-
sity case.

In that case, the high court held that a private
educational institution which follows policies of
racial discrimination based on religious beliefs
can be denied tax-exempt status.

"Under the Bob Jones rationale, it could be
argued that a church which limits its clergy to
men violates ERA'S fundamental national policy
against discrimination on account of sex,
thereby negating any benefits the church might
otherwise confrer on the public," Caron wrote.
"If the argument succeeded, forfeiture of tax-
exempt status would result — at least until the
allegedly discriminatory practice is terminated.

"Denial of tax-exempt status to churches,
because of the manner in which they select
clergy, would raise important constitutional
questions, requiring a balancing of the religious
freedom protected by the First Amendment with
the policy against sex discrimination declared in
ERA," Caron added.

Despite Archbishop May's recommendation
and the detailed information offered by Caron's
report, the bishops are not likely to have heard
the last of the ERA debate. As Bishop Malone
told the press Nov. 15, "the attorney's report is
not the policy of our conference." The bishops
themselves set NCCB policy and if the ERA
becomes a heated issue again they may be call-
ed upon to say more in the future.

Next: Otter pluses and minuses of the ERA.

NO MORE;
TIME FOR

ERA.
L
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U.S. — Vatican ties unconstitutional?.
Fundamentalist churches go to court

By Liz S. Armstrong
WASHINGTON (NC) — The executive branch and Congress have had their

turn at pondering — and ultimately approving — establishment of U.S.
diplomatic ties with the Vatican.

Now, thanks to a lawsuit in federal court the judiciary is going to get a
crack at the controversial issue as well, and perhaps finally resolve ques-
tions dogging the relationship.

The suit, brought by Americans United for Separation of Church and
State, joined by several Protestant and a few Catholic groups, pits President
Reagan against fundamentalist Christians — who often are his staunch
allies — as well as mainline churches.

Fundamentalists have disagreed with the idea of Vatican-U.S. relations
for years.

Now, to prove that the formal ties and exchange of ambassadors was
wrong, opponents of Vatican-U.S. diplomatic relations are quoting none
other than Archbishop Pio Laghi, the new papal pronuncio or Vatican am-
bassador to the United States.

The suit asks the federal court to overturn the actions of the president
and Congress in establishing formal ties. It likewise seeks an injunction to
prevent Congress from granting the U.S. embassy to the Vatican additional
funding and to stop William Wilson, U.S. ambassador to the Holy See, from
functioning in that capacity.

The suit raises the question of whether the Holy See OF Vatican is a
religious institution or a political state known as Vatican City.

At hearings earlier this year, the Catholic League for Religious and Civil
Rights and the State Department maintained that the United States was
establishing ties with the small state of Vatican City, not with a religion.

Father Peter M.J. Stravinskas, public relations director for the Catholic
League, testified last spring that it is unlikely that recognizing the Vatican
would "excessively entangle" the United States in its affairs because that
fear implies U.S. recognition of other countries brings excess entanglement
in their affairs.

Father Stravinskas noted that requirements for existence as a state in-
clude territory, population, civil government and independence from other
countries and that "Vatican City meets all these criteria."

In the eyes of a State Department spokesman the distinction was clear. "I
would emphasize that we are not establishing relations with the Catholic
Church," said Kenneth W. Dam, deputy secretary of state.

But, as critics of Vatican-U.S. ties said, Archbishop Laghi seemed to
refute that latter claim in a speech April 6 at the Catholic University of
America.

"In fact, the Catholic Church is the only religious body that I know of that
engages in direct relations with various states," the archbishop said. "Some
mistakenly tried to justify the American government's action by implying
that it was entering into a diplomatic relationship not with the Roman
Catholic Church as such but rather with the sovereign Vatican City-State."

However, he said, papal diplomacy is based on "the spiritual sovereignty
of the Holy See and not upon dominion over a few acres in the heart of
Rome."

"It is therefore, the pope's religious authority which confers upon him... a
diplomatic standing in the world," the archbishop stated. "Those who in-
terpret papal diplomacy as emanating from the pope's temporal sovereignty
are failing to understand the true nature of the mission of the Holy See."

Americans United used the archbishop's comments in its brief to back up
its contention. The brief likewise cites a 1969 message by Pope Paul VI and
New Catholic Encyclopedia, which says "Holy See... refers to Rome as the
bishopric of the pope and to his Curia, the Roman congregations, tribunals
and offices."

Catholic groups participating in the suit are the National Association of
Laity and the National Coalition of American Nuns.

But Father Stravinskas said Congress had taken the initiative and em-
powered the administration to establish ties with the Vatican. "Two of three
branches of government clearly indicate there is no (contest) whatsoever"
for opposition to the relations. "It has nothing to do with the establishment
of religion," Father Stravinskas added.



Editorial Page
The ultimate cause
of drug scandal
Recent reports from South Florida have painted a picture of

drug corruption laced throughout society in the Bahamas: From
the local lawmen paid to look the other way as boats and
planes unload, to high level officials and bankers involved in
money laundering and paving the way for the flow of "snow"
into the States.

It is a story of how fast money corrupts everything,
undermines respect for the law, leads to a life of moral
compromise and eventually even the destruction of many of
the nation's youth through the constant presence and
availability of drugs.

VOICE EDITORIAL
Yet, the ultimate blame should not be on the officials

corrupted by the sweet smell of green.
Americans are responsible, in the final sense. Every time one

of us buys an ounce of cocaine or pot, every time one of us
sniffs the powder up our nose shrugging it off as a harmless
high, every time we go along with the gang at a 'coke' party,
we are creating the problem.

When one of us uses or buys a unit of dope, at its usual
absurd price, that person is creating an order for more dope all
the way back down the line from local user, to middle-man, to
smuggler, to processor in South America to grower. All these
dopers exist for only one thing — to fill the supply created by
John and Jane America who are willing to pay a lot of money
to stick a chemical into their brains for a passing sensation of
"feeling good."

So when you read of another cocaine cowboy slaying and
you feel the contempt rising within you, just remember the
dopers are nothing but instruments of supply for what a certain
number of Americans are demanding.

When a little girl is killed by stray machinegun fire intended
for her parents, blame not only the killer, but the friend or
neighbor who uses the stuff the girl's parents were selling.

Fortunately, most Americans still do not use cocaine or
marijuana. On the other hand most do imbibe in alcohol to
varying degrees. A Voice study of local teenagers (see page
one) shows that the preferred substance of youth, as with their
elders, is alcohol. So if you drink enough to feel "high" with

any kind of regularity, feel not too much contempt for the
cocaine killings, as it is a kindred spirit that demands chemical
sensations in place of the full-bodied existence that comes
from meaningful activity, values and a clear head.

Voice voter poll
to all candidates

We have received three letters and
two telephone calls complaining that
our recent candidates' poll, published
in The Florida Catholic, The Voice and
The Community Page was biased
against and unfair to the Mondale-
Ferraro campaign, and have respond-
ed to the civil telephone call and the
civil letter, and will not be responding
to the rude ones. However, the
number of communications indicates
that there are probably others among
our readers that also feel that there
was unfairness and I would like to
clear that matter up.

The complaints, arise from the fact
that the poll reflects a support or op-
posed position from both of the can-
didates, with comments from Presi-
dent Reagan, but none from Mr. Mon-
dale. That is of Mr. Mondale's choos-
ing, not ours. The responses were
first published in the March presiden-
tial preference primary, in which all of
the candidates responded to the poll.
Most of them offered comments, but
Mr. Mondale did not.

After the party primaries, we sent
copies of the questions and answers
to both candidates, and requested
their review and editorial changes, or
additional responses. The Reagan
headquarters forwarded some
editorial, but not substantive,
changes in their responses, but none
were received from the Mondale head-
quarters. Rosemary Gallagher from
this office called the Mondale head-
quarters three separate times, at-
tempting to get responses, but never
received them. We have a log of the
calls reflecting the names of the per-

sons talked to. We were concerned
that the poll would appear to be bias-
ed, and for that reason stated on the
face of the poll that both candidates
were given the opportunity to com-
ment and that one had not.

These polls simply report the can-
didate's stated position, and are not
designed as any endorsement or ap-
proval.

One of the reasons for this letter is
that the polls involve an enormous
amount of work on the part of many
people around the state, particularly
members of the Florida Council of
Catholic Women and certain Respect
Life committees. Mrs. Gallagher con-
ducted four separate candidate poll
workshops in various parts of the
state; in every part of the state, exten-
sive work is done to obtain responses
from candidates, who are not always
anxious to respond. Every effort is ex-
pended to insure that it is fair and ac-
curate. It is unfair to all of these
workers to suggest that there were
improprieties in this poll.

These polls have been taken over
the last three elections, both in
primaries and in general elections,
and hopefully they will continue to im-
prove. We will be conducting a review
of the poll over the next few months,
including its desirability. We would
be interested in any comments or
suggestions concerning it.

Thomas A. Horkan, Jr.
Fla. Catholic Conference

PO Box 1571
Tallahassee, FL. 32302

Polish community
gives thanks
To the Editor:

In behalf of the Polish Community
of Miami, I would like to thank our
beloved Archbishop Edward McCar-
thy, and our dear friend Bishop
Agustin Roman for the many favors
extended to the Polish Apostolate of
our Lady of Czestochowa, especially
in the announcement our Archbishop
Edward McCarthy has made (Voice,
Nov. 2) in making our Rev. Zdzislaw
Nawrocki, the director of the
Apostolate.

All Polish celebrations, whether
they are Religious or Patriotic always
take place around the church with the
Polish priest at the helm. No Polish
affair is ever celebrated without first
the celebration of the Holy Mass,
then followed by whatever festivities
are in order, whether they may be Reli-
gious or Patriotic. For this reason, we
always need our Polish priest to lead
our community.

We have been Blessed by our
Miami Diocese for which we are very
grateful.

Mrs. Pelagia Lukaszewska,
North Miami Beach

Catholic literature
To the Editor:

Readers may like to mail their used
Catholic Pamphlets and Magazines
direct to the Foreign Missions.

If those who wish to do so will
please send me self-addressed
envelopes, I will give them the ad-
dresses of Missionary Priests and
Nuns who need Catholic Literature.

Write direct to:
Mary Conway,

14 Castle Street,
Cork, Ireland

Helping Ethiopia
worthwhile cause
To the Editor:

The mass starvation and death in
Ethiopia and other parts of Africa is
certainly one of the most unbelieva-
ble and devastating news in our era.

The fact that this tragedy has been
going on for quite a while now makes
this news even more painful.

I am so glad that the Miami Arch-
diocese is conducting a special
collection for Ethiopia.

I am also glad to learn that the
"Catholic Relief Services is handling
90 percent of all aid coming from
America" (The Voice, 11/30/84).

I can only interpret this as meaning
when it comes to feeding, clothing
and helping the poor, we Catholics
are not behind other Christians.

Susan Talana Harris
Miami

The Voice Welcomes letters to
the editor. All letters must be
signed. Write to: Letters to The
Editor, The Voice, P.O. Box
38-1059, Miami, FL 33238-1059.
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Opinion

Living together: Part 1
Couples lived together before and outside of

marriage long before the so-called sexual revolu-
tion began a couple of decades ago. But the fre-
quency, openness and quasi-acceptance of this
practice has increased greatly since then. When a
man and woman who have been cohabitating in
such a fashion come to the parish priest today and
wish to marry with a typical, solemn, pull out all
the stops wedding ceremony, they present him
with a pastoral problem.

We became priests to serve people, ease human
burdens and assist individuals in their quest for
happiness. To confront the couple immediately
and directly condemn their behavior starts the en-
tire marriage preparation process off in sour
fashion and risks further alienating perhaps
already marginal persons.

On the other hand, as priests we must be
faithful to the teachings of Christ and the Church.
Being a pleasant, accommodating and understan-

BY FR. JOSEPH
M. CHAMPLIN

teachings means following a middle course. I, for
one, would not like to be characterized as either a
soft touch who compromises principles for
popularity or a hard unbending man who makes no
adjustments for the complexities caused by
human weakness and contemporary society.

There are, to my knowledge, no scientific
studies about how priests have dealt with these

'To confront the couple immediately and directly condemn
their behavior starts the entire marriage preparation process
off in sour fashion and risks further alienating perhaps already
marginal persons.'

ding pastor who overlooks the living together
aspect of this couple's relationships may relieve
their anxieties and win popularity contests, but
does it amount to tacit approval of the cohabita-
tion?

I KNOW these situations have been a source of
great tension and an on-going dilemma for parish
priests over the last 10-20 years in the United
States. Trying to be kind and compassionate with
the couple, yet authentic and loyal to our Church

dilemmas. My hunch is that each priest has in-
clined one way or the other depending upon his
own personal style or temperment and the actual
situation of the couple before him, perhaps con-
fronting one and not confronting another. My
guess also is that most clergy, while presuming a
cohabitation condition even if not acknowledge
and uncomfortable with it, have tended to overlook
the fact. After all, in this approach, the priest
judges that the couple have come for a sacrament,

will now rectifying their wrongful state and may
draw closer to the Church if he assists them with
warmth in preparing for a beautiful ceremony.

That overlooking procedure is not as com-
promising or difficult as it may sound. Most cou-
ples do not announce the fact of their cohabitation
and may give their original family home addresses
as residences or list their common location as the
place where they will dwell after marriage.

HOWEVER, DURING the past year I have sensed
among the clergy a shift away from this non-con-
frontational approach.

The new trend surfaced for me when an older
pastor, known for his gentle, kind and accommo-
dating style, surprisingly remarked that he thought
we should do something about the couples living
together, even urging them to go home and dwell
apart until the marriage.

Soon afterwards I heard similar comments from
other parts of the country and wondered if this
could be one of those nationwide movements
representing a new emphasis which emerges
almost spontaneously from the bottom up or from
the grass roots.

WITHIN A few months advocacy of this stricter,
challenging practice appeared in print. Father
Thomas Kramer, a former national executive in
religious education for the American Bishop at
Washington and now rector of the Bismarck Ca-
thedral in North Dakota, published a letter to cou-
ples informing them of this policy. Wire services
across the United States picked up Kramer's arti-
cle and widely reprinted it, often with supportive
comments.

Finally, in September Bishop George Speltz of
Saint Cloud in Minnesota issued a Pastoral Letter
on Cohabitation which established definitive and
strict procedures for the clergy to observe with
couples seeking a Catholic wedding while living
together. More about this next week.

Decline in mass attendance
Archbishop Daniel Pilarczyk of Cincinnati asked

that the bishops of the nation consider the reason
for the decline in attendance at the Sunday Mass
among Catholic in this country. It is obviously
something that must be a concern of the bishops,
directly related to their primary responsibility.

The Gallup survey said that in 1983 about 52 per-
cent of Catholics in the United States were at
Mass regularly on Sunday. That was better than
the 47 percent of 1977 but far below the nearly 70
percent the surveys showed for Mass attendance
back in the 1950s.

To put this in proper perspective, Mass atten-
dance in the United States is greater than the at-
tendance of Protestants at Sunday services and
greater than Mass attendance in European Catho-
lic countries, with the exception of Poland.

THE SEARCH for answers to the reason for the
decline and the way to reverse it will be extensive,
will bring the insights of many who have expertise.
But I believe it is important that many think about
this, that not only experts be heard but the voices
of ordinary people whose only knowledge comes
from living as Catholics. So, without claiming any
expertise or any special knowledge, there are
things I'd like to say about this.

It is as Archbishop Pilarczyk said, a question
that requires national attention for the problem is
general throughout the nation. The Cincinnati
archbishop suggested that one reason might be a
changed attitude towards the obligation of atten-

BY
DALE FRANCIS

dance to Sunday Mass. Once Catholics belived it
was a mortal sin not to attend Sunday Mass. To-,
day, he said, there were those who missed Sunday
Mass and still considered themselves good Catho-
lics.

Undoubtedly there's some truth in that. In those
disheaveled early days of the 1960s, when some
were challenging everything to the past, there
were some teaching Sunday Mass was no longer
an obligation. There's no doubt that influenced
some, especially the young people of the 1960s
who were victims of much confusion.

But there's a misunderstanding of the 1950s in
it, too. The great majority Of those who faithfully
were at Mass every Sunday were not there be-
cause they were compelled to be but because they
wanted to be at Mass. If we are to bring people in
greater numbers to Mass again, it will not be be-
cause they are convinced again that to miss Sun-

day Mass is seriously sinful but because they have
grown in love of Jesus Christ and come together in
worship because of their love.

WE NEED TO teach more boldly than ever the
truths of our faith. We need to regain an under-
standing and appreciation of the Mass, of the won-
der of consecration. The Real Presence in the
Eucharist must become real. We must build a solid
foundation of real faith.

We must do this by teaching Catholic truths as
the truths they are. We must come to an under-
standing of what it means to be a part of the
Mystical Body of Christ, what it means to be a part
of the People of God.

When I've said this before, there have been let-
ters from those who say it is an escape from the re-
sponsibility of being followers of Christ in the
world. It is the very opposite. It is those who are
most fully united with Christ who can best serve
Him in the world. To build a solid spiritual founda-
tion carries with it the responsibility of acting from
that foundation to do what Our Lord said we must
do, serve the least of those among us, the poor,
the oppressed, the elderly, the handicapped, to
bring justice and peace to the world.

When we build faith through the proclamation of
Jesus Christ, when we bring more fully to Catho-
lics, we will bring Catholics to Mass because their
love will bring them there.

(Dale Francis is a nationally syndicated columnist)

Time capsules-
By Frank Morgan

The sprig that saved a village
Annually, tons of shamrock plants with "a bit of

the auld sod clinging to them" are flown across
the Atlantic for St. Pat's Day March 17. The small
town of Rosscarberry, with only 300 inhabitants is
responsible for this industry. All the villagers,
young and old spend weeks gathering the plants in
meadow or on rock-strewn acres or from their own
home gardens. The entire operation is presided
over by Mrs. Catherine O'Keefe who has said that
"this little sprig has saved a dying village."

In 1910, the cotton boll weevil destroyed
Alabama's cotton crop. Before the disaster, the
farmers of the Enterprise, Alabama area were com-
pletely dependent upon the cotton crop. When it
failed, they were rendered nearly destitute.

After 1910, they diversified their farming by
planting peanuts and other crops which made
them economically more secure. The boll weevil
had taught them such a lesson that they raised a
monument to the destructive bug in the town of

Enterprise. The inscription reads: "In profound ap-
preciation of the boll weevil and what it has done
to herald posperity."

During the Louisiana Army Maneuvers of 1941, a
photo appeared of one of the officers. He was
identified as Lt. Col. D.D. Eisenberg.

The future President remarked at the time, "Well
at least they got the initials right."
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Opinion

Home cooking's decline
I was discussing plans for Thanksgiving dinner with a

co-worker recently. She told me she had no intention of
cooking dinner on the holiday.

Her daughter and the young man she's dating would be
over for Thanksgiving, but it didn't make sense to her to go
to all the trouble it takes to put on a big meal for only three
people. She was making reservations for Thanksgiving din-
ner in a restaurant.

BY
ANTOINETTE

BOSCO

Places like McDonald's give proof of the trend away from
the home kitchen. I remember back in the early 1950s,
when it was simply a hamburger chain. Now, McDonald's
serves breakfast, chicken and salad too. This adds to the
convenience of eating out.

What a loss it is to a home, though, when you no longer
have the smell of good things coming out of the kitchen
and wafting through the house. Real estate agents have
long known that home cooking adds to the atmosphere of a
home.

SOME AGENTS advise owners attempting to sell their
homes to have bread baking in the oven when people come
to look at the house. Apparently, the aroma carries with it

That struck me as kind of bleak, Probably because
Thanksgiving is so entrenched in my mind as the great time
for families to get together at the family table.

Yet, from what I read, the idea of a family eating a home-
cooked meal together is another of those fine traditions
that seems on its way out. A report from the Department of
Agriculture's National Food Review estimated that out of
every dollary spent on food this year, 41 cents will go for
meals eaten in restaurants or brought home ready to eat.
That's an increase from 27 cents in 1960 and 33 cents in
1970.

THE REPORT'S authors are Judith Jones Putnam and
Michael Van Dress. They find four main reasons for this
trend away from home cooking: smaller families; the sharp
increase in numbers of people cooking: smaller families;
the sharp increase in numbers of people living alone; the
escalating numbers of women working outside the home;
the force of advertising by food service chains.

Fast foot businesses must advertise since there are so
many of them competing for the food dollar. Fast food
outlets tripled from 40,000 in 1963 to more than 122,000 in
1982.

Lauren Soth, a syndicated commentator on food and
agricultural affairs, wrote recently: "In effect, we are mov-
ing toward a more socialized food system, though of
course we don't call it that... the trends in the food
business indicate that we are collectivizing from farm to
dinner table; that is, larger shares of the production and
services are being done by big organizations."

She added: "The small, one-family farm, grocery store,
meat processor grain handler and so on, up to the one-
family restaurant, are losing ground."

the hypnotic message that this is a fine home!
These days, I'm too often alone to bother cooking. Still, I

feel the loss. A kitchen shouldn't be sterile. There is too
much significance in the act of nourishment to take it out
of the home more than occasionally.

Breaking bread together, talking with someone over a
meal prepared in your home, is a way of engaging in loving
interaction. It's never quite the same at McDonald's or even
in a fancy restaurant.

On holidays I look forward to the smell of turkey, pump-
kin pie and rolls baking. Then my kitchen is alive again —
and our family love is unmistakably carried along on all the
wonderful aromas.

(Copyright (c) 1984 by NC News Service)

Taking sides
Taking sides on contemporary issues should be done

with charity and consideration.
If Jesus were walking the earth in 1984, how would He

deal with those in the military with respect to the peace
issue? I think the Lord would deal kindly with them as He
did with the Roman centurion centuries ago. Some of the
gentlest, most peace-loving people I know are in the
military. They grow more and more uncomfortable in the
face of abuse from strident members of the peace move-
ment. They also suffer some understandable anxiety in try-
ing to discern what God is asking of them.

Jesus never preached class warfare; He came to convert all
classes to the high art of making peace.

Class struggle has been at the root of the escalating
arms race. Communism has fanned these passions
everywhere it could, and yet it is well known there is no
society more class-conscious than the Soviet Union today.

Pope John Paul II is right when he warns us to renounce
violence as a means of social change.

"The wisdom that comes from God is utterly pure. It is
peace-loving, gentle, full of compassion and shows itself
by doing good." (Jas. 3:17-18)

For a free copy of the Christopher News Notes. "The
Challenge of Peace," send a stamped, self-addressed en-
velope to The Christophers, 12 East 48th St., New York NY
10017.

BY FR.
JOHN CATOIR

It's unfair to characterize all people in the military as
war-mongers. They know they would be the first to die. The
thought of war is not at all appealing to them. Besides, the
principal of a legitimate national defense is self-evident.
Weakness only invites the use of power. Nevertheless, all
of us must realize that nuclear weapons and the arms race
cannot be treated on a "business-as-usual basis." I pray
that the passion to change the present direction of our
country's polices does not give rise to self-righteous ar-
rogance on either side.

Marxism is another issue that breeds hatred. When the
rich and the poor are pitted against one another, class war-
fare become their solution. The church's mission is one of
reconciliation and sanctification, not combat. Poverty is
dehumanizing, and we are all called by the gospel to do
whatever we can to alleviate this form of suffering. But
every rich person is not the enemy of every poor person.
Some wealthy people are very devoted to helping the poor.

Rich and poor alike commit sin, suffer grief, endure
physical and emotional pain. There are good and bad
among both groups. It's disturbing to hear Marxist
generalizations being represented as Christian theology.

'OUR CHURCH,WOMEN ARE ORGANIZING
A MACRAME CLASS."

Stormy
weather
at home

Q. My parents are always yelling
and screaming at each other, almost
every day. They fight even when they
don't have nothing to fight about. This
bothers me. They never did it before
now. What can I do? (Arizona)

A. Bo, who died a few years back,
was a wonderful German Shepherd
whose master and mistress were a
young married couple, Ben and Ann.

One night after a delicious supper,
they showed me something unusual.
They pretended they were have a
fight, a real one in which Ben was hit-
ting Ann on the arms and threatening
to throw her on the floor.

Bo went wild. He began barking
fiercely and jumping on both of them.
He wanted desperately to stop the
fight.

BY TOM
LENNON

BEN AND ANN kept it up only for a
minute. When they stopped their fake
fight, Bo immediately calmed down.

Bo's behavior tells us how distress-
ing it can be to see two people we
love having a fight. When those two
people are our parents, it can hurt us
very, very much.

So, don't be surprised if it
"bothers" you, perhaps a great deal,
that your mom and dad are "yelling
and screaming at each other."

Maybe the various pressures of liv-
ing are making them irritable. Pos-
sibly they have momentarily grown
tired of one another. It could even be
the weather; 90-degree heat or a long
series of gray days can set people ter-
ribly on edge.

What to do?
CAN YOU talk to your mom and dad

separately about how bad their fight
make you feel? Can you ask them to
examine the reasons for their quarrel-
ling and fighting? Might you inquire
whether there is anything you can do
to make the burden of daily living
lighter?

Be careful how you pose these
questions, lest you start a fight be-
tween you and the parent with whom
you are holding the discussion.

Don't say your words in an accus-
ing or complaining way. Speak softly,
kindly, and sympathetically. You
might ask if there is some trouble in
their lives that you don't know about.

This may be an opportune time to
tell each of them something you have
not said recently: "I love you, Mom. I'd
like to see things going more smooth-
ly for you and dad."

YOUR CONVERSATIONS may have
a good effect, and things may calm
down for a while. But it may also hap-
pen that after a while, trouble and
fighting come once more.

If that is the case, try, try again. You
also might talk about this difficulty
with a priest, school counselor, or a
teacher you especially like.

When you talk with one of these
adults, ask whether he or she thinks
your parents should go to a family
counselor. Then ask how you might
bring up this subject with your par-
ents and how they might get in touch
with a family counselor.

(Send questions to Tom Lennon,
1312 Mass. Ave., N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20005.)
(Copyright (c) 1984 by NC News Ser-

vice)
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Being right vs. getting results
Dear Dr. Kenny: I don't agree with some of your

comments referring to mother's relationship with
her grown children. They may avoid her because
she nags or interferes, but this is no excuse for not
calling her occasionally.

How long will this take if they do so once a
month? Suppose indeed she nags on the phone.
All they have to do is listen for five or 10 minutes.
It takes a little patience but no big sacrifice.

There is no excuse for not sending greeting
cards to parents. I have two married sons: One
never forgets, the other never remembers. Or
should I say, he remembers but doesn't bother all
1. ..time to send me a card or call to wish me a hap-
W birthday. Before he was married it was a ritual.

I've always told them gifts are not necessary but
a card is like a million dollars. I know they are
thinking of me and care. A card can go a long way
in letting a mother know she is not forgotten (fa-
ther too). Thanks for listening to my side. (New
Jersey)

lhank you for your comments. I agree with ev-
erything you say. Of course adult children should
phone and write their mothers. But this world is
full of "shoulds" and "oughts" that never happen.
I am more concerned about how to turn a "should"
into a reality.

We differ on one point which to me is essential:
A statement of proper behavior must not be con-

fused with a strategy to get that proper behavior.
Telling somebody to do something does not nec-
essarily make it happen.

How easy it is to be smug in our citadel of right-
eousness, passing out rules and advice for others
to follow. Then we have the.satisfaction of telling
ourselves that it's not our fault if our advice is not
followed.

BY
DR. JAMES
AND MARY

KENNY

How tempting to carry on with our adult children
as we did when they were growing up, still teach-
ing, instructing, advising. We see something
wrong and we administer a verbal correction.

Yet, as retired editor Eugene Geissler so wisely
points out, God doesn't have grandchildren. He
deals with all adults directly, no longer through
parents. As adults, we are all God's children and
we need to see each other as equals under God
our Father.

You are surely correct in your position that adult

children should respect their parents. Scripture
scholars tell us this is the true meaning of the
fourth commandment. "Honor thy father and they
mother" directs us to continue to reverence our
parents after we have formed families of our own.

Personally, however, as a parent and a psycholo-
gist, I am more concerned with accomplishing my
objectives than in sounding right. The question
thus becomes: "What is the best way to get a
grown son to write his mother?"

• Reminding him of his responsibilities and giv-
ing him directions are as likely to put him off as
they are to generate thoughtfulness. Further, I am
sure you would rather have one spontaneous re-
membrance than five duty calls.

• "Where there is no love, put love, and you will
find love," said a wise religious leader. To para-
phrase, "Where there are no letters, keep sending
your letters and you may hear back."

Write and call your son on his birthday, anniver-
sary, and sometimes for no reason at all: Let him
know what you are doing and how you feel.

• You have control over your own behavior. Be a
loving person and a thoughtful mother. That is the
wisest strategy to reawaken similar feelings in
him.

(Reader questions on family living and child
care to be answered in print are invited. Address
questions: The Kennys; Box 872, St. Joseph's Col-
lege; Rensselaer, Ind. 47978.)

Surviving the breakfast hour
According to the parents I listen to, the four

worst hours in family life include: 1. the pre-dinner
hour; 2. breakfast time; 3. bedtime, and 4. the hour
before church on Sunday. These vary from family
to family in intensity, each bringing a different lev-
el of groan from parents.

Breakfast stresses spring from a variety of
sources but the chief is the need for coordination.
The mother in the home finds herself in the posi-
tion of lion tamer in a cage full of self-willed but
under-motivated lions. She has to crack the whip
to get each one to do what is necessary at each
moment or chaos results.

In most families, this means coordinating the
shower, dressing and eating times of a number of
people to dovetail with each's inner and outer
schedule while avoiding a pileup along the way.
That this is impossible doesn't keep us from try-
ing. It's just that our whip arms get tired.

THERE ARE PREDICTABLE obstructions to the
most carefully coordinated effort: an overly tardy
teenager who homesteads the bathroom, a dawdl-
ing dresser, a reluctant breakfaster, a last-second
homework doer, a grouchy spouse, and a profes-
sional shoe loser.

There was a time when our children were young-
er when I actually tried to orchestrate all this and
lost. I stopped checking on last minute sleepers
and let them suffer the consequences of having to
bolt breakfast and negotiate with someone else
for bathroom space. We bought each one a sturdy
snooze alarm and told them they were on their
own.

And glory of glories it worked, even with very
young children. I also refused to write them ex-
cuses the few times they dawdled. They didn't like
it but they had to deal with an unhappy teacher.
Better her than me.

We also set up a bathroom schedule and if they
didn't make it in on time, they had to get out on
time. The other option was using the cold bath-
room which speeded them up considerably,
^preakfast was harder. I taught long enough to
^.Sognize the non-breakfast syndrome where stu-
dents sink into a dull glaze around 10:30 so I insist
they eat a good breakfast.

But their definition and mine of same varies sig-
nificantly. I used to insist upon hot cereal or eggs
but I've come to live with cold pizza, leftover maca-
roni and cheese even cottage cheese — although

BY
DOLORES
CURRAN

I don't watch them eat it. Occasionally one eats
the lunch he packed the night before and then
buys lunch at school.

ALL THIS MADE ME irrelevant in the morning
and I dutifully sacrifice by getting out of their way

and sleeping until it is time to see them off.
But for parents who are struggling with break-

fast trauma and young children, let me tell you it
pays off. As with all mixed blessings, our college-
aged children returned home last summer.

My 19 year-old son worked 7-to-7 as lot man at a
car dealership. He rose at 5:30 by himself and, at
my request, woke me to write because I was on
deadline with a new book. When I emerged, he had
coffee made and was eating a powerful breakfast
of eggs, sausage, toast, cookies and whatever else
was lying around from the night before.

He cleared the table, rinsed his dishes, packed
his lunch and came in to tell me goodbye and what
we were out of for breakfast the next day. The
other two followed suit an hour or three later. Now
it's their mother who dawdles. My mind and
memory — what's left of both — go back to those
frenzied days when I tried to coordinate the lions
kids and I state emphatically; "I am proud to pass
the whip on to the next generation."

(Alt Publishing Co.)

Family Nights.
Opening prayer

Dear Father, tonight we are going
to celebrate the wonder of our
growth. We praise you for the gift of
life and your nourishment that has
helped us to grow. Amen.

Activity time
Young Family
This evening the family is invited to

stand back and look at and celebrate
the growth and development of each
family member.

Bring out the baby books, pictures,

baby shoes, other memorabilia. Share
with the child the events that sur-
rounded his birth, Baptism, early
years up to the present time. If you do
not have a memorabilia box you might
make one so that items related to his
growing can be displayed in his bed-
room, on his wall or on a shelf. You
might begin a tape recording of the
child's voice which can be added to
periodically.

Middle Years and Adult Families
Arrange snapshots of the family

members at various stages of growth
on a large bulletin board or cardboard.
Exchange names and find fitting de-

scriptions, humorous captions from
magazines to be put under each pic-
ture.

Snack
Hot apple cider, garnished with a

stick of cinnamon.

Entertainment
Variations of the Tag Game can be

fun. "Shadow Tag" must be played at
night. Try to step on someone's shad-
ow if you are playing outside near a
porch light. Or try to catch someone
with a beam of light if you are using a
flashlight.

Sharing
1. Share one sign or indication that

you are growing in some way, physi-
cally, intellectually, etc.

2. Share a positive thought about
how another family member has
grown recently.

Closing prayer
— Scripture Reading: Romans

8:18-23
— or: Compose a family litany. "For

the power I have to ..." All answer:
"We praise and thank you, Lord,"
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First Sunday of Advent
December 2, 1984

READINGS:Isaiah 63:1&17, 19; 64:2-7; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:3337

His presence is our reward
By Fr. Owen Fr. Campion

Tennesse Register-Editor-in Chief

BACKGROUND:
The first reading in this

Sunday's liturgy of the Word is
from the last of three sections in
the book of Isaiah. Somberness,
even frustration, dominate those
chapters.

Essentially, Trito-lsaiah's mes-
sage is that God alone saves, noth-
ing is sufficient without him.

St. Paul's first letter to the Chris-
tians of Corinth also proclaims
that salvation and peace reside on-
ly in the Lord. The apostle's early
converts in the great Greek city of
Corinth met many temptations to
leave their faith. He encouraged
them to resist everything — to find
everything in Jesus.

The ancient gospel of Mark sup-
plies today's third reading. This
passage follows an announcement
by Jesus regarding the end of the
world. When will the world end —

for society or for any individual per-
son? No human being knows that,
Jesus asserts.

Mark is interested in salvation
throughout his Gospel. It is achiev-
ed in teaching, about Christ, who
brought the good news.

'To ignore him is to
invite the bitter conse-
quences of imperfect
human reasoning and
misdirected human
longings'

REFLECTION:
This Sunday begins the splendid

church season of Advent. Ob-
served for a thousand years in
Christianity, its music, symbols,

and traditions are varied and gold-
en.

The season awaits the feast of

the Nativity, Christmas. But to re-
duce it to being a countdown for a
great day is to discard much of its
value.

Distantly, Advent looks to the
final fulfillment of all things in
Christ. More personally, it calls
Christians to awaken to the reality
around them. Salvation and peace
only come though Christ. To ignore
him is to invite the bitter conse-
quences of imperfect human rea-
soning and misdirected human
longings.

To accept Christ, however, is no
momentary or casual choice. It re-
quires lifelong devotion. And it will
inevitably meet temptations as
those confronting the ancient
Corinthians.

Salvation is its product, howev-
er, and God's stronger presence
with us — in this life and always.

In that fuller, very personal ex-
pectation, Advent awaits Christ-
mas, the symbol of God living
among us.

Godparents are 'spiritual family9
Q. I am troubled by a situation in

which a couple assumed the obliga-
tions of godparents and then ignored
their vows completly.

Both of them are otherwise practic-
ing Catholics. Is being a sponsor a se-
rious commitment or not? To me the
vows in that ceremony sound pretty
serious. (Texas)

BY FR.
JOHN

DIETZEN

A. The promises (technically they
are not vows) made several times by
the sponsors during the baptism rite
surely are very serious. Sponsors af-
firm their intention to help the par-
ents with their Christian responsi-
bilities in raising the child, profess
their faith along with the parents and
assume appropriate obligation as
godparents.

The relationship is so important
that the introduction to the Rite of
Baptism refers to the sponsor as

IN TRUE
CATHOLIC

TRADITION

Broward:
523-7199
Dade:
754-1227
Palm Beach: ^
734-5603

Broward Monument Inc.
1227 S. Andrews Avenue

Ft. Laud. FL 33316
Broward Monument is pleased to
announce the joining of Wayne
Thompson to the staff as regional
sales manager for Dade Co. Con-
tact Mr. Thompson for a one-
time only 20% discount on all
Bronze and granite memorials.

being added to the "spiritual family"
of the child.

Your concern is one more evidence
of how seriously parents should take
the choice of sponsors for their chil-
dren. Too many families still consider
it a sort of honorary position granted
to family members or friends with no
reflection on whether that individual
is willing, or even able, to fulfill the
godparents' obligations.

Q. I am 80 years old and talked with
a priest some time ago about a Living
Will. He seemed of the opinion that it
was all right, so I signed it and gave a
copy to my doctor and lawyer.

I now read in our church bulletin
that it does not have the church's ap-
proval. I am quoting a portion of the
one I signed: "If at such time the situ-
ation should arise in which there is
no reasonable expectation of my re-
covery for extreme physical or mental
disability, I direct that I be allowed to
die and not be kept alive by medica-
tions, artificial means or 'heroic mea-
sures.'

"I do, however, ask that medication
be mercifully administered to me to
alleviate suffering even though this
may shorten my remaining life." Do
you advise me to return my Living Will
or destroy it? (Florida)

A. The Catholic Church has no offi-

cial position one way or the other
about Living Wills. You need not re-
turn it or destory it.

There are, however, serious con-
cerns about the selling of Living
Wills. Much of this promotion comes
from societies and organizations who
actively and aggressively see them as
a necessary step to condition lay peo-
ple and the medical profession for a
more open promotion of what we

Holy Communion.
Is it permissible to receive Com-

munion after fasting only one half an
hour? I miss it if I do not receive.
(Louisiana)

A. I only hope I get along half as
well as you at the age of 83. You're
very fortunate.

For many years the communion
fast for the sick and aged, and those
who take care of them, has been re-

'The sponsors affirm their intention to heip the
parents with their Christian responsibilities in rai-
sing the child...'

would consider a grossly immoral
form of mercy killing.

This is but one reason for the
strong opposition to the Living Will
movement in our society.

Another, and even more obvious
one, is that any conscientious and
competent physician will do what
your signed document says, Living
Will or not.

Q. I am 83 years old and go to the
senior-citizen nutrition center for
noon dinner. After lunch I like to go to
Mass but it is impossible to fast an
hour after lunch and then received

ynn can depend upon
365 MIRACLPMILE

CORAL GABLES

915 E. LAS OLAS
FT LAUDERDALE

HOLIDAY
Cheese and Fruitcake

for your Family and Friends
Prompt delivery, with satisfaction guaranteed

GETHSEMANI TRAPPIST CHEESE
No. 15 - Four 6-oz Wedges of Cheese. Two Mild, one

Aged, one Smoky, (no substitutes) $9.50
No. 29 - Three 12-oz Wedges of Cheese. One each of

Mild, Aged, and Smoky $12.15
No. 240 - Half wheel (24-oz) of Mild cheese $7.75
No. 241 - Half wheel (24-oz) of Aged cheese $7.75
No. 242 - Half wheel (24-oz) of Smoky cheese $8.00
No. 156 - 20-oz of Fruitcake and 12-oz of Mild cheese

(no subs.). $11.00
TRAPPIST FRUIT CAKE

(Flavored with Ky. Bourbon)
No. 250 - 2Vi pound $12.75
No. 500 - 5 pound $22.75

(All prices include delivery)
CHOOSE item by number.
PRINT name and address.
INDICATE time of arrival:

Now, Christmas, etc.

Sept. 15-Dec. 15, you may use this
answering service

for placing your orders: (502) 566-3470
Free brochure available upon request

Available all year round

MAIL with check or money order to:
GETHSEMANI FARMS,

BOX 33, TRAPPIST, KY 40051

duced to about 15 minutes.

The new canon law of the church, in
effect since 1983, simply says,
"Those who are advanced in age or
who suffer from any infirmity, as well
as those who take care of them, can
receive the most Holy Eucharist even
if they have taken something during
the previous hour."

Thus, for all practical purposes, the
communion fast regulations do not
apply to you. Go to Communion after
lunch as often as you can.

Q. On Trinity Sunday I visited an-
other church and on the altar were
two glass pitchers with wine to be
consecrated. The chalices were fillet
later to distribute to the people.

Years ago the vases for the
Eucharist had to be solid and un-
breakable. Isn't this true any more?
(New Jersey)

A. Present instructions concerning
materials used at Mass simply say
that sacred vessels should be made
from solid materials which are con-
sidered suitable in each region.
(Ebony or hard wood are given as two
examples.)

Chalices and other vessels which
will hold the precious blood should
have a non-absorbent cup, and a base
of any other solid and worthy materi-
al.

Well-designed pitchers or
decanters are thus quite appropriate
at Masses when Communion will be
given under both species to a large
number of people.

v
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Quotes
to
ponder

A batch of provocative quotations
has piled up on my desk in recent
days. I'd like to share them with you
and offer some follow-up comments:

1. Jane Curtin, currently starring
m "Kate & Allie" and one-time
member of the cast of "Saturday
Night Live," told TV Guide:

"I like 'Kate & Allie' much better
than SNL. The humor is kinder, for
one thing. A lot of SNL was very fun-
ny, but I often found myself wanting
to apologize for it. I mean, I would
wake up and say to myself, 'I said
that? I did that?' On this show, I
never have that feeling. Of course,
I'm ten years older now."

And wiser, Jane. I have watched
"SNL" through the years and found
it to be very spotty. Sometimes terri-
fic and sometimes just embarrass-
ing, the series is currently under the
control of a new — and older —
cast. Some of its segments this year
have been touching (e.g. the one
about fictional old-time black base-
ball players); some, hilarious (the
game show "Seven Times Four");
and some, dull (the one about the in-
terviewer with a bolt through his
head, for instance).

I often wonder if performers have
any shame or guilt about what they
do. It's nice to hear that Miss Curtin
recognizes some of the failures of
"SNL"during her tenure.

OTsMS

FAMILY REVOLT — Barbara Dana (left) leads her children away from the tyrannies of their moralist father, played by
Alan Arkin in "A Matter of Principle," a Christmas tale airing on American Playhouse, Dec. 3 at 9 p.m. on PBS, Channel
2.

2. TV. Guide also got this dis-
heartening quotation from Leonard
Goldberg, producer of such series
as "Charlie's Angel":

"Listen, this business has nothing
to do with social consciousness —
unless it sells. If Aztec human sacri-
fices sell, then that's what we'll
make."

That explains all those abortion
episodes we've been subjected to.

3. Ted Turner, the moneyman be-
hind the Cable News Network, has
launched a music channel to com-
pete with MTV. He told Rolling
Stone magazine why:

"I was really disturbed with some
of the clips (MTV) has been running.
You can take a bunch of young peo-
ple and you can make them into Boy
Scouts or into Hitler Youth depend-

'Listen, this business
has nothing to do with
social consciousness —
unless its sells. If Aztec
human sacrifices sell,
then that's what we'll
make...'

ing on what you teach them, and
MTV's definitely a bad influence. My
wife used the word 'satanic' to de-
scribe it. Even if violence sells, it's
not going to be on our channel..."

Nice going, Ted. I hope you can
pull it off. After suffering through
the sadism, sexism and violence of

Holiday books for kids
By Jerry Fitteau and Barb Fraze

NC News Service

LEARNING ABOUT series, by
Felicity Henderson. Lion Publishing
Co. (Belleville, Mich., 1984). 30 pp.
each, $3.95 each.

One of my personal peeves is the
lack of good books about religion for
children in pre-school and early
school years. Most books in the pop-
ular market seem intentionally de-
signed to give religion a bad name,
with saccharine pictures of Jesus and
texts that range from vapid to incom-

.<» prehensible for the age group.
s a The "Learning about..." series —

Jesus, prayer, the Bible, the church
— is a happy exception. Its artwork is
lively. Its spritely texts are geared to
S-to-8-year-olds and filled with mean-
ingful information, told in an in-
teresting and attractive way. Catholic
parents will find the books on the
church weak, but the others well

worthwhile. Ages 5-8.

THE LION BOOK OF BIBLE
STORIES AND PRAYERS, retold
by Mary Batcfaelor. Lion Publishing
(Belleville, Mich., 1980) 100 pp.,
$5.95.

More than 30 Bible stories are re-
told in plain, clear children's lan-
guage in this brightly illustrated
book. The prayers that follow each
story are a good teaching device,
helping illustrate the point of the
story. But they are also excellent in
their own right as children's prayers.
Ages 5-9.

THAT DOG! By Nanette New-
man. Thomas Y. Crowell Junior
Books (New York 1983). 47 pp.,
$8.95.

A charmingly written boy-and-dog
story. Barnum does everything with
his owner, Ben, but Barnum gets old
and dies. When a stray puppy follows
Ben home, Ben has to reconcile a

growing affection for the puppy with
his feeling that he could never love
another dog as he loved Barnum.
Charcoal drawings by Marylin
Hafner convey moods in the story
well. Ages 3-8.

THE KNIGHT OF THE GOLD-
EN PLAIN, by Mollie Hunter.
Harper and Row (New York, 1983).
48pp., $10.95.

Scottish storyteller Mollie Hunter
brings a young boy's Saturday after-
noon daydreams to life as the boy be-
comes Sir Dauntless and rides off to
slay dragons and save a beautiful
princess from an evil magician. Un-
like most modern children's adven-
ture stories, this includes many classic
elements of magic and weaves in
Christian faith as part of the young
knight's power that enables him to
overcome evil. Ages 5-10.

Look lor part two ol the kids book list in the next
issue of The Voice

MTV in our home, I have banished it
via a parental lock-out.

4. To probe a litt le deeper into the
attitudes of rock stars, which are
purveyed on MTV, we can turn to the
same issue of Rolling Stone for an
interview with singer David Bowie,
who was asked why he wears a cru-
cif ix:

"This crucifix is strictly symbolic
of a terrible, nagging superstition
that if I didn't have it on, I'd have
bad luck. It isn't even religious to
me; I've hardly thought of it as a cru-
cifix... It's extraordinary, considering
all the mistranslations in the Bible,
that our lives are being run by this
misinformation, and that so many
people die because of it. The
crunching thing about the church is
that it has always had so much pow-
er. It was always more of a power
tool than anything else, which was
not very apparent to the majority of
us."

Mr. Bowie is a man whom your
children look to as an idol.

5. I'd like you to guess who made
this quotation; the answer appears
at the end of the column:

"I want people to ask me for my
autograph not because I'm famous
but because I try to feed the hungry,
love the unwanted and visit the sick.
I try to give hope to the needy... I
just try to do my best."

Hint: It's not Mother Teresa.
6. Bill Cosby, star of "The Cosby

Show," offered this to TV Guide:
"TV acts like i t 's ashamed to ad-

mire marriage. You know people are
married because they're in the same
room not because of anything real
going on between them, j want to
show a family like the kind I know:
children who are almost a pain in
the neck and parents who aren't far
behind. A husband and wife who
have their moments of love, smiles,
anger, of not really liking each other,
and it 's!sort of real."

Mr. Cosby sounds like one of my
columns. That's how I know he's an
intelligent and wise man.

As for #5, would you believe that
was spoken by Mr. T?

751-4429 A TOUCH OF CAPE COD ON BISCAYNE BAY
On The
79th St.

Causeway
CLOSED MONDAY

MAINE LOBSTERS
CLAMS AND OYSTERS
NEW ENGLAND SEAFOOD

COCKTAIL
LOUNGE

Our 38th Year

O'Sheos' «m be hobR
FonviifM^

Tcike only os directed.
DIRECT YOURSELF TO 1081 BALD EAGLE DR. ON

MARCO ISLAND. YOU HAVEN'T BEEN TO S.W. FLA.
'TIL YOU'VE BEEN TO O'SHEA'S. OFFERING LUNCH
SUNDAY BRUNCH, COCKTAILS, LITE DINNER. FULL

DINNER OVERLOOKING MARCO BAY. 394-7531.
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REHABILITATION HOSPITAL EXPANSION. St. John's Rehabilitation hospital
in Ft. Lauderdale recently dedicated $1 million radiology and laboratory
facilities and will now be licensed as a specialty rehabilitation hospital. Arch-
bishop McCarthy had help cutting the ribbon on the new facilities from Cy
Case (left), Chairman of St. John's Rehabilitation Hospital and Mike Marinelli,
Chairman of the Foundation campaign. The archbishop also honored Count
and Countess Adolph and Henrietta de Hoernle who donated $100,000 to the
hospital with a medallion.

Big Brothers/Sisters
volunteers needed

Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Greater
Miami is urgently in need of volunteers,
especially men and minorities, in all areas
of Dade County.

For over 20 years the nationally
reknown program has been "matching"
children from local single-parent families
with an adult volunteer. The volunteers
spend several hours each week with the
child on a one-to-one basis. A Big Brother
or Sister is a friend, guide, and role-model
for a child who has little or no contact
with the absent parent.

"In the Greater Miami area there are
currently 225 children waiting for a Big
Brother or Big Sister - and the list grows
daily," says Big Brothers/Big Sisters of
Greater Miami's Executive Director
Miguel A. Reyes, A.C.S.W. "According
to the United Way there are more than
80,000 one-parent families in Dade Coun-
ty."

Reyes urges anyone interested in being a
Big Brother or Big Sister to call his office
at 643-3666.

Tapes of priests' retreat available
Cassette recordings of all the sessions of

the world-wide retreat for priests, held in
Rome last October under the sponsorship
of the International Catholic Charismatic
Renewal Office, are available at $4 each
from "Jesus Loves You" Catholic Tape
Ministry, P.O. Box 55-8146, Miami, FL
33155-8146.

The recordings include the talks given
by Mother Teresa of Calcutta, Pope John
Paul II, Cardinal Leo Joseph Suenens,
Bishop Alfonso Uribe Jaramillo, Cardinal

Silvio Oddi, Cardinal Bernard Gantin,
Bishop Ivan Diaz, Bishop Valerian
D'Souza, Fr. Salvador Carrillo Alday and
Fr. Tom Forrest.

There are 12 tapes in total, available in-
dividually or as a set, in both English and
Spanish. Please make all checks payable
to "Jesus Loves You" Catholic Tape
Ministry and include a 75C postage and
handling fee for each order, not for each
cassette. If you have questions, call
661-7484 from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Knights of St. Gregory
to be honored

Thirteen Miamians and three Broward
Countians, recently named by Pope John
Paul II as Knights of St. Gregory will be
honored during 11 a.m. Mass on Satur-
day, Dec. 8 in St. Mary Cathedral, NW
Second Ave. and 75 St.

Archbishop Edward A. McCarthy will
be the principal celebrant of the Mass in
observance of the feast of the Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
patroness of the Archdiocese of Miami
and of the United States.

A 91-year-old Cuban-born prelate,
Bishop Eduardo Dalmau, C.P. will also
be present to celebrate the golden jubilee
of his ordination to the episcopacy. Born
June 29, 1893 in Havana, Bishop Dalmau
was ordained a priest for the Congrega-
tion of the Passion in 1915. In 1935 he was
appointed Bishop of the Diocese of Cien-
fuegos in Cuba. He has resided in Miami
since 1959 when he fled from Communist
forces in Cuba.

Members of the Order of St. Gregory
the Great, pontifical order of knighthood
conferred in recognition of "personal
character and reputation, and for notable

Seeking prayer
petitions

"Call to me and I will answer you" Jer.
33:3. The employees of the Archdiocese
of Miami Pastoral Center gather each
Monday morning to pray for the inten-
tions of you, our brothers and sisters of
the Archdiocese. Petitions will be includ-
ed in our individual daily prayers each
week as well as during this special time of
community prayer. We invite anyone with
a prayer request to write (no phone calls,
please), to us at this address: Prayer Peti-
tions, Archdiocese of Miami, 9401 Bis-
cayne Blvd., Miami, FL 33138.

Danny Perez essay winner
Danny Perez, 3rd grade student of St.

Timothy School, was the first prize win-
ner in the county-wide essay contest spon-
sored by United Family and Children's
Services and Coconut Grove Jaycee
Women. The subject of the essay contest
was "Families Strenghthen America."

accomplishments," who will participate
include: Frank Mackle, Joseph Robbie,
Joseph Fogarty, Eugenio Abello, James
W.' Kindelan, Donald Myers, Judge Peter
Fay, Judge Eugene Spellman, David
Walters, Frederick Hartnett, Horacio
Aguirre, James W. McCaughan, and Ar-
mando Alejandre, all of the Greater
Miami area; and Francis J. McDonough
and Ferdinand Mahfood, Pompano
Beach; and James Ward, Plantation.

Federal Judge C. Clyde Atkins and -
Joseph M. Fitzgerald, who were invested |
by the late Archbishop Coleman F. Car-'""
roll, first Archbishop of Miami, as
Knights of St. Gregory in 1965, will also
be present.

THANKSGIVING DINNER. Over 400
people who did not want to spend
Thanksgiving alone or could not af-
ford a good Thanksgiving dinner
were treated to a bountiful dinner at
St. Vincent of Margate in what has
become an annual event. The dinner
was prepared and funded by
volunteers of all ages from the
parish.

Elderly hotline
The SS. Joachim & Anne Center of the

Respect Life Office is offering an inspira-
tional message geared toward the elderly.
The message received by calling a 24
hour hot line number 653-1001. An alter-
nate number is given for those who wish
to talk to someone about their problems.
We encourage the callers to use the
number given.

For more information call
653-1001.

Christmas bazaars
Boystown of Florida will hold a rummage

sale on Dec. 1st from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 11400
S.W. 137th ave.

St. Bernard's Women's Guild, will hold a
"last minute" Christmas sale from 8 a.m. to 1
p.m. Dec. 9 in the parking lot at St. Juliana
Church, 4500 S. Dixie Hwy. A bride doll will
be raffled off and handmade decorations are
featured. In the event of bad weather the sale
will take place Dec. 16.

Sacred Heart Ladies Guild will present a
bazaar from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Dec. 7 & 8 and
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Dec 9 at the Lake Worth
Madonna Hall, 430 "M" Street North.
Homebaked goods and white elephants galore.

St. Bernard's Women's Guild will hold a
.bazaar from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Dec. 8 at the
parish center, 8279 Sunset Strip, Sunrise, Ft.
Lauderdale.

Blessed Sacrament Women's Club will hold
a bazaar from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Dec. 1 and
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Dec. 2 at the Blessed
Sacrament parish hall, 1701 East Oakland
Park Blvd. Plants, baked goods, handicraft
and more will be sold.

Visitation Church will sponsor its annual
holiday bazaar from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Dec. 8. at
the church, 19100 N. Miami Ave. Many ac-
tivities for people of all ages. Call 621-9879 or
653-2899 (evenings) for more details.

The Marian Center will hold a pre-Christmas
sale from 6:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. on Friday, Nov.
30 and from 10:30 a.m. toTp.m. on Dec. 1.
Ceramics made in the studio by the children
will be among the items for sale. For further in-
formation call the school office at 625-8354.

St. Mary Magdalen Women's Guild will hold
their annual bazaar from 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Dec. 1 and from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Dec. 2
in the parish hall-, 17775 N. Bay Road, Miami
Beach. Lots of handmade items.

The Women's Club of St. Maximilian Kolbe
will hold a bazaar and bake sale from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. Dec. 1st, at Pembroke Lakes Elemen-
tary school parking lot, on the corner of Taft
St.' and Hiatus Rd., Pembroke Pines. For
details, call 431-4877.

St. Bernaderte Women's Guild will have an
annual holiday gift shop from 1 to 3 p.m. Nov.
30 and from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Dec. 1 and from
7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Dec. 2, on the deck directly
behind the church at 7450 Sterling Rd.,
Hollywood. The public is welcome to purchase
beautiful handcrafted ornaments and gifts.
Santa will be on hand too, so bring the kids.
Lunch will be served from 12 to 3 p.m. and
donuts are available in the morning.

St. Theresa School will hold an auction and
Christmas bazaar on Dec. 1 and 2. There will
be booths and arts and crafts as well as rides,
food and games for everyone.

Meetings
Catholic Daughters of Americas, Court Ho-

ly Spirit No.1912 Pompano Beach, will hold
their regular business meeting on Dec. 14 at
1:30 p.m. at St. Elizabeth's Gardens in Pom-
pano Beach. Following the meeting, there will
be a Christmas celebration with refreshments
served.

The Widow and Widowers Club of Broward
County will have a social gathering from 2 to 5
p.m. on Dec. 2 at Wilton Manors Recreation
Hall, 509 N.E. 22 Drive, Wilton Manors. For
information call 735- 8363 or 564-1180.

Members are reminded to reserve early for
Dec. 8 Christmas party. Mature singles
welcome.

Dances
The Jamaican Association of Florida (in af-

filiation with Barry University) will sponsor a
dinner dance to benefit a Jamaican scholarship
fund. The event will be held from 9 p.m. to 2
a.m. on Dec. 8. Tickets are $20 per person and
may be obtained by calling the school at '
758-3392 ext. 471, or 387-0442. Dress is semi-
formal.

Our Lady of Florida monastery and retreat
house will present its 16th annual hurricane
ball Dec. 8 at the Breakers Hotel in Palm
Beach. The ball begins with a social hour from
7-8 p.m. and includes dinner and dancing to a
live orchestra. Tickets are $125 per person and
are tax deductible. Each ticket has a chance at
winning $10,000 in prizes. Call the monastery
at 626-1300 for ticket information.

Music
St. Paul the Apostle Church will present the

Ft. Lauderdale Christian Choral in a concert of
sacred music at 7 p.m. Dec 2 at the parish, 2700
N.E. 36th St. (Sample Rd.) in Lighthouse
Point. No tickets are required; all are invited.

Potpourri
St. Helen School will hold its 15th annual

family carnival on the parish grounds, 3340 W.
Oakland Park Blvd., Ft. Lauderdale from 6
p.m. to 11 p.m. on Dec. 6 & 7 and from 12
noon to 11 p.m. on Dec. 8 and 9. Activities will
include rides, games, a white elephant sale,
clown faces and good food. Sunday morning,
the kids can have breakfast with Santa. Call
748-2280 for more details.

St. Timothy School will hold its first annual
arts and crafts show from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Dec.
1 and 2 at Queen of Peace hall at the church,
5400 SW 102 Ave. Christmas crafts, decora-
tions, food and fun.

The St. Louis Catholic Women's Club will
sponsor its 11th annual arts and crafts show
from 2 to 4 p.m. on Dec. 1 and 2. at 7220 SW
120th St. There will be more than 100 artists
participating in the event.

St. Vincent de Paul Society will give their
Charity Banquet at 8 p.m. Dec. 1 at the Du-
pont Plaza Hotel. The donation is $12 per per-
son. For reservations, call 666-9722.

St. Maurice Catholic Church will hold a
blood drive from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on Dec.
16 at the parish hall, 3490 N.W. 191 St., Carol
City. Call 625-1244 for more information.

St. Lucy's Women's Guild of Highland
Beach will have their annual Christmas party
luncheon at 11:30 a.m. Dec. 10 at the Boca Del
Mar Country Club, 6202 Boca Del Mar Drive,
Boca Raton. Please bring a gift for a boy or a
girl (ages 3-5) or a sealed donation for the
Child Development Center of Delray Beach.
For reservations, call Mrs. Ginger Giardin at
278-9527. Tickets are $13 per person.

Father Salanus Guild welcomes members
and friends to attend a Christmas tea from 1 to
4 p.m. Dec. 9 in the blessed sacrament parish
hall, 1701 East Oakland Park Blvd.

St. Coleman Catholic Church will sponsor a
night of teaching, healing and prayer and sing-
ing with Bruce and Linda Simpson, Catholic
evangelists, at 7:30 p.m. on Dec. 4. at the
church, 1200 S. Federal Hwy., Pompano
Beach.

Dominican Retreat House will conduct an
advent day of reflection directed by Bishop
Francis Reh from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Dec. 1. The
theme is "advent and the day of peace." For
further information, call Sr. Ruth at 238-2711.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
Call
June

758-0543

CLASSIFIED
Classified Rates: $1.65 par line

4 words per line. 3 line minimum
Oeadline: Tuesday 10 AM

For information call June 758-0543

CASH WITH ORDER

4A-HALLS FOR RENT

GABLES K OF C HALL FOR RENT
Weddings. Parties or Banquets
N Catalonia Ave. 445-7365

VITAMINS, MINERALS, BOOKS
BREAD, NUTS, OILS, HONEY

SEEDS & HERB TEAS

MURRAY'S
HEALTH FOOD STORE

Corner N. Miami Ave. & 75 St.
759-2187

S-PERSONALS

Give Christmas to our Indian
children & elderly. Prayers,

donations needed. Father McNeill,
St. Bonaventure Indian Missions,

Thoreau, New Mexico 87323

5A-PERS0NALS

FATHER MANNING
TV CHANNEL 45

SUNDAY'S AT 9.00 AM

M-N0VENAS

Thanks to St. Jude for prayers
answered. Publication promised.

K.Z.

Thanks to Jesus, Our Lady, St.
Jude, St. Anthony. St. Joseph for

prayers answered. L.W.

PRAYER TO
THE HOLY SPIRIT

Holy Spirit. You who make me see every-
thing and who show me the way to reach
my ideal. You who given me the divine gift
to forgive and forget the wrong that is
done to me, and You who are in all in-
stances of my life with me. I in this short
prayer want to thank you for everything
and confirm once more that I never want
to be separated from You, no matter how
great material desires may be. I wish to
be with You in eternal glory. Amen. Thank

• You for Your love towards me and my
loved ones. Person must pray this prayer
three consecutive days without asking
your wish. Then promise to publish this
dialogue as soon as your favor has been
granted. Agnes

PRAYER TO
THE HOLY SPIRIT

Holy Spirit. You who make me see every-
thing and who show me the way to reach
my ideal. You who given me the divine gift
to forgive and forget the wrong that is
done to me, and You who are in all in-
stances of my life with me. I in this short
prayer want to thank you for everything
and confirm once more that I never want
to be separated from You, no matter how
great material desires may be. I wish to
be with You in eternal glory. Amen. Thank
You for Your love towards me and my
loved ones. Person must pray this prayer
three consecutive days without asking
your wish. Then promise to publish this
dialogue as soon as your favor has been
granted. P.M.W.

5A-N0VENAS

Thanks to St. Jude for
a needed miracle.

B.C.

Thanks to the Holy Spirit & St.
Jude for prayers answered.
Publication promised. T.V.

Thanks to the Holy Spirit for
favors received. Publication

promised. J.H.M.

Thanks to St. Jude for prayers
answered. L.M.C.

Thanks to St. jude for prayers
answered. Publication promised.

I.P.

Thanks to St. Jude for prayers
answered. Publication promised.

L.C.

Many thanks to St. Jude & St.
Anthony for prayers answered.

G.M.

10-AMUSEMENTS, PARTIES ETC.

SPORT FISHING
HELEN C.

CAPT. JOHN CALLAN
947-4081

12-CHILO CARE

Complete CHILD CARE CENTER
24 hrs. day, 365 days year

Day care, over-night, baby sitting
754-4599

12-CHILO CARE-NORTH EAST

TODDLE LAND
Day Care Center. State Licensed
881 NE 88 Street 757-5945

13-HELP WANTED

OVER 100 LOW RENTAL TOOLS
SMITTY'S HARDWARE & PAINT CO.
12320NW7AVE 681-4481

TEACHERS NEEDED
FOR PRIMARY GRADES

N.W. PAROCHIAL SCHOOL
GOOD BENEFITS

Call Mon-Fri 9 AM to 3 PM
757-1993

22-MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

PHOTO PRINT DRYER
ARKAY DUAL DRI

Professional Model 150
Good Working Condition

$150
Call The Voice 758-0543

22-MISCELANEOUS FOR SALE

USED HUB CAPS, WHEELS,
RALLY WHEELS & MAGS

FOR SALE 624-6751

26-AUTOS FOR SALE

Gov't Surplus Cars & Trucks
under $100. Now available in your
area. 1-(619) 569-0241. 24 hrs.

37A-COTTAGE FOR flENT-N. MIAMI

2 room cottage. Unfurn. Air/heat
Utilities included. Prefer Adult.
No pets. North Miami area. Call

after 6 PM. 893-2667

38-RETIREMENT HOMES-DADE

ELDERLY CARED FOR WITH
LOVE AND CONCERN

754-4599

38-RETIREMENT HOME-DANIA

RETIREMENT HOME
Small, centrally located for

independent people. Good home
cooking. Reasonable monthly

rates. Call Pat 921-6577

M-RETIREMENT HOMES-NORTH MIAMI

PARKVIEW MANOR
RETIREMENT HOME

12221 W. Dixie Hwy, N. Miami
Supportive care for Seniors.
24hr supervision. Assistance
with activities of daily living.
State licensed. Adult Congre-
gate Living Facility. 893-2634

38-RETIREMENT HOMES-WEST PALM REACH

THE PENNSYLVANIA
RETIREMENT HOTEL

Operated by the
Carmelite Sisters

invites the self-sufficient retiree i
5 to vacation or live year-round in ]
6 a beautiful lake-front hotel.

^Accommodations include private
8 room and bath, two meals per
jfi.day, air conditioning, swimming
Jjjpool, and security in a lovely

location, close to beaches and
shopping.

Adjacent to the Pennsylvania is
Noreen McKeen Residence for j
Geriatric Care. This modern
120-bed nursing care facility]
provides the highest quality care ]

Kin a homelike, resident-centered•]
6 atmosphere.

I{ For more information on the
J Pennsylvania, please call
i (305) 655-4665, Ext. 240, or
\ write: 208 Evernia St.,
I West Palm Beach, FL 33401
isSSSSSSaJSaSSiSSiSSSSS®

38-RETIREMENT HOMES-S. PALM REACH

ELOERCARE II
Family-Style Retirement Home

5 Aging Well & Recovering Elderly]
Weekly Mass - Monthly Rates
O'Brien's - Delray - 498-8500

....i,

39A-R00MS FOR RENT- MIAMI BEACH

$160 per mon. Room with private
entrance. 1311 15th Terr. Apt. #1 ,

Miami Beach 673-8784

39A-R00M FOR RENT-CORAL CABLES

Working lady or student. $250
mon. Coral Gables area. Call

6PM to 10PM. 666-3053

4O-APARTMENTS FOR RENT-MIAMI SHORES

WALK TO ST. MARTHA'S
1 BR. Adults only. Near bus

& shopping. 759-5560

40-APARTMENT FOR SALE-MIAMI BEACH

1 BR Apt. furnished, for rent
or sale. 7850 Byron Ave. Miami

Beach. 861-3246

41-CONOOS FOR SALE-DANIA

SACRIFICE SALE-DANIA
OWNER TRANSFERRED

2/2 Condo. Pool and Sauna.
Near ocean, park & fishing

pier. Walk to Church, bus &
shopping. Adults only!!

EASY TERMS
Owner Financing. 361 -7148

43-OUPLEX FOR RENT-MIAMI SHORES

Furn. Spacious, 1 bedroom Apt.
Walk to Barry & St. Rose. Adults.

Season or yearly. 754-7567

43A-OUPLEX FOR SALE-MIAMI SHORES

Deluxe Duplex. Remodeled,
furnished. 4 bedrooms 4 baths. 3

j! ! | fireplaces. Walk to Barry Univ. & St.
" * Rose. 12% owner Mortgage.

$30,000 down payment. 754-7567

5A-PEHS0NALS

53-REAL ESTATE-PALM. BEACH

PHILIP D. LEWIS, INC.
COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES

NORTH PALM BEACH COUNTY
31 W. 20 St. Riviera Beach

844-0201

54-REAL ESTATE SERVICES

AFFORDABLE
Buying is cheaper than renting!
Call Betty Lasch to help you buy

your own home
Lasch Realty Inc. Realtor

757-4509

FOR YOUR! r i l l F !

"The Precious Feet People"
Box 730 * Taylor. AZ 85939

A complete iineo'Pro-Ui'e. Pro-Family items
art ROCK BOTTOM pr.ces

• "Precious Peer
and si/e to !he ti
old unborn babyj

• Bumper Stickers • Post Cards
• Oecals • Pamphlets
• Balloons • Mother's Pendants
• Posters • your logo lapel (an

• and much more'

* Sand 82 OO for your p*ir of "Prociou*
FawT and g«n*aui a»mp4tns of Pro-litm

* Sand for FREE catalo^u*

Classified

SAVE MONEY
Shop the VOICE

Classifieds

ALCOHOL AND OTHER DRUG PROBLEMS

A complete confidential Medical and Psychiatric evaluation
28 Days Medical Detoxification 24 Hour Medical Supervision

Educational sessions daily on the disease concept.
Individual and group therapy.

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) and Narcotics Anonymous (NA)
Oriented Treatment Modality With Emphasis On

Spiritual Recovery

ST. LUKE'S/BETHESDA
AN AGENCY OF CATHOLIC COMMUNITY SERVICES

A LOVING SERVICE OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF MIAMI

Funded by the Archdiocese of Miami
HRS, United Way and Client Fees

Fees* on sliding scale from $400 to $1,600 for the 28 days
Residential Program

Our affordable program is 1/5 the cost of normal hospital
Rehabilitation Program

Covered by some insurance plans Confidentiality guaranteed
2693 Biscayne Boulevard Mliami, Florida 33137

(305) 573-1259 JCAH Accredited

Mail an ad! $1.65 per line
4-5 WORDS

To: THE VOICE, Box 381059 PER LINE
Miami, Fla. 33238-1059 3 LINES MINIMUM

Please print the enclosed classified ad.

Starting Run weeks.

enclose $_ in full payment.

Name

I Address

Zip

I Telephone

DEADLINE
TUESDAY 10 AM BUSINESS SERVICE GUIDE PHONE

758-0543

-ACCOUNTANTS

FRED HOFFMEIER-ACCOUNJANT
Tax-Bookkeeping-Notary

CALL 735-8770

M I R CONDITIONING

Air Conditioning T & J
Window Units • Wall Units

Service & Repair - 947-6674

-AIR CONDITIONING-BROWARD CO.

EAGLE AIR CONDITIONING, INC.
SERVICE/INSTALLATION

Itle Flower Parish. 920-3737

WHEN YOU
SHOP

MENTION
VOICE

60-D00RS FOR SALE 4 INSTALLED

DOORS GALORE
All types of doors installed.

16602 N. Miami Ave. Miami, Fl.
KIRK (305)944-3203

PESTS CONTROLED
Monthly $18 Quarterly $38

. Fleas-Roaches-Ants 255-5761
J.J. Swanko Certified Operator

60-GENERAL MAINTENANCE

GUS GENERAL HOME
REPAIRS, INC.

"Don't Fuss, Call Gus Canales"
Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry,
Painting. Sprinkler systems (In-

stallation & Consultants, Residen-
tial & Agriculture), Cabinet work,

Wood & Chain fencing, Roof
Painting & Repairs. All work

guaranteed. Call for FREE
estimates. CALL NOW & SAVE

261-4623
24 HOUR SERVICE

60-MOVING

SUNSHINE MOVERS anywhere
in Florida. Flat Rate. FREE

Estimate. Professional Owner
Operated. 962-0838 / 962-4412

60-MOVING & STORAGE

ROBERT WILLIAMS
MOVING AND STORAGE

Large or small jobs. Anytime
681-9930

60-PAINTING

CHARLES THE PAINTER
Interior Exterior Residential

Commercial. Free estimates. 25 yrs.
in Miami. 274-9294 or 758-3916

60-PLASTERING

FOR ALL YOUR PLASTERING
work & expert patching. Call

Charles 274-9294 or 758-3916

60-PLUMBING

PHIL PALM
PLUMBING
REPAIRS &

ALTERATIONS
CC No.2476 Call 891-8576

CORAL GABLES PLUMBING
Complete bathroom remodeling

Home Repairs
24-Hour Service

446-1414 cc no. 0754 446-2157

RIGHT WAY PLUMBING CO. INC.
COMPLETE PLUMBING SERVICE

COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL
7155 NW 74 St. 885-8948

60-RELIGIOUS ARTICLES

ST. PAUL'S CATHOLIC
BOOK & FILM CENTER

Bibles-Missals-Religious Articles
Mon.-Sat. 8:30 AM to 6 PM

Free parking in back of building
2700 Biscayne Blvd. 573-1618

60-REFRIGERATION

M L S REFRIGERATION CO.
Work done on your premises.
FREE ESTIMATES 754-2583

60-ROOFING

Repairs, Reroofing & Carpentry
JOSEPH DEVLIN cc no. 0932

Member of BBB
666-6819 or 667-9606

To Advertise
Your Business

Here, Call
June, 758-0543

60-R00FING-DADE / BR0WARD

TUCKER BROS. ROOFING
The friendly, dependable roofers.
FREE Estimates. State licensed &
Ins. cc. no.0016001. 681-5190

60-ROOFING-DAOE / BR0WARD

ROOFING & REPAIRS
Over 24 yrs. experience. 7 days

GUARANTEED-FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED & INSURED

945-2733 ccno.14169 758-1521

60-SEAL COATING

JACK'S IMPERIAL ASPHALT INC.
SEAL COATING (2 COATS)

ASPHALT PATCHING 581-5352

60-VENETIAN BUND SERVICE

STEAOCREFT BLINDS
Venetian blinds. Riviera 1 " blinds

Custom shades, old blinds refin-
ished & repaired your home. Jal-
ousie door & window steel guards.
1151 NW 117 Street 688-2757

Please tell
advertisers you saw

it in The Voice



Advent
What are you expecting?

The care of an infant does not
begin on the day of its birth. It
begins months before, as any
expectant mother making her way
back and forth to prenatal visits in a
crowded doctor's office knows.

An expectant mother looks ahead
to her due date with great hope:

• She longs, with occasional
moments of trepidation, for the
child to arrive.

• She realizes how much new life
already is present as she feels the
child moving and kicking inside her.

• She makes arrangements for the
birth and the days after.

• She ponders the change the
baby will bring to her life.

• She spends time thinking

through the impact a new child will
have on the other family members.

In short, an expectant mother
does much more than wait passively.
She is actively involved now in the
life of the new child.

THINKING IT OVER

Advent is a season of expectation
for God's people. And the example
of the expectant mother helps to
illustrate the meaning of this
"expectation."

A person with great expectations
is not a passive bystander in life.
The expectant person gets actively
involved now with events that are to

unfold more fully in the future.
Similarly, people of Advent are

not passive bystanders who merely
wait for Christmas some weeks off.
As expectant people, they begin
taking action now in light of events
which are about to unfold more
fully on Christmas.

• Advent people think about
feeding the hungry, clothing the
naked and sheltering the homeless.

• Advent people concentrate on
ways to express compassion and to
heal wounds.

• Advent people ask whether
there is a need for peacemaking in
their own homes, their
neighborhoods, their world, and
what they can do about it.

It is more than difficult to be a
genuinely expectant person if one
has lost hope in life. How can a
person who lacks hope look ahead
longingly to the future? How can a
person without hope get actively
involved in preparing the way for
future events?

"Make ready the way of the
Lord, clear him a straight path,"
John the Baptizer shouts out in the
desert as the Gospel of Mark begins.
His words serve virtually as a theme
for Advent.

Advent is a season when people
face crucial questions:

Who lacks hope?
How can hope be given now to

those who have little or none of it?

How one
family
prepares for
Christmas

By Katharine Bird
NC News Service

Neil Parent finds Advent a particularly good
time to reflect on St. Joseph and how he han-
dled himself during the difficult series of events
surrounding the birth of Jesus.

"As a man and a father, my thoughts go to
St. Joseph because he had to face a lot then,"
Parent added. "He had to cope with events in a
small village where everything seemed to go
wrong. And I wonder, did his family ostracize
him for his marriage to Mary, who was already
pregnant?"

Parent is representative for adult education
with the U.S. Catholic Conference education
department. During an interview, Parent
explained how he, his wife, Lynn, and their 5-
and 8-year-old daughters "focus in on our
family" during Advent.

Since Advent coincides with cool days along
the eastern seaboard where they live, the family
often sets the stage for its reflections by lighting
a fire and dimming the lights, Parent said. Then
over hot chocolate they talk about the meaning
of Christmas.

They use Advent and Christmas stories. And
their special Advent prayers are taken from the
psalms and the prophets. The children often add
their own spontaneous prayers.

Parent commented that he and his wife use
certain TV programs as a means of teaching
their daughters about Christmas. "Some shows
are commercialized," he admitted. "But some
have significant religious underpinnings."

A favorite for the Parents is "The Grinch
Who Stole Christmas," taken from a book by
Dr. Seuss. In it, the Grinch steals all the
presents and the Christmas decorations,
expecting to destroy the villagers' joy in
Christmas. Instead, the Grinch is astounded to
discover that the villagers can still be happy as
they gather together simply because it is
Christmas.

Parent explained that watching the Seuss tale
together is a family event. Often he and his wife
talk with the daughters about the show. He said
his daughters get the message easily.

It comes through clearly that the real spirit of
Christmas is not restricted to the presents,
Parent said. It is "about the joyful coming
together of people."

Last year the Parent family prepared for
Advent in a special way by participating in a
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The annual television showing of Dr. Seuss"The Grinch Who Stole Christmas," is a favorite
of Neil Parent and his family and they use it to teach their daughters about Christmas. <NC
sketch from CBS)

pilot program with several other families. It was
sponsored by Blessed Sacrament Parish in
Alexandria, Va.

Each "family cluster" included four families
who met regularly in each other's homes for a
paraliturgical celebration, instruction on an
Advent theme and a meal. Children ranged from
preschool to high school age. Everyone was
invited to take an active part in the evening's
activities.

The children sometimes acted out a scene
featuring an important biblical figure or a
particular theme from Advent. This gave them a
"definite impression of the message since they
were in it body and soul," Parent said.

Families also shared their ideas on how to
celebrate Advent. Parent said he finds this sort
of sharing especially helpful in keeping Advent
celebrations fresh from year to year.

"It makes for a lot of cross fertilization," he
added. "We can take an idea used by someone
else, add a new wrinkle and then make it part of
our celebration."

1984

In his cluster, one family told about pooling
their resources to buy a winter coat for a parish
youngster.

Parent told how that happened. On the first
Sunday of Advent the parish had set up two
Christmas trees decorated with tags. On each tag
a specific need was cited like this: "A boy needs
a size 10 jacket." Parish families were invited to
take a tag. If a large gift was needed, several
families were asked to join forces.

On the last Sunday of Advent, Parent said,
hundreds of gifts were brought up to the altar
by parishioners. Later the gifts were distributed
to the individuals in need.

"The family cluster was a tremendous
experience for us last year," Parent volunteered.
"Our children saw adults working together and
became aware of the wider extended parish
family preparing to celebrate the Lord's birth."

The cluster experience reinforced Parent's
conviction that an Advent celebration has
several dimensions, "Advent calls for prayer,
for sacrifice in serving others, and for joy."



know your faith

'Preparing to
celebrate Christ-

mas means we
are getting ready

for the Lord,
even if consci-
ousness about
the Lord some-
times ebbs into

oblivion.'

We don't know when the end of the world will come or what it will be like, nor should we bother our heads about it, Father
John Gurrieri writes. Still we must prepare as though the worst was about to happen. <NC sketch by E<J Harvey)

Acquiring an Advent mentality
By Father John Gurrieri

NC News Service
Whatever else one says about the

theology in Charles Dickens' "A
Christmas Carol," it gives people
who are pestered and bothered by
Christmas preparations a glimpse
into the meaning of generosity and
giving.

Perhaps the ghosts who haunt
Scrooge also haunt us out, scaring
us into believing that Christmas is
not just the bother or joy of
shopping. It is a moment for which
special preparation is necessary.

In a sense, the spirits of
Christmas past, present and to come
are the faces of the spirit of Advent.

The spirit of Advent?
When Pope John Paul II

proclaimed a special holy year in
1983, his message really was about
developing an Advent mentality in
the 20th century's remaining years.
There is more than a hint of what
the pope had in mind in the
church's readings and prayers for
the Advent season and the songs of
the four weeks preceding Christmas.

Advent is the time for

remembering two important
Christian realities:

• Christ was born for our
salvation.

• Christ will come again.
What is needed to make more of

Advent than a wreath of evergreens
and candles or the Advent calendars
coming back into fashion?

'Perhaps like Scrooge
we must be frighten-
ed into feeding the
hungry and clothing .
the naked.'

We get into the spirit of
Christmas in late November, thanks
to television and shopping malls.
But what about Advent?

In a sense Advent spirit is present
when we begin to plan gift giving,
bake fruitcakes and think about
decorating for Christmas. Preparing
to celebrate Christmas means we are
getting ready for the Lord, even if
consciousness about the Lord

sometimes ebbs into oblivion.
But Advent is more. It is about

the coming of Christ — and that
both fascinates and frightens.

• It fascinates since we know that
in Christ all things will come to
fulfillment.

• It frightens since it also is about
the end of time — the end of what
we know, understand and perhaps
cherish too much in this world.

It fascinates and frightens because
today images of "The Day After"
still linger to conjure up visions of
horror and holocaust, of wars and
rumors of war, of a "Star Wars"
without Princess Leia or Chewbacca
or the cuddly Ewoks.

Who can possibly know what
path the Lord will take for the
second coming? Who can second-
guess God? No one.

We don't know what the end will
be like. Nor should we bother our
heads about it, except to make sure
we don't make it happen by pushing
the panic button, or by destroying
God's good green earth and azure
skies.

Still we must prepare as though

the worst is about to happen. The
early church did that with great
courage. And there's a lesson to be
learned from our ancestors in faith.

We should not look for
mountaintops to wait for Christ or
shelters to hide from him either.

Developing an Advent mentality
— Advent spirit — means preparing
for this Christmas, this moment of
God's generous love.

It means learning the generosity
of the reformed sinner, Scrooge.

Perhaps like Scrooge we must be
frightened into feeding the hungry
and clothing the naked. Maybe we
must have ghosts to haunt us —
collective and personal ghosts who
remember better than we the lessons
of war, injustice, poverty, hunger
and rage.

But wait just a minute. The true
spirit of Advent is not the spirit of
fear. The gentle Savior and his
graceful mother can transform
Dickes' poltergeists into spirits of
hope in the Lord's final day — hope
that takes form now in generosity,
care for others and love that
transforms the world.

By Father John J. Castelot
NC News Service

Considering everything, Abraham had
absolutely no reason to hope for an heir. But St.
Paul tells us Abraham never doubted that he
would become the father of many nations, as
God had promised.

"Without growing weak in faith (Abraham)
thought of his own body which was as good as
dead (for he was nearly a hundred years old),
and of the dead womb of Sarah. Yet he never
questioned or doubted God's promise; rather, he
was strengthened in faith and gave glory to God,
fully persuaded that God could do whatever he
had promised" (Romans 4:18-21).

• Hope and faith are like two sides of one
coin.

• Hope is based on the faith that God will
keep his promises.

• And hope is what Advent people are all
about: They are people of unconquerable hope.

Faith and hope are so closely connected that
when the author of the New Testament book of
Hebrews speaks about faith he often means
something closer to hope. He writes:

"By faith Abraham obeyed when he was
called, and went forth to the place he was to
receive as a heritage; he went forth, moreover,
not knowing where he was going... By faith

Sarah received power to conceive though she
was past the age, for she thought that the One
who had made the promises was worthy of trust.

"As a result of this faith, there came forth
from one man, who was himself as good as
dead, descendants as numerous as the stars in
the sky and the sands of the seashore" (Hebrews
11:8, 11-12).

We are
people
of hope

Hope was powerful. It sustained God's people
in the Old Testament. They suffered reverse
after reverse, until the only remaining tribe of
Judah was itself dragged into exile far form the
homeland. But even then the people refused to
give up hope.

They were convinced that the Lord would not
go back on his word. And he didn't. Once again

God vindicated their hope and brought them
back home to a new beginning.

In the New Testament, Luke portrays Jesus
himself as one who trusted deeply. Even when it
seemed that all hope was lost, Jesus could still
say with his dying breath: "Father, into your
hands I commend my spirit" (Luke 23:46).

One of the most reassuring sections of
Scripture is found in Romans, chapters 5-8. The
underlying theme of the chapters is hope —
hope rooted in the certainty of God's love for
us.

The tone is set right at the beginning of the
chapters: "We know that affliction makes for
endurance, and endurance for tested virtue, and
tested virtue for hope. And this hope will not
leave us disappointed" (Romans 5:3-5).

In fact, the whole created universe is sustained
by hope in the vision offered by these chapters
in Romans. And together with creation, "we
ourselves, although we have the Spirit as first
fruits, groan inwardly as we await the
redemption of our bodies. In hope we were
saved.

"But hope is not hope if its object is seen;
how is it possible for one to hope for what he
sees? And hoping for what he cannot see means
awaiting it with patient endurance" (Romans
8:23-25).
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By Albina Aspell

IVESDALE, 111. (NC) — Is the
giant, turn-of-the-century rectory
in the Peoria Diocese really occu-
pied by a specter-priest? Does he
still come back to vest for Mass
before the mantle mirror? Does
he still celebrate the liturgy on the
eve of every first Friday in St.
Joseph's Church next door?

"I HEAR THE creaking, and I
hear the attic door bang," said
Father Joseph Marzolf, pastor at
St. Joseph's since 1968. Father
Marzolf attributes the noise to
boards settling but, "I also have
a healthy respect for this old
house and its old stories... and I
leave well enough alone."

The story, as it is remembered,
is that a ghostly priest was seen
by another priest vesting for Mass
in the rectory. Another version
has the ghost actually celebrating
Mass in the church.

Father William Feeney, a na-
tive son of the parish and pastor
at St. Matthew's Parish in Cham-
paign, 111., attributes the second
version to Father J.W. Arm-
strong, appointed pastor to Ives-
dale in 1917.

"HE WAS saying his office
late one night after hearing con-
fessions," Father Feeney said, re-
calling the story he heard as a
boy, "when he encountered a
strange priest who came out of
the sacristy and asked him to
serve Mass. Father Armstrong
did, and when it was over, the
visitor explained he had missed a
Mass when he was living and now
had to celebrate the liturgy on
First Friday eve in order to get
out of Purgatory..."

The story was boosted grandly
during Father Feeney's school
days. "Some of us were asked
about it when we were in high
school at St. Bede. We sometimes
made things up because we knew
what they wanted to hear," he
said.

•->*••*

Creaking, banging and unexplained occurrences have been going on at St. Joseph's rectory for many years. Some be-
lieve the spirit of a priest who is trying to get out of purgatory celebrates Mass on the eve of every first Friday, (NC photo).

His own experience has shown the ghost was out," Father Fee-
no evidence of ghosts beyond the

'A strange priest came
out of the sacristy-and
asked him to serve
Mass...'

squeaks he's heard in the "very
large frame building."

"I HAVE slept in the ghost
room three times and each time

ney said. "It didn't bother me."
But, according to the stories, it

bothered the late Bishop Joseph
H. Schlarman of Peoria. Having
gone to bed after a lengthy con-
firmation service at St. Joseph's
the bishop departed suddenly in
the early hours of the morning
after hearing chains on the stairs.
According to the story he refused
to stay at the rectory again.

A year ago Bishop Edward W.
O'Rourke of Peoria opened the
wrong door at the St. Joseph rec-
tory and fell down a flight of

stairs, breaking a bone in his
foot.

FATHER MARZOLF said he
often has been kidded about the
haunted rectory. "When the
movie 'The Exorcist' came out, I
even had a request from some
people at Catholic University who
wanted to come out and examine
the house, but I discouraged it."

He also attributed the legend to
"great story-tellers" among dioc-
esan priests, who in the old days,
filled the six-bedroom rectory af-
ter 40 Hours or confimation serv-
ices.

the saints
aS A FOLLOWER OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST, ANPREW

MAS WITH HIM THE PAY JOHN SIGHTEP THE SAVIOR
IN THE CROWP ANP CRIEP OUT, *B£HOLP THE LAMB
OF GOD,?.. LATER THE TWO ASKEP JESUS, "WHERE
PO YOU UVE, MASTER ?* ANP OUR LORP SAIP,
«COME ANP SEE." THEY STAYEP WITH JESUS THAT
DAY ANP ANPREW RUSHEP HOME TO TELL HIS
BROTHER PETER, *WE HAVE FOUNP THE MESSIAH,*
HE SAIP, ANP LEP PETER TO JESUS.

ANPREW WAS ONE OF THE FISHERMEN OF
BETHSAJPA. ONE DAY JESUS TOLD PETER ANP
ANPREW, *GO TO THE PEEP WATER ANP LET
DOWN YOUR NETS." *MASTER*SAIP PETER,
*WE HAVE BEEN FISHING ALL NIGHT, BUT HAVE
CAUGHT NOTHING." WHEN THEY LOWERED
THE NETS THEY CAUGHT SO MANY FISH THEY
COULDN'T PULL THE NETS UP- JESUS SAID,
"FOLLOW ME, ANP I WILL MAKE YOU FISHERS
OF MEN." AND AT ONCE THEY GAVE UP THEIR
WORK AND FOLLOWED JESUS. ANPREW
WAS ONE OF THE FIRST FOUR TO BE CHOSEN.

IT WAS ANPREW WHO TOLD JESUS OF THE
LITTLE BOY WHO HAD FIVE BARLEY LOAVES
AND TWO FISHES, WHICH OUR LORD
MULTIPLIED ANP FED OVER 5 0 O O PEOPLE.

ANDREW PREACHED IN WHAT IS NOW
RUSSIA, POLAND ANP GREECE. IT 15 SAIP
THAT HE WAS CRUCIFIED AT PATRAS ON
AN'X-SHAPED CROSS. HE IS CALLED
PATRON SAINT OF RUSSIA AND SCOTLAND.

THE FEAST OF ST. ANDREW THE APOSTLE
IS NOV. 3O.

Brushing off
the dentist
By Hilda Young

I have come up with a new as-
signment for the tooth fairy: Stuf- .
fing cotton into the mouths of sibl-
ings whose younger brother or sister
is about to pay a first trip to the
dentist.

"YOU'RE GOING to the dentist
tomorrow, Mikey?" I heard his
older brother ask last night after
bedtime lights had been turned out.

"Yeah," came the subdued
response from our 5-year-old.

"You poor guy," groaned sister
from the next room. "I hope they
don't do to you what they did to
me."
"Yeah, or me either," echoed

number two son. "They made me
sit in this big chair like at the
barber's and stuck this steel pin in
my mouth that almost sucked my
tongue out of my mouth."

"That's to keep you from chok-
ing to death on your own spit,"
helped sister. "If they leave it in too
long it dries out your tongue and
makes your ears ring."

"THEN THEY PUT this giant

bib on you, Mikey, so you won't
throw up or bleed on your clothes,"
chimed in oldest son.

"And he comes in and sticks this
knitting needle with a mirror on it
into your mouth so he'll know
where to stick the monster needle
they use to make your mouth go to
sleep. Man, you can't feel anything
after they shoot you with that nee-
dle."

Sister would not be out-
experienced. "Yeah, and then he
drills and stuff and tells you to spit
in that little bowl but you can't spit
because your lips are asleep so you
gooble down your chin."

"Did you cry?" asked the loom-
ing victim in an awestruck tone.

"JUST FOR HELP," giggled
sister.

Actually, things went pretty well
at the dentist's this afternoon. Any
kid with teeth strong enough to
bend a dental probe with one bite
has got to have good teeth, right?

(Copyright (c) 1984 by NC News
Service)
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